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The Bernard Heeney Creative Writing Contest Winners

Publisher’s Note

HORACE CORBIN

Several dozen people entered the
Bernard Heeney, Jr. Creative Writing
Contest in this edition. The contestants honor the memory of Mr. Heeney
who died suddenly New Year’s Eve
(January 1, 2005). He was a friend of
many, an avid reader of newspapers,
a pivotal presence in the town’s municipal government for more than a
quarter century – Westfield’s Town
Clerk.
I invite you to enjoy the works of the
contest winners printed in this 34th
edition of This Is Westfield.
The cover, Lost Eagle, depicts Mr.
Heeney watching over the town in the
building cupola on North Avenue.
See if you can find the eagle – it’s
gone, but we like to believe that Bernie
is still there. Benjamin Corbin took
the photograph before the eagle was
lost and our graphic artists rendered
the cover.
This publication and our newspapers receive terrific support by community businesses that serve you.
Everyone working together and caring is one factor that makes Westfield
great.
I thank you as subscribers and advertisers plus everyone that toiled to
create this proud work.
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View account balances
• Transfer funds between accounts
• View account history
• Pay bills*
• Reconcile statements
•

Sign up today!
Check out our website for more information
or stop by one of our branches today.
www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

44 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

*Free for first 3 months. After 3 months, a minimum of one bill per month must be
paid using online Bill Pay feature, or a service charge of $5 will apply.
©2006 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC 3/06

This Is Westfield

Page 4

The Superintendent’s Note

2006

Our 34th Annual Edition

The Mayor’s Note

Challenges Facing Education Today

Imagine Why Westfield

BY WESTFIELD SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAM J. FOLEY, ED.D.

BY WESTFIELD MAYOR ANDREW SKIBITSKY

One of the greatest challenges faced by school numbers of teenagers don’t lose their individual
administrators and taxpayers alike is the funding identities. To reach out to our students, we have
of public education. In New Jersey, particularly instituted a ninth grade transition program, which
in suburban areas like Westfield with few com- was piloted two years ago, to create a feeling of
mercial or industrial ratables,
belonging for our new high
local property taxes become
school students. In addition,
the main source of funding
we have revamped our High
schools. State aid has remained
School Guidance Department
flat for six years at the same
to provide additional services
time that the state has instifor all our students and partuted additional standards and
ents.
mandated tests and programs.
A constant challenge in evThis year I have made a parery school district is attracting
ticular effort to explain to resiand keeping good teachers and
dents the make-up of a school
administrators. This is becombudget and appreciate the reing more pronounced now that
sponse of the community in
an entire generation of faculty
supporting the 2006-07 budmoves closer to retirement and
get by a 2 to 1 vote on April 18.
we undertake the replacement
As we learned from our comof many veteran staff memmunity survey a few years back
bers. Westfield’s starting saland what we are hearing from
ary and professional training
realtors today, people move to
programs put us in a good
this town in large part due to
position to appeal to new hires
the educational system. Our
as we compete in the educaWilliam Foley
test scores are above state and
tional marketplace.
national averages and our stuIn keeping with our mission
dent and staff distinctions are too numerous to to prepare all students to reach their highest
list in our annual report to the community.
potential, we review our teaching methods and
As our enrollment continues to increase, we curriculum on a regular basis to encourage critiare met with additional challenges. At the el- cal thinking skills. We’ve infused our curriculum
ementary and intermediate levels, we are expe- with technology and expect both our teachers and
riencing enrollment imbalances, resulting in over- students to meet prescribed technology stancrowding in some of our schools. A Citizens dards.
Advisory Committee on Enrollment (CACE) was
We believe that we are preparing our stuappointed by the Board of Education and its dents for the future as analytical thinkers and
recommendations were made public on May 2. responsible citizens. With the ongoing supAdditional meetings for public input will be held port of the Westfield community, we can
in May. With the new wing at the high school continue to meet the challenges in education
level we now have the space to house our in- and provide a safe and stimulating environcreased student population in grades 9 - 12, and ment for our children. I thank our staff, stuwe are taking strides to ensure that these growing dents, parent and community partners who
continue to make this possible.


Why Westfield?
Imagine living every day in a tranquil and
As I near the completion of my first year safe quintessential suburban community, yet
as your mayor, I
having quick and
would like to share
easy access to all
with you my
that the region
thoughts on why
has to offer by way
people choose to
of a centralized
settle in this wontrain station, nuderful community.
merous bus lines,
Imagine living
and nearby major
every day in a very
state highways,
special place with
such as the Garbroad, tree-lined
den State Parkstreets, handsome
way and Route 78.
and many historic
And because we
grand homes,
are conveniently
lushly landscaped
located just 25
lawns, distinminutes from
guished neighborNewark-Liberty
hoods, and a peInternational Airdestrian-friendly
port, we have exMayor Andrew Skibitsky
downtown district
pedient access to
with quaint loworldwide travel!
cally-owned shops, upscale national brand
Imagine living every day among people
stores, and a wide variety of restaurants to who continually demonstrate a high comsuit almost every taste.
mitment of community involvement and
Imagine living every day in a community volunteerism.
that values culture, recreation and educaAs you read this edition of This Is Westfield,
tion. Westfield boasts its very own accom- please take notice of all the outstanding
plished symphony orchestra and award- community-minded organizations, of all the
winning playhouse, 227 acres of parkland dedicated volunteers, and of all the deeply
in 10 municipal parks with fields and fa- committed town officials so willing to serve
cilities for almost every activity imagin- the people of Westfield. I extend my deepest
able, and one of the top ranked school appreciation to all of them.
districts in the state where a remarkable 92
Best wishes to all the residents of Westfield,
percent of the students continue their edu- and may you live the life you imagine.
cation after graduation.
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 Arts and Crafts
 Foreign Languages
 Computers and Finance
 Dance
 History
 Music
 Sports
 Exciting Excursions
 and much, much more!
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adultschool@westfieldnj.com
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Printed catalogs are mailed in early fall and spring to homes in Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch Plains, and Garwood. Catalogs are also
distributed to local libraries. Full course listings and registration forms are
available online at www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool. You do not need to be
a Westfield resident to attend.

Families trust Sunrise as
their choice for senior living.
Sunrise Senior Living can help. We know that
families searching for senior living options
for the seniors in their lives can be faced with
an overwhelming number of options and
questions. Our professional team at each of our
communities can lead you through the process
of choosing the option that is right for you and
your family, and can help answer the many
questions you might have.
Sncince 1981, Sunrise Senior Living started
serving seniors and their families. Our residentcentered approach to senior living puts seniors
ﬁrst, giving them options to meet their
individual needs and wishes.
Sunrise can help you and your family ﬁnd the
answers that best ﬁt your speciﬁc needs. Please
call today to ﬁnd out more about senior living
at Sunrise.

Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-317-3030

For more information and a
FREE online newsletter, visit
www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springﬁeld Avenue, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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250th Signal Battalion
Westfield Armory
Photo by Horace Corbin
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About The Town of Westfield
The Demographics
By HORACE CORBIN
many clubs.
Westfield is a beautiful residential comForm of Government
munity of 30,000 people covering 6.8 square
The residents elect the mayor, town counmiles in Union County, N.J. It was originally cil and board of education. The citizens fund
settled in the late 17th century as part of the operations of the town primarily through
Elizabethtown and was incorporated as property taxes.
Westfield in 1903.
In 2006, approximately $110 million in
Residents are educated, interested in the property taxes will be collected – of which,
arts, active in the community and turn out to about two-thirds fund the public school sysvote. The high average household income of tem. The remainder is split between the town
the town makes it
and the County of
one of the wealthiUnion.
est in the state.
The mayor and a
Westfield is 90
council of eight
percent residential,
members – two
with beautiful
from each of the
homes nestled
four wards – govalong tree-lined
ern the town. The
streets and neighpublic at-large
borhoods. A famelects the mayor
ily-oriented comfor a four-year
munity, 40 percent
term. Mayor Anof its households
drew Skibitsky
have children in the
was elected for his
public schools. Adfirst full term in
ditionally,
November
of
Westfield has a vi- Photo By Horace Corbin
2005.
brant downtown, as RELAXING...Outdoor dining in downtown Westfield
Every two years,
evidenced by the is a favorite passtime during the pleasant weather half of the council
many restaurants, that extends from early spring to late fall.
seats are up for
retail stores, profeselection by the votsional and banking businesses.
ers of their respective wards. Council memThe town also features many parks and bers are elected for four-year terms.
recreational facilities, a municipal pool, an
As established in the town charter, the
outstanding library and a newspaper pub- mayor and each council member receives $1
lished since 1890.
per year compensation – and as established
Nearby towns in central and western Union by tradition, each donates the compensation
County, such as Mountainside, Springfield, back to the town.
Cranford, Garwood, Fanwood, Clark, Scotch
The town council holds regular public
Plains, Summit, Berkeley Heights and New meetings on alternating Tuesday evenings –
Providence are similarly blessed. Together, the remaining Tuesdays are dedicated to
these towns comprise a strong economic and agenda setting meetings, which also are open
social force of about 150,000 people among to the public. Official business is transacted
the county’s 510,000 residents.
at the regular televised meetings but not at
Westfield serves as home base for the Union the non-televised agenda sessions.
County Superintendent of Schools, as well as
The board of education (BOE) consists of
the center for the county police, information nine members, each serving three-year terms.
and communications, housed in the Ralph G. The public at-large elects three members
Froehlich Public Safety Building on North during special elections held each April. At
Avenue. The county seat is in Elizabeth.
this time, voters also decide on the tax levy
NJ Transit, with the Raritan Valley Rail proposed for funding the schools.
Line, provides commuter service for
The BOE holds public meetings on TuesWestfield to Newark and New York City.
day evenings.
Westfield has a paid police and fire departWestfield has six elementary schools within
ment, volunteer rescue squad, many churches walking distance of the homes; two intermeand a synagogue representing various de- diate schools and one high school, with a
nominations, several civic organizations and total student enrollment of 6,000.

Photo By Horace Corbin

ON THE GO...Nearly two thousand commuters use the Westfield Train Station each day to New
York City and other destinations.

Have you ever heard of a
Dentist’s office that’s
relaxing?

We have.
We know because we asked. We also know that going to the Dentist is not
everyone’s favorite thing to do, so we’ve gone to great lengths to make the visit
relaxing, comfortable, and sociable. Our patients sometimes stay and chat with
us after their treatment. And we love that.
In addition to making our environment relaxing, we pride ourselves on providing
exceptional dental care. Every member of our team treats you with the best
care. We give every patient the time and attention they deserve, and respect
busy schedules by keeping appointment times.
Our standards of care are the highest – ranging from pristine cleanliness to the
latest technology and training on dentistry techniques. And we involve you at
every level of treatment. You will always have a choice in your dental care
decisions.
Smiling (and relaxed) patients are how we
measure success. We invite you to come
experience the highest level of dental care
for your health, beauty and comfort.
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WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue, West
908-233-0065
www.burgdorff.com
For all your mortgage needs
call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

George Kraus
VP/MGR, Broker

Roz Alexander
Sales Associate

Joyce Antone
Sales Associate

Francesca Azzara
Sales Associate

Kevin Barry
Sales Associate

Hank Bartlof
Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Lois Berger
Broker Associate

Laura Brockway
Sales Associate

Marjorie Brown
Sales Associate

Ann Chaudron
Sales Associate

Mary “Kathy” Collins
Sales Associate

Patricia “Pat” Connolly
Sales Associate

Lee Corcoran
Sales Associate

Ileen Cuccaro
Sales Associate

Anne Sank Davis
Sales Associate

Elaine Demyen
Broker Associate

Richard “Dick” Diemer
Sales Associate

Louise DiFabio
Sales Associate

Saul Drittel
Sales Associate

Edward “Ed” Feeley
Broker Associate

Shirley Feuerstein
Sales Associate

Grace Figueredo
Sales Associate

Victoria Gal
Sales Associate

Wende Devlin Gates
Sales Associate

Robert “Bob” Gilmore
Sales Associate

Kathleen “Kathy” Gouldey
Sales Associate

Carol Gross
Sales Associate

Michele Hobson
Sales Associate

Jocelyne Holden
Sales Associate

Pat Jurpalis
Sales Associate

Brian Kastner
Sales Associate

Betty Ann Keller
Sales Associate

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations
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BURGDORFF ERA DEFINES unparalleled SERVICE
Through outstanding dedication and a deep sense of professionalism, The Burgdorff ERA sales team
has succeeded in achieving the Burgdorff ideal by offering unparalleled service to their customers.

Janice Kodatt
Sales Associate

Linda Lies
Sales Associate

Marion “Terry” Monzella
Sales Associate

Diane Kontra
Sales Associate

Sharon Lies
Sales Associate

James “Jim” Murphy
Sales Associate

Shari Kopla
Sales Associate

Jodi Luminiello
Sales Associate

Julie Murphy
Sales Associate

Sherrie Natko
Sales Associate

Carole Kosciuk
Broker Associate

Beth Maloney
Sales Associate

Joley Lies-Jirari
Sales Associate

Susan Massa
Broker Associate

Cynthia Neivert
Sales Associate

Lawrence “Larry” Rhodes
Sales Associate

Dorothy McDevitt
Broker Associate

Catherine Niemiera
Sales Associate

Mary Ellen O'Boyle
Broker Associate

Leslie “Ann” Ribardo
Broker Associate

Marilyn Rinaldo
Sales Associate

Mary O’Keefe
Sales Associate

Patricia “Pat” Plante
Broker Associate

Eulondia Reese-Turner
Sales Associate

Marie Regina
Sales Associate

Joanne Romer
Sales Associate

Warren Rorden
Sales Associate

Jill Skibinsky
Sales Associate

Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Laurie Swetman
Sales Associate

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate

Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Sales Associate

Lynne Wagner
Broker Associate

Rebecca Wampler
Sales Associate

Anne Weber
Sales Associate

Lila Weiner
Sales Associate

Susan Wilson
Broker Associate

Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated
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Westfield Municipal Government
The Town Departments at Work
BY MARYLOU MORANO
It isn’t by happenstance that Westfield is
the wonderful community that it is. While
the residents who live in the town’s 10,000
households are going about their lives, a
committed team of professionals is hard at
work providing the services that make
Westfield such a great place to call home.
From the mayor to the town administrator,
from the library director to the tax collector,
Westfield’s municipal employees are often
the unsung heroes with their commitment
and dedication.
Westfield wouldn’t be what it is without
the more than 200 full- and part-time regular
employees at work behind the scenes.

Administration

Westfield’s administration is responsible
for seeing that the overall operations of the
town run smoothly. Town Administrator
James Gildea has served in his position since
2001. Everything that happens in Westfield
is brought to Mr. Gildea’s attention. He is the
last person to sign a check drawn on the
town’s bank account, and his office oversees
all other departments.
The town administrator answers to the
mayor and the town council. Mr. Gildea
works alongside Lily H. Tsai, the town’s
chief financial officer. She handles the financial transactions of the town, including overseeing bills, investing town monies and preparing the necessary state financial forms.
Executive Administrator Joan Thermann
wears two hats; she also is executive assistant to the mayor. Ms. Thermann became a

town employee in 1991 and for 15 years had births, deaths and marriages.
worked as an office manager at the Westfield
Memorial Library.
Also part of the administration team is the
The scope of Westfield’s Recreation Dedirector of Westfield’s TV station, TV 36. partment includes five beautiful parks, three
This position is currently vacant.
playing fields and a pool. Director Bruce
Kaufmann and Assistant Director Dolores
MacKay manage the department. One of the
The Department of Public Safety coordi- most popular gathering places in Westfield is
nates all safety and public emergencies in the Mindowaskin Park, located in the downtown
town. Crucial personnel in
section of the town. The park
this department include Poboasts a pond on which ice
lice Chief John Parizeau and
skating is permitted when
Fire Chief Dan Kelly. Chief
safe, and where an annual
Kelly also serves as
fishing derby, sponsored by
Westfield’s Emergency Manthe Westfield Police Departagement Coordinator. The
ment, is held. The park’s gaWestfield Regional Health
zebo is a favorite location for
Department, under the direcscenic wedding pictures; it
tion of Health Officer Robert
also is the site of the summer
Sherr, is part of the Departconcert series held on selected
ment of Public Safety.
summer Thursdays from 7:30
The health department
to 9 p.m.
Town Administrator
conducts clinics and adTamaques Park has
James Gildea
dresses community health
Westfield’s only illuminated
needs by working in partnership with hospi- tennis courts; there also is a log cabin on the
tals and physicians. Department personnel grounds that serves as a meeting place for
perform inspections of all retail food estab- organizations. Memorial Park has soccer
lishments, such as restaurants and grocery fields, softball fields and tennis courts.
stores; investigate food illness incidents; test Gumbert Park offers a basketball court and
for lead poisoning; deal with heat issues and three Little League baseball fields.
investigate environmental complaints involvBrightwood Park is a “passive park,” meaning pests, pollution and unsanitary condi- ing it has no on-site facilities. Westfield soctions. Inspectors are on call 24 hours a day, cer players make use of Houlihan, Sid Fay
seven days a week.
and Sycamore fields. Each year, approxiMarylou Fashano-Soltis, the town’s regis- mately 10,000 Westfield residents cope with
trar, processes official documents such as summer’s heat by cooling off at the Westfield

Recreation

Public Safety
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www.westfieldnj.gov
(908) 798-4040
Memorial Pool, which is open from June to
September.
Also serving in the recreation department
are Youth Coordinator Chuck Ropars, Program Coordinator Traci Kastner and Pool
Technician Paul Checchio.

Records

Town Clerk Claire Gray has been a municipal employee since September 1996,
when she started part-time, working at the
fire department. She also worked in the recreation department before serving as executive assistant to the town administrator and
mayor from 1998 to 2004.
Ms. Gray is a member of the New Jersey
Municipal Clerks Association and the International Institute of Municipal Clerks. She is
attending Rutgers Center for Management
Development and is the recipient of an award
given by the Union County League of Municipalities.
“The Town Clerk’s office is the center for
local government information. If we cannot
provide information, we will refer (a resident) to the correct department or entity,”
Ms. Gray said.
Among other duties, the town clerk is
responsible for certifying resolutions after
town meetings; dispensing licenses (such as
liquor licenses or raffle licenses), and tabulating the results of municipal and school
board elections.
Working alongside Ms. Gray are Tracy
Fooster and Carroll Andacht.
Continued on Page 13
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WHERE THE ACTION IS...The Westfield Municipal Building on East Broad Street is the center
where citizens are served by the town government. Claire Gray, the Town Clerk, is available with
the records to keep matters in order.
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DWC

Downtown Westfield Corporation
The Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), formed in 1996, is the management
entity of the Special Improvement District. It
is governed by a seven-member board and
has two staff members – Director Sherry
Cronin and Assistant Courtney Nemec.
Numerous volunteers serve on design,
promotion, economic development and organization committees.
The vision of the DWC is for Westfield to
be a preferred destination where people want
to live, work, and visit.
Considered an extraordinary destination
for a wide variety of venues, Westfield is
home to numerous restaurants of many culinary distinctions. For the movie lover, the
Rialto Theatre has been a downtown icon for
decades. Westfield is also home to many
brand name stores such as Victoria Secret,
The Gap, Coach and Banana Republic.
For more information and event news,
please see WestfieldToday.com or call (908)
789-9444. The office is located at 105 Elm
Street, Westfield, NJ 07090.

