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Is Your Family Sending The Same Old Holiday
Cards Again This Year ?

Make Your Greeting Stand  Out From The
Rest With Personal Holiday Cards

®

76 ELM STREET • WESTFIELD
(908) 232-2232

Lancaster, Ltd.

YOU’LL ALWAYS FIND WHAT
YOU WANT AT PARKER!

It’s Worth A Trip From Anywhere To The Award Winning...

Parker Greenhouses
FARM & GARDEN CENTER

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  • (908) 322-5555

Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7am-5pm, Thurs. 7am-7pm, Sat. 7am-5pm, Sun. 9am-4pm

Wow...Wow...

• 14+ Acres of Horticulture
• 300,000 square feet of  Greenhouses
• Complete Landscape Nursery
• Hundreds of Rose Varieties
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Indoor Tropical Foliage Plants, 4" up to 20 feet
• 82 Varieties of Clematis
• Seasonal flowers, herbs and vegetable plants
• Water Features for indoor and outside
• Design Displays to Stimulate Your Creativity
• Silk Flowers and Custom Silk Design Services
• Unique Pottery and Garden Statuary
• Extensive Gardening Accessories
• Complete Fertilizers, Soils and Mulches
• Christmas Wonderland and Hand-Blown Glass Collectibles
• Trained Staff of Specialists to Solve
      Your Gardening Problems
• Open Year Round
• Landscape Installations

For over 49 years, Parker Greenhouses
has been the area’s largest source for all your
planting needs. Nobody even comes close!

DO YOU SHOP
AT PARKER

GREENHOUSES?
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#1 Salesperson Coldwell Banker
Westfield Office and Westfield Area

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Hye-Young Choi

Providing
Professional Excellence

and Experience for
All Your Real Estate

Needs in the
Westfield, Mountainside,
Cranford, Scotch Plains

& Fanwood Area.

Our TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur Towns

Member of the New Jersey Press Association • Member of the National Newspaper Association
Member of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association

Member of the Fanwood Business and Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
— Established 1959 —

P.O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 322-4155  • Fax: (908) 322-4788

press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

2nd Annual Edition
A special section of THE TIMES of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

A Preface to Our Towns

♦♦♦♦♦ ®

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.fanwoodnj.com/faminvco

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
 MARKET REPORT

(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800

WHO DO YOU TRUST WITH YOUR MONEY?

Member NASD & SIPC

Seated (L to R): Linda Caccavale, Edna Trujillo, Fred J. Chemidlin, Jr., President, Mary Ann Mokar,
Ed Sjonell, Diana Cilluffo. Standing (L to R): Dave Macdonald, Peter J. Chemidlin, VP, Michael

Grady, Matthew Chemidlin, John Mulholland, Joseph P. Chemidlin, VP

For almost 40 years we have specialized in personalized investment planning for families and
business. Dedication to our clients is our first priority. We can help you achieve your financial goals.

At Family Investors Company, we advocate a commmon sense approach to money management.
We listen, we advise, we perform, but most of all, we care. Stop by our office today or call for
information.

Specializing in Mutual Funds Since 1960

Horace R. Corbin Gail S. Corbin Paul J. Peyton
PUBLISHER GENERAL MANAGER MANAGING EDITOR

Karen M. Hinds Suzette F. Stalker David B. Corbin
OFFICE MANAGER OUR TOWNS EDITOR SPORTS EDITOR

Michelle H. LePoidevin Joanna B. Marsh Mary Ryan
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR MARKETING DIRECTOR MARKETING REPRESENTATIVE

Reminiscing may be in many of our thoughts as 1999 comes to an end. But in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, we don’t need visions to see signs of our history. There
are many real things today preserved that instill pride of our history and the
accomplishments of our forefathers. The 260-year-old Stage House Inn is a thriving
reminder right in our midst. For a casual tour of the past, visit the charming Osborn
Cannonball House dating back to about 1760. Scotch Plains had its first school
about the same time in 1768. There’s a Tale of Two Communities that takes you on
a ride from the past to the present day, arriving at the Fanwood train station for its
125th anniversary.

Our Towns are nestled in cozy, tree-lined neighborhoods, although within in a
bird’s eye view of metropolitan New York City. One may commute or work at the
village store, but they’re always glad to be home. Neighbors are friends in our small
towns. There are few strangers, and visitors receive warm welcomes. Volunteers
protect us through our fire departments and rescue squads. Volunteers give us
business energy and creativity through the Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association.

But, Our Towns are big enough to be the home of admirals and the State Senate
President. Our high school kids are skilled enough to win 7 state soccer champion-
ships over the last 14 years. Then, there’s DECA, students learning business and
winning national awards. There are many things to fill us with pride, yet there’s still
time to smell the wildflowers at the Fanwood Nature Center.

The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood is pleased to present the annual Our Towns
publication. This year, the staff takes you on a trip through community history. Many
organizations helped put this together, and we’re proud to be part of it. Thank you
to all, particularly Suzette Stalker who served as editor, Pete Billson who plied his
technical skill and Joanna Marsh who managed the commercial necessities.

The cover of our second annual edition of
Our Towns depicts the transition of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area from its past to its present,
in keeping with the historic theme of this year’s
publication.

Pictured in the hour glass are the Fanwood
Oak, which was a part of the local landscape for
more than 300 years, and the recent planting of
a tree by students at Coles Elementary School
in Scotch Plains. The hour glass is set against
a 1656 map of “New Netherlands” — what
was to eventually be called New Jersey.

Our special thanks to Richard Bousquet,
President of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, and to Joseph Nagy for
their contributions to this year’s edition of Our
Towns.
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Scotch Plains and Fanwood — A Tale of

How Do YHow Do YHow Do YHow Do YHow Do You Judgou Judgou Judgou Judgou Judge A Funere A Funere A Funere A Funere A Funeral Home?al Home?al Home?al Home?al Home?

ServiceServiceServiceServiceService
When choosing a funeral home you can compare
costs, you can compare staff but the most
important factor to weigh is the service.

After all, that’s what you will truly appreciate
and remember longest. If you ever have any

questions, or need information, feel free to stop by or call.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for Our Towns

Before small towns appeared on maps, before land was owned, and before streets
were paved, pioneers described the location of their settlements by the geographic
details of the land.

“The valley at the foot of the notch between the first and second mountain,” or “southeast
of Ash-Swamp alongside the Green Brook” were the way in which locations were
identified, according to “Under the Blue Hills,” by Marion
Nicholl Rawson, published in 1974.

In 1684, a small group of Scottish immigrants cleared the
plains at the foot of the Blue Hills, today known as the
Watchung Mountains, and built a community which they
named “Scotsplains,” in honor of George Scot, their leader,
who died at sea before reaching what is now New Jersey.

The land that was to become Scotch Plains and Fanwood
has a history rich in cultural diversity, having been popu-
lated by numerous peoples over a span of 300 years. The
Lenni Lenape Indians were the first to live on the plains at
the foot of the mountains, followed by Dutch and English
settlers, in the early 1600s.

Trade expeditions were launched by various European
monarchies to stake out and claim land in the New World.
The English, the French, the Swedes and the Dutch all
claimed to have a stake in Nova Caesarea, later known as
East Jersey.

Dutch Quakers, who migrated south from New England,
settled in East Jersey along the banks of the Green Brook.
The Indians and the peace-loving Quakers lived in relative
harmony, side-by-side, for many decades.

In 1684, the Quakers persuaded wealthy Scottish families
and their servants to come over from Scotland, to take advantage of the abundant natural
resources of East Jersey.

With a promise of 50 acres to the head of each family, 25 acres to each family member
and to each servant after three years of service, many prominent Scots, skilled laborers and
servants came to the Scotsplains to take advantage of the land offers.

Many of the Scots were religious dissenters against the English throne, and wanting to
avoid further persecutions and imprisonment, were anxious to leave Scotland.

Early maps indicate that by 1685, 24 prominent Scottish and Quaker families settled on
parcels of land ranging from 300 acres to 3,000 acres in the plains that extended southwest
from Elizabethtown to the northern border of Piscataway — all of which was a part of the

Scotsplains of East Jersey.
Those 24 farms were staked out by families whose names belonged to the founding

fathers of Scotch Plains and are still familiar today. Names such as Fullerton, Alexander,
Frazee, Lambert, Johnstone, Gordon, Miller, Swan and De Camp were among them.
Exactly when “Scotsplains,” also known by the names “Scot’s Plains,” or “Scotsplain,”
became “Scotch Plains” is uncertain. All three spellings appear in old documents and maps
spanning the Colonial era.

The early history of the plains beneath the Blue Hills
was fraught with numerous land disputes and social
strife, bordering on riots and insurrections between the
Scots, the Quakers and the English as a result of duplicate
land bequests.

Several European overlords claimed to own the land,
resulting in endless litigation in succeeding years. After
the Revolutionary War, the State of New Jersey ruled that
whoever was in possession of the land at that time would
be the official owners, which settled all disputes.

By 1700, a small village sprang up at the base of the
notch in the first mountain at the head of what is today
Park Avenue. It was also referred to as “The Village,” and
was considered to be an extension of Elizabethtown.

The Village flourished, partly as a result of the numer-
ous mills along the banks of the Green Brook, which
offered a plentiful supply of water power for fur, grist,
cider, ore and paper mills. Numerous ponds, with man-
made dams, were constructed in the Village below to
create additional mills.

Six mills along the Green Brook employed various
smiths and skilled laborers, some of whom resided at the
mills in the mountains, while others lived in the tiny

village below.
One of the earliest and most famous of the mills was the paper mill owned by David Felt.

A thriving mill community grew up around the Felt Mill on the Green Brook, and the town
became known as Feltville. The mill eventually went bankrupt and the mill town became
known as the Deserted Village, which was eventually restored and has become a tourist
attraction in recent years.

A pivotal development in establishing The Village of Scotch Plains as a distinct
community was the construction of a sizable home belonging to John Sutton on the corner
of what is now Park Avenue and Front Street. The large home was turned into an inn,
originally called Sutton’s Place, and was also used as the first post office for the villagers

Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical Society
A CENTURY AGO…An 1897 postcard depicts the Scotch
Plains business district between Second and Grand
Streets. Today, the downtown remains a diverse mix of
business and professional services.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

of this area and all of what would later become Plainfield.
The inn, which still stands today, is now known as the Stage House Inn and functions

as a restaurant and an antique center.
Being strategically situated at the foot of the mountains, the village and the inn played

a significant role in the movement of troops during both the Revolutionary War and the
Civil War.

The inn was used as a meeting place by troop leaders during both wars. The famous Battle
of the Short Hills was fought by troops that marched through “the spring fields” down
Diamond Hill Road to the top of the first mountain, which overlooks Scotch Plains.

Another significant milestone for the village was the construction of the Baptist Church
in 1747 on the corner of Mountain and Park Avenues. “God’s Acre,” one of the oldest
cemeteries in East Jersey, lies adjacent to the church. Scotch Plains’ first school, called the
Academy, soon followed.

Another settlement was also growing at this time, further away from the mountains, but
which had flat, fertile land suitable for planting seedbeds. The farmers who took up
residence in these outlying lands dubbed their village the “West Fields.”

In surviving letters from the early 1700s, however, settlers continued to refer to their
homesteads as being in either Elizabethtown, Piscataway or, simply, in East Jersey, as
“Scotsplains” and the West Fields were still not indicated on most maps.

When the Civil War began in 1861, the Village of Scotch Plains remained immersed in
a pastoral and rural way of life. The community had no paved roads, no street lighting and
included only a church, one public school, an inn, two stores, five mills, 70 houses and
several farms.

Elizabethtown, on the other hand, was experiencing the beginning of the industrial era
with the advent of gaslight companies, foundries and locomotives. The establishment of
the Elizabeth and Somerville Railroad (later the Jersey Central Railroad) connecting
Newark, Elizabeth,
Rahway, Plainfield,
Somerville and Philadel-
phia in the 1830s ush-
ered in a new age of sub-
urbanite commuters and
the ability to deliver
goods in large quantities
to factories.

The various outlying
areas, such as the West
Fields and the Village of
Scotch Plains, were con-
sidered wards of
Elizabethtown. The first
of these areas to break
away from
Elizabethtown and be-
come an independent
town was Springfield,
formed in 1793, followed
by Westfield in 1794,
then Rahway in 1804,
Union in 1808, New
Providence in 1809 and Plainfield in 1847.

What often inspired people to break away from established communities and form new
towns, according to the Union County Almanac, written by Sid Frank in 1976, was
“dissatisfaction with an old town.” Often, there were disputes over how taxes should be
assessed or spent.

In “Under the Blue Hills,” Mrs. Rawson attributes Westfield’s need to break away from
Elizabethtown simply to Westfield’s “increasing population and the need for a more
centralized government.”

When Westfield seceded from Elizabethtown, in 1794, it included all of what would later
become Scotch Plains, Plainfield, Fanwood, Clark, Garwood and Mountainside, as well as
portions of Cranford and Rahway.

Before Union County existed, Elizabethtown and Newark were both parts of Essex
County. There was an increased interest in moving the County Seat from Newark to
Elizabeth, however, as the populations of Elizabeth’s wards grew. The argument was that
Newark’s location was inaccessible, making it difficult to conduct court business or serve
on juries.

There was also a growing belief that Newark was more concerned with its own economic
development, according to authors Charles Aquilina and Richard Koles in “Elizabethtown
and Union County, A Pictorial History.”

An election to decide whether to build a new courthouse in Newark or Elizabeth was held
in 1807. Everyone from both towns voted with great enthusiasm, some casting two and
three votes, according “As We Were, The Story of Elizabethtown,” by Theodore Thayer.
This election was voided, and another held, in which Newark won the courthouse.

Elizabethtown, however, soon declared her independence from Newark and Essex
County, by establishing Union County in 1857. Union County was comprised of Elizabeth
and the six towns formed from the city: Springfield, Westfield, Rahway, Union, New
Providence and Plainfield.

Along the Central Jersey Line, real estate developers began transforming farms into
streets and building lots. Many New Yorkers, attracted by the appeal of country living, took
up residence in Westfield and Cranford, transforming these small villages into thriving
towns.

Two Communities

MILESTONE YEAR…The residence of Fanwood’s first Mayor,
Thomas S. Young, in 1895. Fanwood was designated as a
borough that same year. Mr. Young was elected Mayor on
October 15, 1895. He died in 1917.
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A Tale of Two Communities
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

The
Christopher
Academy

510 Hillcrest Ave.
Westfield
(908) 233-7447
1390 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-4652

A Montessori School

“The education of even a very small child does not aim at
 preparing him for school but for life”

Dr. Montessori
• 2½ years–first grade
• Half and full day programs
• Summer camp
• Montessori teacher training

American Montessori
Society Affiliate

E-Mail:
ChrisAcad@aol.com

Although Westfield seemed to welcome the modern convenience of the railroad, which
allowed the town’s inhabitants to commute to New York City, according to “Know Your
Town,” published by the League of Women Voters in 1972, the villagers at the base of the
Watchung Mountains were very resistant to this “smoking monstrosity” intruding on their
rural and rustic way of life. The villagers of Scotch Plains would not permit the railroad
to purchase land and run the tracks through the area’s pristine fields for another 50 years.

As a result of differing community goals and interests, the Township of Fanwood
declared its independence from Westfield Township in 1877. The Village of Scotch Plains
was included within the borders of Fanwood Township.

There are several conflicting accounts as to why Fanwood was named as such, and not
named Scotch Plains. By one historical account, in “Under the Blue Hills,” the Central
Jersey Railroad eventually managed to lay tracks and establish a depot in Fanwood
Township after years of protests from the villagers.

Irked by the villagers and what they perceived as their resistance to progress, the railroad
took its revenge, and instead of calling the new depot “Scotch Plains,” after the village, they
named the depot after the daughter of the President of the railroad, “Fanny,” according to
“Under the Blue Hills.” The account bolsters the legend of “Fanny Wood,” for whom the
community was reportedly named.

This “spurned some bad blood,” according to “Under the Blue Hills,” between the
fledgling settlement, which began to grow up around the new depot on Midway Avenue,
and the conservative Scotch Plains villagers at the foot of the mountain.

Excerpts from the book, “Fanwood Fire Company & Borough of Fanwood,” (1990),
written by the Fanwood Volunteer Firefighters, states that the Jersey Central Railroad, in
coalition with the Central Jersey Land Improvements Company, headed by wealthy
Fanwood land owners, bought one and a quarter square miles of land off Martine Avenue.
This small stretch of land is what eventually became Fanwood Borough in 1895.

This land included 350 acres near the tracks, which it dubbed “Fanwood Park,” and
relocated the railroad tracks from Midway Avenue to North Avenue. The railroad company
opened the farmland up to developers, businesses and prospective home buyers.

In “Under the Blue Hills,” Mrs. Rawson relates that the settlers around the depot
imagined themselves to be more sophisticated than the (Scotch Plains) villagers, whom
they regarded as less “progressive,” according to the author. The depot residents land-
scaped the grounds around the railroad station by bringing in large evergreens, so that when
travelers on the train passed through, they would get the impression of a sophisticated and
modern people.

The creators of this park-like garden setting felt that the entire road, then known as Darby
Road, was deserving of a more distinguished and elegant name, and so changed it to Park
Avenue. The Scotch Plains villagers did not approve.

According to “Fanwood Fire Company & Borough of Fanwood,” the two opposing
factions in Fanwood Township fought over other issues, as well. The residents who lived

near the train station were angry with the Township because the Municipal Council refused
to put street lights and road improvements into their neighborhood. They also felt that the
Township was not being fair in distributing liquor licenses.

A meeting was held and nine men formed the Independent Citizens Club. The idea of
forming a separate borough was considered and debated for two years before it became a
reality in 1895.

Shortly after the Borough of Fanwood was formed, the railroad built six houses along the
tracks and funded the building of the Volunteer Fire Company and the Post Office in 1897.
Workers from Kearny’s Western Electric plant and commuters from other towns moved
into Fanwood and settled near the railroad station.

By the early 1900s, Fanwood was known as a health resort where wealthy tourists spent
their vacations. The Fanwood Athletic Club, sponsored by the Central Jersey Land
Improvement Company, was built on South Avenue, and numerous stores and hotels also
sprang up along South and Martine Avenues at this time.

The railroad constructed coal and lumber yards along the tracks, and the Central Jersey
Land Improvement Company funded many other business ventures, such as a blacksmith
shop and the library.

Like Fanwood Borough, other local communities were formed over similar conflicts with
their hometown governments. The farmers in the hills of northern Westfield were growing
increasingly dissatisfied with the Township of Westfield, dominated by new residents and
new interests. Preferring their simple way of life, they separated from Westfield in 1895 to
form the Borough of Mountainside.

The two Fanwoods, Fanwood Township and the newly formed Fanwood Borough,
existed side-by-side until 1917, when Fanwood Township reacquired its original colonial
name and returned to being Scotch Plains, as recalled in “Under the Blue Hills.”

By the late 1880s, according to “Clayton’s History of Union County,” Scotch Plains was
home to three churches, two taverns, three grocery stores, a dry goods store, a paper factory,
a drugstore, a shoemaker, two butchers and the Scotch Plains Library, which was
established in 1888. By the time a census was taken in 1900, the population of Scotch Plains
had reached 1,200.

Concurrent with World War I, there was a large influx of skilled laborers of Italian
descent who came to New Jersey and opened shoemaking, tailoring, carpentry, masonry
and plumbing businesses. As paved streets replaced dirt roads, and especially with the
construction of Route 22 in 1930, the town grew.

Schools, churches and more stores sprang up, as people from the city began relocating
to the community, which was considered moving to the country.