WACC

The Chamber of Commerce
On April 1948 in Westfield, 29 business
people met and called themselves the
Westfield Business Association (WBA).
Their purpose was to create greater opportunities for business within the town, further
the interests of legitimate business and to
assist in making Westfield a better place in
which to live.
Continued on Page 14

Photo By Horace Corbin

FUN AND FOOD...Over 20,000 people flock to downtown Westfield in September for the Festifall sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce. The event, with food and entertainment, hosts over 220 vendors plus 100 businesses and organizations. This is one of many popular
events held in the downtown. Others include art shows, jazz nights with outdoor dining, the Halloween Parade and the Christmas Tree lighting
with Santa Claus appearing.
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Library

ways the Human Services Department helps
the citizens of Westfield.
In addition, private donations to the HoliSeven full-time and 15 part-time profesday Sharing and Caring Program, as well as sional librarians ensure that the residents of
Continued from Page 10
the Caring Neighbor Fund, are distributed Westfield never run out of reading or audio/
indictable offenses. She was appointed mu- through the Human Services Department.
visual materials. In 2004, the Westfield Menicipal prosecutor in 2000 and named judge
morial Library’s collection totaled over
Claude Shaffer, Superintendent of Public in 2003. She is on call 24 hours a day, seven
195,509 volumes and 222 periodicals, acWorks, is the head of a team of 40 personnel days a week, to discuss bail issues or to issue
cording to Library Director Philip Israel.
members who work behind the scenes pav- a temporary restraining order, if need be.
Eighty-seven percent of Westfield residents
A tough job done in a nice way - Westfield have library cards, and the library’s circulaing streets, changing streetlights, plowing
Also making up the Westfield Municipal
snow, maintaining the town’s parks and ac- Court are Court Administrator Linda Chieffo, Tax Collector Susan Noon and Tax Assessor tion statistics – a total of 316,267 items in
complishing other tasks that make life easier Christine Nugent, Municipal Prosecutor and Annmarie Switzer often bear the brunt of 2004 – gives it the highest annual circulation
residents’ resistance to paying taxes. Both of any Union County library.
for the residents.
Michael Panagos, Public Defender.
Under DPW fall three additional entities:
The principal legal advisor to the mayor women, however, can empathize with the
The library cooperatively owns 5,337 eThe Division of Engineering, headed by and council, as well as to the department concerns of residents and treat each with the books, including downloadable audio books.
Kenneth Marsh, Westfield’s Town Engineer, heads, is Town Attorney Robert Cockren. He utmost integrity and professionalism.
Over 7,500 people attended a library proMs. Noon’s main responsibilities include gram in 2004, making Westfield Memorial
and Assistant Engineer Kris McAloon; the has held this part-time position since JanuDivision of Building Inspection and the Di- ary 2000. As town attorney, he provides making up deposits and getting them to the Library one of the busiest places in town.
vision of Construction and Maintenance, general legal advice on all matters, as needed. bank, sending out tax bills and answering The library’s website is www.wmlnj.org.
both headed by Steve Freedman, Construc- Although the town clerk prepares many of questions about senior
tion Official.
the resolutions passed by the council, Mr. citizen and other disThe DPW’s Administrative Assistant, Cockren is the craftsman behind the more counts, plus helping
Norma Yuro, joined Mr. Marsh’s team in complex ordinances that are passed. Westfield those qualified for a tax
2000. She is responsible for the computer- also has a Labor Attorney, Frederick Danser. break receive one.
Ms. Switzer’s duties
ized customer service system that handles
include evaluating
incoming calls. Ms. Yuro coordinates her job
with Kathleen Neville, who has been
The Human Services Department serves properties; managing
Westfield’s Zoning Officer since 2000. Part as the source of information to residents records of property
of Ms. Neville’s job is to research applica- dealing with crisis situations, and it refers ownership; recording
tions to determine which zoning codes apply them to the appropriate agency that can pro- deed changes; notifyand what boards an applicant needs to ap- vide them with further assistance. Lillian ing municipal offices
pear before when applying for a permit. Also Corsi is serving in her 30th year as director of property ownership;
working closely with DPW is Paul Horta, the of Westfield’s Human Services Department. reviewing tax appeals
Town Surveyor.
Questions regarding Social Security are and working with resiamong those most frequently asked. Chil- dents applying for
dren thought to be at risk and in need of building permits or
The municipal court and violations bureau assistance are referred to the Human Ser- Certificates of Occu- Photo By Benjamin Corbin
process all tickets written in Westfield, take vices Department by the school system. As- pancy. Both offices are
complaints from residents and hold six court sistance with county welfare, food stamps, run according to the BIG DIG…Old rail ties and trolley tracks, which were buried beneath the
sessions a month. Municipal Judge Brenda Medicaid, legal services, rental and utility statutes issued by the surface for decades, are removed at the northern end of Elm Street in
Cuba, a Westfield resident, hears all non- assistance and public health issues are other State of New Jersey. Westfield as part of the town’s program to rebuild the street.
www.westfieldnj.gov

The Town at Work

Public Works

Tax Assessor
And Collector

Human Services

Municipal Court

Westfield Summer
Workshop

June 27 - July 28, 2006

Music
Dance
Arts & Crafts
Kaleidoscope
Musical Theater
Communications
Pre - K to Grade 12
YMCA Afternoon Adventures

Register Now! 908-518-1551

Pre - School

35 Years of Experience

at Westfield Summer Workshop

Your Childs
First Introduction
to the Arts!
Music
Arts & Crafts
Drama
Creative Movement
Violin
Spanish
Register Now! 908-518-1551

Verdi’s

...a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

La Traviata

8 PM Thurs May 11 8 PM May 12 2 PM May 13
Roy Smith Theater at Union County College,
1300 Springfield Avenue in Cranford
For Tickets Call (908) 789-9696 $30 Adults $25 Seniors
$15 Students
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The Chamber of Commerce
(continued from Page 12)

vice and the professions. The Chamber administers programs designed to keep local
business people in contact with one another,
informed about important issues and enthusiastic about business in Westfield.
Today, the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce represents over 300 members
from Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood,
Clark and Scotch Plains. The Chamber helps
its member businesses to succeed by being
an advocate, by offering networking activities and by sponsoring town activities such
as the street festivals.
Membership is open to any business in
Westfield and surrounding towns, or an establishment that does business in Westfield. Benefits
and services include promotion through a directory and a website, invitation to Chamber activities,
a monthly newsletter and
assistance with business
development.
For more information,
please contact the
Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce located at
173 Elm Street, third floor
of the Bank of America
building.
The telephone number
FAITH IN BUSINESS...The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is (908) 233-3021 and the
held its 57th Anniversary Dinner on October 27 at Shackamaxon e-mail
address
is
Golf and Country Club in Scotch Plains. Norman and Carol Greco
share dinner and conversation with Susan Auer, owner of Brunner info@westfieldchamber.com.
The
website
is
Opticians.
www.WestfieldChamber.com.
The group’s initial plans included acquiring town Christmas decorations, taking action on parking and organizing sales events.
The WBA’s first retail promotion, “Westfield
Gift Week,” awarded prizes at random to
downtown shoppers. The membership
quickly rose to 80 members.
In 1952, the WBA incorporated as the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, and
it laid the groundwork for many of today’s
successful programs.
The primary function of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce is to provide a
forum to exchange of ideas and information
among local business people in retail, ser-
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Arts and Entertainment,
There’s Plenty Happening
On any particular day, one can expect that
something’s going on in Westfield. One might
stumble on a TV crew filming, noted authors
signing books at the Town Book Store, the
Community Band playing in Mindowaskin
Park – or the fishing derby and the Easter
Egg Hunt there – the stamp club featuring
philatelic items, runners or bikers racing
through town, the table tennis club holding a
major competition, artists with their works
on the streets, the Memorial Day and Halloween parades, jazz groups playing during
sidewalk dining, lectures by guest speakers
at the Westfield Historical Society, street
festivals, the farmers market, wonderful public music programs at the churches or the
little league opening day parade with hundreds of youngsters and parents. The impossible challenge is to note them all.
Highlights of the Past Year
By Michael J. Pollack
Home to a rich center for the arts to thrive,
Westfield and its neighboring towns boast
many cultural experiences for people of all
ages.
Just last year, many interesting and exciting events have taken shape.
In early May 2005, Westfield’s own Rialto
Theatre housed the third annual West Film
Festival. Showcasing novice and seasoned
talent, the experience allowed aspiring actors to get a shot at the silver screen and
collaborate with people of all talent levels
and know-how. A few standouts included
Coffee, a short directed by Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) student Jon
Lorenzini, as well as Derailed, a thriller

directed by Alex Forstenhausler and edited
by Seth Applebaum, Westfield High School
(WHS) students.
Savvy to the many talents its students
possess in the arts realm, Westfield High
School offered a program called “Sights and
Sounds,” which allowed for a full collaboration of fine arts and music. Students in fine
art classes worked in impressionist styles,
while music students set melodies to complement the works.
Westfield is home to many talented artisans. Emmy award winner Matt Maranz
created a documentary with Ray Romano
and Kevin James of “Everybody Loves
Raymond” and “The King of Queens” fame,
respectively, as the focus. The film, Making
The Cut, was aired on HBO, and shows the
CBS veterans competing with friends and
golf aficionados to qualify at Pebble Beach.
Many talented authors are Westfield residents as well. Local therapist Dr. Peter
Kalellis came out with two books about
establishing (or possibly reestablishing) a
spiritual dimension in an age dominated by
advertisements and television. Trying to combat constant selfish urges, which relate to
physical wellness, the books speak to creating internal spiritual significance in one’s
life.
In the summertime, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored Tuesday
night jazz, bringing residents out onto the
streets for great performances, as well as
some fading-but-still-present early evening
sunshine, tasty food, friends and spirits.
(Continued on Page 16)
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Arts and Entertainment
Continued from Page 14

On occasion, Carrie Jackson and her jazz featured her landscapes adorned with inspiquartet stopped by or dancers from the Cot- rational quotations blending in the backton Club in Harlem helped townspeople get ground.
down.
The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts’
Also drawing residents downtown on cer- gallery provides an exhibition hall for memtain summer evenings, the streets of Westfield bers of the Westfield Arts Association. Last
were cordoned off for the classic car shows. year’s shows held at the gallery featured a
Automobile lovers remivariety of media displayed,
nisced about a stylish ‘56
from travel photography to
Chevy and other vintage
mystical pastels. The pascars. No dry levees here,
tels of Diana Taliaferro conMr. McLean.
tained a common theme – a
Last summer, to usher in
face emerging from or built
the release of the new Harry
into a floral backdrop.
Potter book, “Harry Potter
Sheilia Lenga’s photograand The Half-Blood
phy captured China and its
Prince,” the town sponpeople - from a young girl
sored a Harry Potter scavdressed in all white to the
enger hunt from July 1 to
faces of the hardworking
16. Twenty-seven local
business community.
vendors obliged in the conThe Westfield Symtest, which was based on
phony Orchestra, which is
knowing information about
now helmed by new exHarry Potter characters,
ecutive director Mark
competing in a trivia con- TOOTERS…Ted Schlosberg and as- McGurty, commemorated
test and a costume duel.
sociates from the New Jersey Work- Mozart’s 250th birthday
Westfield art gallery Jux- shop for the Arts are Alphorn spe- with a special concert that
tapose, a multi-media gal- cialists.
also featured selections of
lery, features many interesting original oils Copland and Beethoven in November. Mr.
and watercolors, etchings and graphic work McGurty took over for Nicole DeNigro,
from many famed local residents, among who served since 2002. The WSO Charity
them the late Harry Devlin. Occasionally, Ball in April had a record turnout of over 250
too, the gallery is home to jewelry trunk patrons.
shows, and last year’s included the handThe year wasn’t without surprise guest
picked stones of Due Sorelle, which form appearances. A youngster from Westfield
beautiful necklaces, bracelets and earrings. won the opportunity to have Nets superstar
Also, local painter Joanie Schwarz-Rosenthal Jason Kidd walk her to Tamaques Elemen-
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Dance

of Spain and Graciela Rodo
tary School in Westfield. CamBoulanger of Bolivia. Last year,
era crews from YES, NBA TV,
the gallery boasted the ProvenceWABC and others documented
inspired work of impressionist
the trip to school, where Kidd
painter Cora.
and six-year-old Angelique
On December 30, Westfield
Allen were greeted with swarms
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theof cheering fans.
atre, Inc. (WYACT) presented
Westfield contributes a gen“Richard Rogers – A Celebraerously to the theater commution of His Music” at the First
nity. The Westfield Community
Baptist Church of Westfield. A
Players, housed at the corner of
group of performers sang and
North and Everson Avenues,
danced to 21 of Rogers’ most
produced many hits last year,
well known pieces. A show of
beginning with Neil Simon’s
altruism, all net proceeds from
Last of the Red Hot Lovers,
the event were donated to the
about a man undergoing a midGulf Coast Hurricane Relief Inilife crisis and searching for a
tiative via the Salvation Army.
“meaningful, romantic fling” to
Major Chuck Kelly, liaison to
savor.
the Salvation Army, was at the
Also trying their luck with a
two performances in appreciaSimon script, the Temple
tion of WYACT’s efforts.
Emanu-El Actors Theatre showTo cap off an exciting year in
cased The Sunshine Boys, anthe arts, on New Year’s Eve, the
other Simon comedy, focusing
Westfield Symphony Orchesthis time on the lives of two Photo By Horace Corbin
tra featured four veteran Broadretired vaudevillian talents.
Westfield punk rockers Pick SUMMERTIME, LIVIN’S EASY...Dancers from the Cotton Club in Harlem show their stuff in the downotwn. They accompanied way performers singing vintage
Jackson with her Jazz quartet along with several groups providing entertainment to the sidewalk diners during
Broadway tunes. Billed as “The
An Exit made the headlines fre- Carrie
summer Jazz Night programs.
Guys and Dolls of Broadway, a
quently, playing shows in the
Celebration of the Golden Age
local area. The Westfield bred
quartet has played venues from Spring Fling tions, such as marriage rituals and superThe Ghetto, which premiered in Berlin in of the American Musical,” the event feato (now) The Bitter End in New York City. stitions and what the traditional Christmas 1984, focuses on the hardships of a theater tured well-known tenor Keith Buterbaugh,
The Miller-Cory House Museum is a meal consisted of.
company made up of residents of the Vilna along with Sandy Binion, mezzo-soprano;
one-and-a-half story clapboard farmhouse
The Westfield High School Drama De- ghetto in Poland from 1941 through 1943. Charles Bergell, baritone, and Rita Harvey,
typical of an average New Jersey home- partment in December presented its fall
Westfield’s Evalyn Dunn Gallery on South soprano. Appropriate for New Year’s, the
stead of the mid-18th century. In Decem- drama, The Ghetto, by Israeli playwright Avenue features the work of acclaimed art- event featured the classic “I Could Have
ber, it celebrated Polish Christmas tradi- Joshua Sobol.
ists from around the world, including Alvar Danced All Night.”
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Photos By Benjamin Corbin and Benjamin Solomon

R E G I S T E R

T O D A Y !

What are
you planning
to do with
your
summer?

Most Courses Start the
Week of May 15th & July 10th

Do all your favorite summer activities
AND get started on your college career
or earn extra credits toward your degree
with UCC’s Summer Session.
• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations
~or~ learn at home with Telecourses
and Online courses

For information call 908-709-7518 or

Visit UCC online at

www.ucc.edu
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One of the Gems of the State

Franklin Elementary School

Westfield High School

And Pride of the Town
Westfield Public Schools Administration
302 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldnjk12.org (908) 789-4420

Jefferson Elementary School

Superintendent
William Foley
(908) 789-4420
wfoley@westfieldnjk12.org

Human Res., Affirmative Action
Maria Schmidt
(908) 789-4425
mschmidt@westfieldnjk12.org

Business Administrator
Robert Berman
(908) 789-4414
rberman@westfieldnjk12.org

Special Services
Theodore Kozlik
(908) 789-4442
tkozlik@westfieldnjk12.org

Curriculum and Instruction
Margaret Dolan
(908) 789-4415
mdolan@westfieldnjk12.org

Community Relations
Lorre Korecky
(908) 789-4463
lkorecky@westfieldnjk12.org

Elm Street Administration

The Mission of the Westfield Public School District, a system built on
successful cooperation among family, school and community, is to
prepare all our students to reach their highest potential and to become
productive, ethical and responsible citizens through rigorous educational
programs, which respect individual differences and diversity.

Tamaques Elementary School

School Contact Information

Washington Elementary School

Westfield, NJ 07090
Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road
(908) 789-4502
Robert Petix, Principal
rpetix@westfieldnjk12.org

Wilson Elementary School

McKinley Elementary School

Franklin Elementary School
700 Prospect Street
(908) 789-4590
Mary Fleck, Principal
mfleck@westfieldnjk12.org

Washington Elementary School
900 St. Marks Avenue
(908) 789-4600
Joe Malanga, Principal
jmalanga@westfieldnjk12.org

Jefferson Elementary School
1200 Boulevard
(908) 789-4490
Jeanette Munoz, Principal
jmunoz@westfieldnjk12.org

Wilson Elementary School
301 Linden Avenue
(908) 789-4605
Andrew Perry
aperry@westfieldnjk12.org

McKinley Elementary School
500 First Street
(908) 789-4555
Claudia Andreski, Principal
candreski@westfieldnjk12.org

Edison Intermediate School
800 Rahway Avenue
(908) 789-4470
Cheryl O'Brien, Principal
cobrien@westfieldnjk12.org

Tamaques Elementary School
641 Willow Grove Road
(908) 789-4580
Mike Cullen, Principal
mcullen@westfieldnjk12.org

Roosevelt Intermediate School
301 Clark Street
(908) 789-4560
Stewart Carey, Principal
scarey@westfieldnjk12.org

Edison Intermediate School

Roosevelt Intermediate School
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Area Schools
And Universities

Holy Trinity Interparochial School
Westfield (908) 233-0484
Mountainside (908) 233-1899

Union County College
1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, NJ
(908) 709-7000
www.ucc.edu

The Morristown-Beard School
Middle and Upper Schools
Morristown
(973) 539-3032
www.mobeard.org

Union Catholic Regional HS
Grades 9 through 12
1600 Martine Avenue
(908) 889-1600
www.unioncatholic.org

The Christopher Academy
Ages 2 through 7
Westfield (908) 322-7447
Scotch Plains (908) 322-4652
www.christopheracademy.com

Union County Magnet HS
Four-year, full-time high school
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-8288, Ext. 201
www.ucvts.tec.nj.us

Oak Knoll School
K through Grade 6 (boys/girls)
Grades 7 through 12 (young women)
Summit (908) 522-8100
www.oakknoll.org

Photo by Brooks Crandall

Union County Vo-Tech HS
Four-year, full-time high school
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-8288, Ext. 339
www.ucvts.tec.nj.us

Kean University
Undergraduate, graduate
1000 Morris Avenue, Union
(908) 737-KEAN
www.kean.edu

The Pingry School
K-12 private school
Martinsville (908) 647-5555
Short Hills (973) 379-4550
www.pingry.org

Westfield Adult School
Continuing Education
P.O. Box 606, Westfield
(908) 232-4050
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool

Rutgers University
Undergraduate, graduate
83 Somerset Street, New Brunswick
(732) 932-INFO
www.rutgers.edu

Kent Place School
Nursery School through Grade 12
42 Norwood Avenue, Summit
(908) 273-0900
www.kentplace.org

Far Brook School
Nursery School through Grade 8
52 Great Hills Road, Short Hills
(973) 379-3442
www.farbrook.org

Redeemer Lutheran School
Nursery School through Grade 6
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield
(908) 232-1592
www.westfieldnj.com/rls

Seton Hall University
Undergraduate, graduate
400 South Orange Avenue, South Orange
(973) 761-9000
www.shu.edu

Wardlaw-Hartridge School
Lower, Middle and Upper Schools
1295 Inman Avenue, Edison
(908) 754-1882
www.whschool.org

Mount Saint Mary Academy
Grades 9 through 12
1645 US Highway 22, Watchung
(908) 757-0108, Extension No. 4511
www.mountsaintmary.org

Delbarton School
Middle and Upper Schools
Morristown
(973) 538-3231
www.delbarton.org

We are pleased to announce that

Thomas P. Madaras
First Vice President–Wealth Management
Financial Planning Specialist
has relocated to our Westfield office.

PO Box 2157
140 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07091

(908) 518-5428

©2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global
Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and registered throughout the world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella
Device are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliates and are used and registered throughout
the world.
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Westfield BOE@westfieldnjk12.com
Board of Education
Each on the nine-member governing board serves a three-year term.
Each year, three seats are up for election.

Anne Riegel

Ginny Leiz

Julia Walker

Gary McCready

Richard Solomon

Beth Cassie

Jane Clancy

Alice Hunnicutt

Ann Ormsby Cary
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Tribute to a Great Educator,
WHS Principal Dr. Petix
Dr. Robert Petix is retiring at the end of the Westfield High School. “There are a lot of
2006 school year after 26 years serving as forces,” he said. “There are teachers, parents
principal of the Westfield High School. Un- and the board of education, which is more
der Dr. Petix, the school
involved in day-to-day
has flourished both acaoperation of the school
demically and socially.
than it ever was. I would
Westfield has been one
hope that he or she
of the top schools in
would have the inner
New Jersey for years.
strength to listen to all
Only the school’s
of the ‘stakeholders.’
fourth principal since
You need someone who
1923, Dr. Petix has seen
respects academic inmore than 10,000 stutegrity and has the
dents graduate from
stomach to take critiWHS during his tencism.” Saying he’ll
ure. He said he mulled
“miss it all,” letting go
his departure for years,
will be a learning prothis year “everything
cess.
came into place.” “The
Graduates from
school is in good shape;
WHS succeed at colI don’t think there’s any
lege, find successful
unfinished business
careers and attain good
that I’ll hand over to
lives for themselves
my successor,” he said. Photo By Patrick Connor
and their families.
“The major reason I’m
Whether they end up in
JOB WELL DONE...Dr. Petix cuts the ribbon
leaving is because I’m at the completion of WHS renovations in Tucson or L.A., when
older. I’m 63 years old 2003.
we hear from them,
and people say there’ll
they talk about their
come a time when you don’t want to be here affectionate recollections of their hometown
anymore. My enthusiasm not only has not – Westfield. WHS has always been a big part
waned; it’s gotten greater, greater than ever.” of their memories, and we contend that the
A French teacher before beginning his experience at WHS has contributed to their
tenure as assistant principal in 1974 and success and happiness in life. Dr. Petix must
principal in 1980, his years in leadership take great personal satisfaction with this. We
positions allowed him to describe the at- wish him well and thank him for his dedicatributes necessary to be successful at tion to our youth.

“

Pat helps make

dreams come true”

Let my proactive approach
make your real estate
dreams come true!

Patricia Jurpalis
Realtor®/Associate
Office Direct: 908.233.4079
Cell: 908.447.2907
Email: pat-jurpalis@burgdorff.com

www.burgdorff.com/pat-jurpalis
600 North Avenue, West • Westfield, NJ 07090
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Historical Society Museum
Legacy and Dream
The Westfield Historical Society reopened ics were at work and Edgar Reeve lived to be
its museum on Tuesday, April 4, 2006 to the nearly 101 years of age – passing away on
public as it was recently relocated from the December 28, 2001. With this longevity, Mr.
Westfield Municipal Building to the third Reeve was able to live property tax-free for
floor of the board of education building at nearly 20 years – plus he had his grounds
maintained by the town.
302 Elm Street, joining its archives.
Edgar Reeve remembered when MounSince its inception in 1969, the Westfield
Historical Society has been committed to tain Avenue in Westfield was a dirt road and
preserving, interpreting and encouraging deliveries to the house were made by horse
community interest in the history of the and wagon. Their property entrance had a
hitching post to tie the horses. Gas lamps
town.
It pursues these goals through a variety of lighted the streets and the homestead. Mr.
initiatives, including building and maintain- Reeve’s father, William Edgar, used the ferry
ing a museum and archives on Westfield to commute to New York City.
The Reeve family admired the trees of the
history; conducting public programs on historical subjects; championing preservation area and those on their property. There were
of Westfield’s historical and architectural red Oaks, blue Atlas Cedars, Horse Chestnuts, Sugar Maples,
heritage; developand evergreen Ening educational proglish Yews. Coupled
grams for Westfield
with this fondness,
students and adults;
they were instrutaping interviews
mental in the develwith long-time resiopment
of
dents and supportMindowaskin Park.
ing programs of the
With this Reeve
Miller-Cory House
background, one can
Museum.
understand the curThrough the acrent saga and the imquisition of grants
plications of the cafrom the Rotary
veats of the gift of
Club of Westfield,
the estate to the
the New Jersey Histown; i.e., “not to be
torical Commission
1919 Westfield Family
sold or used for comand the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heritage mercial purposes.” We suspect Mr. Reeve
Affairs, along with small social fundraising went to his grave with a higher purpose in
events, the society has purchased new hard- mind for the property and perhaps with a
ware and state-of-the-art software and has little chuckle – and that he cleverly crafted
the agreement.
hired a part-time archivist.
For what is the town to do with the gift,
Cataloguing and indexing of the society’s
collection has been taking place during the then? Knock down the house and add the
past few months as preparation continues for property to the bounds of Mindowaskin Park?
Or as the Westfield Historical Society hopes,
a permanent home.
refurbish the house and create the museum?
Reeve Idea of Top Priority
In 2004, Don Mokrauer, President of the In neither case does the Reeve property enter
Westfield Historical Society, made an im- the town property tax rolls – nor does it
passioned speech to the Westfield Town become a site for development.
Former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe
Council asking for the town to lease the
Reeves house to the society. In 2006, this stated in 2004, “This town is constantly
lease is accomplished. The society hopes to portrayed by real estate agents and by mercreate the Westfield Town History Museum chants as a historic colonial town well aware
for the public on the Reeves house and four- of its history and proud of its heritage. Many
acre property that is located at 314 Mountain communities around this country and the
world have community museums, including
Avenue, abutting Mindowaskin Park.
The society is in the beginning phase of nearby Clark, Cranford, Plainfield and
raising the funds needed to convert the house Rahway. If they can do it, so can Westfield.”
When Mr. Mokrauer addressed the town
into office, storage and museum space. Cost
estimates are as high as $3 million for the council, he said, “With apologies to Voltaire,
I maintain that if a permanent home for the
project, depending on the final scope.
Mr. Mokrauer’s plea in 2004 was neither Westfield Historical Society did not exist, it
the beginning nor the end of the story of the would be necessary to invent one. We are a
journey for the museum. The recent phase fairly sizable and active organization conbegan some twenty years ago when Mr. Edgar sisting of nearly 700 members… from the
Reeve approached the town and announced young to the very senior… from Westfield
his intention to will his four-acre estate to residents to former residents to residents of
Westfield. As the story goes, he would turn nearby towns.”
With town support in 1972, the Society
over the property upon his death with the
stipulation that it not be sold or used for created the Miller-Cory House Museum on
commercial purposes. If so, the estate would Mountain Avenue. It has been an important
local education resource for the past 34 years.
instead revert to the Reeve Foundation.
The only other things Mr. Reeve was said Similarly, the Town History Museum is now
to ask in return from the town were that he be placed at the top of the priority list as a gift to
able to live there on the property, tax-free, the people and by the people, but not the end
and that the town maintains the grounds of the story – as it would keep on giving to
during that period. The town agreed to this those of the future from those of the present
seeming generous gift – after all, he was in and from those of the past.
And surely as he looks on from above, it
his 80s – how long could he live?
The beginning of the story may have started would be a delight to Mr. Edgar Reeve.
over 100 years ago. It turns out that Edgar
For more information, please call (908)
Reeve’s father lived to be 92 and his mother 654-1794
or
visit
lived to be 95. Apparently, some stout genet- www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.com.
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HARVEY TEKEL
Office Manager

SUSAN RING
Proc. Mgr.

ADRIENNE PARISI
Asst. Proc. Mgr.

RHONDA HOROWITZ
Marketing Specialist

ALICE CAMPBELL
Gold Service Mgr.

RICK KNACKSTEDT
Gold Service Mgr.

DAVID
ACKERMAN

KATHLEEN
ALAGNA

NADINE
ALLEN

MARTIN AMATO
JENNIFER KOHAN

ADA
BARRY

FRANCES
BRADER

GENE MAURIELLO
Recruiter / Trainer

FRANCES
BRADLEY

PHYLLIS
BROWN

EUGENE
CARRINGTON

JOANN
CARRINGTON

MARTHA
CARRINGTON

HOLLY
COHEN

CORLISS
COLEMAN

EDGAR
COLLADO

CORTESE-STRANO

MICHELLE
DE PAZ

ROBERT
DEL RUSSO

TARA
FLOYD DEMIZIO

FRANK
DI FULVIO

GEORGE
DULSKI

JAMES
EUWER

PAULETTE
EVES

ERIK
FARBER

ANNA
FIGLIN

STEVEN
FINTER

JOSEPH
FONTE

NIKI
FRY

LAURA
GIACOBBE

MELISSA
GOERKE

CYNTHIA
GOODMAN

RICHARD
GUARD

Westfield Office

908-654-7777

VIVIAN
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JOSEPH
HARVANIK

MARILYN
HOLDA-FLECK

DIANE
HOLLOWAY

ROSEMARIE
HUGHES

MAUREEN
ILLANOVSKY

ANDRZEJ
JASINSKI

MERYL
KALLENSEE

BRENDAN
KEEGEL

NANCY
KRONHEIMER

SARAH
KUEHNE

DANA
MAKI

TRESSA
MALONE

PRISCILLA
MANN

KERRY
McDEVITT

CARMEN
McLENDON

JAMES
McLOUGHLIN

SERGIO
MEROLA

ERICH
MERTZ

JYLDYZKAN
MONE

STEVEN
MYKYTKA

PATRICIA
O’CONNOR

TIMOTHY
O’SHEA

STEPHEN
OHM

JUDITH
PIPOLI

RALPH
RAPUANO

PAULETTE
RASUL

JAMES
REMBISH

SONIA
RIVERA-HOOEY

HEIDI
ROBERTOZZI

THERESA
ROMANO

ALAN
RUBIN

DEBORAH
SALSANO

ANA
SALVADOR

JOHN
SALVATO

MARTHA
SCHILLING

ADIE
SHAALAN

ANABELA
SILVA

LEONA
SINCLAIR

FREDERICK
SONNTAG

PHYLLIS
STERN

ROSEMARY
TARULLI

PEGGY
TOMKO

ROBIN
TOMKO

ANDREW
WEISSMAN

ROBERT
WINTERS

MARIE
WOJCIK

JULIA
WOOD

LILLIAN
ZENAROSA

Westfield Office

908-654-7777
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Westfield United Way

The Needs of Today’s Society: Giving a Helping Hand

Invest an hour to learn
more about long-term care.

A 2001 Wall Street Journal article
reported nearly 50% of Americans will
need some form of long-term care in
their lifetime.* A Northwestern Long
Term Care Insurance Company policy†
can help pay for that care. Coverage
includes nursing home costs and extended care service in your home or other settings. To
learn more, call Ronald Kashlak at (908) 918-4037.

Ronald M. Kashlak
Financial Representative
The Stone Financial Group
PO Box 1008
180 River Road, Floor 2
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4037
ronald.kashlak@nmfn.com
www.nmfn.com

RS.LTC.(1101)

05-2669 ©2006 Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm
of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates. *“Cracks in the Nest Egg,” Wall Street Journal, October 22, 2001. This statistic includes people who are not eligible for long-term care coverage and services which are not covered under a long-term care contract. † The policy has exclusions and limitations. 6046-499

The Westfield United Way - formerly known as the United Fund of Westfield – supports 19 health and
human service agencies which provide hundreds of programs serving two out of every three Westfield
residents. This support is only possible because of the generosity of the Westfield community. Your
gift goes far, but not far away. More than 300 Westfield residents also volunteer their time and
expertise to serve on the various committees of the Westfield United Way. The distribution committee
ensures that the human service agencies utilize funds efficiently and effectively.
American Red Cross/Westfield-Mountainside Mental Health Association Of Union County
www.mhauc.com - (908)-272-0300
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org
The association provides advocacy on behalf of
(908) 232-7090
The Red Cross receives $15,000 for a program persons who are mentally ill, support and therapy
providing transportation for the elderly, $10,000 groups for families of mentally ill children and
for the Handyman Program and $10,000 for adults, children of divorced parents as well as
information and referral on all mental health
Health & Safety Programs.
services. It receives $3,500 for a domestic
The Arc Of Union County
violence program, $3,500 for an anxiety disorders
www.arcunion.org
program and $3,250 for post-traumatic play
(973) 315-0000
The ARC provides services to individuals of all therapy for the young.
ages with developmental disabilities and their Mobile Meals Of Westfield
families. ARC of Union County receives $14,700 www.westfieldnj.com/mobilemeals
for a program providing services for local children (908)-233-6146
Mobile Meals delivers a hot meal or a hot and
with disabilities.
cold meal to ill, handicapped or elderly
Boy Scouts, Patriots Path Council
individuals who are unable to shop and prepare
www.ppbsa.org
meals for themselves. It receives $9,500 for a
(973) 765-9322
The council provides service and support to program providing meals for these local residents
many local community organizations and who are confined to their home.
churches. The Boy Scouts, Patriots Path Council Prevention Links
receives $13,500 for a program intended to foster preventionlinks.org - (732)-381-4100
strong families and $2,000 for the collection of Prevention Links takes a leadership role in the
prevention of alcohol, tobacco, drug abuse and
food for local food banks.
other related issues by providing programs and
Central Jersey Legal Services
services to individuals and groups. It receives
www.lsnj.org/union
$5,500 for substance abuse education.
(908) 354-4340
This law firm provides free representation to low UCPC Behavioral Healthcare
income local residents. It receives $3,500 to (908)-756-6870
provide civil legal assistance to low income UCPC provides out-patient mental health services
for residents of Union County. These services
clients in the Westfield area.
Cerebral Palsy League Of Union County include psychiatric and clinical evaluations;
medication management; individual, family and
(908) 709-1800
The league provides educational, vocational and group therapies; and clinical case management
therapeutic programs for multiply handicapped for children and adults. It receives $11,700 for
individuals of all ages. It receives $7,100 towards outpatient behavioral services.
Visiting Health Service Of Union County, Inc.
an Adult Work Training Program.
www.visitinghealth.org - (908)-233-3113
Community Access Unlimited
The service helps individuals and families remain
www.caunj.org
in their own homes during times of stress caused
(908) 354-3040
This organization offers a wide range of services by medical or social problems. It receives $5,900
for disadvantaged youth and adults with for a Certified Home Health Aide program.
disabilities. It receives $1,500 to assist low Visiting Nurse And Health Services
income, homeless, elderly & disabled local www.holyredeemer.com - (908)-352-5694
residents who are seeking housing. In addition The services (VNHS) is a licensed, voluntary
$3,500 is allocated to provide outreach, education non-profit home and hospice program providing
and recreation to youth and adults with skilled nursing and hospice care, among other
services to residents of Union County. It receives
disabilities.
$7,000 for its Home Care program and $3,500 for
CONTACT We Care
www.contactwecare.org -(908) 301-1899 office home visitations to prevent child abuse and neglect.
Westfield Community Center Association
(908) 232-2880 – Crisis Hotline
CONTACT We Care is a 24-hour crisis hotline (908)-232-4759
staffed by highly trained volunteers who provide The WCC is a multi-service center, providing
confidential crisis intervention, reassurance, social, recreational and educational programs
support and referrals on community resources. It serving local residents of all age groups. It receives
receives $10,000 for its 24-hour Crisis Hotline $54,000 for after school/summer day camp
programs, $50,000 for a senior citizens program,
and $3,600 for its Senior Outreach Program.
and $12,000 for “At Risk” youth program.
Girl Scouts, Washington Rock Council
Westfield “Y”
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts
westfieldynj.org - (908)-233-2700
(908) 232-3236
The council inspires girls with the highest ideals The “Y” serves as a social focal point for the
of character, conduct, patriotism and service. entire community by offering recreational
Serving over 11,000 girls and adults in the local activities and programs for every member of the
area, the Girl Scouts receive $19,500 for youth family. It receives $73,000 for youth & family
activities, $65,000 for teen programs and $35,000
development and outreach programs.
for senior wellness. In addition the “Y” utilizes
Jewish Community Center
Westfield United Way funding to support those
www.jccnj.org
who ordinarily could not afford to participate
(908)-889-8800
The center provides social, recreational, and to keep fees affordable for all.
educational and humanitarian services for Youth And Family Counseling Service
individuals and families through all phases of www.westfieldnj.com/yfcs - (908)-233-2042
life. The JCC receives $7,500 for day camp YFCS offers counseling to families and
scholarships, $7,500 for after school care and individuals with problems of adolescent conflicts,
marital difficulty, parent-child relationships,
$7,500 to fund senior adult programs.
child behavior difficulties and individual
Jewish Family Service Agency
personality problems. It receives $60,000 to help
www.jfscentralnj.com
fund these counseling programs.
Elizabeth; (908)-352-8375
Fanwood; (908)-889-4848
Warren; (908)-226-0727
The agency provides individual, family & marital
Westfield United Way
counseling, child study team evaluations,
301 North Avenue West
homemaker services, as well as many other
resources for the community. It receives $8,800
Westfield, NJ 07090
towards a counseling program for children and
908-233-2113
$4,000 for Home Care services.
contact@unitedwaywestfield.org

This Is Westfield

2006

Page 27

Our 34th Annual Edition

R E/MAX

Properties Unlimited, Realtors
200 North Avenue East
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-9292
www.nj-homes.info
Our RE/MAX agents have the experience you can count on to make your real estate
dreams come true! Just tell us what you want.

Camie Delaney
Broker/Manager
908-518-5442

Emerson Amador
908-518-5496

Peter Hogaboom
908-518-5448

Tammy Lieberman
908-518-5441

Jerry & Lisa Scaturo

Frank Silletti
908-518-5443

908-518-5440

Shanna Coelho
908-518-5444

Frank Dandrea
908-518-5464

Patricia Diaz
908-518-5447

Scott Gleason
908-518-5456

Virginia Hamill
908-518-5488

Mary Alice Manning
908-518-5463

Donna Nackson
908-518-5484

Tony Previte
908-518-5455

Brenda Putzer
908-518-5449

Jennifer Ruiz
908-233-9292

Janice Tittel
908-518-5485

Ellen Troeller
908-518-5454

William Webster
908-518-5451

Mona Williams
908-518-5445

Patty Thomson
908-518-5469

No matter what you’re looking for, we’ll help you find it. Whether it’s a special house in Westfield,
the country, a place in the city, or something with a view of the trees. Nobody sells more real estate
than RE/MAX. Where do you want to be? Wherever it is, we’ll be there for you.
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Houses of Worship
Bethel Baptist Church
539 Trinity Place, Westfield
(908) 233-4250 (908) 233-9625
Tappansrus@comcast.net
Kevin Clark, Pastor

Rabbinic Center Synagogue
128 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield
(908) 233-0419
Rabbi Irwin Fishbein

Christian Science Society
Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street, Westfield
(908) 232-3226

Redeemer Lutheran Church
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield
(908) 232-1517
redeemerlutheranwestfield.com
Reverend Paul Kritsch, Pastor

Presbyterian Church of Mountainside
1459 Meeting House Lane, Mountainside
(908) 232-9490
www.mountainsidenj.com/cpc
Rev. Christopher Belden, Pastor

St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield
(908) 232-1214
wharms@sainthelen.org
Rev. Msgr. William Harms, Pastor

Echo Lake Church of Christ
419 Springfield Avenue, Westfield
(908) 233-4946
westfieldnj.com/elcc
elcc@westfieldnj.com
Brian Nicklaus, Minister

St. Luke’s A.M.E. Zion Church
500 Downer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2547
Rev. Leon Randall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of Westfield
170 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2278
fbcwestfield.org
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
Dr. Darla D. Turlington, Senior Pastor

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 232-8506
stpaulswestfield.org
Reverend Andrew Hamersley, Rector
Temple Emanu-El
756 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 232-6770
westfieldnj.com/temple
Rabbi Douglas Sagal

First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2494
fccofwestfield.org
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
uccfcc@verizon.net
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield
Reverend Dr. Mark Boyea, Senior Minister (908) 233-0301
westfieldpc.org
First United Methodist Church
Reverend Dr. Raymond Roberts, Pastor
1 East Broad Street, Westfield
(908) 233-4211
Union County Torah Center
fumcwestfield.org
418 Central Avenue, Westfield
Rev. Edward H. Carll, Th.M., Pastor
(908) 789-5252 Rabbi Levi Block
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
1100 Boulevard, Westfield
(908) 232-4403
westfieldnj.com/gopc
gopc@westfieldnj.com
Stanford Sutton, Jr., Pastor
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
250 Gallows Hill Road, Westfield
(908) 233-8533
holytrinitywestfield.org
htgoc@aol.com
Rev. Peter Delvizis, Pastor
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
315 First Street, Westfield
(908) 232-8137
htrcc.org
holytrinity.romancatholicchurch@verizon.net
Rev. Msgr. Joseph P. Masiello, Pastor
Mountainside Chapel
180 Spruce Drive, Mountainside
(908) 232-3456
mountainsidechapel.org
Dr. Gregory Hagg, Senior Minister

Fanwood
Emanuel Baptist Church
1130 Lincoln Avenue, Fanwood
(908) 233-2322
Fanwood Presbyterian Church
74 Martine Avenue S., Fanwood
(908) 889-8891
First Church of Christ, Scientist
257 Midway Avenue, Fanwood
(908) 322-8461
Terrill Road Bible Chapel
535 Terrill Road, Fanwood
(908) 322-4055
Woodside Chapel
5 Morse Avenue, Fanwood
(908) 889-2375
Scotch Plains
All Saints Episcopal Church
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-8047

New Jersey District of the Lutheran Church
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Missouri Synod
1781 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
1168 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside
(908) 889-5556
(908) 233-8111
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church Congregation Beth Israel
18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside
(908) 889-1830
(908) 232-1162
Continued Next Page
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A Tradition of Caring Since 1728

The Presbyterian Church
In Westfield
Come visit us! We are a friendly, active
growing community of faith with dynamic
programs and mission opportunities for all.
youth programs that
• Engaging
make a difference
Sunday School and
• Insightful
mid-week programs for kids
• Adult Education & Bible Study
• Exciting small group options
• Childcare available during worship
• Choir & Handbells for all ages
Sunday Worship: 8 am and 10:30 am
for information please call 908.233.0301
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldpc.org
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Houses of Worship
Evangel Church
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-9300

St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
40 Alden Street, Cranford
(908) 276-0360

First United Methodist Church
1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-9222

Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford
(908) 276-9231

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford/
1571 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains
North Avenue at Forest Avenue, Cranford
(908) 889-2100
(908) 276-4047
Jewish Community Center of Central NJ
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-8800

St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church
325 Second Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0280

Metropolitan Baptist Church
Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 233-2855

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
213 Center Street, Garwood
(908) 789-1285

Mt. Sinai Alpha Omega Church of Christ
2678 Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 233-3010

First Unitarian Society of Plainfield
724 Park Avenue, Plainfield
(908) 756-0750

Scotch Plains Baptist Church
333 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5487

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
101 Mountain Avenue, Springfield
(973) 379-4525

Scotch Plains Christian Church
1800 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-1690

Jehovah’s Witnesses
1170 Old Raritan Road, Clark
(908) 382-2290

St. Bartholomew the Apostle Catholic Church St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
332 Madison Hill Road, Clark
(908) 322-9880
(732) 388-7852

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM
at the Christian Science READING ROOM
116 Quimby Street (across from Robert Treat Delicatessen)
For Reading Room hours and other information
call 908-232-3226.