The biggest growth spurt, however, came during and immediately after World War II,
as immigrants from many countries fled Europe and settled in the Central New Jersey area.
In Scotch Plains, big housing developments replaced farms, and more schools were added
to accommodate the population, which had escalated to more than 10,000 people by 1953.

This number dramatically jumped to 18,491 by 1960. The most recent census, in 1997,
counted 22,000 residents, eight elementary schools, two junior high schools and one senior
high school, serving 8,000 children in kindergarten through 12th grade.

Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical Society
THE WAY IT WAS…Stores along South Avenue in Fanwood circa 1940. The
business district, has grown in the past five decades and is a lively hub of activity.
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Cannonball House Captures Flavor of Colonial Life
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for Our Towns

To cross the threshold of the Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains is to journey
back in time, to an era when family farms dotted the landscape and independence fervor
was sweeping the countryside.

Since 1972, families, students and members of community organizations have been
taking such a journey, made possible by tours of the landmark home at 1840 Front
Street, conducted by costumed docents.

Walking through the rooms of the small, white clapboard house, visitors not only
learn the history of the home itself but also get a glimpse of how their forebears lived
in the years before modern household conveniences.

The house, built circa 1760, was originally home to John and Abagail Osborn and
all 10 members of their family, according to Assistant Curator Darlene Palombo. Mrs.
Palombo stated that the house, as it stands today, still retains some of its original bricks
and window panes.

The home also has many construction features typical of the Colonial period,
including plaster made with animal hair and crushed oyster shells; wooden pegs rather
than iron nails, and low ceilings and doors.

Mrs. Palombo added that the house remained a single-family dwelling until 1972,
when its last owner sold it to the township. She said the last owner lived in the house
from 1957 to 1972 and ran a small gift shop on the premises.

The recorded owners of the house include some well-known names in the annals of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area history, such as Osborn, Hetfield, Harper, Coles, Kelly
and Snook. Records show that the Snook family was the last to own the landmark house
before it was sold to the township.

According to Richard Bousquet, Chairman of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, the house has been run by the society as a museum since being purchased

by the township.
He noted that all the furniture used to decorate the four rooms inside the home was

donated by townspeople. Three of the rooms were decorated to reflect the Colonial
lifestyle of its original owners, while the fourth features furniture and tokens from the
Victorian era as a nod to its later owners.

According to Historical Society members, there has also been a careful restoration
of the home’s original kitchen. A Colonial-style flower and herb garden surrounds the
premises, giving it even more of a feeling of the time period it represents.

Garden Curator Mary Cherrington, along with many other volunteers, keep the
garden looking its best with weekly maintenance visits.

In back of the residence stands an old shed containing artifacts from the 1700s,
including guns and farming materials.

OUT OF THE PAST…The Osborn Cannonball House, at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
is part of the township’s historic heritage. Its rooms feature both Colonial and Victorian decor
in tribute to its various owners over the years. Tours of the landmark house, led by costumed
docents, are held on Sunday afternoons throughout the year, except for January and
February.

Nick, John & Vinnie Losavio

389 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains

Meat Market

322-7126

an old fashioned butcher
shop with personal service

Over 60 years at the same
location in Scotch Plains!

• Recognized by TV
News NJ as one of the
finest meat markets in
New Jersey!.

• Listed on the NY
Times hot-line for
Thanksgiving Turkeys

We carry:

✰ Free Range Poultry
✰ USDA Prime

Dry-Aged Meat
✰ Prepared Entrees
✰ Free Home Delivery

Historical Society literature describes how both British and Continental troops
marched passed the house during the Revolutionary War. It also relates how the battle
for independence contributed to the name by which the house continues to be known
to this day.

According to the society, a Colonial artillery man fired his cannon in the direction
of the oncoming British, who were, at the time, marching down Park Avenue. The
misdirected shot struck the side of the Osborn residence – causing it to become known
as the Osborn Cannonball home.

The Osborn Cannonball House Museum is operated under the direction of Curator
Ginger Bishop and is open to the public on the first Sunday of every month from 2 to 4
p.m. and on special holidays. The house is closed for the months of January and February.

For more information, please call the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at (908)
322-6700.
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732-968-0018 • Colonial Square Mall • US 22 E • Greenbrook
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      your name and date of bir      your name and date of bir      your name and date of bir      your name and date of bir      your name and date of birth!th!th!th!th!

Just one of the many unique tiles frJust one of the many unique tiles frJust one of the many unique tiles frJust one of the many unique tiles frJust one of the many unique tiles from...om...om...om...om...

TEA TIME… The parlor of the Osborn Cannonball House is decorated in
Victorian style, while the remaining rooms recall the home’s Colonial era.
Built circa 1760, the residence serves as the museum of the Historical Society
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
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By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for Our Towns

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school system dates back to pre-Revolutionary War years, when
“Scotsplains’” first school house was built in 1768 on property where the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church now stands.

The school was organized by local surveyor William Cole, who also served as its first teacher.
The Scotch Plains Baptist School Society served as the original board of education.

The one-room wooden building, known as District No. 5, contained long wooden desks and
back-less benches. First warmed by a single fireplace, it was later heated by a more modern pot
stove in the center of the room.

In the early days of American independence, it was inconceivable that someone should be
required to go to school, so attendance at school was voluntary — and sporadic.

Every three months, each pupil was required to pay $1.875. Those funds were used to pay the
teacher, who averaged a salary of approximately $90 per year. Janitors were paid $.125 per child,
per term. If enough children did not come to the school to make opening worthwhile, the
schoolmaster adjourned for the term.

There is some evidence that school closed during the Revolutionary War so residents could tend
to the more pressing needs of the fight for independence.

A 1783 advertisement for a new teacher in the New Jersey Journal (reprinted in “Under the
Blue Hills,” by Marion Nicholl Rawson in 1974) read, “Wanted by the first of May a school
master who can be well recommended for his ability in teaching the English language and good
morals. Any such on (sic) application to Isaac Halsey in behalf of the employers of Scotch Plains
will meet with generous encouragement.”

As many as 100 children were registered by 1844, although only a few actually came to school
on a regular basis. Pupils were taught reading, arithmetic, the alphabet, spelling, writing and
grammar.

A second school was established on the south side of Scotch Plains in the early 1800s. The
Jackson School Academy was located at the corner of Terrill and Cushing Roads and was open
for seven months a year.

Although 63 students were registered, only 35 actually attended classes. The school operated
until the mid-19th century and was torn down in 1910.

The following poem was written by a former Jackson School student, David Hand:
“How dear to this heart is the school of my childhood,
When fond recollections present it to view!
The blue pail and dipper, the slab seats we sat on,
And the old hickory gad that we youngsters all knew;
The teacher’s big arm chair, the desks that stood by it,
And the stove, and the wood box we all had to fill.
O the little old school house!
the storm-beaten school house!
That old Jackson School House that stands o’er the Hill!”

Willow Grove School was built in 1814 in the neighborhood of the original Lambert’s Mills.
The original structure was replaced in 1870 by a new building which operated until 1904, when
it was replaced by a two-room wooden building called School No. 2.

This facility was used until the late 1930s, when students transferred to LaGrande School in
Fanwood (now an outpatient center for Children’s Specialized Hospital of Mountainside).

The Parish School House, District No. 14, was located at the corner of Grand Street and Union
Avenue. The building was impressive for its day, containing both single and double desks.
According to a school history prepared by School One’s fifth-grade class of 1941-1942, “the
teacher’s desk was the best that could be made, but was not to cost more than $13.50.”

The school featured furnace heating, drinking water from a well and a plank sidewalk out front.
The traditional curriculum was expanded to include history and geography.

When the school opened in November of 1871, the teacher’s salary had grown to $700 per year,
with the assistant receiving $350 annually. In 1874, the school boasted two teachers and one
Principal.

Of the 107 children registered, only four came every day for the eight-month school year. Thirty-
nine attended daily for four months; 12 for six months. The school was used until 1890, when the
original School One was built on Park Avenue.

A high school curriculum appears to date back as far as 1873. Subjects included arithmetic,
algebra, natural philosophy (general science), reading, grammar, composition, spelling and

penmanship. All of these were compulsory, although bookkeeping was offered as an optional
course.

In June of 1889, the town leaders convened to discuss the construction of a new school for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood children. In his address to the group, Dr. J. Ackerman Coles
acknowledged the desires of the people of Fanwood to have the new building constructed in a
place “somewhat convenient to them.”

The original School One was a grand structure designed by prominent architect Stanford
White, famed for designing the original Madison Square Garden, as an adaptation of Ro-
manesque architecture. It stood at the corner of Park Avenue and Westfield Road, with the
grounds extending back to Forest Road.

The school — two stories, five rooms — was built in 1890 (the same year that school tuition
was abolished) at a cost of $18,000. The first floor housed three classrooms and the Principal’s
office. The second floor contained two classrooms and the auditorium.

With a capacity of 250 pupils, School One opened as an elementary school, with three teachers
and one principal. At the time, the average teacher’s salary was $515 annually.

By 1909, School One had become too small to hold the growing student population, so two

FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS YMCA
908-889-8880

Quality programs for all ages
Senior and Adult Programs

Wellness Center-Cardio & Strength
Indoor 25-yard, 6-lane Pool

Youth Aquatics, Gymnastics, Sports
Child Care - Infants to Preschool Ages

Gym Jams Nursery School
Kindergarten Wrap-Around

Full Day Kindergarten
School-Age Child Care through Middle School

Single Classroom, Built in 1768, Marks

Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical Society
SCHOOL DAYS…The original School One building on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains in 1905.
The building was lost to an arson fire in 1984. The “new” School One Elementary is located
on Willow Avenue.
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rooms were added, and grades were re-shuffled: primary and intermediate students occupied the
first floor, with grammar and high school students housed on the second.

Around this time, however, the local Board of Education acknowledged the inability of the
school to “achieve the results” of Plainfield High School for Scotch Plains’ 15 to 18 high school-
age youngsters.

It was decided that those who wished to pursue a high school education would continue their
studies in Plainfield or Westfield as tuition students.

By 1917, the curriculum of School One had expanded to include physical education.
Meanwhile, the Principal’s office and auditorium had been converted into classrooms. The
Principal was forced to conduct his business from the stage.

That year, eight rooms were built at a cost of $47,800, increasing School One’s capacity to 500
students.

By 1926, with the opening of the original Scotch Plains High School (now Park Middle
School), School One had reverted to being an elementary school, which it remained until its
closing in 1974. Named to the National Register of Historic Buildings, the school regrettably
burned to the ground at the hands of an arsonist on January 17, 1984.

The experiences recorded by School One’s Class of 1941-1942 on the golden anniversary of
the opening of the original building, offer an interesting glimpse into the life of a student more
than 50 years ago.

For example, students could buy milk for five cents. Playground equipment included a sandbox
with two see-saws; two baseball diamonds and an array of basketballs, soccer balls, baseballs
and bats.

Reading was clearly the priority subject through sixth grade. Students noted, “Reading and
arithmetic classes are divided into several groups according to how good we are in that subject.”
Installation of an automatic coal stoker in the mid 1930s was big news, as it saved the backs of
the school janitors.

During World War I, girls in the seventh and eighth grades knitted items for the soldiers, while
the younger students knitted wash rags.

The opening of the original Scotch Plains High School in 1926 eased the student enrollment
crunch at School One, and enabled high school students to return to the township. It cost $260,000
to purchase the land and build the school, which housed grades seven through 12 upon its
opening. It held 12 classrooms, with each room designed to accommodate 30 students.

Because there were a few vacant classrooms in the new high school upon opening, “some
citizens felt the board was overbuilding and that some rooms would never be filled.” Despite
these dire predictions, three additions were required at Park through the years: in 1939, 1961 and
1974.

Upon opening, the high school enrolled 217 pupils, with nine full-time teachers and one
Principal. The new facility offered three divisions of study to students: College Preparatory,
Commercial and General.

By 1929, the school was called a senior high school, and held 398 students. The growing
student population presented ongoing challenges. In September of 1930, its student population
numbered 439; by September 1934, that number had jumped to 619.

In 1931, the course of study at the high school was approved by the State Department of
Education, and the school was listed as an approved school of the Association of Secondary
Schools and Colleges.

Two years later, the high school instituted split sessions, with seventh through ninth graders
attending classes from 8 a.m. to 12:25 p.m., and tenth through 12th graders attending classes
from 12:35 to 4:40 p.m.

This technique was used occasionally through the years until the opening of the present-day
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) on Westfield road in 1957. At that time, Park
became a junior high school.

The population of the school district doubled between 1950 and 1957, necessitating the
construction of Evergreen School and Shackamaxon School in 1951.

Shackamaxon (now incorporated into the Jewish Community Center on Martine Avenue) was
immediately filled to capacity and was enlarged in 1954. It was closed due to declining
enrollment in 1981, was leased for five years, then sold.

Even so, the student population had grown so large by the 1950s that the district had to resort
to double sessions for grades six through 12.

Among other elementary schools that served the district was the Alexander Muir School, built
in 1915 and located on Plainfield Avenue. It closed in 1974 as a school, but housed the Board
of Education offices until 1982. It was sold in 1985.

LaGrande School, also known as School No. 4, was the only school ever to stand in the
Borough of Fanwood. Built in 1922, it was closed in 1978 due to declining enrollment. It now
serves as a branch of Children’s Specialized Hospital of Mountainside.

Besides SPFHS, Park Middle School and Evergreen Elementary, those schools which serve
the students of Scotch Plains and Fanwood today include Terrill Middle School, built in 1965;
Howard B. Brunner School, built in 1961; J. Ackerman Coles School, built in 1963; the William
J. McGinn School, built in 1967, and the “new” School One, built in 1972.

Through the years, the student population has fluctuated, skyrocketing to nearly 8,000 in 1970,
and dropping below 5,000 by 1981. Today, students number approximately 4,300.

However, due to legislated changes in the ways classroom space may be used, the expansion
of special education services and the desire to keep class size down, the district is scrambling
to find the space it needs to give students a quality education.

The most recent attempts to keep class size down were modular classroom additions at
Evergreen, Coles and School One. While things are not so tight that principals have begun
working from the stages of their respective auditoriums, as in 1917, the space issue continues
to present a formidable challenge.

Opportunities to confidently prepare you for the 21st Century!
Vocal & Instrumental Music Programs

Strong Academics and Championship Athletics

A Leader in the “Anytime, Anywhere” Learning
Vision Program using the Toshiba Laptop

1600 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ   07076

For information call

(908) 889-1600

NEW! – Instruction in the Japanese Language
& College Credit Courses in 5 Subjects

www.unioncatholic.org

Beginning of Public School District

Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical Society
TIMES REMEMBERED…Hannah Stiglitz’s seventh-grade class is pictured outside Scotch
Plains High School, now Park Middle School, in 1927. The high school, which opened a year
earlier, enrolled grades 7 through 12.
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By JOSEPH NAGY
Specially Written for Our Towns

In its 104-year history, Fanwood’s image has been represented by
its venerable 300-year-old oak tree – now cherished in memory —
and its vintage railroad station building.

The oak tree fell victim to its advanced age in 1996, but the
railroad station continues on as it marks its 125th birthday this year.

In 1839, the Elizabeth and Somerville Railroad’s course followed
what today is Midway Avenue, and the local station stop was at the
intersection of Martine, Midway and Woodland Avenues.

The private residence on the site today is the result of several
renovations that were made to the original structure after the railroad
changed to its present route in 1874 – 21 years before Fanwood Borough was officially
incorporated.

At that time, there were only a handful of houses and fewer than 100 people who lived
in the 1.3-square-mile area that would become the Borough of Fanwood.

A large guest house on Martine Avenue known as the Homestead, currently the site of
Fanwood Borough Hall, had been attracting passengers to the area even before the railroad
changed its course.

In 1874, widespread use of the automobile was still decades into the future. Without the
railroad, land travel took the form of horse-drawn wagons and or stage coaches.

Kerosene fueled lamps were probably the source of light for the building because
electricity would not come into being until almost the end of the century. Long-range
communication was by telegraph because the telephone had not yet been invented.

It would be almost half a century before a sanitary sewer system serviced the building.
Coal transported by the railroad from the mines of Pennsylvania provided the fuel to warm
the building until as late as the 1940s.

In the 1870s, the railroad industry was undergoing great expansion to support the growth
of industry and the ever-increasing passenger traffic. Research indicates that the railroad

used a modular concept to con-
struct the many station houses
along its routes, including the
one in Fanwood.

Its 20-foot-by-41-foot dimen-
sions conform to the basic mod-
ule. Some stations did not have
two stories as did the one in
Fanwood, and some that did
have a second floor had varia-
tions in the roof contours and in
the placement of gables and
dormers.

The Fanwood station was al-
most identical to ones that were

located in Perth Amboy, Dunellen, Glen Gardner, Bound Brook, Matawan, Elizabeth and
Clinton Avenue in Plainfield.

Among these, the Fanwood station is now the only survivor, making it an attraction for
the cameras of railroad buffs from all sections of the Eastern Seaboard.

The structure is representative of Victorian Gothic architecture. The exterior of the attic
level is distinguished by a hipped roof, slate shingles, and Gothic arched win-
dows.

The siding is clapboard, and the
lower level has a bracket-supported
canopy which extends 10 feet
from the building, providing
shade and cover from rain and
snow. It owns the distinction of
being on both the official state
and federal registry of historic
buildings.

Generally, the lower level of
the building served the busi-
ness of the station, in-
cluding ticket sell-
ing, telegraph
communi-

cations, record keeping and a passenger waiting room. The upper level sometimes provided
a residence for the station agent and his family.

In 1964, the station was retired from railroad service when it was donated by the
railroad to the Borough of
Fanwood, which later spent
$275,000 in a major restoration
effort.

While the exterior retains its
original features, the interior has
been renovated to accommodate
the modern facilities of a commu-
nity meeting place. There are two
spacious meeting rooms, rest
rooms and a kitchen.

Each day, hundreds of commut-
ers pass by, perhaps, to be re-
minded of past generations of
Fanwoodians who were served by
the landmark structure. Today, it
has another role to play in the
service of Fanwood – by retaining
its same look from the 19th cen-
tury, it stands as the proud symbol
of a vanished era.

Happy Birthday, old friend!

Experience the
Anthony James
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Fanwood Railroad Station Marks 125th Year
As Cherished and Enduring
    Symbol of a

     Bygone Era

ALL ABOARD…A commuter train of today pulls into the Fanwood Train Station,
which marks its 125th anniversary this year.

The Fanwood Train Station as it appeared in the 19th Century
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for Our Towns

Founded in 1972, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical Society currently operates the
historic Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains, while providing guest lectures at
its monthly meetings and taking care to preserve some of the historic artifacts — and
legends — from the area’s early days.

The organization is a primary resource for information about the history of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, both of which retain many significant landmarks and memorabilia
from the Colonial era to the 20th century.

The origin of the name Scotch Plains dates to George Scott, who was leading a group
of his countrymen on an ocean voyage from Scotland to the New World in the 17th
century when he died, according to Society President Richard Bousquet. The township
was first settled in 1684.

The group memorialized him by christening the area they settled as “Scotsplain” in
his honor. Over the years, the name evolved into its present form.

As for Fanwood, Mr. Bousquet said he prefers to stick to local lore, which says that
the borough was named for Fanny Wood, the daughter of an area railroad executive.

He pointed out, however, that prior to Fanwood’s establishment in 1895, the Scotch
Plains governing body had, at one point, collected taxes under the name of Fanwood
Township.

But he’s comfortable with the Fanny Wood story, noting that other sections of Union
County, namely Netherwood in Plainfield and Elmora in Elizabeth, were also named in
honor of the railroadman’s children.

The Historical Society meets at 8 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month at the
Fanwood Train Station, with the programs usually being of a historic nature, according
to Mr. Bousquet.