St John’s Baptist Church
2387 Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6972

Temple Beth Ahm – Conservative
60 Temple Drive, Springfield
(201) 376-0539

Terrill Road Baptist Church
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7151

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark
111 Valley Road, Clark
(732) 381-8403

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 232-5678

Temple Sha’arey Shalom
78 South Springfield Avenue, Springfield
(201) 379-5387

Others Nearby
Calvary Lutheran Church
108 Eastman Street, Cranford
(908) 276-2418
Cranford Alliance Church
7 Cherry Street, Cranford
(908) 276-1617
Cranford United Methodist Church
201 Lincoln Avenue, East, Cranford
(908) 276-0936
First Baptist Church of Cranford
100 High Street
(908) 276-2760
First Presbyterian Church
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford
(908) 276-8440

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL - RADIO EDITION
SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio
For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com,
www.powerfulprayer.com, www.marybakereddylibrary.org

Grace & Peace Fellowship Church
950 Raritan Road, Cranford
(908) 276-8740
Jehovah’s Witnesses
77 Chestnut Street, Cranford
(908) 276-3753
Saint Mark AME Church
34 High Street, Cranford
(908) 276-3449

Union County Baptist Church
4 Valley Road, Clark
(908) 574-1479
Unitarian Church in Summit
4 Waldron Avenue, Summit
(908) 273-3245
Zion Lutheran Church of Clark
559 Raritan Road, Clark
(908) 382-7320
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Westfield Fire Department

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department

405 North Avenue W.
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 789-4130
E-mail: fire@westfieldnj.gov
Emergency: Dial 911
Chief
Daniel J. Kelly
Deputy Chiefs
Kenneth Dannevig (Fire Prevention)
David Kelly (Operations)
Captains
Michael Brennan
Roger Sawicki
Peter Klebaur
Robert Buccino

Chief Daniel J. Kelly

John Peterson
Scott Mazza
Edward Silver

Lieutenants
James Dannevig
Michael Ridge
Timothy Brennan

Scott Miller
Anthony Tiller
James Ryan, Jr. (Fire Prevention)

Harry Keen
Michael Loeffler
Robert Tarantino
R. Brian Dunlap
Christopher Love
David Mazza
Daniel Maglione
Matthew Pereira

Fire Fighters
Thomas Ryan
Angelo Bencivenga
John McCormack
Aldo Tammaro
Michael Skubish
James C. Pfeiffer
Rick Jurgens
Karl Kelber

Michael Sawicki
Michael Lanza
Kevin McCormack
Robert Sawicki
Michael Duelks
Craig Manning
Louis Cerchio, III
Benjamin B. Corbin

Volunteer Company
Keith Brothers, Jonathan DiIorio, Steve DiTrolio, David Duelks, Daniel Kaltneckar,
Daniel Kelly Sr., Joseph Saunders, Richard Schwarz, Daniel Tammaro, Michael
Viscido, Greg Ryan, Thomas Wengerter, Peter Klebaur (Military Leave)
Secretary Maureen Gabriel - FirePreventionBureau
Photo By Benjamin B. Corbin
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Westfield Police Department

Chief John M. Parizeau

Detective Bureau
Det. Sgt. John Rowe
Juvenile Bureau
Det. Sgt. Andrew Gallagher
Records Bureau
Sgt. Scott Rodger
Traffic Safety Bureau
Lt. Nicholas Norton
Det. 2/G Lisa Perrotta
Robert J. McInerney
Vincent W. Hatala
Anthony V. Vastano
Mark Cierpial
Robert Weiss
W. Richard Smialowicz
Christopher Wolfson
Vincent Piano
Gary G. Moore
Robert F. Bartkus, Jr.
Gregory W. Kasko

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 789.4000
E-mail: police@westfieldnj.gov
Emergency: Dial 911
Chief
John M. Parizeau
Captains
Clifford Auchter, Administrative
David Wayman, Operations
Lieutenants
Det. Lt. Frank Brunelle
Lt. Thomas Tyrrell
Lt. James T. Schneider
Lt. Carmen Brocato
Lt. Edward Maguire

Detectives
Ronald Allen
James F. Mccullough
Eric Lieberman
Joseph Costanzo
Barron Chambliss
Sandra Chambers
Gregory Hobson

Patrol Sergeants
Sgt. John Ricerca
Sgt. William Moffitt
Sgt. Todd Earl
Sgt. Matthew Cassidy
Sgt. Christopher Battiloro

Patrol Officers
James J. Stivale
Harold V. Caulfield
Robert J. Riley
Jason Rodger
Kevin O’Keefe
Frank Padovano
Robert Beaton
Frank Moya
Preston Freeman
Jason Carter

Jason McErlean
Leonard Lugo
Frank Ricci
Marcin Kapka
Joseph Martino
Nicole Tango
John Tango
Frank Impellizzeri
Donald Perkins
Jeffrey Johnson (Recruit)

Photo By Horace Corbin

Protect And Serve
Special Police
Cpt. John Morgan; Sgt. Anthony Garrigan
(Class II) - Sergeant Michael Kurdilla, Robert
Mussachia, Eugene Sisnetsky
(Class I) - Christopher Beck, John Egidio, Paul
Ferry, Christopher Donovan, Christopher
Scuorzo, Thomas Ostrander, Jonathan Pierce,
Jr., Jacqueline Powell, Joseph Saunders
Officer Nicholas Bagan
Parking Services - Patricia Roselli, Clerk; Gina
Powell, Clerk; Jenny Deo, Clerk; Mark Dempsey,
Enforcement

Police/Fire Dispatchers
Paul Ferry, Darius Tokarz, Kim Sakr,
Thomas Ostrander, Jason Best
Office
Robin Marko, Secretary; Geraldine
O’Keefe; Vanita Claiborne; Debra
DiFabio, Records Clerks
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Golfing in the Area

Parks And
Recreation
The Town of Westfield has five beautiful
parks, three playing fields and a pool overseen by the Westfield Recreation Department, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield. Tel.
(908) 789-4080.

Town Parks
Brightwood Park - Prospect Street;
Pond with a dam, picnic areas and nature
trails.
Clark Park Field - Clark Street; Memorial
trees, gardens and jogging path.
Elm Street Field - Elm Street; Soccer and
all-purpose field, tennis courts.
Gumbert Field - South Chestnut Street;
Basketball courts, little league fields, jogging path and play area.
Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields - Lamberts Mill
Road; Soccer and all-purpose field with
children’s play area.
Lenape Park - E. Broad Street and Springfield Avenue.
Sycamore Field - Sycamore Street; Soccer
and all-purpose field, as well as a children’s
play area.
Memorial Park - Scotch Plains Avenue;
Softball fields, basketball courts, soccer
fields, handball courts, tennis courts and
play area.
Tamaques Park - Lamberts Mill Road;
Picnicing, basketball and tennis courts,
shuffleboard, playing fields, baseball fields,
play areas, pond, jogging oval, handball,
service building and restrooms.
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MOMENTS TO REMEMBER...Dad and son enjoy being together during the annual fishing derby
sponsored each year by the Policeman’s Benevolent Association at Mindowaskin Pond.

Windsor Park - Windsor Avenue; Basketball court and children’s play area.
Mindowaskin Park - East Broad Street;
Play area, trees, pond, garden and gazebo.

Some Sports Clubs
Westfield Wrestling Assn.
westfieldnj.com/wrestling
Westfield Tennis Assn.
westfieldnj.com/wta
Westfield Soccer Assn.
westfieldnjsoccer.com
Westfield Police Softball
(908) 232-1000

Westfield Lacrosse Assn.
westfieldnj.com/laxclub
Westfield Girls Softball Assn.
Annual registration
Westfield Girls Lacrosse
westfieldnj.com/laxclub
Westfield Basketball Assn.
westfieldnj.com/wba
Westfield Youth Baseball League
westfieldnj.wbl
P.A.L. Football
westfieldnj.com/pal
Police Athletic League
(908)233-7105
New Jersey Table Tennis Club
(908) 232-9659

Union County is home to a number of public
and private golf courses. A listing follows:
Public Courses
Ash Brook Golf Course, Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains. 18-hole (908) 756-0414;
Pitch and Putt, (908) 765-0550.
Galloping Hill Golf Course, Boulevard,
Kenilworth, 27-hole (908) 686-1556; Pitch
and Putt, (908) 687-1990.
Oak Ridge Golf Course, Oak Ridge Road,
Clark, 18-hole (732) 574-0139.
Scotch Hills Golf Course, Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains, 9-hole (908) 232-9748.
Hyatt Hills Golf Course, Raritan Road,
Clark, 9-hole (732) 669-9100.
Private Courses
Echo Lake Country Club, Springfield Avenue, Westfield, 18-hole (908) 232-4141.
Shackamaxon
Country
Club,
Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, 18-holes
(908) 233-1300.
Plainfield Country Club, Woodland Avenue, 18-hole, 9-hole (908) 757-1800.
Canoe Brook Country Club, Morris Turnpike, Summit, 36-holes (908) 277-0100.
Baltusrol Country Club, Shunpike Road,
Springfield, 36-hole (973) 376-1900.
Suburban Golf Club, Morris Avenue,
Union, 18-hole (908) 686-0413.

Pools

Westfield Memorial Pool Complex
Scotch Plains Ave., Westfield, (908) 7894086
Echo Lake Country Club
Springfield Ave. Westfield, (908) 232-4141
Manor Park Swim Club
2 Laurel Place, Westfield, (908) 232-3360
Nomahegan Swim Club
Springfield Ave., Westfield, (908) 709-0225
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Union County
Parks and Recreation
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207, www.ucnj.org, (908) 527-4900
Union County's public park system has 30 parks and recreational facilities on more than
5,600 acres. Some of the activities include hiking, walking, horseback riding, fishing, ice
skating, swimming and a wide variety of family programs. Special services include rental
of a portable bandwagon and sound system, picnic/ball field/beer permits, boat licenses and
facility rentals. Several of the county parks partially within or nearby Westfield are:
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside and Westfield; Lenape Park in Union, Westfield,
Cranford, Kenilworth and Springfield; Unami Park in Cranford, Westfield and Garwood;
Ashbrook Reservation in Clark, Scotch Plains and Edison; Nomahegan Park in Cranford;
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark; Watchung Reservation in Summit, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Mountainside and Berkeley Heights; Watchung Stable; Trailside Nature and
Science Center.

Our Union County Neighbors
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
David Cohen, Mayor
29 Park Avenue
(908) 464-2700
www.berkeleyheightstwp.com

New Providence, NJ 07974
Allen Morgan, Mayor
360 Elkwood Avenue
(908) 665-1400
www.newprov.org

Clark, NJ 07066
Salvatore Bonaccorso, Mayor
809 Featherbed Lane
(732) 388-3600
www.ourclark.com

Plainfield, NJ 07060
Sharon Robinson-Briggs, Mayor
515 Watchung Avenue
(908) 753-3310
www.plainfield.com

Cranford, NJ 07016
Daniel Aschenbach, Mayor
8 Springfield Avenue
(908) 709-7200
www.cranford.com/township

Rahway, NJ 07065
James J. Kennedy, Mayor
One City Hall Plaza
(732) 827-2000
www.cityofrahway.com

Elizabeth, NJ 07201
J. Christian Bollwage, Mayor
50 Winfield Scott Plaza
(908) 820-4000
www.elizabethnj.org

Roselle, NJ 07203
Garrett Smith, Mayor
210 Chestnut Street
(908) 245-5600
www.ucnj.org/roselle

Fanwood, NJ 07023
Coleen Mahr, Mayor
75 North Martine Ave.
(908) 322-8236
www.visitfanwood.com

Roselle Park, NJ 07204
Joseph DeIorio, Mayor
110 East Westfield Avenue,
(908) 245-6180
www.rosellepark.net,

Garwood, NJ 07027
Dennis McCarthy, Mayor
403 South Avenue
(908) 789-0710
www.garwood.org

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Martin L. Marks, Mayor
430 Park Avenue
(908) 322-6700
www.scotchplainsnj.com

Hillside, NJ 07205
Karen McCoy Oliver, Mayor
1409 Liberty Avenue
(973) 926-3000
www.townshipofhillside.org

Springfield, NJ 07081
Clara Harelik, Mayor
100 Mountain Avenue
(973) 912-2200
www.springfield-nj.com

Kenilworth, NJ 07033
Gregg David, Mayor
567 Boulevard
(908) 276-9090
www.kenilworthnj.com

Summit, NJ 07901
Jordan Glatt, Mayor
512 Springfield Avenue
(908) 277-9420
www.cityofsummit.com

Linden, NJ 07036
John Gregorio, Mayor
301 North Wood Avenue
(908) 474-8493
www.linden-nj.org

Union, NJ 07083
Peter Capodice, Mayor
1976 Morris Avenue
(908) 688-2800
www.uniontownship.com

Mountainside, NJ 07092
Robert Viglianti, Mayor
1385 Route 22
(908) 232-2400
www.mountainside-nj.com

Winfield, NJ 07036
David P. Wright, Mayor
12 Gulfstream Avenue
(908) 925-3850
www.ucnj.org/winfield

Cashdan & Kane, PLLC
is pleased to announce
the opening of its
New Jersey office

Michael G. Kane,
Managing Partner
435 E. Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
www.cashdankane.com
mkane@cashdankane.com

Mr. Kane will continue his practice in
employment law, including employment
contracts, discrimination, wage & hour,
severance negotiations and Sarbanes-Oxley.
Tel: (908) 264-9331
Fax:(908) 264-9335
New Jersey

N
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Bernard Heeney, Jr.
Creative Writing Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners and to the several dozen that entered.
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
At-Large Category
1st by Abby Avis, “First Snow”
2nd by Joan Feller, “Bedroom Window”
3rd by John O’Conner, “TDK”
Student Category
1st by Joshua Brafman, “Adventures of
Starman”
2nd by Elizabeth Harbaugh, “A Past Overlooked”
3rd by Daniel Grimes, “My Race”

Honorable Mention
Thomas Taylor, “Sycamore Trees”
William McMeekan, Jr., “Overdue Materials From This Library…”
Barbara Burton, “Westfield Votes on a Free
Public Library”
Joanna Wayner, “Dog’s Eye View”

First Snow
BY ABBY AVIS
1ST PLACE AT-LARGE
The New Jersey Transit commuter train
pulled away from the usually busy Westfield
station, leaving only one lone figure standing on the platform in the darkness, watching
the red lights fade away down the track. The
young woman walked off the platform, carrying her duffle bag through the underground
tunnel. She emerged on the south side, looking around at the stillness that settled over
the town during the first
snowfall of the season.
Nothing was around
except for a few cars
scattered throughout the
parking lot, dusted with
snow, and waiting silently like hibernating
bears. The newspaper
stand was closed up
tight, padlocks secured
on wooden shutters.
The large evergreen
tree that sat on the grassy
divider was already decorated with the holiday lights strung through its branches, rainbows of color sparkling through the softly
falling snow. There was a peace over the
town that she wasn’t used to feeling, a sense
of magic that only comes with the first snowfall.
The wind blew, swirling snowflakes
through the air in front of her. She shivered
and pulled her winter coat tighter around her
as she made her way over to the station
house. No matter how many winters she
spent in this town, the cold weather still got
into the seams of her coat.
The station house was closed for the night
and she was forced to stand under the overhang, out of the light snow but not protected
from the frigid wind. She dropped her duffle
bag on the sidewalk and wrapped her arms
tighter around her, trying to keep the warmth
in.
She looked down the street, hoping that
her ride would remember her and come soon.
Her cell phone died on the train ride, and she
had no way to reach home. But no running
cars were in sight. She sighed and slumped
back against the stone wall, staring down at
the snowflakes as they landed and covered
the blacktop of the parking lot.
A noise to her right, a muffled footstep in
the snow, caused her to look up again. A
young man was now standing next to her, his
hands in the pockets of his dark green coat.
A warm looking, red knit scarf was wrapped
loosely around his neck and a gray wool
newsboy cap perched on his head. He was
smiling up at the evergreen tree, the colored
lights reflected in his eyes. She looked over
at him, wondering where he suddenly came
from and why he didn’t look as cold as she

felt.
He just stood there, staring up at the tree
and not moving. A gust blew past her and she
shivered, now hopelessly trying to stay warm
by rubbing her arms. She glanced down, but
no footprints were in the snow other than the
ones she made. She moved closer to her
duffel bag, her leg brushing against it, reassuring herself it was still there. She shivered
again, but not because of the weather.
The young man turned suddenly, looking
directly into her eyes.
She could feel her
mouth gape open, and
quickly shut it. She finally got a good look at
his face, the only part
of him not covered by
winter clothes. He was
actually quite handsome, with a few dark
curls escaping from
under his hat.
He reached up and
took his scarf off, holding it out to her with one hand. His dark eyes
searched hers, his head leaning to one side,
inquisitively. She nodded slowly and he
leaned over, draping the scarf around her.
She took one end and wrapped it securely
around her neck, the heat left in it from his
body suddenly warming her.
He nodded at her and pulled his cap down
a bit. She opened her mouth to thank him, but
lights from a car entering the parking lot
suddenly caught her attention. They illuminated the front of the station, and she blinked
at the sudden increase in light.
She turned towards the oncoming car,
recognizing her sister’s beat up Honda pulling into the parking lot. She smiled, glad that
someone finally remembered to pick her up.
The car stopped at the curb, bass thumping
from the music her sister insisted on listening to at a level that no normal person could
enjoy.
When she turned back to look at the young
man, he was suddenly gone, no trace of
footsteps walking away from the place he
stood.
She opened the car door, the music bursting out into the still night air. She threw her
bag in the back and climbed into the passenger seat, now feeling too warm as the
hot air from the overworked heater enveloped her. As her sister pulled out of the
parking lot, singing along to the ear-piercing screech coming from the speakers, she
stared out the window, wondering what
had just happened.
She reached to unzip her jacket and felt the
red wool scarf around her neck.
She smiled as the car drove down South
Avenue, knowing something very strange
had just occurred on this winter night.
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From Her Bedroom Window
BY JOAN FELLER
2ND PLACE AT-LARGE
It is a very dark morning – from her
bedroom window she can see the streetlights
painting pale yellow circles onto the charcoal roadway. Overhead, the trees naked and
exposed moan a sad, lonely wail as the wind
tosses and twists their fragile-looking
branches. It is January in Westfield and although the newspapers say so and the television and the radio, she can tell by watching
the squirrels, chipmunks and the occasional
brown rabbit scramble for a meal in the
barren landscape. At her well-supplied bird
feeder, she sees only cold-weather birds,
cardinals, sparrows, and crows, just a little
bit plumper than they would be otherwise
this time of year. Flocks of grackles numbering in the hundreds sweep in from heavenonly-knows-where to land in her yard, in the
street, on the rooftops, creating a shiny black
carpet of life wherever they touch down. It
isn’t country anymore, not as it was when
she first moved here, a young, frightened
bride from upper-state New York. There
weren’t any SUVs on the roads then, mainly
tractors and pickup trucks and a few station
wagons. The rich people drove the station
wagons. The train was here before she came
along, on a quiet night she can still hear the
whistle as it pulls into the station. Taking
long walks down Westfield’s shady streets,
she knows that the beautiful, renovated Victorian homes house not extended families as
they did originally, but nuclear families with
only two and three children. The downtown
has changed so much, too; she used to know
the owners of the dress shops and restaurants
and book store where she spent hours brows-

ing. It was “Hello, how are you, how’s the
family, your hubby get over that sickness he
had?” Today, the big-name manufacturers,
The Gap, Talbots, Lord and Taylor, and that
naughty Victoria’s Secret, are anonymous to
her, as she is unknown to them.
When she arrived, all the land that she
could see from her bedroom window was
theirs, hers and her husband’s, inherited
through three generations, passed down to
them from her husband’s father and his father and his before him. Like most of their
friends and neighbors they grew vegetables;
just about anything that would sell on the
New York market, or at their own farm stand
along South Avenue. Acres and acres, rows
of pale green corn stalks, purple eggplants,
red staked tomatoes, bushes of peppers, cucumber plants swaying in the wind, before
baking in the sun that preceded the dripping
rain you were always so glad to see. Sometimes, of course, it rained too much or it
didn’t rain enough and then the yields would
be small, too small to support the farm or
afford simple luxuries for the children. Then
the land, the house, the equipment would be
mortgaged, precious loans of money for the
necessities that would carry them over the
harsh winter to the next planting season. To
a time when the yields would be higher, the
profits larger, the knot of anxiety in the pit of
your stomach smaller. Because what you
were doing was betting on the weather, most
times it came through but often it didn’t.
In the end, the hardships and the struggles
are quickly forgotten. They had four children, two boys and two girls and all of them
went to college. She and her husband, they
weren’t so arrogant as to think they did it

alone. Because they knew that the land had
provided, and a town full of friends and
customers had certainly helped, and the seasons that rolled faithfully through every year,
giving far more than they ever took; their
church which supplied the faith that kept
them going through the hard times and insisted on humility lest they get too proud
during the best of times.
From her bedroom window, she can still
see the side yard where her children played
and grew up. She would sit at the window in
the late afternoon with her knitting and her
mending and occasionally her eyes would
fill with tears watching the spectacle unfold.
Sometimes, she had to admit, she would
have to intervene when play fighting turned
serious or the girls cried with complaints.
Now the view has changed, the side yard
instead of facing a plowed field backs up
against a neighbor’s backyard, the neighbor’s
house faces the street, and across that street,
another house and yard and back and back.

All of it was once theirs, but they sold it off
in parcels over the years until her husband
finally retired from farming. New children,
playing and growing. New neighbors, nice
people. Not farmers, though. Lawyers, engineers, doctors, financial analysts. They ride
the trains and busses or drive their own cars
to work, not a tractor going out to plow. They
look at her children and see adults. They look
at her, and if they ask, try to imagine the past
she tells them about.
Downstairs, the front door slams. “Mom,
it’s Ted. Where are you?” Her oldest, just off
the train from New York, will take her to the
hospital to pick up her husband. His “plumbing surgery,” big Ted calls it. Her son stands
in the doorway, looking so much like his
father. “You ready?”
She turns, and takes one more look from
her bedroom window at the long dark shadows created by the winter sunlight. The early
afternoon has brightened. She will be glad
when spring comes and the days are longer.
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The Adventures 0f
Starman
BY JOSHUA BRAFMAN
1ST PLACE STUDENT
On a bright day in 1993, many people
gathered to commemorate a new plaque in
Brightwood Park, on Prospect Street in
Westfield, New Jersey. It was dedicated to a
man named Noel Taylor. But who was he?
And why did he have a plaque in his honor?
It all began in Houston, Texas….As a
result of a contest in 1961 by the National Air
and Space Administration (NASA), Noel
Taylor, a gray haired, middle-aged biology
teacher in Roosevelt School in Westfield,
New Jersey, was selected to be the first
teacher to be shot into space via a capsule.
During the space flight, as he flew over a
pond in New Jersey, a star passed through his
spaceship. The star’s energy overloaded and
short-circuited the guidance system, causing
the spaceship to crash to earth. The capsule
skimmed across the pond into a mud-ridden
shore, taking up water in its wake. When
Taylor hit the ground, he crashed through the
windshield of the capsule and got stuck in
very gooey mud. A blast of energy shot from
his hands that jerked him free. He then took
a moment to see where he was. Tall trees,
many bushes and a few tufts of grass, surrounded him. The full moon was shining
brightly. At that point, he realized he had
superpowers. He can fly, he can form many
black holes and can disintegrate any kind of
matter, even titanium, a piece of scrap metal
that was blocking his path out of the park.
Soon after, he returned home, but he was

not ready to tell his wife all that had happened to him. For the next couple of days,
Taylor isolated himself in his garage workshop, creating a superhero outfit for himself.
The mask of his costume is in the shape of a
yellow star; the rest of his outfit is a blue
jumpsuit, with a red utility belt and a yellow
jagged cape. Attached to the mask are two
eyeholes covered with blue plastic. Taylor is
always sure to hide his costume from his
wife who has wondered what he was doing
spending so much time in his workshop.
After the costume is finished, Taylor donned
the costume and named himself “Starman.”
He was hailed by the local authorities and
loved by everyone.
Meanwhile, a mysterious person in a hidden lair was jealous of all the attention
Starman was getting. He was also jealous of
Noel Taylor, because he had a crush on
Taylor’s wife during high school. However,
he was unable to establish a connection that
Starman and Noel Taylor were the same
person, so he decided to eliminate them both
by sending a monster to destroy the downtown section of Westfield. The monster has
purple snake-like eyes, red scaly skin, four
arms, blue sharp claws and talons and green
spikes all the way to the tip of his tail. His
mouth was similar to that of a shark’s. Because of his immense size, all the newscasters started to call him Gigantor.
Hearing Gigantor’s loud roars from outside, Taylor, scrambling into his outfit, rushed
out the window flying to save downtown
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Westfield. When he got there, Starman rushed
right up to Gigantor’s face and punched him,
sending him into a tall building. The screams
of people running away could be heard in
every direction. Gigantor, now angry and
confused, shot flames from his mouth at
Starman. Starman simply shrugged and shot
straight through the flames and into
Gigantor’s mouth. After a minute, Starman
flew out of Gigantor’s mouth. Gigantor tried
to grab Starman with his four arms, but was
surprised to find that his arms had been tied
into a knot behind his back.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Taylor was at home making dinner for her husband, wondering what
he had been doing in that workshop of his.
She heard a piece of glass shatter and when
she turned around, she found a tall man who
looked as if he was completely made of
shadows. He had gleaming red eyes, sharp
teeth, long sharp metal claws, flames coming
out of his head, metal cleat-like boots and a
black cape that had the word “potatoes”
printed on it. He took out a brown sack,
threw it over Mrs. Taylor and then over his
shoulder and leaped out the window. He ran
into a dark alley, cackling.
Starman was wondering who had sent
Gigantor. As he is doing so, he heard his wife
scream, rushed to their apartment and found
her gone. He now realizes that the monster
had been a distraction to aid in the kidnapping of his wife. Hearing a beeping noise
from inside his workshop, he grabbed his
electronic organizer. On the screen was a
map of Westfield, with one glowing dot.
Starman now knew that the tracking device
he had implanted in Gigantor’s mouth during their battle was a good thing to do. In the
battle with Gigantor, while inside his mouth,

2006
Starman had planted a tracking device on the
roof of Gigantor’s mouth. Starman now knew
what he had to do. He took off the Starman
outfit, packed it in a knapsack and grabbed
the tracking device. Noel Taylor followed
the dots on the virtual map to Brightwood
Park. Hearing a twig snap, Taylor hid behind
a tree. Peeking around the tree, he saw Eclipse.
Eclipse took out what looked like a garage
door opener. He pressed a button and a giant
tube came out of the water, another button
opened the entrance; the same button closed
the tube and it descended below the pond.
Starman was faced with a steel-plated door.
Using his disintegration powers, he made a
hole big enough for him to squeeze through,
but small enough so it would not be flooded.
Making his way into the main chamber, he
found his wife tied up and the kidnapper
sitting on a throne.
“Who are you?” Starman asked.
“My name,” he replied, “is Eclipse. I was
once normal just like you, and even in the
same school, but I was sent on a space
mission to the sun- to understand it betterbut my spaceship collided with it, giving me
superpowers.”
“Could you just hand over the girl, so I
don’t have to hurt you?” asked Starman.
Eclipse simply laughed and said, “Let’s
just see how you do against Gigantor.”
Pressing a button, he revealed Gigantor,
with one robotic eye and four metal arms.
After a huge battle, Starman emerged victorious. He pummeled Eclipse and, using his
disintegration powers, made both of them
disappear for good.
A plaque at the entrance to Brightwood
Park (now Taylor Park) commemorates these
brave deeds.
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TDK - The Teardown Killer,
Sound of Bulldozer’s Engine
BY JOHN O’CONNER
3RD PLACE AT-LARGE
Al and Betty Evars never wanted to leave
Westfield. But circumstances dictated that
they no longer could live deep in the heart of
taxes. As always, Betty left it up to Al to find
“Next Jersey.”
It was Saint Patrick’s Day a year later in
Cary, North Carolina, and Marilyn Coffey
laughed and waved as the bulldozer, festooned with green ribbons, barreled past her
house on its way to her new neighbors. She
was secretly jealous that Al and Betty from
New Jersey had bought the most secluded
and biggest house in the new, gated community of Whispering Oaks.
“It finally got here,” Betty Evars said to
herself as she found the Westfield Leader in
the morning’s mail. It had taken three weeks
for the paper to process the new address for
her subscription. “Oh, my God,” Betty
shrieked, oblivious to the sound of the
bulldozer’s engine, as she sat in astonishment on her couch.
The Leader Page One story told of the
brutal murder of a top-rated real estate agent
who was found strangled inside a newly
listed home in Mountainside. Her killer, police said, apparently had posed as a prospective buyer. Even more shocking was the
photo of the victim: Mary Rocca, the agent
who had found a buyer for the Evars’ sincedemolished home on Kimball Circle.
Betty never finished reading the story.
Police found her dead body and the couch
sandwiched between the bulldozer and the
Viking oven in the kitchen. Her husband’s
body later was discovered in his car in the
parking lot of his new orthodontist. He had
been strangled with an electrical cord. Betty
Evars’ black BMW sedan turned up at Raleigh-Durham Airport.
Surveillance cameras at the airport parking lot had recorded a man exit Evars’ car
and enter the terminal. A beard, dark sunglasses and a baseball cap obscured his face.
No one fitting that description was found to
have boarded any flight from the terminal,
however. The killer apparently had shed his
disguise once inside. Police also speculated
that the killer had gone to the airport as a ruse
to throw them off the scent. The killer used a
rental car, stolen overnight from a local motel, to carry out the murders.
Thus, the Evars became the second and
third victims of the person who the Leader
would dub “TDK,” shorthand for Tear Down
Killer. His moniker was a no-brainer for the
paper’s editor. In a terse, typed note to the
paper that was left on the editor’s windshield
at the Westfield train station parking lot, the
killer labeled the Evars and Rocca murders
as “payback for the desecration of our beautiful town.” Press copycats quickly adopted
the initials TDK as their own creation.
The couple that bought the Evars’ home
had had it demolished, with the Evars’ approval, and replaced with a gaudy-looking
extravaganza that dwarfed everything around
it. When the paper reprinted TDK’s chilling
letter on its front page, the new McMansion
immediately sprouted a for-sale sign on the
lawn and its panicked owners went into
hiding. Media seized upon the killings as the
catalyst for a complete examination of the
nationwide phenomenon of buying and tearing down homes—many of them in beautiful
condition—and replacing them with larger
ones that oftentimes were out of character
for a given neighborhood.
Not a dozen parking decks could have

alleviated the downtown paralysis that ensued as the FBI, New Jersey state police and
national and local media began their long
encampment.
Ferraro’s, Vicki’s Diner, the Jolly Trolley
and the town’s other eateries couldn’t handle
the crowds that were further swelled by
endless curiosity seekers. Streets were filthy
from the mountains of trash generated by
crush of humanity. Other downtown shops
saw business plummet. Hell, one would have
to be insane to venture into town to shop in
that mayhem. There also were the opportunists who gleefully rented out their homes to
hordes of news people at vastly inflated
prices. Even greedier were the locals who
took nosey strangers on paid tours of homes
that had been preceded by a tear down.
Residents got into fistfights with peeping
toms. Arrests became delicious grist for the
media.
Don’t ask how many TDK t-shirts were
sold at $20 a pop.
That’s when the killer sent his next letter.
It was left on a seat of a New Jersey Transit
train. In it, TDK threatened to kill a journalist
or a cop if the downtown wasn’t vacated by
the “rabble.” The press feasted on the notion
that it was now part of the TDK saga.
Instead, a week later, a developer named
Jack Porter, who had just overseen the demolition of an East Dudley center-hall Colonial,
built prior to World War I, would be TDK’s
next kill. Porter had been interviewed by a
Fox News reporter the previous day and
boasted that he was “not going to be intimidated by some nutcase.” Porter’s body was
found in a portable toilet on a jobsite on
upper Prospect Street the following evening.
The murder weapon was a two-foot section
of black pipe. He was sitting down when the
killer struck.
As one might have guessed, The Leader
subsequently reported a steep drop in applications for demolition permits.
The FBI conducted hundreds of interviews. A profile of the killer emerged but it
was highly speculative and shed little light
on the identity of TDK. A telephone hotline
yielded thousands of tips, but not a single
one panned out. Neighbors with grudges
against one another were happy to supply
police with unflattering revelations.
Perhaps concerned by the notoriety he’d
brought down on the town or fearful of
capture, TDK went silent and the media
presence eventually dwindled over the next
few months to the two local weeklies and
TV-36 once again.
The first anniversary of the developer’s
murder arrived. Westfield was getting more
“colonial” with each passing day. Downtown business sucked and the real-estate
market had tanked. No one complained anymore about parking. Spirits were down, but
taxes were up.
Interest in TDK was rekindled on a steamy
August Monday. The day before, Councilman David Sommers told the Sunday StarLedger that TDK was a more heinous figure
than Westfield’s John List, who remains on
death row for the murder of his mother, wife
and three children in 1971. “List murdered a
family, but TDK killed a town,” the councilman exclaimed.
TDK laughed long and loud while reading
Sommers’ condemnation. He also was well
aware the FBI, which had put together an
elaborate undercover operation with
Sommers as bait, had fed the councilman
that inflammatory statement. TDK felt so

smug for having bugged the offices of the
mayor and council two years earlier.
TDK would never be captured, tried, nor
play checkers with John List on death row.
Death came to him in a violent manner. A
limb on his beloved Bradford pear tree, weakened by torrential spring rains, crushed TDK
as he was putting in a dazzling display of
impatiens on his front lawn.
Clay Steele, prominent real estate lawyer
with deep roots in the community and a
renowned benefactor of Westfield, was
mourned by hundreds of townspeople. Only
one person would know Steele’s dark side.
His wife, Jane.
Jane was packing for a move to a new

condominium when she discovered a false
bottom in the desk of her late husband. It
contained hundreds of clippings about the
murders, as well as numerous photos he had
taken while stalking his victims. It was clear
from his comments, scribbled on the photos,
that he was getting even with them over past
business deals that went sour. The issue of
teardowns never was a factor. It was all about
revenge.
Jane Steele reached for her cell phone. She
dialed 9 and then stopped. Instead, she walked
to the fireplace and opened the flue. Later,
with tears streaming down her cheeks, she
stared blankly into the roaring fire on one of
the hottest days in Westfield history.

You no longer have to travel to NYC

Dr. Roberta has moved her
office to Westfield!

Roberta Temes, Ph.D.
Faculty member: Downstate Medical School

www.drroberta.com
· Mind/body medicine
· Hypnosis for children and adults
· The Tapping Cure
· Consultations and Conversations

908/928-9100
Yes, now you can change your mind
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COLDWELL
B
ANKER
Residential Brokerage
-Since 1906-

Michael
Scott

Timothy C.
Foreman

Ann
Allen

Sharareh
Amarante

Elvira
Ardrey

John
Aslanian

Reva
Berger

Jayne
Bernstein

Managing Broker

Mortgage Advisor

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Susan
Checchio

Hye-Young
Choi

Jacqueline
Conover

Darlene
Coronato

Susan
D’Arecca

Susan
Debbie

Rosanne
DeLorenzo

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sheila
Gagliano

Judith
GaNun

Patricia
Glaydura

Paula
Golbin

Stephen
Gregersen

Kimberley
Haley

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Kay
Gragnano
Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Gloria
Kraft

Elizabeth
Kroncke

Joan
Kylish

Maureen
LaCosta

Adah
Levin

Harriet
Lifson

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Bettyann
Lynch
Sales Associate

Teresa
Parente-Jonssen

Linda
Parsons

Eileen
Passananti

Diane
Pellino

Donna
Perch

Frances
Perla

Mary
Poon

Arleen
Post

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sondra
Share

Kathryn
Shea

Naasa
Sherbeini

Stephanie
Smith

Duncan
Smythe

Madeline
Sollaccio

Gina
Suriano-Barber

Ruth
Tate

Sales Associate

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
(888) 317-5416
We make home loans easy.
©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Sales Associate

Sales Associate
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Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others Expect More.

Thomas
Bianco

John
Brady

Nancy
Bregman

Michael
Buban

Eileen
Burlinson

Barbara
Callahan

Carla
Capuano

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

John
DeMarco

Steven
DeMola

Dennis
Devine

Barbara
Devlin

Susan
Dinan

Louis
Faruolo

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

James
Fawcett
Sales Associate

Vasy
Honecker

Frank D.
Isoldi

Frank
Isoldi Jr.

Sonia
Kassinger

Irene
Katz

Anne
Kelly

Judith
Koeppel

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Faten
Mahran

Faith
Maricic

Barbara
McDonough

Mary
McEnerney

Barbara
Mulvee

Dario
Muscaritolo

John
Papa

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Grace
Rappa

Lola
Reed

Lucille
Roll

Jill
Rome

Mary
Rovito

Maryalice
Ryan

Janis
Shafarman

Sales Associate

Sales Associate

Sales Associate
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Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
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Coldwell Banker Home Loans
(888) 317-5416
We make home loans easy.
©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Lady Blue Devils Grab Fourth
State Group 4 Tennis Crown
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After handily grabbing the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 title on October 17, the Westfield
High School girls’ tennis team captured the
NJSIAA/Thor Guard Group 4 crown with a victory over No.10 East Brunswick on October 19 at
Mercer County Park in West Windsor.
The 21-0 Blue Devils, ranked No. 5 in The
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Blue Devil Football

Star-Ledger, won four of five flights to claim its
fourth group title. First, Blue Devil single player
Nikki Reich breezed through her match, stopping
East Brunswick’s Anne Tarasova, 6-4, 6-2, and
junior Lane Maloney (25-0) easily thumped
Kristina Mehle, 6-2, 6-2, at third singles.
The Blue Devils’ undefeated, 21-0, first-doubles
pair of Lisa Aliche and Jessica Bender extinguished Lori Seidman and Mirjam Jasiak, 6-1, 6-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

RUNNING AWAY WITH IT…Blue Devil Jeff
Perrella ran away with the Union County
individual title with a time of 15:59 on the
muddy track.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

JARRING THE BALL LOOSE...Blue Devil
John Dugan, No. 80, jars the ball loose from
Cougar quarterback Mark Zamorski, creating
a fumble that was recovered by Kyle
Zeitounian.

Blue Devil Boys Capture
Union County XC Title

Blue Devil Gymnastics

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield High School Blue Devil Jeff Perrella
and Cranford Cougar Joe McKenney have had
monumental battles in the past for individual
supremacy in Union County boys cross country.
McKenney edged Perrella last year for top honors
in the Watchung Conference (WC) National Division and the Union County titles but Perrella,
not only won handily at the WC in near record
time (15:43), but also crossed the line first with a
time of 15:59 to lead the Blue Devil boys to the
team title with 46 points at the Union County
championship at Warinanco Park in Roselle on
his birthday, October 26.
Blue Devil Kris Kagan finished seventh, Evan
Friedman finished ninth, Ameer Rogers crossed
14th and Tyler Maccubbin came in 15th.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

STATE GROUP 4 TENNIS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield girls’ tennis team clinched its
fourth NJSIAA/Thor Guard Group 4 title. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jessica Bender,
Lane Maloney and Lindsay Goldberg; back row, Rachel Louie, Nikki Reich, Lisa Aliche,
Meredith Kender, Kim Morawski and head coach Ed Tirone.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

FLYING HIGH IN THE SKY…Blue Devil
Claire Macdonald practices a release move on
the uneven bars at the Cougar Invitational.
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Soccer Blue Devils Stun
Raider Boys, 2-1, in OT
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Andrew Shaffer Makes Elite 16 at NJSIAA Tournament
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Blue Devil Boys Finish 14-9,
Make Sectionals in Hoops

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield High School and Scotch PlainsFanwood soccer boys faced their last challenge of
the regular season by battling for bragging rights
before one of the largest and most enthusiastic
student bodies assembled at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 26. One fortunate break on
a pass from Matt Melino to Nick Barba equaled a
2-1 double overtime victory, its first in nearly 11
years for the Blue Devils over the No. 5-ranked,
10-3 Raiders.
“First of all, the game was great! We played
two wonderful games with these guys. They won
one in overtime; we won one in overtime. Great
rivalry! The atmosphere here was the way it used
to be, so high school sports is back,” said Devil
Head Coach George Kapner.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER…Senior
forward Josh Gerckens was named Blue Devils’
MVP this season. Gerckens led the team in
rebounds with 172 and scored 256 points.

Blue Devil Girls Finish 14-10,
Make Sectionals in Hoops
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

MAKING IT TO THE ELITE 16 AT 145-LBS…Andrew Shaffer, right, made it to the elite 16
wrestlers in the 145-lb class at the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City on March 10-12.

Blue Devil Wrestlers Turned Program Around in 1 Year
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

GREAT SAVE…Blue Devil goalkeeper
Gregory O’Brien made tremendous saves
against the Raiders before a large group of
fans in Westfield.