He said recent speakers have
discussed such varied topics as
presidential elections and
ghost hunting, as well as home-
grown legends like the Jersey
Devil and the historic role of
the Underground Railroad.

Every year, the group spon-
sors an antiques show that al-
lows residents to bring in their
articles for appraisal, similar
to the popular “Antiques
Roadshow” on PBS television.

The Historical Society’s mu-
seum is the Osborn Cannon-
ball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains.
Built circa 1760, the house,
which has been featured in
Smithsonian magazine, was a
private home when Scotch
Plains purchased it in the early
1970s. The township then
leased the property to the orga-
nization.

The first floor of the house
was refurbished around the
time the landmark was pur-
chased, and Mr. Bousquet re-
vealed that a Community De-
velopment Block Grant re-
cently received from the county
will allow additional interior
and exterior renovations to be
done.

Presently, three rooms in the house depict Colonial life in Scotch Plains, while a fourth
room recalls the township’s Victorian era. The museum also contains what Mr. Bousquet
called “a renowned collection of antique garments,” including bridal gowns dating back
to the 17th century.

The museum is currently open on the first Sunday of each month from 2 to 4 p.m., or
by appointment for groups. Openings were more frequent at one point, but Mr. Bousquet
said there presently are not enough volunteers to allow this.

“We need more docents,” he remarked, referring to the name for volunteer tour guides.
Mr. Bousquet described the original occupants of the Osborn Cannonball House as “an

incredible family” whose sons served in the American Revolution and whose matriarch
was “sympathetic to the colonists.”

Legend has it that when George Washington and his small army of men hastened to
retreat from a much larger British contingent, one of his men decided to lob a farewell
cannonball at the English army. “Well, something happened,” Mr. Bousquet said, “and
the cannonball hit the Osborn house.”

While the Historical Society doesn’t operate any other properties, it is keeping its eye
on the Frazee House, located on the former site of the Terry-Lou Zoo, later known as the
Scotch Plains Zoo, on Raritan Road.

Currently, the township is in litigation to settle questions regarding the ownership of
the site. The Frazee House, which Mr. Bousquet termed “an incredible example of pre-
Colonial construction,” was built in the 1680s by “incredibly great craftsmen.”

During the Revolution, legend has it that when British Generals Charles Cornwallis
and William Howe were in the area, they were drawn to the Frazee House by the aroma
of freshly baked bread.
When Betsy Frazee
opened the door, the two
men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to
give them some, but told
them she was doing it
more out of fear than out
of love.

Insulted by her re-
mark, the two generals
became angry, refused
the bread and left.

Mr. Bousquet said his
group would like to have
some involvement once
the property ownership
question is settled. “We
want to save the house,”
he said, adding that the
two priorities for the
Frazee House are to
make sure it’s not torn down and to keep it on its existing site, “because that’s where the
story took place.”

His lifelong work in the construction business, coupled with his love of history, led Mr.
Bousquet to the Historical Society. In the mid-1980s, his company began to specialize
in historical restoration. Later, a friend
referred him to the Historical Society, of
which he was elected President in 1990.

A few years ago, Mr. Bousquet and his
wife compiled a book, entitled “Images of
America: Scotch Plains and Fanwood,”
which contains several hundred old photo-
graphs of Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as
well as maps of the area dating back to
Colonial times. The photographs and maps
are supported by historical narrative.

Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood

The Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood always wel-
comes new members. An annual mem-
bership is $10. For further informa-
tion, please call Scotch Plains Town-
ship Hall at (908) 322-6700, or Soci-
ety President Richard Bousquet at
(908) 232-1199.

COLONIAL KITCHEN…A centerpiece of the Saltbox Colonial
home is its beehive oven. The Cannonball House got its name
during the Revolutionary War when a cannonball aimed at
British soldiers accidentally struck it.

STEP INTO MY PARLOR…A view of the Victorian
parlor in the Osborn Cannonball House. The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood is currently look-
ing for additional volunteers to serve as docents for tours
of the landmark home.
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By LILLIAN DUGGAN
Specially Written for Our Towns

To provide comfort
and rest to strangers and
travelers has been the
aim of the Stage House
Inn for most of its 260
years. Even as far back
in history as the 10th

century, the piece of land at
the corner of Park Avenue and Front Street

was part of a temporary campground for Lenni-Lenape
Indians making their way between mountain and ocean hunting spots.

The birth of the Colonial New Jersey tavern took place around 1668, when the first New
Jersey “ordinary” was opened in Newark. Establishments that today are known as bars and
pubs were first dubbed ordinaries, then taverns, and later inns or houses.

The people of Newark were rather anxious to have an ordinary at their disposal.
According to the New Jersey Historical Society’s “Records of the Town of Newark 1666-
1836,” when the town chose Henry Lyon on May 16, 1666 “to keep an Ordinary for the
Entertainment of Travellers and Strangers,” they desired that he “prepare for it as soon as
possible.”

Lyon’s ordinary seemed to be such a good idea that the East Jersey General Assembly
ordered in 1668 that “in consideration of the inconveniences that do arise for want of an
Ordinary in every town within this province, every town shall provide an Ordinary.”

In later years, inns and taverns were bound by the government to offer respite to weary
travelers. An 1800 charter to one of the Stage House’s future innkeepers outlined that he
must “find and provide good, wholesome, and sufficient lodging, diet, and entertainment
for man, and stabling and provender for horse.”

In 1737, about 53 years after the first settlers arrived in what is now Scotch Plains, John
Sutton answered the 1668 call of the General Assembly by opening what historians have
referred to as “The Corner Tavern,” “John Sutton’s Hotel,” “Johnny Sutton’s House” and
“John Sutton’s Tavern.”

Sutton opened the inn “at the meeting of the ‘Road to the Mountain’ and the ‘Road to
Raway (sic),’” according to Marion Nicholl Rawson’s “Under the Blue Hills,” which is
considered to be the definitive record of Scotch Plains history. As Mrs. Rawson poses,
“What better place for an inn … where you could eat and sleep travelers aplenty?”

A fireplace emblazoned with the year 1737 verifies the age of at least a portion of the
building. Many believe that the center section, however, was one of six original homes
built in Scotch Plains in the year 1684. Indeed, original ceiling beams in that section

distinguish it from the rest of the structure.
Mr. Sutton’s tavern became the cornerstone of a burgeoning village. Aside from offering

drink and shelter, the tavern was an important meeting place. As the village grew, private
and government business was conducted there. The tavern remained the center of social
activity in the village for years afterward.

The Stage House Inn’s place in local history was sealed in 1769 when it became a stop
on a stagecoach line called the Swiftsure Stage Line.

This line served those traveling between Philadelphia and New York “by the shortest,
cheapest, safest, and most pleasant road, through Newark, Springfield, Scotch Plains”
(probably the same route as today’s Route 22) and on through western New Jersey to
Philadelphia, according to an 1801 newspaper ad.

As horses had to be changed or refreshed every 12 miles, frequent stops were necessary.
The stage also carried mail, and the inn became an official post office. Townspeople were
notified of the arrival of the coach when the innkeeper fired a small cannon.

Around the beginning of the Revolutionary War period, the inn changed hands. Now run
by Peter Marselis, it was called the “Marseillious” or “Marselis.” Battles and troop
movement through the “Plains” became commonplace, and taverns were important centers
of political activity.

Marselis’s tavern is indicated on a map prepared by General George Washington’s
cartographer, Robert Erskine.

Mrs. Rawson claims in her book that “Probably no other publick (sic)-house in the
colony entertained more generals and important men than did the ‘Marselis’” because
of its proximity to what was considered a “dangerous pass” during the Revolutionary
War. The tavern was also probably visited by troops moving between New York and
Philadelphia.

Some believe it’s likely that General Washington himself appeared at the inn. The
proximity of Washington Rock, a lookout from which Washington observed enemy troops,
and the troop movement that likely occurred along what is today Route 22 during the Battle
of the Short Hills, suggest the general may have used the inn as a rest stop and possibly a

HISTORY WAS MADE HERE…For 260 years, the Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains
has been a gathering spot for political and social occasions and was visited by
prominent figures during the Revolutionary War. On display in front of the landmark
is a captured German cannon, given to Scotch Plains as a gift from the United States
government. To the right, not pictured, is a monument. Both honor contributions
made by the Scotch Plains community during World War I.

265 South Avenue • Fanwood • 908-889-0200

Di Francesco
Realty, Inc.

We Do More
Our Home Marketing System
can really help sell your home
at an accelerated pace.

• 102 Madison Ave., Fanwood – MULTIPLE OFFERS FIRST WEEK!
• 2283 Woodland Terr., Scotch Plains – SOLD IN ONE DAY!
• 183 King st., Fanwood – SOLD WITHIN TWO WEEKS!

Our friendly office offers the candidness and service of
a local Realtor with the strong backing of a national leader.

Call for a complimentary
marketing analysis.

Coming in the Millennium!  – New, affordable 4 Bedroom Colonial
homes from $269,900 located on a quiet cul-de-sac in Fanwood.

Stage House Inn Continues
Kind traveller come rest

your shins at this, the

peer of all the inns.

– Author Unknown

Stage House Inn entry hall in

Scotch Plains.
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communications post. (The battle actually took place in the hills south of Scotch Plains, not
in present-day Short Hills.)

In 1789, the same year as Washington was sworn in as the nation’s first President and
the French Revolution began, Recompense Stanbery, 3rd, was granted a tavern license for
the inn. It then became known as “Stanbery’s Corner,” “Stanbery’s Tavern” or the
“Swiftsure Stage House.”

Stanbery was an important figure in the community. He served in the local militia and
held political positions. In 1794, he participated in the formal secession of the Town of
Westfield, which then included Scotch Plains, from Elizabeth. Stanbery was made a
member of the Board of Freeholders and Tax Assessors of the new town. Mrs. Rawson
described the ensuing festivities in this way: “a great gala day was held at Stanbery’s
Tavern…to celebrate the formation of the new township, and rum went round and toasts
were drunk to the days ahead.”

The year 1824 marked the visit of the inn’s most famous confirmed guest, General
Marquis de Lafayette. The General was a friend of Captain William Piatt, a former Scotch
Plains resident and bodyguard to George Washington. When Lafayette toured the colonies
at the invitation of Congress, he tried to contact Piatt. Unfortunately, Piatt had been killed

in battle in 1792. The General dined at the Stage House with members of his late friend’s
family.

The railroad arrived in the county in 1831, bringing competition to the stagecoaches.
Swiftsure began reducing its rates to stay in business, but eventually its time passed.

The decline of the stage line, the building of a new public hall, and the temperance
movement all meant change for the inn. Around 1900, with taverns now less popular, the
inn became a summer resort hotel and restaurant. By the 1950s, it had become a hangout
for local teens.

In 1960, architect Charles Detwiller, Jr. started a movement to restore the inn, which was
in danger of being demolished and replaced by a gas station. Preserving as much of the
original structure as possible, Detwiller set out to restore the landmark’s warm Colonial
charm. By relocating several other historically significant local structures, Detwiller
created a Colonial enclave of small shops, known as the Stage House Village, with the Stage
House Inn restaurant as its centerpiece.

Owned for the past 24 years by John Ferrara, the Stage House Inn maintains an un-
ornamented beauty. By paying homage to a simpler time, the Inn offers a pause from 20th-
century living.

Acorn Early Learning Center
Address: 1171 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 322-4586
Age Category: 2½ through 6

The Christopher Academy
Address: 1390 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 322-4652
Age Category: 2½ through 5

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Address: 1340 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 889-5455
Age Category: 2 through 5

Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA Child Care Center
Address: Grand Street/Union Avenue
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 322-7600
Age Category: Infants - Pre-
Kindergarten

Local Nursery Schools
Jewish Community Center
of Central New Jersey
Address: 1391 Martine Avenue
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 889-8800
Age: 2 through kindergarten

L’Academy of Montessori
Address: 1577 East 2nd Street
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 322-2450
Age Category: 2½ to 6

Scotch Plains Baptist Christian
Nursery School
Address: 333 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 322-9187
Age Category: 2½ to 6

Willow Grove Pre-School
Address: 1961 Raritan Road
Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 232-7117
Age Category: 2½ to 4-plus

Theresa A. MitchellTheresa A. MitchellTheresa A. MitchellTheresa A. MitchellTheresa A. Mitchell

Individual & Business Tax and Accounting Services
QuickBooks Consulting

– Over 10 Years Experience –
Quality, Professional Service at Reasonable Prices

(908) 322-3213(908) 322-3213(908) 322-3213(908) 322-3213(908) 322-3213

Certified Public Accountant

Call Now! It’s not too early for year end tax planning and tax savings!!

beautiful things
1838 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

Discover
 beautiful things

contemporary crafts & unique gifts

 jewelry � glass � pottery � woods � cards � and more

Beautiful Things has been a favorite among the discriminating

shopper for over 26 years. Specializing in American contem-

porary crafts; the store represents over 400 craftsmen. High-

lighted among the handmade jewelry, pottery, glass & wood is

the unique metal work of its co-owner, Austin Goodwin. He &

his wife, Nelleda, pride themselves in bringing to their cus-

tomers personalized service & a comfortable atmosphere in

which to choose just the perfect “beautiful things.”

Sterling and rosewood candle snuffer
by E. Austin Goodwin

to Welcome Guests

COME TO THE VILLAGE…The Stage House Village in Scotch Plains includes the
historic Stage House Inn restaurant and several small shops. Together, the buildings
which make up the Village retain the charm of a bygone era and are a reminder to area
residents of their heritage.
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Seymour�s
 Antiques & Collectibles

1732 E. 2nd Street • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1300

For information about our estate and house sale services
 contact Seymour Stein at (908) 322-9529

• Early Iron Doorstops & Banks • Nodders
• Etchings & Ephemera • Pottery & Crocks
• Weather Vanes • Depression & Cut Glass
• Art Glass • Etchings • Jewlery & Stirling

• Pewter • Furnishings • Much More

By MICHELLE H.
LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for Our Towns

It was in the heat of
the summer in the late
19th century when
weary vacationers
sought relaxation from
the hubbub of New York
City at a summer guest
house/resort hotel
known then as The
Homestead.

Although that struc-
ture no longer exists,
the building long
known as the Carriage
House still remains on
the site.

Part of The Home-
stead property, the Car-
riage House, was re-
named earlier this year

as the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, and today the voices that echo throughout
are those of poets, actors, writers and artists celebrating the arts.

The building, which faces Watson Road and is located on the grounds of Borough Hall,
is a tribute to Fanwood history.

Even the foundation is strong, composed of brick and stone with board and batten siding.
There are sliding barn doors and double-hinged doors that mirror the mood created by the
Gothic Revival architecture inside the landmark building, notably the Italiante paneling.

The original property, including several auxiliary buildings, the Carriage House and a
chicken coop, were located on the section of Watson Road now occupied by the Fanwood
Rescue Squad Building. This building also served as a shelter for sheep and cows until the
early 1960s. A smoke house was also at the rear of the main house.

For several years, the Carriage House functioned as a barn for horses and a storage
building for carriages that transported travelers from the hotel to the train station.

Certain portions of the Carriage House building no longer exist, but the original
architecture remains unaltered.

Although there is no information available as to the identity of the original owners of the

main building, there is evidence indicating that the building was erected in 1750 and was
known as “The Russell House.” As many as 50 guests could be accommodated in the rear
wing of the building.

As time progressed, the structure became three stories high, with high ceilings, wide
floor boards and ornate fireplaces.

Due to the “Fanwood Cut,” which was the realignment of the train tracks in 1874-1875,
new patrons found their way to the carriage house in search of lodging.

Purchased in 1890 by the Boucher family, which was comprised of two maiden sisters
and a brother, the building was renamed “The Homestead.” A dining room was added for
entertainment of the guests and invited residents. Tennis courts and croquet areas were also
newly featured.

In 1931, with all three members of the Boucher family now deceased, the property was
purchased by the Slocum family. The new owners continued to alter and add on to the
structure.

As a result, a great portion of the Homestead building was destroyed, including the rear
wing and grand surrounding porches.

The Slocum family moved away in 1974,
after which the property — including the
home and Carriage House — was purchased
by the Borough of Fanwood.

Originally, the plan was to turn the house
into a new Borough Hall. But when it was
found “unsuitable” for this purpose, the
structure was demolished in 1978 and a
modern municipal complex was built.

To date, the original, tree-lined circular
driveway and the Carriage House remain on
the grounds.

During the Great Depression, a commu-
nity theater group, The Philathalians, began
performing dramatic productions in a former
bank in Fanwood, honing their acting skills
and preserving the arts.

However, in 1982, the Philathalians
planted their roots at the former Carriage
House and has been performing there for
audiences of 60 to 70 ever since.

That same love for theater will now con-
tinue into the next millennium, as The Philathalians continue to bring quality theater to

Cultural Arts Center Comes Alive With Plays,

CULTURAL EXPERIENCE…The Chi-
nese Music and Folk Dance Ensemble
was among the groups which performed
in a recent Multi-Cultural Festival at the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center
in Fanwood.

LOCAL LANDMARK...The Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, formerly known as the Carriage House, has become the
focal point of cultural activity in Fanwood.
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Dance and Poetry
the small stage on the carriage floor of the facility.

The Cultural Arts Center is also home to the Carriage House Poetry Reading Series, a
project which was established by Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly in March of this

year and funded in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Department of
State, through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Spearheaded by Mayor Connelly and
grant author and series Director Adele
Kenny, the poetry series has instituted a
unique forum for published poets and
lovers of prose. The former Carriage
House is once again a haven for those
who find relaxation in the beauty of
words and their meaning.

Ms. Kenny, a 25-year resident of
Fanwood and a community volunteer, has
authored 19 books and received several
awards and honors for her writings. She
currently serves as Director of the
borough’s Cultural Arts Committee.
On January 24, the Carriage House was

renamed in honor of the late Patricia M. Kuran, Fanwood’s first woman mayor, who strove
to preserve the historic building as portions of the structure were destroyed. Mrs. Kuran
died in 1996.

The poetry series, which is held the third Thursday of every other month, highlights the
poetry of top-notch writers.

Writers have also had an opportunity this year to sharpen their pencils and their skills
through a workshop program, which was provided by the Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee.

Several festivals and celebrations are also on tap.
The Cultural Arts Committee has announced a Holiday Festival which will be held on

Sunday, December 5. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated on Monday, February 14, while
Victorian Day is planned for Sunday, April 30. An Art Show and Season Finale will be held
on Friday, June 30.

“As we approach the end of this century and move forward into the new millennium, it
is my hope that Fanwood will become firmly established on New Jersey’s ‘cultural map’
and that the former Carriage House will become the site of quality arts events, with all the
pride of place in our community that it deserves,” Ms. Kenny stated.

THE TIMES
Since 1959 THE TIMES has been reaching the people, not the driveways, of

Scotch Plains and Fanwood. As the legal newspaper of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, we take our responsibility to the citizens of the community very

seriously.

To Subscribe Call

908•322-4155
Or stop by our downtown Scotch Plains office

1906 Bartle Avenue

of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Beloved Fanwood Oak Lives On
In Spirit as Part of Local History

More than 300 years old at the end of its life, the majestic Fanwood Oak had been a
seedling in the same era when Europeans first crossed the Atlantic in search of religious
freedom and prosperity in the American colonies.

During the tree’s long lifetime, Americans won independence from Great Britain,
journeyed westward to the Pacific, were divided by civil war, built cities and suburbs,
survived the Great Depression, fought for freedom in Europe, Asia and the Pacific, walked
on the moon and harnessed the power of satellite communication and the Internet.

The cherished oak eventually fell victim to disease and had to be cut down before it
toppled. Seeking to give the tree a fitting farewell beforehand, a special ceremony was held
on November 3, 1996, featuring a Native American ritual conducted by Chief Roy Crazy
Horse of the Powhatan Indian Tribe.

Although no longer physically present, the Fanwood Oak remains an indelible image in
the hearts and minds of borough residents, and a unique symbol of the community’s historic
heritage.

Village
Curtains

� Custom, Ready Made� Custom, Ready Made� Custom, Ready Made� Custom, Ready Made� Custom, Ready Made
             Window Treatments             Window Treatments             Window Treatments             Window Treatments             Window Treatments

509 Central Ave � Westfield509 Central Ave � Westfield509 Central Ave � Westfield509 Central Ave � Westfield509 Central Ave � Westfield

908-789-2555
– Free Parking –

Always Up To

75% off
mfg. retail on all

Pleated ShadesPleated ShadesPleated ShadesPleated ShadesPleated Shades
Cellular ShadesCellular ShadesCellular ShadesCellular ShadesCellular Shades

Wood & Mini BlindsWood & Mini BlindsWood & Mini BlindsWood & Mini BlindsWood & Mini Blinds
Roman ShadesRoman ShadesRoman ShadesRoman ShadesRoman Shades
Vertical BlindsVertical BlindsVertical BlindsVertical BlindsVertical Blinds

SilhouettesSilhouettesSilhouettesSilhouettesSilhouettes
LuminettesLuminettesLuminettesLuminettesLuminettes

Roller ShadesRoller ShadesRoller ShadesRoller ShadesRoller Shades
Buttons & Sewing NotionsButtons & Sewing NotionsButtons & Sewing NotionsButtons & Sewing NotionsButtons & Sewing Notions

F
R
E
E

Home Consultation
& Measurements

UPHOLSTERY NOW AVAILABLE

PLAY IT AGAIN…The Philathalians of
Fanwood, a Depression-era theater group which
has long made the former Carriage House its
home, presented the romantic comedy Play It
Again, Sam this past spring.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
            Public Schools

Brunner School continues to implement its prototype classroom that integrates
computer technology into daily class work. Using grant money obtained by fourth-
grade teacher Eloise Schundler, the classroom offers numerous computers, desks, a
laptop computer and large-image projector to create a near state-of-the art environ-
ment.

The school this year also will focus on the district’s new language arts curriculum
for all grades. The new curriculum will incorporate a thematic, unified approach that
will be carried through into several disciplines.

At Coles School this year, the new district-wide reading program will be introduced.
The school also has expanded its inter-grade grouping in science this year to grades 3,
4 and 5. In the program, students are rotated into one teacher’s classroom and the teacher
is able to become an expert in that area of science.

This will be the sixth year of a school program in which senior citizens serve as guest
readers twice a month. Another emphasis this year will be the expansion of the school’s
outdoor science area. In the wooded area, students will identify fauna and some natural
vegetation will be added.

COLES SCHOOL
Kevin Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 757-7555
Built: 1963
Most recent renovation: 1972
Two modular classrooms added: 1998
Enrollment*: 551
Principal: Carl M. Kumpf

BRUNNER SCHOOL
Westfield Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 889-2148
Web: http://member@home.net/brunner/
Built: 1961
Enrollment*: 466
Principal: Jeffrey Ross

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076

(908) 232-6161

Agenda setting meetings of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education are generally held on the second Thursday of each month,
and regular public meetings are usually held on the fourth Thursday
in the board’s Administrative Office at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. Sessions generally begin at 8 p.m.

Theresa Larkin
President

Dr. Donald E. Sheldon
Vice President

August Ruggiero
Jean McAllister
Richard R. Meade
Lance Porter
Thomas Russo
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr.
Jessica D. Simpson

Board of Education
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(908) 561-2500 • 1320 South Avenue • Netherwood Section in Plainfield • villagetravel@usa.com

New, Improved Location �
Same Great Service

To celebrate our brand new
location just west of

Here’s A
Sweet Deal!

1320 South Ave • At The Fanwood Border

Village Travel

Margie’s Cake Box

We will also be offering raffles and amazing
sales throughout the end of the year!

for a limited time we are offering
one of Margie�s seasonal pies or
cakes FREE with ANY purchase!

Margie�s
Cake Box,

EVERGREEN SCHOOL
Evergreen Avenue
Scotch Plains
(908) 889-5331
Built: 1951
Most recent renovation: 1960
Two modular classrooms added: 1998
Enrollment*: 392
Principal: Dr. Beverlee Kaminetzky

The Evergreen School Media Center continues to be a focus at the school. The
goal of the library/media program is to foster a love of reading and to promote
information literacy. June data revealed that the Evergreen children have read more
than 20,000 books — a result of the ongoing emphasis being placed on reading.

Several initiatives also will be implemented this year, including the district’s new
Language Arts program. The organization of lesson planning with the “4Mat
Learning Theory” is designed to help children succeed academically and the school
seeks a collaborative effort between families, students and parents. Each classroom
also will be connected to the Internet.

McGinn School staff and students will be focusing on the new Harcourt Brace
Reading/Language Arts program using a district scoring device to assess reading
comprehension and speaking ability. The school was scheduled to share information
on the new language arts program during a family education forum in mid-October.

This year, the school also will continue to build technology resources using district
and grant funds. The school is additionally expanding its concept of co-teaching in
the fourth grade only, where regular education and special education students are co-
taught in one classroom all day by a regular education and a special education
teacher.

The theory behind this program is that the different teaching/learning styles
benefit both the teachers and students. Another goal is for every child in grades 3
through 5 to use the Writing Process to publish two writing pieces using the computer
as their tool of communication.

WILLIAM J. McGINN SCHOOL
Roosevelt and Trenton Avenues
Scotch Plains
(908) 233-7950
Built: 1967
Enrollment*: 534
Principal: Mariana Cassidy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
* Enrollment figures as of September 16, 1999

Superintendent of Schools – Dr. Carol B. Choye, Ext. 40 or 14
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction – Dr. John Crews, Ext. 16

Administrative Assistant – Jeffrey LaPorta, Ext. 23
Director of Information Services – Donald Williams, Ext. 17

Personnel Specialist – Robert Raiford, Ext. 30
Director of Pupil Services – Eleanor Henry, (908) 889-0100

Community School/Continuing Ed. Coordinator – Cynthia S. Mendelson, Ext. 43
Public Information Coordinator – Kathleen L. Meyer, Ext. 42

Scotch Plains - Fanwood Public School
Administration and Phone Numbers

The whole art of teaching is only the art of awakening the
natural curiosity of young minds for the purpose of
satisfying it afterwards.

– Anatole France
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C.E.O. Suites, Inc.
Executive Suites & Private Offices

1812 Front Street • Scotch Plains

(908) 322-9529 (908) 322-9529 (908) 322-9529 (908) 322-9529 (908) 322-9529 � www.ceosuites.com www.ceosuites.com www.ceosuites.com www.ceosuites.com www.ceosuites.com
A high-tech business center suitable for Corporations, Professionals,

Sales Representatives, Start-Ups, and Temporary Offices.

• Private Offices
• Furnishings
• Telecommunication Lines
• Conference Facilities
• Secretarial Services
• Maintenance

• Courier & Mail Room Services
• Answering Service
• Word Processing
• Utilities Included
• Services Available 24/7
• T-1 Internet Service

 C.E.O. Corporate CenterSpac
e
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TERRILL MIDDLE SCHOOL
Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5215
Web: http://www.world2u.com/

terrill
Built: 1965
Enrollment*: 494
Principal: John C. Foulks
Assistant Principal: Jodi Frank

SCHOOL ONE
Willow Avenue
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7731
Built: 1972
Two modular classrooms

added: 1998
Enrollment*: 400
Principal: Jeffrey Grysko

One of the first tasks the high school community will tackle is to put a plan together
for renovations to the building. Teachers, students and parents will have the opportu-
nity to examine the present facility and make recommendations for improvements.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School also will be working toward getting its
accreditation renewed by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. Each
department is putting together action plans that will be reviewed by a visiting team of
educators in March of 2000.

This year, Terrill Middle School is extending its use of block scheduling to
seventh grade. Last year, the school introduced mini-block scheduling into
certain sixth grade subject areas so that the students could enjoy expanded
classes several times a week.

The school has also taken its former art room and turned it into a computer
room, with 26 Apple units that are Internet accessible. In addition, a mini-
computer room has been erected in the former drafting room that existed beside
the wood shop.

School One, which houses kindergarten through fifth grade and is the
home of the pre-kindergarten program for children with special needs
and the magnet school for self-contained special education classrooms,
is introducing some new curriculum elements this fall.

A new district-wide reading program will be integrated into language
arts and writing. Another curriculum goal is to focus on social studies
at each grade level, which will lead to a year-end analysis of the school’s
social studies program. The building also is expected to be hooked up to
the Internet by the end of the school year.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL

Westfield Road
Scotch Plains
(908) 889-8600
Web: spfhs.spf.k12.nj.us
Built: 1957
Most Recent Renovation: 1968
Enrollment*: 1,100
Principal: Dr. David L. Heisey
Assistant Principal of Curriculum:

Manuel A. Cancella
Assistant Principal of Pupil Manage-

ment: Ronald Upperman

PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL
Park Avenue
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-4445
Web: http://member@home.net/park/
Built: 1925
Most recent renovation: 1960
Enrollment*: 540
Principal: Rocco Collucci
Assistant Principal: Theresa Elias

Park Middle School is trying a modified block schedule in the sixth and seventh
grades this year so that the students can have a chance to use exploratory classes.
School staff will be watching how the block schedules work.

The sixth graders also will be using a new district-wide Language Arts program.
As a whole academically, school staff will be reviewing the results of standardized
tests and examining any weak areas that may need to be strengthened. In sports, Park
Middle School will no longer have joint teams with Terrill Middle School for boys’
and girls’ soccer and basketball. Each school will instead have separate teams for
both sports.

THE NEW JERSEY
WORKSHOP FOR THE ARTS

A nonprofit organization
established in 1972.

Kids ‘N’ Arts / Tots ‘N’ Arts • The Fencing Club • Drawing Workshop
Westfield Summer Workshop • Summer Orchestra & Summer Band

Westfield Art Gallery

www.westfieldnj.com/njwa • (908) 789-9696
150-152 East Broad Street • Westfield, New Jersey

Where Talent Develops and Creativity Thrives

The Music Studio
Lessons in all instruments & voice

Bands, Ensembles & Orchestras • All levels accommodated
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Scotch Plains DrugsScotch Plains DrugsScotch Plains DrugsScotch Plains DrugsScotch Plains Drugs
 And Surgical And Surgical And Surgical And Surgical And Surgical

WHERE OLD FASHIONED SERWHERE OLD FASHIONED SERWHERE OLD FASHIONED SERWHERE OLD FASHIONED SERWHERE OLD FASHIONED SERVICE IS STILL IN STVICE IS STILL IN STVICE IS STILL IN STVICE IS STILL IN STVICE IS STILL IN STYLEYLEYLEYLEYLE

Do you remember “the good old days”, before chain pharmacies,
when your pharmacist knew you and your family and was always
available to provide caring, personalized advice?

 In those days your pharmacist provided 24-hour emergency
prescription service, accepted almost any insurance plan, honored
seniors with a 10% discount, offered a full range of products
including health & beauty aids, cards, gifts, vitamins, Money Gram

& utility payment services as well as custom compounding and flavoring of your prescription.

At Scotch Plains Drugs the “good old days” are still here! Stop in and talk to Joe Chebli,
owner and pharmacist. He’ll make transferring your prescription easy and you’ll experience
service from the days when the prescription counter was in the front of the store!

1778 East Second Street • Scotch Plains • 908-490-0252

Monday to Friday 9am - 9pm • Saturdays 9am - 5pm • 24 hours, 7-days for emergencies

Union Catholic Enhances Curriculum
By Introducing Wireless Technology

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for Our Towns

Freshmen at Union Catholic
High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, are going wireless this
year.

By just sliding a card into their laptop computers, the 200 new freshmen can
immediately access the school’s network, which includes the Internet and e-mail,
along with printing capabilities. Students previously could access the school’s
network only by plugging into one of two computer hubs contained in each
classroom of the school.

In the third year of a program incorporating the use of laptop computers as a
regular part of the curriculum, the private, parochial school is introducing the
Lucent Waveland Wireless card that enables students to access their computers
without having to plug into hubs and tote along 14-foot cords.

Karen Piasecki, the new Director of Technology at Union Catholic High
School, said the school first tested the card before making it widely available to
students.

When teachers are walking around the classroom, talking and making
presentations, wires strung along the floors from the computers to the hubs can
be dangerous and awkward, Ms. Piasecki said. With the card, the need for the
wires is eliminated, she pointed out.

For the first time since Union Catholic High School embarked on its technol-
ogy program three years ago, the school has required all freshmen this year to
purchase their own Toshiba laptop, which includes the wireless card.

Each computer, which also includes an Encarta electronic encyclopedia, the
Microsoft Office 2000 software package, e-mail account and in-house school
loaner and repair program, costs $2,075. For those students and teachers who
already have a laptop, the card can be purchased separately for $285.

Union Catholic first began participating in the joint Microsoft and Toshiba
program, called “Anytime Anywhere Learning,” during the 1997 academic year.

When the program first began, only accelerated students were required to
purchase the Toshiba laptop computers, according to Ms. Piasecki. The second
year, accelerated, remedial and honors students were asked to purchase them, and
regular academic students had an option to buy the units.

Just under 500 of the 700 students attending the high school now have their
own computers, she said.

Now, Union Catholic positions itself as the “premier” Catholic high school
for the integration of technology into its curriculum.

It’s come a long way since the school first opened its doors 37 years ago as
Union Catholic Regional High School, welcoming 184 boys and 142 girls to
begin their studies in a two-story, partially completed building.

It remains a co-educational institution of 700 students, representing
numerous area communities, that blends traditions and customs into one
campus.

The high school has a history of providing education in the Catholic
tradition. Literature on the school points out that Union Catholic seeks to
create an environment that will nurture the maturation of the whole person
— spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically.

With a diverse student body, the school’s faculty strives to foster the special
talents of each individual, and to provide a program of studies and services
both relevant and meaningful to a student’s needs.

Tuition for the 1999-2000 school year is $5,556. There is a tuition
reduction of $500 for each student when two members of a family are
enrolled in the school and $1,000 for each student when three are
enrolled. There are also rebates for those who fully pay their tuitions by
certain dates.

Union Catholic is currently a member of the Mountain Valley Conference.
As a member, the following sports are offered during the fall season:

Varsity Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country; Junior Varsity and Varsity Boys’
and Girls’ Soccer; Varsity Girls’ Tennis and Varsity Girls’ Gymnastics.

Winter sports include Boys’ Freshman, Varsity and Junior Varsity Basket-
ball; Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls’ Basketball and Varsity Boys’ and Girls’
Bowling.

Spring sports offered are Freshman, Junior Varsity and Varsity Boys’
Baseball; Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls’ Softball; Varsity Boys’ Tennis;
Varsity Boys’ and Girls’ Golf; Varsity Boys’ and Girls’ Track and Junior
Varsity and Varsity Girls’ Volleyball.

For further information about the school, please call Anne Wischusen,
Director of Institutional Development, at (908) 889-9475, or view the
school’s Web site at www.unioncatholic.org.

Union Catholic High School
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Local Government
               at a Glance

TOWNSHIP REPRESENTATIVES…Current members of the Scotch Plains govern-
ing body include Mayor Geri M. Samuel, seated, and Township Council members,
standing left to right, William F. McClintock, Jr., Martin L. Marks, Lorraine
Donatelli and Deputy Mayor Tarquin Jay Bromley. The Mayor is appointed annually
by the council from among its members.

MAYOR
Geri M. Samuel

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
Tarquin Jay Bromley, Deputy Mayor

Martin L. Marks William F. McClintock, Jr.
Lorraine Donatelli

MUNICIP AL DEPARTMENT HEADS
Thomas E. Atkins Michael A. Ross Andrew M. Baron

Administrator Tax Assessor Township Attorney

Robert LaCosta Barbara Riepe Kathleen W. Silber
Building Inspector Township Clerk Tax Collector

Robert LaCosta Yvonne Rude Donald Wormley
Construction Official Court Administrator Emergency Management

Dennis Harrington William Polidore Jonathan P. Ellis
Principal Engineer Municipal Treasurer Fire Chief

Anthony Deige Norbert Bernstein Joseph Perfilio
Health Officer Library Director Municipal Court Judge

Thomas F. O’Brien Kenneth Lipstein
Police Chief Prosecutor

Walter DiNizo Laura Sanson Botto
Public Works Director Recreation Director

Robert Speth Dr. Carol B. Choye Maria Santo
Rescue Squad President Superintendent of Schools Welfare Director

James Rau
Traffic and Safety
Bureau Supervisor

Scotch Plains

256 East Broad Street
Westfield

(908) 233-9424

THE FULL CULINARY RESOURCE CENTER

Visit
 The Kitchen Expo

Fine Kitchen
Cabinetry

Kitchen Shoppe
Cooking School
161 E. Broad St.

Westfield
908-232-5445

David P. Martone, CCP • Sheila Turteltaub, CCP

Wüsthof Trident of America • Kaiser Baking Equipment
Emile Henry • Kuhn Rikon • All-Clad Cookware

Cuisinart  • Scanpan

KITCHEN SHOPPE

Viking Stove Showroom
Sub-Zero Refrigerator Dealer

Giftware • Gadgets • Table Top Accessories

COOKING SCHOOL

“Chef for A Day” Kids’ Cooking Birthday Parties
Adult Cooking Parties • Classes & Demonstrations

FULL SERVICE CATERING

GIFT  CERTIFICATES
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Scotch Plains Municipal Boards
PLANNING BOARD

George Tomkin, Chairman Fred Webb, Vice Chairman
Robert LaCosta Maria Sartor
Alice Agran Pamela Boright
Joseph Doyle Geri M. Samuel, Mayor
Tarquin Jay Bromley, Council Rep.  Lawrence A. Woodruff, Bd. Attorney
Barbara Horev, Secretary to the Board Phillip Wiener, First Alternate

Nancy Malool, Second Alternate

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Gail Iammatteo, Chairwoman Thomas Barth, Vice Chairman
Ken Anderson Paulette Coronato
Timothy Livolsi Maura Berger
Thomas Perrucci Frank Rossi, First Alternate
James Fawcett, Second Alternate Anthony D. Rinaldo, Jr., Board Attorney

Linda Lies, Secretary to the Board

ENVIRONMENT AL COMMISSION
Paul Paparella, Chairman Marcia Anderson
Joanne Ryan Robert Kohn
Gene Leporiere Pamela Boright, Planning Board Representative
Martin L. Marks, Council Liaison Cathy A. Budzinski, Secretary

HEAL TH ADVISOR Y BOARD
Linda Bettica Dr. James Checchio
Michael Walko Dr. Robert Apuzzio
Carolyn Seracka Dr. Paul Schackman
Ruth Sanford Dr. Martin L. Marks, Council Liaison

Anthony Deige, Health Officer

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION
James Fawcett, Chairman Richard Bousquet
Betty Lindner Marie Leppert
Stacy Spies John Klock
Gene McManus Judy Terry, Secretary
Vincent DeLisi, Alternate Tarquin Jay Bromley, Council Liaison

LIBRAR Y BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Carl Kumpf, President Marc Friedenberg
Ruth Sanford Joseph Duff
Carl Kumpf, Bd. of Ed. Liaison William F. McClintock, Jr., Council Liaison

Norbert Bernstein, Library Director

LOCAL ASSISTANCE BOARD
Maria Santo, Chairwoman Thomas Green
Lorraine Gicas Tarquin Jay Bromley, Council Liaison

LOCAL ETHICS REVIEW BOARD
John Appezzato, Chairman Ethel Barth
Philip Shick John Kovalcik
Betty Paradise Connie Klock

RECREATION COMMISSION
Ed Zazzali, Chairman William Degnan, Vice-Chairman
Patricia Hambleton Dianne Ledder
Donald Patterson James Walsh
Lynn Barattucci Laura Sanson Botto, Director of Dept. of

Parks and Recreation
Geri M. Samuel, Governing Body Liaison

SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISOR Y COMMITTEE
Esther Iarussi, Co-Chairwoman Laura Negele, Co-Chairwoman
Peggy Hoff Paul Montalbano
Olga Bruce Joe Duff
Thomas Denitzio, Sr. Camille DiBella
Debra Littman Jeanne Butler
Claire E. Minnis Laura Swidersky, Secretary

Geri M. Samuel, Governing Body Liaison

Scotch Plains Municipal Building
Main Telephone: (908) 322-6700

Thanks A Million... Thanks A Million... Thanks A Million... Thanks A Million... Thanks A Million... Again!Again!Again!Again!Again!