What a turnaround it has been for the Westfield High School wrestling team! At the end of the
2004-2005 season, the Blue Devils were winless at 0-16 but this season they finished 13-7, claimed
two District 11 champions, qualified seven for the Region 3 tournament and had one wrestler,
Andrew Shaffer, qualify for the trip to Atlantic City where he advanced to the Sweet-16.
Shaffer – 30-7 record – (145-lbs), Colin MacKay – 29-7 – (D-11 Champ 125-lbs), Mark Boyd
(D-11 Champ 160-lbs), Steve Cruikshank (215-lbs), Colin Willard (171-lbs) and Matt Kamel (130lbs) all finished with 20 or more victories.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

LEADING SCORER…Erin Miller, No. 11,
was the Blue Devils’ leading scorer 362 points,
bringing her two-year total to 738.
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Devil Swim Girls Top
BrH2O for Crown

Westfield Track Boys/Girls Have
Depth in Middle/Distance Events

The No. 8 Westfield High School girls swim
team made it four North Jersey, Section 2, Public
A titles in a row by downing No. 19 BridgewaterRaritan, 104-66, at Lincoln Community School in
Bayonne on February 20. The 10-2 Blue Devils,
who also defeated the Panthers for the title last
year, 98-72, won six of the seven individual
events and touched first in all three relays .
Alexi Kuska and Kylie Fraser each won two
individual events and swam on two winning relays. Kuska touched first in the 200-freestyle at
1:59.88 and the 100-free in 56.02. Fraser touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:01.17 and the 100backstroke at 1:03.48.
Kuska, Liz Hawkins, Katie Morgan and Brittany Reyes won the 200-freestyle relay with a
time of 1:43.7. Kuska, DarrellAnn Smith, Reyes
and Fraser won the 400-free relay with a time of
3:49.64. Fraser, Morgan, Reyes and Lauren
David B. Corbin (2005 files) for The Westfield Leader
McCurdy touched first in the 200-medley relay STRONG IN MIDDLE/DISTANCE…Kris
with a time of 1:56.21.
Kagan and Jay Hoban are part of a large
group of talented middle/distance runners.
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Westfield Net Boys Capped
Season with UC Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Freshmen mixed well with upperclassmen to
earn the Westfield High School (WHS) boys
tennis team a 21-7 record this season, but more
importantly, this group recaptured the Union
County Tournament (UCT) championship that
had been in the hands of a strong Summit program
for seven years. The Blue Devils had last won the
UCT on May 13, 1998.
“The highlight of the season was recapturing
the Union County title after seven years, and
winning it in dramatic fashion. We owned it
during the 80’s and 90’s,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner. He added, “Also winning
our 15th consecutive Watchung Conference title
in a row and getting 20 plus wins. That’s a sign of
a winning team given our schedule.”
David B. Corbin (2005 files) for The Westfield Leader
Kapner became the all-time winningest coach
DISTANCE STRENGTH…Junior Jen
Danielsson, front, will head a strong group of – soccer, swimming, tennis – in WHS history
when his team defeated No. 11 Bergen Catholic,
Blue Devil distance runners this season.
3-2, in Westfield on April 26 (2005) to elevate his
career record to a smooth 750-300-34.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

GOING OUT FAST…Capturing seven firstplace finishes, seven second and eight third
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
place finishes, the Blue Devil girls swimming ALL-AMERICAN…Blue Devil All-State
team beat Basking Ridge, 109-61, in the catcher Mike Murray continued to break his
own records at Westfield High.
NJSIAA semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

CLUTCH PLAYERS…Andrew Levy, left, and
CREATING DUST…The softball Blue Devils, Jack Trimble pulled out the victory at second
with new varsity starting pitchers, promise to doubles to help the Blue Devils recapture the
Union County title.
create huge clouds of dust this season.
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
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Blue Devil Boys Lacrosse

Westfield ‘Blue’ Boys Advance
In Cal Ripkin Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Blue got off on the right foot by
shutting out Westfield Gray, 8-0, in the first round
of the Cal Ripkin District 12 Baseball Tournament at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June 28.
While the Blue team advances in the winners’
bracket the Gray team gets another chance to
battle its way back to the championships in the
double elimination format.
Blue team pitchers Steve Forgash, Aris
Psyhojos, T. Brand and Evan Heroux combined
to toss a six-inning two-hitter and neither pitcher
permitted a base on balls although the Gray team

Youth Leagues Are Very
Active in Westfield

struck out only four times. Gray team pitchers
Nathaniel Ward and Connor Streaman also showed
control by permitting only two walks while fanning three in this fast-paced game.
“Through the years, we have tried to develop our
pitchers. Most of the kids on the team have been
together for five years. We allow every child on the
team to pitch so that helps us out in these situations,” said Blue Team Head Coach Owen Brand.
Blue, however, packed plenty of offensive
power and amassed 17 hits. In his four plate
appearances, slugger Daniel Kerr went 3-for-3
with a home run, a double, a single and RBI
sacrifice fly.

QUICK, EXCITING OFFENSE…The Blue
Devils boys lacrosse team keep opponents offbalance with its quick and exciting offense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

HIGH LEG KICK…Westfield pitcher
Nathaniel Ward gets a high leg kick as he
makes his delivery against Scotch Plains.

Blue Devil Boys Lacrosse

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader

OUT TO PROVE THEMSELVES…The Blue
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
Devil girls lacrosse team fields a strong and SLIPPING INTO HOME BASE SAFELY…Westfield Blue’s Steve Forgash slides safely into
balanced team that’s out to prove that they are home base as the ball rolls past the glove of Westfield Gray catcher Brian Levine during a fourin the hunt for county and sectional honors.
run fifth inning in the Cal Ripkin District 12 Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PERFECT THROW & TAG…Westfield Gray
shortstop James Barry makes a perfect tag on
Westfield Blue’s Matt Rivera as he attempts to
steal second base.

Westfield Area Y
Camp 2006

Register
Now !
NEW & RENEWED
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
*

Camp Programs
Discovery & Explorer Camp
Fencing Clinic
Jump Start
Imagineering
Art Adventures
Cyber Explorers
Outdoor Adventures
Science Exploration

It’s What’s Hot This
Summer!
One week or the entire
summer for
children ages 3 through 15.
New Camp Facility…
Robert & Virginia Bauer
Family Branch
422 East Broad Street
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty
camp, we have one that’s right for you!

Westfield Area Y
220 Clark Street
422 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-2700
www.westfieldynj.org

I can help you cover the bases: auto, home, life, commercial.
Call me today to learn more.

(908) 301-0711
Ron Bansky
Insurance Agent
715 CENTRAL AVE. - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RONBANSKY@ALLSTATE.COM
Allstate New Jersey’s #1 Homeowners Insurance Agent
for 2004 & 2005
Subject to availability and qualifications. Insurance offered only with select companies. Allstate New Jersey
Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey. Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.
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Town of Westfield Municipal Appointments
Westfield Municipal Building
425 East Broad Street
Westfield., NJ 07090
(908) 789-4040
www.westfieldnj.gov

Board of Adjustment
Appointed by Town Council, 4yr. Term, 2 yrs. Alt.
Meets one a month on the second Monday at 7:30 pm in Council Chambers.
Mark Doherty December 31, 2006
John Ryan December 31, 2009
Robert Burslem December 31, 2007
Chris Masciale December 31, 2007
Heinbokel December 31, 2009
2006 Council Committees William
Brian Power December 31, 2008
Frank Smith December 31, 2006
Public Safety, Transportation & Parking Richard Lessner Alt. #1 December 31, 2006
Committee
Ken Soriero Alt. #2 December 31, 2007
Sal Caruana, Chairman
Kathleen Neville, Zoning Official
Vince Loughlin, Attorney
David Haas, Vice Chairman
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Mark Ciarrocca

James Foerst
Finance Policy Committee
Peter Echausse, Chairman
Mark Ciarrocca, Vice Chairman
Sal Caruana
David Haas
Public Works Committee
JoAnn Neylan, Chairman
Vicki Kimmins, Vice Chairman
Peter Echausse
Tom Bigosinski
Code Review & Town Property
Committee
James Foerst, Chairman
Tom Bigosinski, Vice Chairman
JoAnn Neylan
Vicki Kimmins

Liaisons
2nd Senior Citizens Housing Corp.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Board of Education
Mark Ciarrocca
Board of Health
Tom Bigosinski
Chamber of Commerce
JoAnn Neylan
Municipal Alliance/PANDA
JoAnn Neylan
Planning Board
Jim Foerst
Recreation Commission
Peter Echausse
SID
Sal Caruana
Tree Preservation Commission
Vicki Kimmins
TV Advisory Board Commission
Vicki Kimmins
Union County League of
Municipalities
Mayor Andy Skibitsky

Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee
Mayoral Appointment 1 year term, Meets once a month on the third
Wednesday at the Union County Administration Bldg., 300 North Ave.,
Westfield.
David Sunseri December 31, 2006
Kris McAloon December 31, 2006

Historic Preservation Commission
Mayor Appointment/Council Consent 4 year term-members 2 year termalternates, Meets once a month on the last Monday at 8:00 p.m. in the
Administrator’s Conf. Room at Town Hall.
Elizabeth H. List, Class C December 31, 2007
Town Historian December 31, 2006
Eric Diddel, Class A, December 31, 2007
Mark Lynch Class C –to fill unexpired term December 31, 2006
Diana Edkins, Class B December 31, 2008
Liviana Feniger December 31, 2006
Board of Architectural Review
Appointed by Mayor/Council Consent, Meets once a month on the last Jody Melloan December 31, 2006
Joseph Biren, Class B December 31, 2007
Monday. 3 year term.
Mark Fischbach December 31, 2008
Todd Annis Class C December 31, 2008
Planning Board Liaison, Class C December 31, 2006
Mary Stewart December 31, 2006
Mary Alice Ryan December 31, 2006
Barbara Burton, Alt #1 December 31, 2006
Vacant, Alt. #2 December 31, 2005
Elizabeth Nilsen December 31, 2008
Craig Stock December 31, 2007
Insurance Advisory Board
Planning Board Liaison December 31, 2006
Anthony Cerami-Alt December 31, 2007
Mayoral Appointment 3 yr. Term
Oliver Kirna December 31, 2008
Board of Health
Ronald Bansky December 31, 2007
Appointed by Mayor/Council Consent, 4 year term-members, 2 year term- Joseph Dazzo December 31, 2007
alternates; Meets once a month on the first Monday of month at 5:30 pm in David Wright December 31, 2006
John Mancini December 31, 2006
the Administrator’s Conference Room in Town Hall.
W. Jubb Corbet, Jr., President December 31, 2009
Tree Preservation Commission
Sheldon M. Glickman, D.D.S., Vice-President December 31, 2006
Trudy Burke, D.D.S. December 31, 2007
Mayor Appointment/Council Consent, 3 year term, Meets once a month on
the first Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Administrator’s Conf. Room at Town
Thomas O’Neill December 31, 2007
Ellen Pollack December 31, 2006
Hall.
Tom Bigosinski December 31, 2006
Jean Haymond, MD December 31, 2008
Cliff Sheehan December 31, 2008
Dan Hodges December 31, 2008
George Nelson December 31, 2007
Jose Davila, D.D.S. Alt. #1 December 31, 2007
Larry Budnick, Alt. #2 December 31, 2007
Vicki Kimmins, Council Liaison December 31, 2006
Tom Bigosinski, Council Liaison December 31, 2006
Robert M. Sherr, Health Officer
Westfield Housing Commission
Mayor Appointment/Council Consent, 1 year term Meets once a month on
Marylou Fashano, Secretary
the first Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Administrator’s Conference Room
at Town Hall.
Planning Board
Mayoral Appointment, 4 year term-members, 2 year term-alternates, Meets Kris McAloon, ex-officio December 31, 2006
Joseph Farella December 31, 2006
once a month on the first Monday in Council Chamber at Town Hall.
Vince Wilt, Chairman December 31, 2009
David Sunseri, ex-officio December 31, 2006
Katherine Clifford December 31, 2006
Robert Newell December 31, 2006
Lori Duffy December 31, 2009
Ronald Bansky December 31, 2006
William Cariste December 31, 2007
Matt Nilsen, Class IV December 31, 2008
Local Assistance Board
Mayor Appointment/Council Consent, 4 year term, Meets four (4) times a
Phil Leary, Class IV December 31, 2008
David Hall, Alt. #1 December 31, 2006
year per State Law. At their reorganizational meeting, the members decide
when they will meet for the year.
Anthony Attanasio Alt. #2 December 31, 2007
Kenneth B. Marsh, Class II December 31, 2006
Terry Tainow December 31, 2009
Aidene O’Keefe December 31, 2007
Jim Foerst, Council Liason December 31, 2006
Darielle Walsh - Mayor Designee December 31, 2006
Elizabeth Nilsen December 31, 2007
Lenore Scurry December 31, 2006
Russ Finestein, Attorney
Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Patricia Antonelli December 31, 2008

Recreation Commission
Mayor Appointment/Council Consent, 3 year term, Meets once a month on
the first Monday at 8 p.m. in the Recreation Conference Room in Town Hall.
Jim Marvin December 31, 2006
Chairman December 31, 2006
Tom Ripperger December 31, 2008
Town Administrator
Mike Cash December 31, 2008
James Gildea
Jonathan W. Jones December 31, 2007
Town Clerk
Debbie Judd December 31, 2007
Claire Gray
Robert C. Smith December 31, 2007
Chris Carson December 31, 2006
Air Traffic Advisory Board
Loren Weinstein December 31, 2006
Mayoral Appointment, 1 year term, Attends William Palatucci December 31, 2005
County Meetings.
Jeff O’Conner Alt. #1 December 31, 2007
Jerome Feder December 31, 2006
Eric Leuthold, Alt. #2 December 31, 2007
Rosemary Millet December 31, 2006
Peter Echausse, Council Liaison December 31, 2006
Bruce Kaufmann, Director
TV36 Advisory Board
Mayoral Appointment/Council Consent, 3 year
Memorial Library Board
term, Meets once a month on the first Thursday at Mayor Appointment/Consent, 5 year term, Meets once a month on the third
7:30 p.m. in the Administrative Conf. Room at Thursday at 8 p.m. at the Library.
Town Hall.
Touri Nozari December 31, 2006
Todd Felter l December 31, 2008
Roger Sullivan December 31, 2008
Nancy Greco December 31, 2007
Lynn Kolterjahn December 31, 2009
Bill Kelly December 31, 2008
Bettye Barcan December 31, 2007
Cory Mermer December 31, 2007
J. Hershey December 31, 2007
John Cioffi December 31, 2007
Cynthia Cockren December 31, 2010
Neil Sullivan December 31, 2008
Barbara Bagger December 31, 2010
Vicki Kimmins December 31, 2006
Doug Stokes, Mayor designee December 31, 2006
Bd of Ed Liaison December 31, 2006
Dr. William Foley, ex-officio, or his designate

Solid Waste Advisory Board
Mayoral Appointment, 1 year term, Attends County Meetings.
Jim Aiello December 31, 2006
Union County Transportation Advisory Board
Mayoral Appointment 1 year term, Attends County Meetings.
John Morgan – delegate December 31, 2006
George Lanzano – alternate December 31, 2006
Cultural & Heritage Programs Advisory Board
Mayoral Appointment 1 year term, Attends County Meetings.
Olga Vargas – alternate December 31, 2006
Eugenia Cline - delegate December 31, 2006
Special Improvement District Board
Mayoral Appointment/Council Consent 3 year term, Meets once a month,
usually the third Monday. There are also three standing committees, Design,
Promotions and Economic Development, and membership is open to all
interested volunteers.
Joseph Spector, Property Owner December 31, 2006
Dominick Vertick, Property Owner December 31, 2008
David Martone, Merchant December 31, 2007
Ted Schlosberg, Merchant December 31, 2006
Lee Hale -Resident December 31, 2007
Diane Barabas, Resident December 31, 2008
Sal Caruana, Council Liaison December 31, 2006
Frank Arena – ex officio Mayor’s Designee December 31, 2006
James Gildea- ex officio Administrator December 31, 2006
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Town of Westfield Elected Officials
Mayor and Town Council

Ward 1 (R)
Sal Caruana

Ward 1 (R)
Peter Echausse

Mayor (R)
Andrew Skibitsky

Ward 2 (R)
Vicki Kimmins

Ward 2 (R)
JoAnn Neylan

Ward 3 (R)
Mark Ciarrocca

Ward 3 (D)
David Haas

Ward 4 (D)
Tom Bigosinski

Ward 4 (R)
James Foerst

TAKING THE HELM...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and his family (from left to
right: daughter Hope, wife Debbie and son Drew) look on as Mayor Skibitsky
receives a round of applause after being sworn into office by U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (right) on January 3, 2006.

Photos By Horace Corbin

THE HONORABLE…State Superior Court Judges, from left, William Wertheimer,
John Boyle and Douglas Fasciale, all of Westfield, pose after swearing in newly
elected officials at the Town Council reorganization meeting on January 3, 2006.
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The goal of Daunno Development Company is to become a primary force influencing and shaping custom residential real estate development.
Staying completely customer focused, we intend to provide unparalleled service, state of the art design, and quality construction to all of our client’s.

•Custom Homes & Developments •Additions •Add-A-Levels •Knockdowns

Daunno Development Company is a
privately owned and operated residential
real estate development company which
began its operations in Clark, New Jersey
in the spring of 1996. Currently, the
company is focused on new home
development and general contracting doing
additions and add-a-levels throughout
the area. The company has also recently
added a Realty Services division to
better serve its clients.

Daunno Realty: With the implementation of our realty services division, Daunno now has the capability to list and sell
the homes of our current clients. Whether they are moving into or out of one of our new homes or subdivisions or simply
looking for a realtor they can trust, Daunno can now offer its clients a Full-Service real estate sales agency.
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A Past Overlooked,
West Fields of Elizabeth
BY ELIZABETH HARBAUGH
2ND PLACE STUDENT CATEGORY
“Colonial Westfield” was once a phrase
that was more than just a line on a postcard
or a declaration on a banner. Long ago, in a
time perhaps few of the town’s inhabitants
can now even recall, those words were a very
way of life. “Colonial Westfield” was a symbol of history, a statement of the present and
a promise to the future. What had once been
simply the “West Fields of Elizabeth” had
grown into a town all its own, flourishing but
retaining a sense of the past and a respect for
the times that had been endured. While perhaps along the way the town has abandoned
the seemingly old fashioned concept of “colonialism,” for years these same values continued.
The Town of Westfield has often been
described as being charming and perhaps, at
times, even quaint. Its history is rich and
apparent, a quality that its people seem to
revel in and promote. Signs about town proclaim the existence of a “Historic Boulevard,” and the Miller-Cory House stands as
an educational reminder of the revolutionary
beginning of the town. Monuments and statues from years past are scattered about the
center of town, while murals in the Municipal Building remind of us three-cornered
hats and mail delivered by horse-drawn carriages. Tiles along the walls of the underpass
at the train station depict a town no one
seems to recall but all know existed. Where
had been that town long ago, the one with the
corner shops and picturesque streets? Who
were those people, all in their Sunday best,
who all knew their local grocers and barbers
as closely as they knew their own neighbors?
Could it be possible that so much had
changed?
Lamentable or not, the years had indeed
brought change to Westfield, as time tends to
do. Chain stores began to sneak into the
downtown area, uprooting mom and pop
establishments where everyone was family
and the door was never closed. Schools were
knocked down or refurbished, and many a
child walking down the streets of Westfield
today would meet the mention of “Elm Street
School” with a blank, unaware stare. While
the monuments and statues still stand, they
seem to go unnoticed, as there always appears to be something just a bit flashier and
more interesting to look at. Old homes are
demolished to make way for bigger, more
expensive houses, an epidemic that sweeps
neighborhoods throughout town. Progress is
only to be expected, but it is not irrational to
fear that perhaps Westfield has abandoned
its roots altogether.

There Was a Trophy
Waiting for Me

BY DANIEL GRIMES
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINNER
I had a trolley.
One day there was a race. It was against a
trolley and a train and a horse. So I got there.
It was at Summit Avenue. There was a train
and a horse. We did not know that rail line was
being fixed. I went on the railroad and the
trolley fell off the track. I fell on the road and
then I went back on the rail line. Then there
was a split of three different tracks — which
one should I pick? I picked the second one. It
was a line with a volcano as its final destination. I jumped over the volcano. I somehow
landed back on the railroad. Up ahead I saw
the finish line — I was the first one across the
line. There was a trophy waiting for me.

Regardless of its rich history, a land of entitlement and
frivolous wealth is what some
fear Westfield has become. While a desire to
bring more to the town is not only admirable
but somehow expected, it is perhaps possible that too much has been sacrificed in the
name of development and industry. People
appear to be almost disconnected, unaware
of the past that was, of the values that prevailed. A time of simple happiness and contentment with what was had seems akin to a
fairy tale. Now, though Westfield is fortunate enough to be a well-off, affluent town,
material goods define a person and personal
gain appears to be the order of the day.
Simple business owners can not compete
with stores that are typically mall inhabitants, and so they are forced out. A new
purpose is desired for the buildings that were
once schools and so they are converted.
Potential homeowners can not match the
bids of the wealthy contractor, and so they
are turned away. Monuments of old can not
compete with the glitz of today, and so they
are ignored. As a result, these things fade
into the background of Westfield’s existence, things that may somehow remain but
are hardly ever recognized. What may have
once been heralded as simple progress appears to have become a perversion of such a
word, a justification to an act that can hardly
be made right.
As Westfield hurdles further and further
into the uncharted land of the future, it is
more important than ever that the past not go
unacknowledged. As was proven so many
years ago, the lessons history can teach are of
unbelievable value. While the people of
Westfield have hardly forgotten their past,
perhaps it is simply time they receive a
reminder of what, deep down, they have
always known to be there.
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SYCAMORE TREES, CONTINUED
from my parttime law clerk job would instantly and immutably transform into Ripple
or Mad Dog 20/20 and vanish.
I was caught in an ethical dilemma between my heart and mind when the solution
appeared in a golden glow. It was the
McDonald’s which had recently opened at
St. Mark’s Place and First Avenue.
I brought my friend in need a double
cheeseburger, fries and a coffee and presented it to him in the bag. The exuberance of
his gratitude made it impossible for me to
decline when he asked me to join him in his
only meal of the day.
Up until this point I had maintained equanimity, but the request to join him triggered
my self-importance. To be compelled by
empathy to sit on the stoop while the street
bum ate the meal I bought and brought him
required more charity than I had intended to
give. Nevertheless, I did not want to spoil a
kind gesture by refusing his invitation. I
decided to wait for the very first opportunity
to excuse myself without being offensive.
We sat together on a one step stoop on the
side of a yellow brick building. Its most notable
feature was a four foot black stencil of a pair of
scissors over the slogan “rapists beware.”
I sat next to him and sipped my too-hot
McDonalds coffee. For dinner conversation
he told me what had brought him to our meal
on the stoop.
He used to be a doctor deeply in love with
his wife and his practice. He was a skilled
surgeon who, for all his talent, couldn’t save
his beloved when she fell ill. When she died
he collapsed. He began to drink and according
to him he hadn’t seen an act of human kindness until I catered our meal on the stoop.
He was overcome and began to sob. While
I’m trying to assess what, if any, of this is true

he starts saying with apparent heartfelt emotion, “God Bless You. God Bless You.”
I’m thankful for the blessing and skeptical
of the story when at that precise moment I
was struck in the heart by an object the size
of a small rock propelled by some unknown
force. It wasn’t painful but forceful enough
to arrest my attention. I didn’t see it coming.
I couldn’t find it afterwards. To this day I can
offer no causal explanation for what it was,
where it came from or how it got there.
Then I was much more concerned with
explanations. Now I know that sometimes
explanations waste magical events by changing them into mundane ones.
Why was I touched on the heart, the center
of conscience, emotion and spiritual growth
by some unknown force otherwise explained
as coincidence? Events like this happen to
people who are quiet and act in accord with
the world around them.
I remember one more impression from the
sky. In the little pocket park on the corner of
Prospect Street and Madison Avenue. East, I
was touched on the lips by a butterfly.
Butterflies are among the most magical of
creatures. Their life cycle of life, death, metamorphosis and resurrection are available for
all to see.
As for the doctor, I saw him only a few
more times before love and fatherhood took
me back to Westfield.
I haven’t seen the Saturn blimp again but
all over Westfield one can see Sycamore
trees both wild and ornamental.
Sycamore trees are unique among deciduous trees not because every fall they lose
their leaves but because every spring they
shed their bark and present a new face to the
world. They, like butterflies, are magical
beings because in their life cycle we can see
life, death, metamorphosis and resurrection.

Sycamore Trees

BY THOMAS TAYLOR
The late summer past was filled with warm
sunlit days. One afternoon I took a walk to
enjoy the glorious weather. On the walk two
impressions came to me from the sky.
The first was the Saturn blimp flying immediately over my head, silent but for the whirr
of the electric motor. The sight triggered in me
the childlike joy and fascination of watching
transportation machines in action.
The second, apparently more trivial, event
was that a late summer wind-blown Sycamore
leaf hit me in the chest. I reflected on the
almost certain mathematical odds against this
event happening at just this time and place.
I was taken back to another time 30 years
earlier. Late one Sunday afternoon in the fall,
I was walking east across Manhattan from
the PATH Station in the West Village. I was
traveling back from Westfield, to my student
apartment in the East Village.
About one block from home on First Avenue, I encountered one of our street locals
with whom I had struck up a nodding acquaintance. Part of my street survival tactics
was to move at a rapid pace. That way one
could minimize the chances of getting
mugged or hustled for “spare change.” I
always wondered whether there really was
such a thing as “spare change” but, while I
was thinking about it, I must have slowed
down just enough to get panhandled by our
local mendicant.
My response to his request for alms was an
intriguing combination of sympathy and cynicism. I wanted to help but I knew that cash

Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Sales Associate

W hen you hire Cathy Lee, you can

be confident that the principles of
integrity, honesty, and unwavering
commitment to professionalism will
insure an efficient transaction
while buying or selling your home.
She is dedicated to 100% customer
satisfaction, and will treat you, as
she would want to be treated.

Westfield Office
600 North Avenue West
908-233-0065

Direct Line: 908-233-6406
Cell: 908-723-3099
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A Dog’s Eye
View
BY JOANNA WAYNER
Whether you have your
own furry friend or not, one
cannot deny that dogs - like children - have
the potential to be great catalysts for creating
rich social connections with our neighbors
and for enabling the discovery of some otherwise hidden treasures in our neighborhoods. The only necessities are an able,
social dog (or, in our case, dogs), a fannypack containing treats and the sturdier-type
shopping bags (be responsible, please) and a
lot of good-for-you, good-for-your-dog, good
old-fashioned walking.
Even before we bought our first home and
before our children were born, I explored the
beautiful parks, tree-lined streets and intimate, pocketed neighborhoods of Westfield.
First as a very pregnant and then as a brand
new mom, I spent countless hours walking
our now-heaven-bound companion, a lovable basset hound named Oscar. Walking
together for miles, we explored new routes
to and from our rented apartment, as I daydreamed of one day owning many of the
homes that we’d pass.
One of the charms of walking Westfield is
that its older neighborhoods are filled with
interesting, individualized homes; each with
its own unique charm and beauty. You can
walk many of its streets innumerable times
and seem to discover new details on each
passing. It was during these early outings
and explorations that I first encountered some
of my longtime friends and current acquaintances, many of whom I might not have
known had it not been for Oscar’s inherent
ability to be noticed and draw people in.
Likely I’m biased, but I think it’s safe to
say that a basset hound with a droopy face
and forlorn expression has to be one of the
most approachable dogs you’ll ever come
across. Oscar enjoyed his walks and, in return, my family was blessed with opportunities to meet many new people. After our
dream of home ownership was realized, our
dog-inclusive family had a new patch of
town to survey and new neighbors to meet.
In order to conceptualize the amount of
walking we did, you just need to visualize
the threadbare, worn down-to-the-tube tires
on our first jogging or rather dog-walking
stroller. On our sometimes-up-to-two-hour
outings, my family came to meet many, many
friends and neighbors who we are honored to
count as good friends to this date. We even
were touted as honorary members of another
street from the familiarity and hours spent
there; almost always with Oscar. As
oftentimes is the case in being associated
with one’s children, we were known merely
by our association to him and, when out in
the wider community sans dog, people needed
a reminder of just how they knew us!
As Oscar grew older and our family grew
by one, the walks got shorter. However, he
still was a neighborhood fixture. Invariably
lying in the sun on our front walkway, parents and children both in cars and on foot
would slow and smile and stop by to say their
hellos. As happens in a dog’s seemingly all
too short life, we eventually lost our dear
Oscar and were touched and consoled by the
outpouring of those same neighbors and
friends who had helped us meet.
On that difficult day, we said our own
tearful goodbyes along with a gathering who
came out to join us and were showered with
cards, flowers and even ice cream! After the
tears subsided and daily routines resumed,
we mistakenly assumed that not having the

responsibility of having to walk every day regardless of rain or snow or heat - would be
a relief. We soon realized, however, that any
new convenience and the extra minutes in
the day were easily overshadowed by feelings of loss and missing the profound love of
a dog and the simple ritual of walking.
Today, in our neck-o-these-suburbanwoods, my family once more is defined by
and known for our, now plural, dogs. Life
again feels complete as we traipse about in
any weather, morning and night, with a leash
in each hand walking our young, spirited,
and oh-so-lovable basset brothers, Blu and
Quentin. It is not unusual for complete strangers to initiate conversations with us (as there
is this immediate emotional connection with
anyone who has, who ever had or who ever
wanted a basset). Typically, we are seen
walking to or from school, trying to negotiate
the sometimes tricky sidewalks with another
well-worn stroller between these two lowslung, but enthusiastic dogs!
Like children, dogs have the potential to
create new connections and strengthen existing bonds of friendship. Only in a small,
intimate town like Westfield could my family merely cross the street to find eagerly
awaiting not only my best friend, but my
daughters and our dogs’ best friends as well.
I count myself blessed for other friendships
fostered by our neighborhood’s new generation of dogs. Not only do our informal doggie
play sessions provide a lot of laughs (and fun
and silly birthday parties), but also they allow for meaningful discussion, information
exchange and mutual support. One might
equate it to the archetypal water cooler, albeit
outside and with dogs! In lieu of 30-minute
circuit training in a shopping center, I have
what could be considered the luxury of walking and running outside with my boys, sometimes up to three times a day.
Selecting a different route each day to keep
it interesting for all of us, I get to witness first
hand the details of the very different neighborhoods that together are Westfield: the
cute or unique homes, the grand mansions,
the home improvements, the new construction, the pocket parks, the changing landscape, the holiday decorations. After dark, it
is rather magical to see the warmth emanating from the homes and to hear the sounds, to
smell the dinners, and to see the lights flickering from within.
This past cold and quiet Christmas eve, I
rather accidentally happened upon the beautiful candlelit Dorian Road and was mesmerized by its beauty; meeting and speaking
with a nice couple along the way. There is the
tranquil beauty of Brookside Nature Trail
behind Memorial Pool, which feels so rural
and which changes constantly with the
weather and transforms with the seasons.
There is so much to discover without venturing too far from our own neighborhoods!
Whether or not it be through a dog’s eye
view, I urge everyone to go out today for your
own exploration and to see what and whom
you might discover!
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EMERGENCY PRACTICE...In 2003, county emergency forces practice response to a mock
areawide disaster. Rescue squads are shown converging at the Westfield Train Station on North
Avenue.

2006

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED...In April of 2006, a Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad crew cruises
down Central Avenue upon returning from Overlook Hospital after transporting a woman injured
at a sporting event.

The Volunteer Rescue Squad, Essential Service to Our Society
The Westfield squad, now in its 55th year, averages 2,400 calls annually. When you dial
911, personnel make life-saving transports from Westfield to several area hospitals,
including Overlook, Muhlenberg, Rahway, Union, St. Barnabas, University, JFK, Morristown
and Trinitas. They log about 25,000 volunteer hours.
Sometimes, there’s a call above and beyond normal duty. One might recall an article
in The Westfield Leader on September 20, 2001, entitled “Rescue Squads, Fire Departments Assisted During Trade Center Disaster.” It read: “As soon as the World Trade
Center was hit by hijacked jets coming out of Boston on September 11, the Union County
Mutual Aid system activated the Westfield, Scotch Plains, and Fanwood volunteer rescue
squads and the Westfield Fire Department to assist in various places throughout the
metropolitan area.
The Westfield squad assisted on Tuesday by sending two ambulances and 15 Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs) to Liberty State Park, where patients were being triaged and

transported to local hospitals. The ambulances and crews were later sent to triage centers
at Ellis Island and Exchange Place in Jersey City.
“We were still able to handle four calls in town,” said Westfield Rescue Squad Captain
Michelle Urso. “Even though we only had one ambulance in town, we still had members
at the building and no patients were kept waiting.”
Throughout that week, more than two-thirds of the members of the Westfield Rescue
Squad volunteered more than 600 hours of their time. Crews were stationed at Chelsea Piers
in Lower Manhattan, Exchange Place in Jersey City, and several locations in and around
“ground zero.” On September 13, the Westfield squad transported a patient injured in the
collapse from a New York City hospital to their Westfield home.
The rescue squad is an essential service to our society. Put the rescue squad on the top of
your list and consider volunteering. To contribute, mail to: Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.
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eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.
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TO THE RESCUE FIVE YEARS AGO…Police and members of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad respond to an accident which occurred at the intersection of East Broad and Elm Streets.
The driver was attempting to make a left-hand turn from Elm onto East Broad when her 2000 Ford
Windstar struck the pedestrian, who was attempting to cross East Broad in the crosswalk. The
victim was taken to Overlook Hospital in Summit, where she was treated and released.

Westfield Memorial
Library
550 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ
908.789.4090 • wmlnj.org
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Amateur
Astronomers
Inc.
*
www.asterism.org * Located at the Sperry
Observatory in Cranford, In addition to
monthly meetings held on the third Friday
of each month from September through
May, more informal meetings are held on
the remaining Fridays at Sperry
Observatory.
Amateur Computer Group of NJ *
www.acgnj.org * Amateur Computer
Group of New Jersey (ACGNJ) is a computer user group (club) based in Scotch
Plains, NJ. Founded in May of 1975, we
are the oldest computer clubs still in operation. The club is comprised of a number of special interest groups ( SIGs )
which have meetings throughout the
month. The club along with several other
organizations produce / host TCF Trenton
Computer Fair annually in the spring.
American Legion, Martin Wallberg Post #3
* 908-247-7630 * Veteran Organization
open membership to all who served in the
below time periods.Eligibility Dates- Persian Gulf/Iraq/Afghanistan- Aug. 2,1990
until cessation of hostilities as determined
by the US Govt. Panama- Dec. 20,1989Jan. 31,1990. Lebanon/Grenada- Aug.
24,1982-July 31,1984. Vietnam War- Feb.
28,1961-May 7, 1975. Korean War- June
25,1950-Jan 31, 1955. WWII- Dec. 7,
1941-Dec. 31, 1946. WWI- April 6, 1917Nov. 11, 1918. We meet the first Wed of
each month at 8 PM except August. We
also have an Auxillary and Sons of the
American Legion at Post #3.
American Red Cross * westfieldmtsideredcross.org * The American Red Cross is
a humanitarian organization led by volunteers and guided by its Congressional
Charter and the Fundamental Principles
of the International Red Cross, will provide relief to victims of disaster and help
people prevent, prepare for and respond
to emergencies.
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Maintained by the Community online at goleader.com/organizations
is currently under construction in New
Brunswick. The Foundation is the only
organization of its kind where every dollar donated helps a child with special
needs.
Congregation Beth Israel * www.cbinj.org *
Congregation Beth Israel is a Conservative (Egalitarian) Synagogue, located in
Union County
CSH Auxiliary * joykrauss@verizon.net * I
serve on the board of the Auxiliary as
Public Relations chair. I am responsible
for disseminating news of the Auxiliary's
activities. Occasionallly we have joint
efforts with the Twigs, and that information is also included.
Education Fund of Westfield *
www.westfieldnj.com/edfund/ * The Education Fund is a non-profit organization
that provides an on-going, centralized
source of additional funds and resources
to assist the public schools in maintaining
and enhancing the quality of education in
Westfield. Its purpose is to provide a
catalyst for the generation and allocation
of resources to enhance the programs for
students of the Westfield Public Schools.
Fanwood CERT * www.fanwoodcert.org *
Through instructive and hands-on sessions, team members receive training in
life saving skills with emphasis on decision making, rescuer safety, and doing the
greatest good for the greatest number. The
Fanwood CERT is an organized team that
is available to assist first responder services and assist our Police, Fire and EMS
departments, as part of Fanwood's Office
of Emergency Management (OEM). To
learn more about what we do, please visit
our website at www.FanwoodCERT.org.

B'nai B'rith Ketubah Married C * 908 2320062 * B'nai B'rith Ketubah Married
Couples Unit (40+)

Fanwood Comm Policing Alliance *
www.fanwoodcpa.org * Started in 2004,
the Fanwood Police Department organized a Community Policing Alliance
(CPA). The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to attend any
meetings and become a member of the
CPA. Our goal is to create a link between
the police and the community that will
address a wide array of topics, including
crime prevention, child safety and community events. The CPA meets monthly
on the fourth Wednesday of every month
at the same time/location. For more details, please go to our website at
www.FanwoodCPA.org.

Boy Scouts of America Troop 77 *
troop77@comcast.net * Contact can be
made through the Patriots' Path Council
222 Columbia Turnpike Florham Park,
NJ 07932 Phone- 973-765-9322

Fanwood
Memorial
Library
*
www.fanwoodlibrary.org * The Fanwood
Memorial Library provides a full range of
world class library services to local residents.

CDC Community Theatre * cdctheatre.org
* For fastest response, contact me directly
by email or phone at- rogerhayden at
comcast.net 908-233-6557

Friends of The Westfield Library *
www.friends of westfield library * The
Friends of the Westfield Library are a
group of volunteers who serve and support the westfield library.Our main interest is in public awareness of the library
and its activities. We help fund programs,
buy equipment,support renovations and
moderization programs that will enhance
the library. We also run book discussion
groups,trips, operas outtings and fund raising benefits.

Art Strings (NJSO) * njsymphony.org * Art
Strings is a volunteer project of the NJ
Symphony Orchestra. Each year unfinished violins are presented to artists to
paint or decorate. The violins are displayed at concert venues and other area
sites. Raffle tickets are sold. The money
raised goes to the youth programs of the
symphony. Drawings for the violins will
be held in June. Tickets for individual
violins may be purchased.

Children's Speclzd. Hosp. Fndn *
www.forchildrens.org * Children's Specialized Hospital Foundation is the nonprofit organization supporting Children's
Specialized Hospital, the largest pediatric
rehabilitation center in the country. Based
in Mountainside, NJ, the hospital has eight
centers around the state and the ninth,
PSE&G Children's Specialized Hospital,
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F-SP Service League Thrift Shop * 908 322
8496 * The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League operates the Thrift Shop. We
are a volunteer organization. All profits
realized from the store are donated back
into the local communities. We have been
in business for over 30 years.
FSPY Girls B Swim Team * 908-322-7160
Jaycees
of
Westfield
*
www.westfieldjaycees.com * Provides
leadership training through volunteerism
for men and women ages 18 - 40. Projects
include Child Shield, Camp Jaycee, college scholarships and other local charitable causes. Raises funds through concerts and raffles. The membership meets
on the first Wednesday of the month for
dinner to discuss chapter business.
JCC of Central New Jersey * www.jccnj.org
* The JCC of Central New Jersey is a fullservice community center that serves the
communities of Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Fanwood, and surrounding areas. Among
our many offerings are a preschool,
afterschool care, day and travel camps,
cultural programming, adult and senior
services and programming, teen activities, swimming and other aquatics classes,
a full-service fitness center, massage room,
sauna, personal trainers, cafe, and much
more.
League of Women Voters of the Westfield
Area * www.westfieldnj.com/lwv * The
LWV-Westfield Area encompasses
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch Plains &
Westfield providing Voter Service to those
communities. Voter registration, absentee
ballot applications and Candidate information is available through the State
League site at www.lwvnj.org.
Literacy Volunteers-Union County *
www.lvaunion.org * One hour a week can
change someone's life. LV-UC provide
free tutoring sesssons in reading or
English(ESOL).Contact us if you need
help, or if you want to volunteer. We
provide free training, no experience necessary.
Magnet High School Parent School Association * 973-564-7875 * The Magnet
High School Parent School Association
provides supportive services, such as
scholarships, Project Graduation and other
programs,to the students and faculty of
the Union County Magnet High School.
McKinley
School
P.T.O.
www.westfieldnjk12.org/mckinley *

*

Mountainside Democratic Club * PO Box
1012 Mountainside * 2006 Officers- President, Richard "Rick" Schkolnick, 908789-0664 Treasurer, Michael Krasner,
908-654-5167 News Releases, Scott
Schmedel, 908-232-7513, scotplna at
att.net The Mountainside Democratic Club
is the active arm of the Democratic Party
in the borough.
Mountainside Public Library *
www.mountainsidelibrary.org * The
Mountainside Public Library offers programming for all ages, free and open to
the public.