“W“W“W“W“W armest appreciationarmest appreciationarmest appreciationarmest appreciationarmest appreciation
to mto mto mto mto m y many many many many man y Scotcy Scotcy Scotcy Scotcy Scotc h Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
and Fand Fand Fand Fand Fanwanwanwanwanwood customerood customerood customerood customerood customer sssss
fffffor making it anotheror making it anotheror making it anotheror making it anotheror making it another
aaaaawarwarwarwarward-winning yd-winning yd-winning yd-winning yd-winning y earearearearear.....

It is alIt is alIt is alIt is alIt is al wawawawaways a pleasureys a pleasureys a pleasureys a pleasureys a pleasure
serserserserser ving yving yving yving yving y ou.ou.ou.ou.ou.”””””

Jim Fawcett
Realtor/Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club

Weichert Realtors
185 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ   07090

Office: 908-654-7777
Evenings: 908-889-8531

gcjfawcett@worldnet.att.net

“We Sell More

  Because We Do More.”
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Fanwood Government
                      At a Glance

MAYOR
Maryanne S. Connelly

BOROUGH COUNCIL
William E. Populus, Jr., Council President

Louis C. Jung Stuart S. Kline
Katherine Mitchell Karen M. Schurtz

Joel Whitaker
MUNICIP AL DEPARTMENT HEADS

Eleanor McGovern Donald Sherman Dennis Estis
Administrator/Borough Clerk Tax Assessor Borough Attorney

Bruce Helmstetter Colleen Huehn Maryanne Corcoran
Building Inspector Tax Collector Court Administrator

Bruce Helmstetter Robert Carboy Eleanor McGovern
Construction Official Emergency Management Public Agent

Richard Marsden Barbara A. Brennan John Piccola
Engineer Treasurer/CFO Fire Chief

Eugene Bellamy Thomas Scalera Daniel Weiss
Deputy Fire Chief Fire Official Library Director

Susan M. MacMullen Robert Carboy Michael J. Mitzner
Municipal Court Judge Police Chief Prosecutor

John DeMassi Raymond Manfra Kevin Ewing
Public Defender Public Works Director Recreation Director

Raymond Manfra John Oatis Dr. Carol B. Choye
Recycling Coordinator Rescue Squad PresidentSchool Superintendent

Maria Santo Nancy Koederitz
Welfare Director Zoning Officer

BOROUGH REPRESENTATIVES...Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, center, is
surrounded by fellow members of Fanwood’s governing body. Pictured, left to
right, are: Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
Councilman Stuart S. Kline, Councilman Joel Whitaker, Councilman Louis C.
Jung and Council President William E. Populus, Jr.

Fanwood
Factoids

• A miniature golf course once oc-
cupied the site of the current
A & P food supermarket.

• As early as 1882 the Central Rail-
road of New Jersey built the streets
of Farley Avenue, Hunter Avenue
and Russell Road. Home building
didn’t begin there until 40 years
later in the 1920s.

• There was once a taxi service in
Fanwood.

• The first sanitary sewer system
was installed in Fanwood in 1927
in cooperation with the City of
Plainfield.

• The Maple Tree Inn on the corner
of Terrill Road and South Av-
enue, now the site of the Exxon
gasoline station, was once the so-
cial and political gathering place
for Fanwoodians.

• The bell in the Presbyterian
Church tower was once the alarm
signal for the Fanwood Fire Com-
pany.

An advertisement for the sale of
homes, farms and acreage in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains on July 12, 1919 by
the estate of Warren Ackerman. The
auction consisted of about 80 parcels of
land and included the area of Feltville,
today known as Glenside Park. Re-
printed courtesy of the Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
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Spend-A-Day, Enrich A Life
As a licensed, medical day program, the SAGE
Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health Center

provides access to medical care and speech,
physical and occupational therapies for our clients.

These services – in combination with our extensive
social and recreational programs – make SAGE Spend-A-

Day an affordable, enriching solution to in-home and nursing home
care concerns. Come Spend-A-Day with us and see why.

For more information, please call 908-464-8217

SAGE Spend-A-Day Adult Day Health Center
550 Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

SAGE Solutions include:
Adult Day Health Center ................... 908-464-8217
Companion Service ........................... 908-273-8401
Home Health Care ............................. 908-273-8400
“InfoCare” ......................................... 908-273-4598
Meals-On-Wheels ............................. 908-273-5554
P.R.E.P. Support Groups ................... 908-273-4598
Resale Shop . ..................................... 908-273-5564
SAGE Workshop ............................... 908-273-5550
Shopping Service .............................. 908-273-5554

PLANNING BOARD
Gregory Cummings, Chairman Jack Molenaar, Vice Chairman
Maryanne S. Connelly, Mayor Joel Whitaker, Council Representative
Nancy Koederitz John Celardo
Edward Sargent Cynthia Swindlehurst
Brenda Steinberg Matthew Glennon, First Alternate
Salvatore Fazzino, Second Alternate Robert J. Mega, Attorney

Ruth Page, Secretary

ENVIRONMENT AL COMMISSION
Dean Talcott, Chairman Joel Whitaker, Council Liaison
Wilma Mende Linda Muller
Judith Nadolny Peter Vanderheyden

David Wendel

BOARD OF HEAL TH
Charles Gottlick, Chairman Stuart S. Kline, Council Liaison
Patricia Lindsey Carol McGonigle
Frank Borger Patricia Nering
Linda Talcott Daniel P. Valentino, 3rd

Colleen Huehn, Secretary

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Linda Sargent, Chairwoman Karen M. Schurtz, Council Liaison
Kevin Mason Joseph Nagy
Edward Groskinsky Nancy O’ Connor
Dolores O’Brien Cynthia Swindlehurst, Planning Bd. Rep.
Wilfred Coronato, First Alternate Veronica Buob, Second Alternate

Fanwood
Municipal Boards

RECREATION COMMISSION
Fred Leahy, Chairman Katherine Mitchell, Council Liaison
Linda Caminiti Laurie Feinberg
Pamela Sayles George Speer
Russell Wells David Trumpp, First Alternate
Kevin Ewing, Exec. Dir. of RecreationPatricia Plante, Second Alternate

Scott Brelinsky, Assistant Director

SHADE TREE COMMISSION
Steve Falco, Chairman Karen M. Schurtz, Council Liaison
Bud Colombo Betty Lafayette
Joanne Muoio Earl Phillips

LIBRAR Y BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Steven Clark, President Stuart S. Kline, Council Liaison
Linda Bykowski Margaret Ferreiro
Linda Suarez Bruce H. Walsh

LOCAL ASSISTANCE BOARD
Mary Kelley Marie Davis
Stuart S. Kline, Council Liaison Maria Santo, Director

ASSESSMENT COMMISSION
Joseph Nagy George Weiss

Edward Winsor

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

©1997 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

KIMBERLEY  A. HALEY

MAKING  REAL  ESTATE REAL EASY
Member NJAR Million Dollar Club - Gold Level 1998

International President’s Elite

Member of the 1998 New Jersey Association of Realtors Million Dollar Club, Gold Level
Member of Coldwell Banker’s International President’s Elite

   Whether buying your first home,
selling the family home or anything
in between, Kim works hard to ensure
that the experience is trouble-free and
easy.

   Kim will settle for the best and
nothing less; that’s why she and her
husband Drew, who works at your
local Merril Lynch office, chose this
area to raise their family. That’s also
why she works hard for each and

every one of her clients. Call Kim for all your Real Estate needs.

Kim Haley
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Coldwell Banker’s #1 Sales Office
Nationwide for 1998

WESTFIELD
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

MARILYN KELLY  ANN ALLEN  ELVIRA ARDREY JOHN ASLANIAN  REVA BERGER, GRI  TOM BIANCO, GRI
Managing Broker NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

#1 Manager Nationwide Silver Level Silver Level Gold Level Silver Level
#1 Office Nationwide–Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle International President’s Circle International President’s Elite International President's Circle

NANCY BREGMAN  EILEEN BURLINSON  KARLEEN BURNS  SALL Y CALDER BARBARA CALLAHAN  CARLA CAPUANO
NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

BronzeLevel Bronze Level Gold Level Silver Level Silver Level Bronze Level
Multi-Million Dollar Club President’s Club International President’s Elite International President’s Circle International President’s Elite President’s Club

ANN CASTALDO  SUE CHECCHIO HYE-YOUNG CHOI JACKIE CONOVER  ARLEEN DaPRILE ROSANNE DeLORENZO
Sales Associate NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Silver Level  Gold Level Bronze Level Bronze Level
#1 Realtor – Westfield Office & Area President’s Club Multi-Million Dollar Club

JOHN DeMARCO, CRS DENNIS DEVINE BOB DEVLIN JUDITH FARALDO  PAT GLAYDURA  KAY GRAGNANO
NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Silver Level Bronze Level Silver Level Silver Level Gold Level
International President’s Elite Multi-Million Dollar Club International President’s Circle International President’s Elite International President’s Elite

KIM HALEY BEVERLY HEALEY VASY HONECKER SONIA KASSINGER  ANNE KELLY  JUDITH KOEPPEL
NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Gold Level Bronze Level  Silver Level  Bronze Level
International President’s Elite Multi-Million Dollar Club International President’s Circle President’s Club
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VALERIE LYNCH CAROL LYONS  MARGARET MAGUIRE ,CRS,ABR  FATEN MAHRAN, GRI MARY McENERNEY, CRS, GRI DARIO MUSCARITOLO
NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million DOllar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Silver Level Silver Level  Gold Level Bronze Level  Gold Level Bronze Level
President’s Club International President’s Circle International President’s Elite Multi-Million Dollar Club International President’s Elite Multi-Million Dollar Club

LUCILL E ROLL MARY ROVITO CAROL SCHIRM KATHY SHEA THOMAS D. SHEA DUNCAN SMYTHE
NJAR Million Dollar Clu NJAR Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Gold Level  Bronze Level Silver Level Bronze Level Bronze Level
International President’s Elite Multi-Million Dollar Club International President’s Circle Multi-Million Dollar Club Multi-Million Dollar Club

ANTHONY NUZZO, GRI JOHN PAPA LINDA PARSONS DIANE PELLINO DONNA PERCH FRAN PERLA
NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Bronze Level Bronze Club Bronze Level Bronze Level Silver Level Bronze Level
Multi-Million Dollar Club President’s Club President’s Club President’s Club International President’s Circle Multi-Million Dollar Club

STACY KOSTAS GLORIA KRAFT JOAN KYLISH  MAUREEN LaCOSTA ADAH LEVIN  BETTY LYNCH
Multi-Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Silver Level Silver Level Gold Level
International President’s Circle International President’s Circle International President’s Elite

Please Call Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!

MADELINE SOLLACCIO  VICTORIA STRASSBERG RUTH TATE JANICE TITTEL REGINA VIETRO TRACY WILDE
NJAR Million Dollar Club Sales Associate NJAR Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club

Bronze Level Gold Level Silver Level Bronze Level
Multi-Million Dollar Club International President’s Elite-Elite Core International President’s Circle

Coldwell Banker’s #1 Sales Office in the Area
 for the 14th Straight Year!

JOHN CLARK WILEY  JEANNA WHITNEY BARBAR A WYCISKALA  VIVIAN YOUNG ALICIA ZURLO
Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar Club Million Dollar Club NJAR Million Dollar CLub

Bronze Level Silver Level
 President’s Club International President’s Cicle
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215 North Avenue, West • Westfield • (908) 232-5664

Scotch Plains Baptist Church

Christian Nursery School
Year-Round Extended Care • Flexible Schedules

908•322•9187

“A Historic Past, A Future of Hope”

Offering Christian worship,
fellowship, education and

ministry to the local community
~ Founded August 5, 1747 ~

Sunday Services: 8:15 Contemporary Worship • 9:30 Sunday School • 11:00 Traditional Worship

908-322-5487

SPBPA Remains the Heart and Soul of
Founded just over five years ago, the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Associa-

tion (SPBPA) remains a vital force in shaping and strengthening the township’s business
community.

The organization was launched in 1994 by Ray Pardon, the owner of Nuts N’ Plenty, who
began this volunteer effort with just a hand-
ful of fellow business people in the town-
ship.

Mr. Pardon has been the first and only
President of the association, which was
formally established as a non-profit organi-
zation in 1995. Today, the SPBPA is ap-
proximately 200 members strong, and is
governed by an 11-member board of direc-
tors and several committees.

The organization’s mission is a multi-
faceted one. One of its primary roles is
providing support and encouragement to
local business and professional people, as
well as representing their opinions and
ideas on downtown issues.

In addition, the SPBPA works coopera-
tively with municipal officials and other
area organizations for the benefit of the
entire community; offers networking op-
portunities and low cost promotions for its
members, and raises money through dues,
contributions and special events to be rein-
vested back into the township.

A key feature of the SPBPA is its monthly
newsletter — distributed to all members
along with many non-members and town-
ship officials – to keep the public informed
of events within the community.

According to Mr. Pardon, the newsletter
is used by municipal departments, school and community organizations to relay messages
to residents. In addition, the SPBPA submits press releases to local newspapers to keep the
community further informed of activities organized by the association and the township.

The association has, since its inception, sponsored various special events to help promote
the business district and the overall community. Many of them have already become

favorite traditions during the year that are eagerly anticipated by much of the community.
In autumn of 1994, the SPBPA revived the annual Halloween Window Painting Contest

after an absence of more than two decades. Since its return, more than 100 middle school
students have participated each year in this seasonal activity.

The organization has also helped expand
another fall tradition in the township — the
annual Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest cel-
ebration — in partnership with the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission.

A festive blend of activities for all ages,
the event includes sidewalk sales and enter-
tainment for adults and children alike. The
SPBPA also donates approximately $400
worth of T-shirts each year, which are given
as souvenirs to participants in the USATF
Certified 5-mile road race through the town-
ship.

As a further contribution, the association
also pays for flyers, banners and other
promotional materials for the event.

Members of the organization have also
given the holiday season a boost, with
SPBPA volunteers dressing as Santa, Mrs.
Claus and elves for the township’s annual
yule celebrations.

During the past several years, the asso-
ciation has also sponsored hay rides on the
day of the township’s annual Christmas
Tree Lighting, and organized a tree deco-
rating contest for local scout troops and a
store window display contest judged by
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School DECA, an association of mar-
keting students.

The SPBPA likewise has helped enhance the township’s annual Easter Egg Hunt with
egg decorating activities, games and prizes, in cooperation with the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department and the Junior Woman’s Club. In addition, the organization
designs and pays for the flyers to publicize the spring event.

One of the most popular events in the township today is the SPBPA’s Classic Car Show,
begun in 1995, which typically attracts between 6,000 and 8,000 people. It is organized
in conjunction with the Scotch Plains-based Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, which holds
a craft fair on the same date.

The car show benefits the association’s Beautification Program for the township, as
well as its Scholarship Fund. The SPBPA’s beautification endeavors have included
paying for the installation of 65 flower planters in the downtown in 1996, which
association members maintain with new flowers every spring and fall, at a cost of about
$2,000.

A scholarship fund begun last year for high school students is supported with proceeds
from the car show, as well as the SPBPA’s annual dinner.

The association additionally organizes the New Jersey Farmers Market, which is held
each Saturday during the summer in Scotch Plains Towne Centre, and picks up the tab
for permits, insurance and publicity.

In 1997, the SPBPA teamed up with the high school DECA chapter to create a unique
Town Directory, which contained a listing of local businesses and organizations,
municipal and school officials, recreation information, a brief history of the township
and other useful information.

The SPBPA supports the annual Mayor’s Gala by purchasing two tables at the event
for its members, plus an advertisement in the dinner booklet. Each year, the Mayor’s Gala
honors local individuals and organizations whose volunteer efforts in the community
have been deemed particularly meritorious.

Over the past several years, the association has contributed money to various local

CLASSIC CARS…Winners in the fifth annual Classic Car Show sponsored in June by the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association are called up to receive their
trophies. The popular event also included activities such as a dunk tank and petting zoo,
along with a Craft Fair presented by the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation.
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the Scotch Plains Business Community
organizations, among them the Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation, DECA and the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

In addition, local businesses have donated tens of thousands of dollars worth of
products and services annually to area churches and synagogues, schools and other non-
profit organizations for various fundraising activities in the community.

Between 1996 and 1997, individual business owners and professionals in the township
donated more than $2,000 towards the purchase of holiday decorations for the Scotch
Plains Village Green.

Besides financial contributions, members of the association have also given hundreds

of hours of time during the past five years to various local committees and other
organizations, working to help the downtown make a prosperous transition into the 21st
century.

These groups include the Downtown Business Alliance, the Downtown Task Force, the
Scotch Plains Day Committee, the Downtown Development Committee, the Holiday
Decorating Committee, the Clean Communities Committee and the Memorial Day
Parade Committee.

Mr. Pardon has
stated that the
association’s ef-
forts to create a
more vibrant and
informed business
community has
contributed, in
part, to what he de-
scribed as “a num-
ber of positive
trends within the
business district.”

These trends, ac-
cording to Mr. Par-
don, include a
fairly low vacancy
rate in the town-
ship; improve-
ments made by
landlords to build-
ing facades, and
other enhancement
projects currently
in the works. In ad-
dition, the SPBPA President has observed that a number of businesses have relocated to
Scotch Plains.

Any business owner or professional person interested in becoming a member of the
SPBPA may call Mr. Pardon at (908) 322-7388. Individuals may also learn more about
the association by visiting www.visitscotchplains.com on the Internet.

The annual membership fee is $40, although members may contribute more during the
year toward special events or promotional activities.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS…Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association “elf
volunteers” welcome visitors to the township’s 1998 holiday celebration. Pictured, left to
right, are: Gerry Vadas, Debbie DiGuiseppe, Vi Brown, “Santa” Steve Goldberg, Joe
Donnatelli, Nancy Woodward and Steve Hoeckele (kneeling).

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS…Each year, the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association awards scholarships to deserving high
school students. Recipients for 1999, pictured left to right, are: Latasha
Nehemiah, Robert Leichner, Scott Patterson and Adena Plesmid.
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Fine Home & Garden FurnishingsFine Home & Garden FurnishingsFine Home & Garden FurnishingsFine Home & Garden FurnishingsFine Home & Garden Furnishings
YYYYYou no longer have to visit SoHo, Bucks County orou no longer have to visit SoHo, Bucks County orou no longer have to visit SoHo, Bucks County orou no longer have to visit SoHo, Bucks County orou no longer have to visit SoHo, Bucks County or

the English Countryside.  Wthe English Countryside.  Wthe English Countryside.  Wthe English Countryside.  Wthe English Countryside.  Well, maybe the English Countryside.....ell, maybe the English Countryside.....ell, maybe the English Countryside.....ell, maybe the English Countryside.....ell, maybe the English Countryside.....

375 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains 908.322.5535

Open Monday - Saturday 10 am to 7 pm, Sunday Noon to 5 pm

www.richardrobertsltd.com

A Directory of Your State,
County and Federal

Representatives
GOVERNOR

CHRISTINE  TODD  WHITMAN
State House, CN-001, 125 State

Street, PO Box 001, Trenton, 08265-
0001, (609) 292-6000

Electronic Mail may be sent through
the web site www.state.nj.us/governor

UNITED  STATES  CONGRESS
United States Senator Robert G.

Torricelli, (D), 1 Riverfront Plaza, New-
ark, 07102-5297, (973) 639-2860; Fax:
(973) 639-2878.

United States Senator Frank R.
Lautenberg, (D), 1 Newark Center,
14th Fl., Newark, 07102-5257, (973)
645-3030; Fax: (973) 645-0502.

United States Congressman Bob
Franks, (R), Suite No. B8, 2333 Morris
Avenue, Union, 07083, (908) 686-5576;
Fax: (908) 688-7390. E-Mail:
franknj@hr.house.gov.

NEW  JERSEY LEGISLATURE
FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS

 (22nd District)
State Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco,

(R), 1816 East Front Street, Scotch
Plains, 07076, (908) 322-5500; Fax:
(908) 322-9347.

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger,
(R), 203 Elm Street, Westfield, 07090,
(908) 232-3673; Fax: (908) 232-3345.

Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine,
(R), Suite No. 109, 219 South Street,
New Providence, 07974, (908) 665-
7777; Fax: (908) 665-0903.

BOARD OF
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Chairman, Nicholas P. Scutari, (D)
(908) 527-4109
nscutari@unioncountynj.org.

Vice Chairman,  Daniel  P. Sullivan, (D)
(908)527-4112
dsullivan@unioncountynj.org.

Donald Goncalves, (D)
(908) 527-4111
dgoncalves@unioncountynj.org.

Chester Holmes, (D)
(908) 527-4114
cholmes@unioncountynj.org.

Lewis Mingo, Jr., (D)
(908) 527-4110
lmingo@unioncountynj.org.
Alexander Mirabella, (D)
(908) 527-4117
amirabella@unioncountynj.org.

Mary P. Ruotolo, (D)
 (908) 527-4113
mruotolo@unioncountynj.org.

Deborah P. Scanlon, (D)
(908) 527-4115
dscanlon@unioncountynj.org.

Linda d. Stender, (D)
(908) 527-4116
lstender@unioncountynj.org.

(Please note: All Freeholders may be Faxed
at (908) 289-4143. Their mailing address
is: Union County Administration Build-
ing, Elizabeth Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ 07207.)

COUNTY CLERK
Joanne Rajoppi, (D), Old Court-

house, First Fl., 2 Broad Street, P.O.
Box 6099, Elizabeth 07207; (908) 527-
4998; Fax: 558-2589.

E-Mail:  jrajoppi@ unioncountynj.org.
Internet: ww.unioncountynj.org/

constit/clerk.

ACTING SURROGATE
Mary M. Trowbridge, (D), Old Court-

house, Second Fl., 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth 07207, (908) 527-4280; Fax: (908)
351-9212.

CLERK  OF  THE  BOARD
M. Elizabeth Genievich, (908) 527-

4140.

COUNTY  MANAGER
Michael J. Lapolla, (908) 527-4200.

COUNTY  COUNSEL
Carol I. Cohen, (908) 527-4250.

DEPUTY  COUNTY  MANAGER
George W. Devanney, (908) 527-4202.

SHERIFF
Ralph G. Froehlich, (D), Old Court-

house, Fifth Floor Tower, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, 07207, (908) 527-4450; Fax:
(908) 527-4456 or (908) 289-4884.

WARM WELCOME... Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School cheerleaders surround
Governor Christine Todd Whitman in front of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building
during her visit to the township as part of her second gubernatorial campaign in
September of 1997. The governor received a “Raiders” sweatshirt as a souvenir.
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The Union County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS) offers a diverse range of
educational opportunities for high school and adult students at its campus at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Launched in 1965 as the Union County Technical Institute, UCVTS provides technical
training, career guidance and the opportunity for students to earn college credit while still
in high school. It also offers school-to-work opportunities and job placement among its
myriad services.

Full-time, part-time and evening courses are available in many disciplines. High school
students divide their day between academic subjects studied at their hometown schools and
vocational-technical programs at UCVTS.

Adult tuition participants may also attend day programs, as well as Adult Education
Division courses during the evening.

Skills training is available in such areas as automotive technology, culinary arts, baking,
child care and development, computers, cosmetology, graphic communications, home
repair, horticulture, locksmithing, masonry, machine technology, plumbing, water treat-
ment operations and welding.

Various New Jersey State licensing preparation courses are also available at UCVTS. In
addition, Citizen Preparation programs and English for the foreign-born courses are
offered free of charge.

The Adult High School program, which opened in 1995, operates on a year-round basis
and accepts students without charge on a first come, first-served basis.

Offered as an incentive for high school dropouts to earn their secondary school diploma,
the program is designed for adults and provides a curriculum designed to meet their needs.

Three regular semesters and a Summer Intersession program are available, and past
earned credit is awarded for both academic achievement and life experience.

Another feature of UCVTS is the Maternal Support program for teenage mothers seeking
to complete their education. Participants attend school full time, while their children are
cared for on-site by qualified care givers.

The Union County Magnet High School for Science, Mathematics and Technology,
which debuted two years ago, is another facet of UCVTS. Students from all Union County
school districts are eligible to be accepted into the program.

Students enrolled at the Magnet High School are prepared for entry into baccalaureate
degree programs through a rigorous academic curriculum, with a special emphasis in
mathematics and science.

Via a partnership with Union County College, students also have an opportunity to earn

Union County Vocational-Technical Schools
up to one year of
college credit prior
to graduation from
the high school.

Traditional high
school activities are
offered as well, such
as school dances,
the election of class
officers, a school
newspaper, a multi-
cultural club and a
mathematics com-
petition team.

A focal point of
the Magnet High
School is a 38-sta-
tion, multi-media,
high-tech class-
room featuring
full audio, video
and data network
interactive capa-
bilities.

UCVTS is gov-
erned by a five-member Board of Education appointed by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Charles S. Mancuso serves as Board President, with Jane Lorber as
Vice President.

Other board members include Gail Iammatteo, Robert H. Schmidt and Union County
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Frances Lobman. Dr. Thomas J. Bistocchi is the Superin-
tendent of Schools for UCVTS.

Interested individuals may call (908) 889-2999 for information on Day Session or
Maternal Support programs; (908) 889-2914 for the Evening School classes; John Crowley
at (908) 889-2904 for the Adult High School and Corinne Wnek at (908) 889-3800,
Extension No. 201.

383 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains
(908) 322-4700

Vi Brown
Here to Serve YOU!

...dynamic energy, hard
work for the community,
customers and clients
with a reputation for
integrity and a record of
results...

19 years of Serving the community... and counting!

Please come visit us in our new
Park Avenue office

Member: Million Dollar Club • Scotch Plains Business & Professionals Association

Union County Vocational-Technical Schools
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Serving
The Community
For More Than

250 Years

� Directory to Houses of Worship �
ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-8047
Reverend Thomas Laws

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
539 Trinity Place, Westfield

(908) 232-4250
Reverend Kevin Clark

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1781 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 889-5556
Bishop Linden Slaugh

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Deer Path & Meeting House Lane,

Mountainside
(908) 232-9490

Reverend Christopher R. Belden

CONGREGATION ARI YEHUDA
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(732) 541-4849
(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
1920 Cliffwood Street, Scotch Plains

(908) 889-1830
Rabbi George Nudell

ECHO LAKE CHURCH OF CHRIST
419 Springfield Avenue, Westfield

(908) 233-4946
Jeff Harris

EVANGEL CHURCH
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-9300
Reverend Kevin M. Brennan

FANWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Martine Avenue & La Grande Avenue,

Fanwood
(908) 889-8891

Reverend Robert T. Snell

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
170 Elm Street, Westfield

(908) 233-2278
Dr. Robert L. Harvey

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
257 Midway Avenue, Fanwood

(908) 322-8461

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
422 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 233-5029

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2494

Dr. Christopher Atwood, Senior Minister
Reverend Pamela Gilchrist

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-9222
Reverend Sam Chong

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 233-4211
Reverend David F. Harwood

GRACE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1100 Boulevard, Westfield

(908) 233-3938 or (908) 232-4403
Reverend Stanford M. Sutton, Jr.

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
250 Gallows Hill Road, Westfield

(908) 233-8533
Reverend Dimitrios Antokas

HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Westfield Avenue & First Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8137
Reverend Joseph Masielio

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY RC CHURCH
1571 South Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 889-2100
Reverend John F. Kennedy

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
823 Jerusalem Road

(908) 233-2855
Reverend Clement Griffin

MOUNTAINSIDE CHAPEL
1180 Spruce Drive, Mountainside

(908) 232-3456
Reverend Dr. Gregory Hagg

OUR LADY OF LOURDES RC CHURCH
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside

(908) 232-1162
Reverend Patrick J. Leonard

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN WESTFIELD

140 Mountain Avenue
(908) 233-0301

Reverend Dr. William Ross Forbes

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield

(908) 232-1517
Reverend Paul E. Kritsch

ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5192

Reverend Michael A. Merlucci

ST. HELEN’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

(908) 232-1214
Reverend Monsignor James A. Burke

ST. JOHN’S BAPTIST CHURCH
2387 Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6972
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, Jr.

ST. LUKE’S AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

500 Downer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2547

Reverend Leon E. Randall

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
414 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8506
Reverend Richard W. Reid

SCOTCH PLAINS BAPTIST CHURCH
333 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-5487
Reverend Gary Rothwell

TEMPLE BETH O’R/BETH TORAH
111 Valley Road, Clark

(732) 381-8403
Rabbi Shawn B. Zell

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 232-6770
Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff

TEMPLE SHOLOM
815 W. Seventh Street, Plainfield

(908) 756-6447
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

TERRILL ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7151
Michael C. Seaman

TERRILL ROAD BIBLE CHAPEL
535 Terrill Road, Fanwood

(908) 322-4055

WILLOW GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 232-5678
Reverend Kenneth G. Hetzel

WOODSIDE CHAPEL
5 Morse Avenue, Fanwood

(908) 889-2375

Editor’s Note: In conjunction with the his-
toric theme of Our Town, an edited version
of a story about the 250th anniversary of the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church on August 5,
1997 has been republished below. The story
originally appeared in the August 14, 1997
edition of The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

For that article, the Reverend Charles
“Chaz” Hutchinson, Minister of Education
at the church, recounted the history of the
church – one of the oldest in the state –
which even predates the establishment of
Union County.

*  *  *  *  *
By JUSTIN BRIDGE

Specially Written for Our Town

“Two hundred and fifty years ago, a
group of men and women from the

Piscataway Baptist Church asked for a letter
of dismissal so that they could form a church here in

Scotch Plains,” Reverend Hutchinson explained.
Seventeen parishioners founded the Baptist Church in Scotch Plains because the trip to

Piscataway was, in those days, a very long trip.
“And not all of the women were Mrs. So-and-so. They were women on their own. That

was very unusual for that day and age,” added Reverend Hutchinson.
“A lot of the early founders of Scotch Plains were members of the church. Families such

as Darby, Lambert and Osborn, that are still names in Scotch Plains,” he continued.
The first Baptist Church building in Scotch Plains stood until the winter of 1816-1817,

when it burned to the ground. In 1817, parish members decided to construct the “Old
Meeting House.” This building served as the church until 1871, when it was moved, with
the help of oxen, down Grand Street.

It then served as District Fourteen School until 1890, the year that the original School
One building opened. Since 1947, the Grand Street YMCA has run the building.

Another treasure relating to the church’s history is its cemetery, originally known as
“God’s Little Acre.” William Darby, the owner of the property in 1743, marked off the
west corner of his farm in order to have a place to bury the dead. The oldest grave in the
cemetery belongs to Sarah Frazee and is marked 1754.

Reverend Hutchinson spoke of one gravestone in particular, that of Caesar. Caesar was
a slave who had fought in the Revolutionary War and was also a teamster. (In the late 1700s,
a teamster was someone who drove a wagon pulled by a
team of horses.) Caesar was originally a slave in
Scotch Plains until his owner, Deacon Drake,
freed him. However, despite having been a
slave, he had been a member of the church for
over 50 years, until his death on February 7,
1806, at the age of 104.

“In the day before the civil rights move-
ment, this was an integrated church where
a man like Caesar could be a member,”
he noted.

Another grave of mention belongs to
the Reverend Benjamin Miller, the first
minister of the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, who served from 1748 to 1781.

Despite being a haven to all men and
women, the church has seen its share
of strife.

“Its seen loyalists and revolutionar-
ies, families that had men on both sides
of the Revolutionary War. During the Civil War, there were feelings that ran for both the
North and the South,” said Reverend Hutchinson.

“However, the church stayed together, despite those tensions,” he said, pointing out that
this is impressive for Baptists because in some areas, the Baptist churches split over “the
littlest things.”

Just across the street from the church is the Old Baptist Parsonage. This sandstone
building has been standing for the past 197 years. The building was also the site of the
township’s first library, with the books having been stored on the second-floor landing. The
parsonage has been home to 23 individuals and their families.

The pastors who lived at the parsonage subsisted off whatever they could grow on 15 acres
of the parsonage farm in addition to a small salary and firewood. In 1868, the church
trustees sold off the parsonage farm in order to pay for the new church.

“GOD’S LITTLE ACRE”…Graves in the cemetery
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Baptist Church are
inscribed with the names of some of the area’s oldest
families.

First
Baptist
Church



Thursday, October 28, 1999        Our TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur Towns           Our 2nd Annual Edition Page 31

C
Y

A
N

 Y
E

LLO
W

 M
A

G
E

N
TA

 B
LA

C
K

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
organized 1728

140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield • 908-233-0301

Searching? Need encouragement?
 Need a place to hear the Good News

proclaimed and where God is praised?

Come visit us. We are a friendly, active
and growing community of faith with

dynamic programs for children, youth,
singles, couples, families and seniors.

The Reverend Dr. William Ross Forbes, Senior Pastor
The Reverend Christina L. McCormick, Associate Pastor

The Reverend Victoria M. Ney, Associate Pastor
Wendy W. Thode, Associate for Christian Education

James A. Simms, Director of Music

WWWWWorororororship Sership Sership Sership Sership Services avices avices avices avices attttt  8:00am & 10:30am

ChurChurChurChurChurccccch Sch Sch Sch Sch School ahool ahool ahool ahool at  9:15am & 10:45amt  9:15am & 10:45amt  9:15am & 10:45amt  9:15am & 10:45amt  9:15am & 10:45am
for Children, Youth and Adults

YYYYYouth Fouth Fouth Fouth Fouth Fellowships Meet Sundaellowships Meet Sundaellowships Meet Sundaellowships Meet Sundaellowships Meet Sunday Evy Evy Evy Evy Eveningseningseningseningsenings

K to 5th gK to 5th gK to 5th gK to 5th gK to 5th grrrrrade Lade Lade Lade Lade LOGOS PrOGOS PrOGOS PrOGOS PrOGOS Progogogogogrrrrramamamamam
 Wednesdays at 4:00pm (October-April)

VVVVVocal & Bell Choirocal & Bell Choirocal & Bell Choirocal & Bell Choirocal & Bell Choirs Fs Fs Fs Fs For All Agor All Agor All Agor All Agor All Ageseseseses

Summer WSummer WSummer WSummer WSummer Worororororkkkkkshopshopshopshopshop
8:00am & 9:30am (July & August)

At First Congregational Church, you are invited
 to explore faith and church membership at your own pace.

You will find:

WELCOME TO A
DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH ...

a member of the United Church of Christ

Dynamic Worship
Christian Education & Child Care

Youth Fellowship
Faith & Parenting Group

Vocal and Bell Choirs for All Ages
Adult Education & Bible Study
Hands-On Service Opportunities

For further information please call (908) 233-2494
or visit our Web site at www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

Join us for worship service and church school,
 Sundays at 10 a.m. A warm welcome awaits you!

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, New Jersey  07090

irst Congregational ChurchFFFFF

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH…All Saints’ Episcopal Church on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains has
been welcoming the faithful since the 19th century. The building’s cornerstone was laid on
April 29, 1882, and the church opened for services the same year. Over the years, a parish
house, portico and new entrance have been added to the site.
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
SQUAD OFFICERS FOR 1999

PRESIDENT  Robert Speth
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT Robert Gurske

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT Jeffrey Frank
SECRETARY Jean Lozowski
TREASURER Harold Hill

CHAPLAIN Robert Gurske
CAPTAIN Joanne Gurske

FIRST LIEUTENANT Robert Foerster
SECOND LIEUTENANT Ernesto Hernandez

DELEGATES Joan Lozowski, William McLaughlin,
Daniel Sullivan

ALTERNATE DELEGATES Maureen Barry, Robert Foerster,
David Thurston

TRUSTEES Maureen Barry, Edward Fiedler,
 Daniel Sullivan

100% Volunteer Organization – (908) 322-2103

Scotch Plains Fire Department
1999

Roster

CHIEF
Jonathan P. Ellis

COMPANY #1
Battalion Chief Edward Frame

PLATOON #1
Captain Vincent Romano

Mark Barese
Gerard Christie
John Funcheon
Michael Herrick
David Lienhard

Stephen Marinaro
Bradley Scherer
Carolyn Sorge

PLATOON #2
Captain Jerald Brown

Christopher Aversa
Douglas Fretiag
Carmen Grausso
Randy Grizzard

Francis Lienhard
David Koerner

Charles Scherer, 3rd
Andrew Miller

PLATOON #3
Captain Brian Mecca
Michael Cuccarullo

William Feury
Paul Malool

John Miller, Jr.
David Triano

Michael Walko

PLATOON #4
Captain John Lestarchick

Allen Gialanella
William Malone

Mark Mecca
Jeffrey Peal

Timothy Schreck

Chief Jonathan P. Ellis

(908) 322-7100
Emergency 9-1-1

Susan Baldani
Maureen Barry
Suzanne Butler*
Brian Cassidy*
Thomas Cassidy
Elizabeth Cena
Brian Cheney

Theodore Conley
Joseph D’Albero

Diane DeLisi
Edward Fiedler*
Robert Foerster
Claude Franco*

Jeffrey Frank
Matthew Fugett

Jeffrey Gander
William Goetzee
Joanne Gurske
Robert Gurske

Jerry Handsman
Ellen Heller

Ernesto Hernandez*
Harold Hill, Jr.*

Mark Johns
Justine Kennedy

Jeremy Koscielecki
Melissa Kuchar
Gordon Lapp
Jean Lozowski
Joan Lozowski

Mark Lynch
William McLaughlin

Samantha Power
David Smith
Wendi Smith

Carolyn Sorge
Edward Sorge

Deborah Speth*
Robert Speth*

Daniel Sullivan*
David Thurston

John Villas
Steven Wheeler

Nicholas Wowchuck*
Mark Zyla*

*Life MemberCADETS
Ann Bavosa

Kimberly Eide
Diana Franco

Debbie Herrmann
Jennifer Perryman

Daniel Pastula
Molly Phelan

Christian Sorge

COMPANY #2
Battalion Chief Joseph Giordano

MEMBERS

Recognizing All Those

Bobby Selig, Proprietor

SAFETY LESSON…Members of the Scotch Plains Vol-
unteer Fire Department demonstrate a fire safety pro-
gram, entitled Project H.E.L.P. (Help Evacuate Little
People) at the home of Councilman and Mrs. Martin
Marks. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Marks,
Casey Marks, Jeffrey Marks, Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis,
Lori Marks and Fire Captain Jerry Brown.