Mountainside Recreation Dept. *
w w w. m o u n t a i n s i d e - n j . c o m /
recreation.htm * The Mountainside Recreation Department sponsors programs
for all ages, including sports leagues, fitness classes, computer tutorials, coaches
clinics, senior activities, bus trips, and
more. It also maintains sports fields and
courts, an outdoor fitness trail, playgrounds, and the Community Pool.
Musical Club of Westfield * westfieldnj.com/
mcw/home.htm * The Musical Club of
Westfield, now in its 90th year, is an
organization devoted to fostering and encouraging good music, providing opportunities for performance, and supporting
college music scholarships. Memberships
are in two categories- active members,
and non-active associate members.
New Jersey Writer's Society *
groups.yahoo.com/group/
NewJerseyWritersSociety/ * We are a
group of amateur writers who seek to
improve our skills together. We will help
anyone perfect their craft while give them
plenty of time to socialize and learn more
about others' experiences. Together, we
defeat writer's block, build strong characters, and create compelling stories. Don't
write alone! Take the first step to finding
the better writer inside you.
Newark Academy * www.newarka.edu *
From time to time we would like to email
press releases to you regarding Newark
Academy students living in the towns
covered by your newspapers.
NJ Performing Arts Center * www.njpac.org
* The New Jersey Performing Arts Center
has garnered national attention in its first
eight seasons, serving as a model for its
programming and audience diversity, education initiatives, and the catalytic role it
has played in returning nightlife and
economi
Optimist Club of Westfield
westfieldnj.com/optimist/ *

*

People
for
Animals,
Inc.
*
www.pfa.petfinder.com * People for Animals provides low cost spay/neuter for
dogs and cats including rabies and distemper vaccinations for a fee of $40-$60.
Cat and dog adoption is also available at
the Bridgewater PETsMART store most
weekends.
Plainfield
Curling
Club
*
www.curlingnj.com * Family Fun and
Fitness at New Jersey's only dedicated
curling facility. Curling is the USA's fastest growing Olympic sport - and it can be
played and enjoyed by participants of all
ages and skill levels. New members welcome.
Plainfield Symphony Orchestra *
www.plainfieldsymphony.org * The
Plainfield Symphony, now in its 86th season, is New Jersey's oldest symphony
orchestra, and one of the oldest in the
nation. Led by legendary Romanian conductor and composer Sabin Pautza, the
Plainfield Symphony performs six concerts a year, including a Spring children's
concert, which is free to the public.
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Add or Edit an Entry online at goleader.com/organizations
Open to all Organizations of the Region
districtwide events throughout the school Visual Arts Center of NJ *
Republican Committee of Union County *
year, such as education forums for parwww.unioncountygop.org * The proper
www.artcenternj.org * The Visual Arts
ents, tours of the schools, Coffee with the
function of government is to do for the
Center of New Jersey is the largest of the
Superintendent, the PTA-BOE Roundtable
state's regional art centers devoted exclupeople those things that have to be done
Discussion, and Candidates Night.
sively to contemporary art through studio
but cannot be done, or cannot be done as
classes, workshops, special programs,
well, by individuals, and that the most
Soccer
Association
*
community outreach, and exhibitions.
effective government is government clos- SP-F
www.scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com *
est to the people.
WeCare * www.wecarewestfield.com *
Westfielders Concerned About ResponRotary
Club
of
Westfield
* St. Helen's Boys HS Basketball * 212-3386688 * The St. Helen's Boys High School
sible Development is a non-partisan, grasswestfieldrotary.com * Rotary meets
Basketball Team plays out of St. Helen's
roots citizens action group whose main
weekly on Tuesday at 12.15 p.m. at the
Parish in Westfield, NJ.
focus is to monitor public and private
Westfield Area Y. Visiting Rotarians,
development in the Town of Westfield to
guests and those interested in membership are always welcome. Rotary is an Summit Area Community School *
ensure the development is consistent with
www.SummitAreaCommunitySchool.org
community standards.
international organization of business and
* Summit Area Community School proprofessional leaders united world-wide to
vides a variety of Adult Ed.
provide humanitarian service, encourage
Westfield
Adult
School
*
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool * The
ethical standards in all vocations and help
Adult School is a non-profit organization
build peace and goodwill in the world. Tamaques Elementary School *
www.westfieldnjk12.org/tamaques *
The Rotary Club of Westfield was chardedicated to providing quality education
Tamaques School is one of six Westfield
tered in 1921. The club supports a variety
and enrichment opportunities both in and
elementary schools.
of international and community-based
out of the classroom. Our talented faculty
projects and organizations, the most noincludes professionals in business, the
table of which is the Rotary Scholarship The Education Fund of Westfield *
arts, and academics. Through the comwww.westfieldnj.com/edfund * The goal
Fund through which $1.8 million has been
bined dedication and efforts of the faculty
of The Education Fund is to raise monies
awarded to local students for college scholand the volunteer Board of Trustees, The
to fund grants to teachers within the
arships. The club's two major annual
Westfield Adult School is committed to
Westfield Public School District. These
fundraisers are Pancake Day held in March
serving as a vital educational/enrichment
grants are used to compliment and augand the Humanitarian Award Dinner held
resource to Westfield and the surrounding
ment approved but unfunded curricula in
in November.
communities.
the classroom.
SAGE
Eldercare,
Inc.
*
Westfield Area Chamber of Comm *
www.sageeldercare.org * SAGE The Pingry School * www.pingry.org * The
www.WestfieldChamber.com * The
Pingry School is a K-12 coeducational,
Eldercare is a non profit, 501(c)(3) orgaWestfield Area Chamber of Commerce is
independent country day school that ennization established in 1954. SAGE
a voluntary business association serving
rolls approximately 1,000 students from
Eldercare supports the independence,
over 320 members. The mission of the
12 New Jersey counties and more than 90
well-being and quality of life of older
organization is to provide its members
communities. Founded in 1861 in Elizaadults, their families and caregivers,
with opportunities to succeed.
beth, NJ by Dr. John F. Pingry, the school
through the provision of client-centered
is recognized throughout the United States Westfield Area Y's Men's Club *
health, social and support services. SAGE
for its academic excellence, Honor Code,
Eldercare's programs include Meals-onwestfieldnj.com/ysmen/ * The Westfield
sports programming, and a universal conWheels, InfoCare Free Information and
Area Y's Men's Club is a group of men
cern among faculty for each student in the
Referrals, Home Care, Spend-A-Day
who raise money for charitable causes
school.
Adult Day Health Center, Bill Paying
and socialize together. As a group, we
believe in giving back to the community
Service, Shopping Service, SHIP (State
Union County African Violet Society *
Health Insurance Program) and more.
and volunteering time and energies in
www.avsa.org * Monthly meetings on
support of youth development programs.
3rd Thursday of month at Scotch Plains
The club annually hosts a Halloween paSchool One Publicity * 908-322-7160 *
Public Library. Mid-March Flower Show.
rade, Christmas Tree Fundraising Sale,
Scotch Plains Democratic Club * (908) 925and Golf Outing.
Union County Hiking Club *
6343 *
www.nynjtc.org/clubpages/uchc.html * Westfield College Woman's Club *
Union County Hiking Club offers a varied
www.WestfieldToday.com/cwc * College
Shale Ridge, LLC * www.shaleridge.net *
program of outdoor activities, providing
LLC sports and event photography. We
Woman's Club awards scholarships and
wholesome recreation while contributing
photograph the action while you enjoy the
grants annually on the basis of scholarto physical fitness. Hiking and biking
ship, need, character, and leadership.
event.
activities are scheduled throughout the
Scholarship and grant monies are derived
week. Most events take place in central
Sierra Club NJ Loantaka Group *
from membership dues, earnings from
and northern New Jersey. Contact the
investments, donations, and fundrasiers.
newjersey.sierraclub.org/loantaka.asp *
Union County Department of Parks and
The Sierra Club is a national, memberRecreation at (908) 527-4900 to request a Westfield
Community
Band
*
supported environmental organization,
www.westfieldcommunityband.com *
complimentary six-month Schedule.
which seeks to influence public policy in
The Westfield Community Band, under
both Washington and the state capitals
the direction of Dr. Thomas Connors, is an
through public education and grass-roots Union County Watchdog Assoc. *
www.unionCountyWatchdog.org * The
ensemble of 75 members of Westfield and
political action. With about 23,000 memUnion County Watchdog Association is a
bers, the New Jersey Chapter is the 10th
the surrounding communities bringing
nonpartisan nonprofit organization worklargest of the 65 chapters in the USA,
musical enjoyment to Westfield residents
ing on behalf of the residents and taxpayCanada and Mexico. The Loantaka Group
for 94 years.
ers of Union County monitoring the activcovers Morris and Union Counties. Meetity of county government and advocating Westfield Community Players *
ings are free and open to the public.
change to promote open government and
westfieldnj.com/players/ * Contributing
accountability.
SPF PTA Council * www.spfk12.org/
to the cultural activities of Westfield and
ptacouncil * The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
surrounding towns since 1934. With our
PTA Council is a child advocacy organi- Unitarian Church in Summit * ucsummit.org
own 150 seat theater, we offer 4 shows a
zation which represents all 8 PTAs within
* The Unitarian Church is a Welcoming
season featuring drama, music and comthe SPF school district. PTA Council coChurch
edy.
ordinates activities and addresses issues
See Page 58 for details and status
of interest which expand beyond the
boundaries of any one school in our disof this online project.
trict. PTA Council sponsors many
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Westfield Historical Society *
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.com * To
preserve, interpret and encourage interest
in history, Westfield, and its residents
through educational efforts and community outreach programs
Westfield Leader * www.goleader.com *
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, 116 years in business, paid and mailed subscriber based
community newspapers. Legal newspapers in Union County, NJ; Westfield,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Published
each Thursday to approximately 8,000
homes with a "pass-through" readership
of over 20,000 people. Available and
searchable online with archives to 1997
along with special features and services.
Westfield
Lions
Club
*
www.westfieldnj.com/lions * To create
and foster a spirit of understanding among
all people for humanitarian needs by providing voluntary services through community involvement and international
cooperation
Westfield Recreation Department *
www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation * Traci
Kastner is responsible for the Recreation
Event
Column.
(tkastner
at
westfieldnj.net)
Westfield School Boosters Assn *
www.westfieldnj.com/Boosters * The
Boosters Club is a 50-man organization
dedicated to raising money to support
school sports and provide scholarships to
scholar athletes.
Westfield Wizards Basketball * 212-3386688 * The Wesfield Wizards U14 Girls
AAU basketball team operates out of
Westfield, NJ and is comprised of a majority of Westfield girls.
Westfield Women's Softball * 908-209-2869
* The Westfield Women's Softball League
is an intramural league which has the
emphasis on fun!
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church *
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc * Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church (WG) is a
community called by God to know and
make known the love of Christ. We strive
to achieve this mission by reaching out,
worshipping, growing, and serving.
Throughout the year, Willow Grove hosts
many events and programs welcoming
the community.
Wilson
Elementary
School
*
www.westfieldnjk12.org * Local Elementary School
WSA - Intercounty Program *
www.westfieldnjsoccer.com * The WSA
Intercounty program is for players who
are interested in playing recreational soccer beyond the in-town program. Annually, more than 250 players on more than
fifteen teams represent the WSA in the
Intercounty Youth Soccer League. Intercounty teams provide the opportunity to
play in the fall and sometimes in the
spring against teams from nearby towns.
The towns/clubs represented in the past
have included Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Colonia, Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Scotch
Plains, South Mountain (Maplewood/
South Orange), Springfield, Summit,
Union and Westfield.
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Online Program for Updating
Clubs and Organizations Info
One of the most complex things to do
seems simple – that is to develop and maintain a comprehensive and current list with
contact information for clubs and organizations in the region. It’s difficult for the public
to know where this list exists when they seek
it. Also, organizations often change leadership and contact information each year; thus
there is a need for them to have an easy way
to update their information.
In 1999, Westfield developed such a list,
W.O.R.D., Westfield Organizational Resource Directory. The Westfield United Fund,
through funding from the Westfield Foundation and the Town of Westfield, produced
this resource guide. It was printed then and is
published still on the Internet at
www.goleader.com/99word/ and at
www.westfieldnj.com.
Unfortunately, this excellent work is now
out of date. It also was limited to just organizations connected to Westfield. The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times at goleader.com is expanding the concept and updating it to include organizations
of towns throughout the region. The newspaper believes computer methods online are
an effective way to expand, maintain and
publish this list – creating a workable method
through mimicking the concept developed
by Wikipedia. See http://en.wikipedia.org/.
The achievements of Wikipedia are fascinating and impressive. Begun in 2001,
Wikipedia has grown into the largest reference website on the Internet. In the English
version, currently 995,448 articles exist. The
content is free, written collaboratively by

people from all around the world. Anyone
with computer access to the Internet can edit,
correct, or improve information throughout
the encyclopedia by clicking the ‘edit this
page’ link.
Editors monitor the entry and editing process of the public, but they don’t control the
information. From studies seen, the
Wikipedia content is as accurate and comprehensive as that of the Encyclopedia
Britannica. Computers are set up to do most
of the presentation and updating work entered by the public.
The concept employs “collaborative writing and peer collaboration, which refers to
projects where written works are created by
multiple people together (collaboratively)
rather than individually. Some projects are
overseen by an editor or editorial team, but
many grow without any top-down oversight.”
Wikipedia says that it “is an ongoing work
to which in principle anybody can contribute, it differs from a paper-based reference
source in some very important ways. In
particular, older articles tend to be more
comprehensive and balanced, while newer
articles may still contain significant misinformation, unencyclopedic content, or vandalism. Users need to be aware of this in
order to obtain valid information and avoid
misinformation which has been recently
added and not yet removed.”
At goleader.com/organizations, the first
step of programming has been developed.
With public collaboration and self-maintenance, an up-to-date organization contact
list for the region has been established as

ELIZABETH “BETH” KRONCKE

Sales Associate
2004-2005 NJAR Circle of Excellence
Coldwell Banker Presidents Circle
Coldwell Banker “Rookie of the Year” 2004

209 WESTFIELD AVENUE
WESTFIELD NJ, 07090
908-233-5555 x 132 OFFICE
908-337-5971 CELL
908-301-2051 DIRECT LINE
www.elizabethkroncke.net
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HITTING THE BOOKS...Programmers at goleader.com, Vicki McCabe and Michael Bartiromo
review reference books in planning strategies for developing automation techniques to enable
public collaboration and editing online of clubs and organizations’ contact information. They also
perform graphic design, journalism and editing functions at the newspaper.

printed on the previous pages of this publication. In just a few weeks, dozens of organizations have entered their current information to the database. We envision it growing
to several hundred.
Developers onThe Leader/Times staff are
testing various programming ways for automatic access of this database to the public on
the Internet with search capabilities, along
with methods for public editing and expanding of the entries. This is being done in ways
to minimize the potential for spammers to
spoil the brew.
You are invted to enter the data of your

club and organization. It is open to all in the
region and intends to be inclusive of the
many things going on in our society – arts,
sports, charity, service – without bounds.
Please provide your comments and recommendations as progress is made.
In next year’s This Is Westfield, we expect
to be able to publish several additional pages
of contact information for the region’s organizations because of this online effort. The
synergism with the printed word and the
Internet continues to expand.
goleader.com/organizations
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Complete coverage for
your financial future.
For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and its products have quietly
earned a most enviable reputation. Today, only Northwestern Mutual
Financial Network representatives can offer access to its life insurance
products, plus the know-how of specialists.
Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Jeff Rembisz?
Call today for a free, no-obligation consultation.

Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CSA
Disability Income Specialist

The Stone Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4079
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz

05-2056 © 2004 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates. 4046-310

This Is Westfield

Page 60

2006

Our 34th Annual Edition

Governor
Jon Corzine (D)
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000
www.state.nj.us/governor/

President George W. Bush
president@whitehouse.gov
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111

Governor
Jon Corzine

President
George W. Bush

Congressman
Mike Ferguson

Senator
Frank Lautenberg

Senator
Bob Menendez

Senator
Frank Lautenberg
One Gateway Center
Twenty-Third Floor
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 639-8700
http://lautenberg.senate.gov
Senator
Bob Menendez
One Gateway Center, Suite 1100
Newark, New Jersey 07102
(973) 645.3030
http://menendez.senate.gov
Congressman
Mike Ferguson
7th District Office
45 Mountain Blvd.
Building D, Suite 1
Warren, NJ 07059
(908) 757-7835
www.house.gov/ferguson

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov
New Jersey Taxation
www.state.nj.us/treasury
U.S. Attorney
Christopher Christie
www.usdoj.gov/usao/nj/
New Jersey Attorney General
www.state.nj.us/lps/hjc.htm
U.S. Election Enforcement
www.fec.gov/
N.J. Election Enforcement
www.elec.state.nj.us/
Open Public Records Act
www.state.nj.us/opra/

Senator
Tom Kean, Jr.

Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick

Assemblyman
Eric Munoz

Senator
Nicholas Scutari

Assemblywoman
Linda Stender

Assemblyman
Jerry Green

Legislative District 21

Legislative District 22

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
SenKean@njleg.org
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
AsmBramnick@njleg.org

Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
SenScutari@njleg.org
1514 E. St. Georges Ave.
2nd Floor
Linden, NJ 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
AswStender@njleg.org
1801 E. Second St., 2nd Floor
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908) 561-5757

203 Elm St., 1st Floor
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 232-3673 (Westfield)
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
AsmMunoz@njleg.org
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908) 918-0414 (Summit)

County of Union
www.ucnj.org - (908) 527-4000
Administration Building: 10 Elizabethtown Plaza; Courthouse: 2 Broad Street; Prosecutor: 32 Rahway Avenue; Elizabeth, NJ 07207.
Board of Freeholders
Chairman Alexander Mirabella; Vice Chair Bette Jane Kowalski; Angel Estrada; Chester Holmes; Adrian Mapp; Rick Proctor; Deborah Scanlon; Daniel Sullivan; Nancy Ward.
County Manager George Devanney: Prosecutor Theodore Romankow: Sheriff Ralph Froehlich: County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi: Surrogate James LaCorte.
County Police 300 North Avenue East, Westfield, NJ 07090; (908) 654-9800: Engineering & Public Works 2371 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076; (908) 789-3677:
Information & Communication System 300 North Avenue East, Westfield, NJ 07090; (908) 654-9881: Superintendent of Schools: 300 North Avenue East, Westfield,
NJ 07090; (908) 654-9860: Parks and Recreation (908) 527-4900.
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Westfield Adult School,
A Community Asset
Each semester, some 1,000 students enroll
at the Westfield Adult School in over 100
courses that range from arts
and crafts to foreign languages to computers and
finance. Most students are
adults looking to brush up
on existing skills or to learn
something new. A few are
high school students exploring interests outside of the
regular school curriculum.
Alicia Weaver, Westfield
Adult School’s Executive Director since
December 2003, notes that over the last few
semesters, many new courses have been

added “to appeal to a broader base of
people.” Recent additions have included
the fall history series and music appreciation classes. “We are always looking to
expand physical and creative outlets,” said
Ms. Weaver. This year, Westfield Adult
School offered new classes in computers,
jewelry making, belly dancing and tennis.
The Adult School also offers trips, often in
conjunction with neighboring adult schools.
Trips this year included walking tours of
Manhattan, a tour of a local microbrewery,
and day-long excursions to museums and
shows in Philadelphia and New York.
Other partnerships have also proved successful. This year, the Westfield Memorial
Library hosted several Adult School programs, including travelogues, history lectures and Great Decisions 2006. (Great Decisions is a program of the Foreign Policy
Association and is sponsored locally by the
Westfield Area League of Women Voters).
The response from participants attending
classes at the library has been overwhelmingly positive. In Fall 2006, the community
can look forward to more offerings at the
library, including Jamie Novak’s popular
“Mission Organization” series.
Regular course offerings include English
for non-English speakers, American Sign

Language and First Aid courses, and landscaping and knitting. State Certified Driver
Education has also returned
recently to the Adult
School.
People are often surprised to learn that the
Westfield Adult School is
an independent, non-profit
organization. Tuition, advertising, and donations finance all costs. Some of
the 65 teachers volunteer
their time.
In order to keep things running smoothly,
the school relies on its active volunteer
Board of Trustees. Libby Reinhardt, President of the Board of Trustees, says, “The
Board, working with the Executive Director, plans the curriculum, manages the finances, and runs the publicity. It’s fun, and
a good team effort.”
The Adult School looks to the community
for curriculum ideas. At the back of every
catalog is a survey asking about what trips
and courses are of interest to the community.
To suggest a course, teach a course, advertise in the catalog or on the website, or make
a donation, visit the website,
www.westfield.nj.com/adultschool. Send an
E-mail to adultschool@westfieldnj.com, or
send a letter to Westfield Adult School Association, P.O. Box 606, Westfield, NJ 07091.

Most classes are held at Westfield High
School on Monday evenings in the spring
and fall. Catalogs are mailed each semester to
residents of Westfield and surrounding communities and distributed to local libraries.

Integrity, honesty, attention to
detail, and follow-through is
the foundation of my business.
Please call me for the personal
and professional service you
deserve for all your real
estate needs.
Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Broker Associate
(908) 233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004
maryellen-oboyle@burgdorff.com

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065
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