QUICK RESPONSE…Bob Gurske,
First Vice President of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, foreground, presents
Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas F.
O’Brien with one of three automated
external defibrillators to be used in
patrol cars. The devices will provide
early intervention in cases of sudden
cardiac arrest.
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424 Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 654-0110
Résumés accepted from state certified Teachers

Rhoda P. Asch Elaine C.  Sigal

� Classes Saturday � Thursday
� 4 � 8 Students Per Class
� All Teachers State Certified

& Experienced
� Gifted & Talented
� Remedial
� Enrichment
� PSAT � SAT I � SAT II
� Private Tutoring � All Subjects

� All Levels
� Call Now For Brochure

HELPING CHILDREN LEARN

The Enrichment Center • The Enrichment Center • The Center
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Scotch Plains Police Department
1999 Roster

CHIEF
Thomas F. O’Brien

CAPTAINS
Marshall V. Nelson

Joseph M. Protasiewicz

LIEUTENANTS
Thomas Denitzio John Kennedy Neal LeStrange

Jeffrey Ellis John Shebey
 DETECTIVE SERGEANT

Brian Mahoney

SERGEANTS
James Cassidy Richard Migliorato James Rau

Steven Freedman Mark Zyla

DETECTIVES
Donnell Joyce Dennis Murphy William Schultz

Chief Thomas F. O’Brien

(908) 322-7100
Emergency 9-1-1

DISPATCHERS
Lynn Barattucci Andria Koger

Tara Hill Joan Lozowski

Paul Belford
Jeffrey Briel
Jerald Brown

Arthur Bruschetti
Suzanne Butler
Brian Cheney

Theodore Conley
James Denman

Lawrence DeRose
Brian Donnelly

CHIEF’S
RECORDS CLERKS SECRETARY

Lisa Kosciolek Rosalie Ramella Phyllis Sorge Patricia Fiorino

Claude Franco
Matthew Fugett
Brian Garbinski
Mark Hampton

Ernesto Hernandez
Matthew Hoelzel
William Irovando
Shawn Johnson
Kevin Lonergan

David Luce

Andrew Mulligan
Patrick Page

Richard Palentchar
Beverly Peal
Regina Penny

James Scannell
Dave Smith

Warren Sockwell
Michael Tardi
Joseph Zito

PATROL OFFICERS

 Who Protect and Serve
The Township of

Scotch Plains

• Intentionally small classes with caring,
creative, professional teachers

• 9:1 Student:Teacher ratio

• New, state-of-the-art classroom, library,
physical education and computer facilities

• Prekindergarten now full/half days with
Encore program available

• 100% College Placement including
Brown, Cornell, Harvard, NYU, Notre Dame,
Rutgers, Stanford, Villanova, William and
Mary and Yale for the Class of 1999

• Opportunities for participation in a full
program of athletic teams, music
ensembles, drama presentations, public
speaking and club activities

1295 Inman Avenue � Edison, NJ   08820
(908) 754-1882 � FAX (908) 754-9678

www.whschool.org

Call Now for Admissions Information for September 2000

COURAGEOUS OFFICERS…Three officers with the Scotch Plains Police Department
were recognized by the Knights of Columbus, Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730,
for performance of their duty during a shootout with an armed robbery and murder
suspect several months earlier. Pictured, left to right, are: Awards Chairman Michael
D’Antuono, Officers James Scannell and Suzanne Butler, Sergeant Mark Zyla, Scotch
Plains Police Chief Thomas F. O’ Brien and Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine. The officers
were honored during the Council’s 1999 Awards Ceremony last February.
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Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad
1999 Roster

100% Volunteer Organization – (908) 322-9000

Brian Bradow
Eric Breidenstein

Harold Breuninger
Mark Crawford
William Crosby

Nancy D’Ambrosio
Phil D’Ambrosio

Jamie Dewart
Katie Eisenbarth

LINE OFFICERS
CAPTAIN Jeffrey Downing

SERGEANT James Baxter
1ST LIEUTENANT Susan Davis
2ND LIEUTENANT Barbara Breuninger

TRAINING OFFICER Susan Davis

DESK OFFICERS
PRESIDENT John Oatis

VICE PRESIDENT Phyllis Fasano
TREASURER Robert Kruthers
SECRETARY Samantha Ashton-Moore
SECRETARY Ruth Wegmann

CHAPLAIN Robert Kruthers
HISTORIAN Robert Kruthers

MEMBERS
James Ferris
Marc Gottlick

Patricia Keever
Tom Kranz
Fred Lavin

Jason Lowrey
Harry Mee

William Muirhead
Brian Perry
Earl Phillips

Edward Sargent
Stephen Siegal
Janet Siegal

James Stewart
William Winey
Patricia Winey
Patrick Winters
Edward Winsor

David Zawodniak

DELEGATES Marc Gottlick
William Muirhead

ALTERNATE DELEGATE Jason Lowrey
TRUSTEES William Crosby

Harry Mee
Patricia Winey
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HELPING HANDS…Little Haley Knudsen made her
debut sooner than expected on July 6, 1998 when she
was born in a Fanwood ambulance en route to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad member Edward Sargent; Al Rossi, a para-
medic with Muhlenberg’s Mercy 6; squad member
Susan Davis, Joyce and Neil Knudsen with Haley, and
Fanwood Police Officer Anthony Nassaur. Also at-
tending the birth were squad members Nancy
D’Ambrosio and Bill Muirhead.



Thursday, October 28, 1999        Our TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur TownsOur Towns           Our 2nd Annual Edition Page 35

C
Y

A
N

 Y
E

LLO
W

 M
A

G
E

N
TA

 B
LA

C
K

Robert Brennen
Harold Breuninger

Dave Clausen
Mark Crawford
William Crosby

Phil D’Ambrosio
Ed Dombrowski
Jeff Downing

Howard Drewes
Mark Ettore

CHIEF
Robert J. Carboy

(908) 322-5000
Emergency 9-1-1

Class II Special Officers
Captain Jesse E. Pate
Lieutenant Jack Ross

Brian L. Bantz
Howard Drewes

DEPUTY CHIEF OF
FIRE PREVENTION

BUREAU
Eugene Bellamy

Marc Gottlick
Russell Hamill
Mike Hayech
Dave Jackson

Richard Kenyon
Daniel Librandy

Jon Moberg
Patrick O’Leary
Daryl Peoples

Mike Raub
Daniel Remler

Jack Ruh
Donald Stanford
Norman Stumpf
Stephen Szanto
Stanley Yotcoski
Dave Zawodniak

Dave Ziegler
Len Zuchowski

CHIEF
John Piccola

Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Department

1999
Roster

(908) 322-7020
Emergency 9-1-1

CAPTAINS
Donald F. Domanoski

DETECTIVE LIEUTENANT

SERGEANTS

Fanwood Police Department
1999 Roster

Howard W. Jarvis, 3rd Thomas J. Jedic
Richard Trigo

CORPORALS
Martin Haluza Francisco Marrero

Stephen N. Sanislo

Edward J. White, Jr.

DETECTIVE
Eugene M. Chin

PATROLMEN
Peter A. Caltabellotta
Michael S. Caspersen

Marc Gottlick
Anthony Nassaur
Joseph M. O’Neil

Jeffrey E. Pate
Russell J. Yeager

SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS

Class I Special Officer
Captain George E. Germinder

Police Reserve Officer
Lieutenant Robert Mielke

James Stewart

ASSISTANT CHIEFS
Rick Regenthal Len Watt

CAPTAIN
Doug Germinder

LIEUTENANTS
Rick Watt Jason Lowrey

Chief Robert J. Carboy

Protecting and Serving
The Borough of Fanwood

TEACHING FIRE SAFETY…A member of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire
Department teaches children about fire safety at the Westminster Preschool at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The youngsters learned what to do in the
event of a fire and also about the functions of a fire engine.

POSITIVE IMAGE…Officer Frank Marrero of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment gives a lesson on self-esteem to fifth-grade students at Coles Elementary
School in Scotch Plains as part of the D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education) program.

Chief John Piccola

MEMBERS
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A Special Transportation Guide
For Scotch Plains and Fanwood Commuters

PROTECT YOUR ASSETS

from the
PROTECT YOUR ASSETS

NJ Transit takes you to Newark Penn Station where
you can make all of  the right connections. For information,
NJ Transit can be reached at 1-800-772-2222 or visit their
Web site at www.njtransit.state.nj.us.

To New York:
A simple track change at Newark Penn Station will get

you on board a NJ Transit train to Penn Station New York.
Check the monitor for the next connecting New York train
and go to the track no. indicated.

Path rail service at Newark Penn Station takes you
directly to the World Trade Center in downtown New York.
Trains also serve Jersey City and midtown Manhattan at
Christopher Street, 9th Street, 14th Street, 23rd Street, and
33rd Street. Please call 1-800-234-PATH for information.

To Amtrak Trains
At Newark Penn Station, connect with Amtrak trains to

locations throughout the nation. For information, please
call 1-800-USA-RAIL or visit their Web site at
www.amtrak.com.

To Hoboken
Waterfront connection trains offer express service be-

tween Newark Penn Station and Hoboken Terminal for
connections to New York and Jersey City.

At the Hoboken Terminal, take the NY Waterway Ferry
direct to the World Financial Center in lower Manhattan.
The ferry is next to Track No. 15. For information, please
call 1-800-53-FERRY.

To Other NJ Transit Rail Lines
NJ Transit rail lines that serve Newark Penn Station

include: Raritan Valley, Northeast Corridor, and North
Jersey Coast Lines. Hoboken Terminal includes: Morris
and Essex, Boonton, Pascack Valley, Main/Bergen, and
limited North Jersey Coast and Raritan Valley line service.

To Downtown Newark
The Loop serves the Downtown/Arts and Ironbound

districts with mid-day and evening shuttles between New-
ark Penn Station, Newark Broad Street Station, and the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center.

Newark City Subway provides convenient service from
Newark Penn Station to business and university areas of
Newark.

NJ Transit Buses are available at Newark Penn Station
to take you to various locations in New Jersey.

To Newark International Airport
Airlink buses provide express service between Newark

Penn Station, Newark Broad Street Station and Newark
International Airport. Regular departures leave every 20
to 30 minutes from 6 to 2 a.m. on weekdays and every 30
minutes on weekends and holidays from 6:30 to 2 a.m.

NJ Transit cannot assume responsibility for inconve-
nience, expense, or damage resulting from errors in
timetables, delayed trains, failure to make connections or
for shortages of equipment.

Ticket Information
MONTHLY PASSES – are the best buy for commuters.
They save you approximately 30% and are valid for
unlimited trips throughout the calendar month.

WEEKLY PASSES – are convenient commutation tickets.
They save you approximately 15% and are valid from
Saturday through the following Friday.

10-TRIP TICKETS  – consist of 10 one-way trips taken
within two months from the date of purchase.

ONE-WAY TICKETS  – can be used for one continuous
ride between designated stations and are valid for one year
in addition to the date of purchase.

ROUND TRIP EXCURSION TICKETS (RTX)  – save
you up to 25% off the cost of two regular one-way tickets.
They are valid only in the direction indicated on the ticket.
RTX tickets have some restrictions so please check a
current schedule for complete information.
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Trick or Treat

STAGE HOUSE ANTIQUE  CENTER

Treasure or Trinket?
Bring an heirloom of
your choice for a
complimentary “verbal
appraisal” by one of our
knowledgeable dealers.

Sunday, October 31
10a.m. – 3p.m.Raffle f

or a

Waterfo
rd

Decanter

Open House – Everyone Welcome

Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.

Please Join Us On Halloween!

STAGE HOUSE ANTIQUE  CENTER

364 PARK AVENUE • SCOTCH PLAINS

(908) 322-2311
Nestled in Historic Stage House Village

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for Our Town

A perennial favorite among festival-goers, the annual Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest
celebration offers something for everyone in its colorful salute to the township and its
history.

A blend of merchant wares, local cuisine and family entertainment are all staples of the
autumn event, which is held in the community’s Towne Centre and on the Village Green

adjacent to the
Municipal Build-
ing on Park Av-
enue.

It is co-spon-
sored by the
Scotch Plains
Business and
Professional As-
s o c i a t i o n
(SPBPA), the
township’s Parks
and Recreation
Commission, the
Health Depart-
ment and the lo-
cal Lions Club
chapter.

The SPBPA,
founded in 1994,
is dedicated to
strengthening
and promoting
the township’s
business district
through various
programs and
activities held

throughout the year. It is headed by Ray Pardon, the owner of Nuts n’ Plenty on Park
Avenue.

Mr. Pardon, who has been President of the association since it began, has characterized
the Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest celebration as a way “to bring together and recognize the
spirit of the entire community of Scotch Plains.”

During the festival, visitors are invited to peruse a variety of merchandise – including
unique crafts and seasonal items – at sidewalk sales conducted by numerous merchants and
crafters.

Local restaurateurs and food vendors also offer tempting fare throughout the day. In
addition, “Jersey fresh” produce is available at the popular Farmers’ Market, also

sponsored by the SPBPA, during the festival.
Entertainment at Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest celebrations over the years has ranged

from music and dance exhibitions to martial arts demonstrations and fashion shows.
A highlight of the annual celebration is the USATF-certified 5-Mile Road Race through

the township, sponsored by the Parks and Recreation Commission, for which trophies are
awarded. All participants also receive commemorative T-shirts courtesy of the SPBPA and
its member sponsors.

Also prominent on the festival itinerary each year is the Civic Awards ceremony on the

Scotch Plains Day/Street Fest
Reflects ‘Hometown’ Community Spirit

Village Green, during which local citizens are recognized for distinguished contributions
to the township.

Preceding the StreetFest activities each year is a Health Fair presented by the Scotch
Plains Health Department at the Municipal
Building. This program offers an array of
medical screenings, among them vision,
hearing, blood pressure and dental exami-
nations. Flu shots are also available.

The Lions Club’s annual Giant Flea
Market is held in the parking lot of the
Municipal Parking during the festivities,
and typically draws more than 100 vendors.
For the first time this year, the event also
included crafters.

In addition, the club has donated its Eye/
Ear Mobile for screenings at the Health
Fair. Proceeds from the Flea Market benefit
local charities.

Last year’s Scotch Plains/StreetFest event
featured township officials’ dedication of
the Victorian motif wood gazebo at the
corner of Park Avenue and Front Street on
the Village Green.

Built by construction technology students
at Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools in Scotch Plains, the gazebo was
added to the downtown landscape as part of
a plan to enhance the “hometown” flavor of
the business district.

The township celebration originated 18
years ago, and has been co-sponsored for the past five by the SPBPA. Comprised of
approximately 200 members, the association represents the interests and viewpoints of its
member businesses.

Information about Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest activities may be reviewed on the
Internet at www.visitscotchplains.com.

AND THEY’RE OFF!…Participants in the annual USATF-certified 5-Mile Road Race get
ready to cross the starting line in front of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on Park
Avenue. Winners are awarded trophies, and all who take part in the event receive T-shirts
courtesy of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

WE LOVE OUR TOWN…Scotch Plains Mayor Geri M. Samuel and Ray
Pardon, President of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Asso-
ciation, present T-shirts to the young winners of a poster essay contest
entitled, “What Scotch Plains Means to Me,” which was ssponsored by the
SPBPA. The winners will be able to have their poster designs silk-
screened on their shirts.

FUN AT THE FAIR…Catelin Genritz and
Chris Boket, both from Springfield, emerge
from the “giant worm,” provided by C and C
Amusement for the Scotch Plains Day/
StreetFest ’99 celebration in the Towne Cen-
tre.
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for Our Towns

Although her name does not appear in the history books, and her origins remain veiled
in legend, Fanny Wood has come to symbolize the deep pride and affection felt by Fanwood
residents for their suburban hometown.

Depicted as an attractive young woman circa 1895 – the year Fanwood was incorporated
as a borough – she has been the inspiration for an annual festival which has drawn
thousands of visitors to the community each year since its debut four years ago.

Held each September along South and Martine Avenues, “Fanny Wood Day” rings in
autumn with a vibrant collage of sidewalk sales, exhibits, refreshments, musical perfor-
mances, games and activities, souvenirs, contests and raffle drawings.

Also featured are booths and information tables spotlighting non-profit groups and
other organizations, plus educational exhibits on topics ranging from child identification
to fire safety and health maintenance.

As for the lady herself, Fanny Wood is rumored to have been the daughter of a privileged
19th-century citizen of the area, who christened the area “Fanny’s Woods” in her honor.
Another story depicts Fanny as having been a magazine writer and poet whose idyllic
descriptions of rural Fanwood were used in advertisements to bring people to the area.

Whether born of fact or folklore, Fanny Wood has played a genuine and vital role in
helping to promote the community overall, and the business district in particular, through
the popular event bearing her name.

Fanny Wood Day was inaugurated by Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly in 1996, the first
year of her administration, as a salute to the community’s heritage and as a way for people
to get a first-hand look at the diverse offerings of the borough’s downtown.

While browsing among the many tables and exhibits at Fanny Wood Day, visitors have
a leisurely opportunity to sample the cuisine, merchandise and services available in the
business district.

Mayor Connelly has described Fanny Wood Day as “a family event” which “really brings
together the volunteers, merchants and local government” for the benefit of the entire
community.

It is sponsored each year by the Fanny Wood Day Committee, a group of borough
merchants, officials and others who have contributed their time and talents to making the
festival a success. It is chaired by local accountant Neil F. Schembre.

Capping this year’s celebration,
which took place September 26,
was the long-awaited unveiling of
the 16-foot-high Millennium Clock
beside the entrance to the historic
Fanwood Train Station at South
and Martine Avenues.

The Victorian-style, four-
faced timepiece, its carillon
and an accompanying split-
rock wall were paid for
entirely through proceeds
from past Fanny Wood
Day events and with do-
nations from individuals
and companies – about
$35,000 over the past four
years.

The clock’s chime sys-
tem is programmed to play
a variety of tunes, such as
the patriotic selections
which heralded the debut
of the timepiece at this
year’s festival.

While Fanny Wood Day
bears many hallmarks of a
contemporary festival, such as side-
walk sales, a disk jockey and the
ever-popular Moonwalk ride, its
organizers pay equal homage to the
borough’s past and to the people
who made the community what it is
today.

Over the last four years, exhibits
have included vintage vehicles and
equipment used by the Fanwood
Fire Company since before the turn
of the century, as well as the
Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad’s
new ambulance, which it acquired

for its 50th anniversary last year.
Squad members gave tours of the ambulance and displayed memorabilia from the

squad’s first half-century of service to the borough at the 1998 Fanny Wood Day festival.
Another popular exhibit has been a replica of the Battleship New Jersey, the most

decorated warship in naval history. The campaign to bring the vessel – which saw action
in World War II, the Korean Conflict and the Vietnam War — home to the

Garden State has been championed by a number of Fanwood residents,
principally retired United States Navy Colonel William W. Sheppard

and his family.
Starting in 1998, the “Little Miss Fanny Wood” contest was

added to the festival’s itinerary. Sponsored by the Enchantments
gift shop on South Avenue in Fanwood, the contest is open to girls
between the ages of 3 and 12.

Contestants are invited to don Victorian fashions for the
chance to win a crown and gift certificate. Runner-ups also
receive prizes, and each of the young contestants is featured in
the “Little Miss Fanny Wood” yearbook.

Other activities which have become
part of Fanny Wood Day are a pie-
baking contest sponsored by the
Florida Fruit Shoppe, also on
South Avenue, and an antique
car show.

A volunteer fair was held at
this year’s festival, aimed at
boosting membership within
organizations such as the
borough’s emergency service

units, as well as local boards and commissions.
This was also the year Fanny Wood went “online,” as

the borough debuted its new Internet site,
www.fanwoodnj.com, during the festival. While initially
offering basic information about the borough, the site will
eventually feature a more comprehensive overview of the
community.

Elected officials and members of the Fanwood Down-
town Revitalization Committee are working to give the
borough’s downtown an economic boost through a vari-
ety of initiatives aimed at attracting more customers to
the area.

A Fanwood business and professional association, similar to the downtown group
established five years ago in Scotch Plains, is also reported to be in the works.

Annual ‘Fanny Wood Day’ Celebration
Is Colorful Showcase for Borough’s Downtown

HOMETOWN GIRLS…Contestants in the second annual “Little Miss Fanny Wood” contest
show off their Victorian-era costumes during the Fanny Wood Day celebration in Fanwood’s
downtown. The event was co-sponsored this year by the Enchantments Gift Shop and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Newcomers Club. Standing in back of the youngsters are Enchant-
ments owner Helen Ling and Linda Caminiti.

“DREAM COME TRUE”…Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly stands beside the Millennium
Clock, a 16-foot-high timepiece that was unveiled
September 26 during the borough’s fourth annual
Fanny Wood Day celebration. Mayor Connelly called
the debut of the clock “my dream come true.”

FANWOOD’S FIRST LADY….
“Fanny Wood,” also known as
Philathalians actress Tonya
Francesca Cama, made her tra-
ditional appearance at the Sep-
tember festival which bears her
name.

AND THE WINNER IS…Four-
and-a-half-year-old Antonia
Goehren, wearing her floral crown,
was named this year’s Little Miss
Fanny Wood. Each of the other
contestants also received prizes.
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The John H. Stamler
 Police Academy

Celebrating Five Years

2283 South Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 518-1660

Tuesday–Friday 10am to 8pm
Saturday 9am-5pm

Offers Valid for First Time Customers Only

10% all hair and
skin products

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Receive 20% off
all hair, skin and

nail services

The John H. Stamler Police Academy, located on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains, continues to offer dozens of programs designed to prepare recruits for
successful careers in the field of law enforcement.

Prior to graduation, recruits undergo 1,000 hours of rigorous training
during a 20-week program based on a course of study established by the New
Jersey Police Training Commission.

The program includes 13 functional areas of study encompassing 890
separate items, according to academy Director Anthony J. Parenti. In
addition, the academy offers about 25 electives, some of which involve more
in-depth study of subjects in the functional categories. The academy offers
courses in narcotic enforcement, vehicle theft, sex crimes and bicycle patrol,
among others.

This comprehensive curriculum addresses “every possible thing (police
officers) will encounter on the street,” revealed Mr. Parenti, who noted that
police officers are often thrust into the roles of “doctor, lawyer and Indian
chief” when dealing with the public.

Police academy recruits are required to pass each fundamental area by at
least 70 percent. If they are unable to, they are assigned a tutor and given
another chance to pass. If they still cannot achieve the required score, they
are dismissed.

In addition to classroom work, each recruit must undergo multiple hours
of physical training prior to graduation, said Mr. Parenti.

In light of recent allegations of police brutality in the Garden State, he said
the academy is increasing its emphasis on police morals and ethical stan-
dards.

Each incoming class at the academy is made up of about 50 to 60 officers-
in-training, ranging in age from 21 to 36, from throughout Union County
who commute daily to the academy. The academy graduates about 50
recruits biannually.

Applicants, in order to be admitted to the academy, must pass mental,
physical and medical requirements. Additional criteria is set by individual
police departments, which submit recruit applications to the academy.

Trainees are taught by some 150 volunteer instructors, all of whom are experts in their
respective fields. Mr. Parenti said these instructors come from various police departments
around Union County and the Prosecutor’s Office, as well as from the private sector.

This year’s roster of volunteer instructors included Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly,
who taught a course on stress management, and writer Adele Kenny. Ms. Kenny, also of
Fanwood, offered instruction on grammar and spelling. Mr. Parenti noted that the latter course
is beneficial for report writing.

For the physical part of the training process, the academy enlists a physical instructor with
five volunteer assistants.

Officers are expected to follow up on their 20-week instructional session and required to
complete on-the-job training.

Founded in 1946 by the Union County Police Chiefs Association, the police academy has
been located at various sites around Union County. In 1989, the current “state-of-the-art facility
was built on the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools property on Raritan Road.

The facility was dedicated on November 18, 1991 and welcomed its first class in late January
of 1992. Mr. Parenti, who took over as Director nearly two years ago, was a police officer
himself for 41 years, including 22 as Fanwood’s Chief of Police.

The academy is named for the late Union County Prosecutor John H. Stamler, who was
instrumental in forming a partnership between the Union County Police Chiefs Association and
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office. Union County Prosecutor Thomas Manahan of
Westfield currently oversees the academy.

For further information, please call (908) 889-6112. The fax number is (908) 889-6359.

John H. Stamler Police Academy
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Local Libraries Blend Traditional

Like its Scotch Plains counterpart, the Fanwood Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, has successfully blended traditional library resources and
services with cutting-edge technology for the 21st century.

Originally housed in a small room at the rear of the post office, then on North Avenue,
the library has been lending books to the public since 1902. Its initial collection consisted
of 156 books, according to literature provided by the library.

The library’s current building was dedicated on December 16, 1951, with an addition
made in 1980. Its transition to full automation culminated on September 18 with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony to unveil the library’s latest technology.

On hand for the milestone occasion were Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and the entire
Borough Council, among other guests.

Since taking the helm as Library Director two years
ago, Dan Weiss has guided the incorporation of mod-
ern technology at the facility, which has an adult
section upstairs and a children’s area on the lower
level.

Last September, the library became part of the
Libraries of Middlesex Automation Consortium, a
regional organization comprised of 26 libraries in
Union and Middlesex Counties, among them the
libraries of Kenilworth and Plainfield. Mr. Weiss was
recently named to a two-year term on the consortium’s
executive board.

It was through membership in the consortium that
the library became fully automated. This evolution has
not only streamlined administrative duties for the
staff, but also given patrons computerized access to
materials at all the consortium’s libraries — approxi-
mately 500,000 items.

The Fanwood library alone boasts a collection of
about 38,000 bar coded items, along with newspapers,
audiovisual materials and subscriptions to more than
100 magazines.

Nine computers which are available to the public,
including four in the Children’s Department, now
feature Internet access. There are also new computer-
ized library cards for both adults and children, which
they can use to scan their own records.

By being part of the consortium, the Fanwood
Library can additionally utilize InfoLink, a North
Jersey delivery link capable of bringing resources to
the Fanwood facility from other member libraries. In
addition, the library staff receives training through the
consortium to better assist the public.

Additional services now offered by the Fanwood
Library include InfoTrac, a periodical and newspaper
index that features full text magazine articles, and
Electric Library, a comprehensive on-line reference center with full text access to articles,
television and radio transcripts and books.

There are also on-line versions of “The Encyclopedia Britannica” and “The WorldBook
Encyclopedia” available for reference.

According to Mr. Weiss, the Fanwood library’s “automation partners” also included the
New Jersey State Library, which administered the Integrated On-Line Library Systems
Grant for Public and Community College Libraries and the Technology Bond Fund,
encompassing both state and federal moneys.

In the adult section, patrons can find materials on cooking and crafts, local history and
the Civil War, art and biographies and the classics, among other offerings. There is also
a Young Adult collection and selections which are included on the high school reading list.

The Children’s Department, which is geared toward kindergarten through grade 8,
features fiction, non-fiction and reference collections.

Fanwood Memorial Library
The library offers several “Storytime” programs for youngsters starting at age 2 during

the fall, winter and spring, which typically last for six weeks each. In addition, the library
presents special storytime fare during the holiday season.

Evening “Storytime” activities for families and an after-school program for children, are
also offered by the library.

In addition, the library holds a summer reading program for children, including a “Read-
to-Me-Club” for preschoolers; the Summer Reading Club for youngsters in first through
fifth grade and the Teen Reading Club for middle school students.

This year’s summer reading activities were capped by a “Medieval Market Fair” on
September 18 at the library, during which youngsters bought books and other commemo-

rative items with prize money they earned for their
participation in the program. Mayor Connelly pre-
sented each youngster with a certificate of participa-
tion.

For the first time this summer, the library also
hosted “Dragon Tales,” a drama workshop for chil-
dren entering fourth through ninth grades. Thirty-
eight youngsters took part in the four-week program,
directed by Mary Everson.

The library also hosts “KidsmArt,” a fall program
for kindergartners which is designed to build self-
esteem and readiness for school. It is conducted by an
art therapist and funded through a HEART (History
Education and Arts Reaching Thousands) grant
from Union County.

The library is offering computer and Internet
training for families this fall, as well as an adult book
discussion and the continuation of a film festival,
which the facility kicked off last spring, according to
Mr. Weiss.

The Fanwood Room at the library is available for
meetings of local non-profit organizations, and is
also used for library board meetings and other activi-
ties.

Governing the library is a six-member Board of
Trustees, with Fanwood Councilman Stuart S. Kline
serving as council Liaison to the board.

Full-time personnel at the library include Mr.
Weiss and Children’s Librarian Susan Staub, along
with Gloria Rusnak in the Adult Section and Kerry
Quigley in the Children’s Department. There are
also eight part-time staff members and six high
school “pages.”

During the school year, the library is open from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays.

The Children’s Department is open until 9 p.m. on Mondays only, and the library is
closed on Sundays. The building is closed on Saturdays during the summer.

For further information on programs and services available at the Fanwood Memorial
Library, please call (908) 322-6400, or visit www.lmxac.org/fanwood on the Internet.

Both the Fanwood and Scotch Plains libraries are buoyed by the activities of Friends of
the Library groups, which conduct fundraisers and coordinate other activities during the
year in support of the library.

In addition, the two facilities are part of an inter-library loan system through which they
can request materials from libraries throughout the country via the State Library’s Access
Center.

The libraries are also members of MURAL (Middlesex Union Reciprocal Associated
Libraries), comprised of 40 libraries in Union and Middlesex Counties, which extend
borrowing privileges to card holders in good standing from other member libraries.

The libraries of both Scotch Plains and Fanwood have played significant roles in their
respective communities since before the dawn of the 20th century.

Today, each of the libraries is also prepared to meet the challenges of a new
millennium with state-of-the-art technology whereby patrons can tap into a world of
knowledge with a simple keystroke.

Although now part of the automation age, both the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries have retained many of the traditional activities that residents of all ages have
enjoyed for years, including programs designed to encourage a love of books and
reading among youth.
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The origins of the Scotch
Plains Public Library date back
to January 1, 1800, when a group
of townspeople founded the
Scotch Plains Reading Society
to encourage cultural advance-
ment.

The group held its first re-
corded meeting on January 1,
1800, according to “Scotch
Plains, the Story of an Old Com-
munity,” written by Reignette
Marsh and published in 1936.

Since 1968, the library has
been located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. The building’s interior re-
cently underwent major renova-
tions, the first in 31 years, and
now features new lighting, car-
peting, tile floors and furniture,
as well as technology upgrades.
The library’s new look was made
possible courtesy of a $50,000
grant from the State Library in
Trenton.

Three new computer terminals
have replaced the former card
tracking system at the library’s
front desk. In addition, new
modular sectional units have re-
placed the former front desk and
reference desk of the library, providing improved height access for children and
wheelchair-bound patrons.

The traditional card catalogue in the Adult Section has been replaced by five Patron
Access Catalog (PAC) computers, accompanied by PAC work stations.

The PACs, along with five additional Internet stations, complement other resources
that have long been part of the Adult Section of the library. With the PACs, library
patrons can locate books according to author, title and subject, as well as by typing in
key words.

In addition, individuals can access their own records on the terminals to check the
status of outstanding or overdue books.

The library has also incorporated CD-ROM capabilities into its automation system,
which allows patrons to tap electronic encyclopedia information. In the future, library
administrators anticipate that individuals will be able to connect online with the
library’s PAC system from their own homes to search for books.

With the five Internet stations in the Adult Section, library patrons may access a
national telephone directory and job listings posted by the state Department of Labor.

The Children’s Section now features three computer terminals, including one with
Internet access. Youngsters under age 12 require written parental permission each time
they want to go online. The computers in the Children’s Department are equipped with
educational software.

Staff members also continue to nurture a love of reading among youth through a
variety of programs throughout the year, such as “story time” activities for township
children in pre-school through first grade, which are held in a windowed “story pit.”

A mural on one window panel of the “story pit” depicts a Central American village
by Salvadoran artist Carlos Sanchez, which was commissioned to whet youngsters’
interest in learning about the world.

Another favorite among the library’s younger set is the annual Summer Reading Club,
which is open to children in Scotch Plains and Fanwood and features a special theme
each year. The program is for youngsters in pre-kindergarten through fifth grade who
can read or listen to stories.

Adult library card holders may borrow videotapes from the library for $1. Foreign
language records and cassettes, along with books on tape, are also available to library
patrons.

Library Director Norbert Bernstein reports that the library currently has 95,000 bar-
coded books and other materials available to patrons, and its offerings include more than
200 periodicals.

In addition to Mr. Bernstein, principal library staff members include Vivian Marek,
Head of the Technical Processing Department, which includes cataloging, acquisitions

Resources With State-of-the-Art Technology

and processing of materials;
Adult Librarian Mary
Czarnomski and Children’s Li-
brarian Ann Luerssen. They head
up a staff of approximately 15
people. Several individuals also
serve as library “pages.”

The library is governed by a
seven-member Board of Trust-
ees, with Carl Kumpf as Presi-
dent. Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr. serves as Coun-
cil Liaison and Trustee.

A number of Scotch Plains
organizations have made use of
the library’s meeting room in
the lower level of the building.
Anyone interested in reserving
the room for group meetings is
asked to call Joan Iuliano, Sec-
retary of the Library, at (908)
322-5007.

The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is open during the school
year from Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
on Fridays and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is
closed on Saturdays during the
summer.

Scotch Plains
Public Library
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SCOTCH PLAINS
RECYCLING INFORMATION

HOW TO RECYCLE
Newspapers – Tie in bundles no higher than 10 inches or place in paper bags. No

plastic bags.
Magazines, Catalogs, Junk Mail, Phone Books, Paperback Books, Mixed Paper –

Tie in bundles or place in paper bags.
Corrugated Cardboard – Flattened and tied.
Household Dry Cell Batteries – Place in clear plastic bags.
Co-mingled Food and Beverage Containers – Glass, aluminum, tin and steel food

and beverage containers and pourable plastic bottles may be mixed together and should
be placed in a rigid reusable container such as a crate, bucket, or garbage can. Full
container should not weigh more than 50 pounds or be greater than 20 gallons in size.
No plastic bags.

Contaminated, improperly prepared or unacceptable materials will not be collected.
Rinse food and beverage containers.

Dispose of lids and caps. There is no need to remove labels. Flatten plastic containers
to save space.

No Plastic Bags: Except for batteries, plastic bags are not acceptable containers for
recyclables.

Have items ready for pick up at the curb by 7 a.m. on your designated recycling
day. In the event that your materials were placed at the curb on time but were not
collected, call; Recycling Hoteline: 1-888-738-7348. This toll-free number is available
24 hours a day.

Questions about the recycling program? (908) 322-6700 Ext. Nos. 243 or 244.
After working hours, an answering machine offers a listing of the current month’s

recycling days or you can leave a message: (908) 233-8745.

1999 Recycling Schedule
Recycling Hotline: 1-888-738-7348

NORTHSIDE – SECTION 1 & 2 SOUTHSIDE – SECTION 3 & 4
TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Nov. 2, 16, 30 March 7, 21 Nov. 3, 17 March 8, 22
Dec. 14, 28 April 4, 18 Dec. 1, 15, 29 April 5, 19
Jan. 11, 25 May 2, 16, 30 Jan. 12, 26 May 3, 17, 31
Feb. 8, 22 June 13, 27 Feb. 9, 23 June 14, 28

Fanwood Recycling Center Helps
Groups Earn Money for Activities

For more than a decade, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Association has not only
helped save taxpayer dollars but returned money to local groups through a Saturday work
program at the Recycling Center it operates on North Avenue in Fanwood.

The center was created in 1987, before recycling became a state law, through a $2,500
state grant received by the Borough Council. Of Union County’s 21 communities, Fanwood
is the only one to have a drop-off site for recyclable materials, according to Site Manager
Alan Ebersole.

Curbside pickup of recyclable materials would cost the borough between $56,000 and
$60,000 annually in taxpayer dollars — the equivalent of two-and-a-half to three tax
points, it was reported in the September 1999 edition of The Fanwoodian, a quarterly
community newsletter.

The Recycling Association’s 22 members include religious, civic and school groups and
other local organizations. Member organizations work at the center on rotating Saturdays,
earning $225 for four hours of work.

Participants empty citizens’ cars of recyclables and put them in the appropriate bins. The
center is open to residents of all towns, and revenue is generated by the sale of materials
to vendors and companies which then recycle the products.

Glass, plastic, aluminum, newspapers and textiles are among the materials accepted at
the Recycling Center. The facility also takes batteries, which are then sent to a company
in New York for disposal. Mr. Ebersole said it is important, for environmental reasons, that
batteries be kept out of landfills and incinerators.

Since the center opened, member organizations have  collectively received about
$135,000 for work done at the Recycling Center, according to The Fanwoodian. In

The Fanwood Recycling Center is located on North Avenue and is operated by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association- a nonprofit organization made up of 20 local civic oriented
groups and individuals working to help preserve our environment and reduce solid waste disposal
problems.

The following items are acceptable:
NEWSPAPER – Tie with string or twine in bundles not over 10 inches high. Place bundles

in the large newspaper container.
MIXED PAPER  – Office paper, computer paper, junk mail, decorative wrapping paper,

telephone books, magazines, miscellaneous other types should all be placed in the Mixed Paper
container. Paper bags should be placed in the “cages used for corrugated and cardboard.”

CARDBOARD – Cardboard such as that used for cereal boxes (without liner), shoe boxes or
typical department store boxes are acceptable. These can be brought in paper bags and be placed
in the “cages” on either side of the newspaper containers.

CORRUGATED – Should be placed in the “cages” on either side of the newspaper containers.
BOOKS – Books, hard or soft cover should be brought separated from other paper. Covers

should remain on the books. All books are placed in the special book containers.  Magazines,
catalogs, etc. are considered mixed paper.

GLASS – Glass bottles and jars are acceptable. Bottles should be rinsed and separated by
colors, Clear, Green, and Brown or Amber. All caps and rings should be removed as well as plastic
or lead or metal sleeves. ONLY bottles and jars are accepted.

NOT ACCEPTABLE  – Ceramic beer and wine containers, ceramic cups and
plates, clay flower pots, crystal, light bulbs, mirror or window glass, heat
resistant ovenware, vases or drinking glasses

ALUMINUM  – Most beverage cans are aluminum.  Some small pet food cans are aluminum.
The Center also accepts clean frozen food trays, pie tins and aluminum foil. Other heavier
aluminum products such as gutters and downspouts and windows or doors (without glass) are
accepted and should be placed next to the office shed.

METALS  Tin cans (bi-metal) should be thoroughly rinsed. Wire coat hangars are accepted.
These should be placed in the marked bins. Other small metal objects are accepted and should
be placed near the fence behind the newspaper container.

PLASTICS – Only pourable bottles and jars with the recyclable logo and numbers 1, 2 or 3
are accepted. Caps should be removed. PLASTIC BAGS OR PLASTIC BOXES ARE NOT
ACCEPTED.

OIL  – Waste motor oil should be poured into the tank at the site. DO NOT leave the oil
containers. ONLY motor oil is acceptable.

CLOTHING AND TEXTILES  – Clothing and other textiles including blankets and
draperies are accepted if placed in bags. Shoes are accepted if tied together as mates. Pillows are
NOT accepted.

BATTERIES  – Household batteries such as AA, AAA, C, D, 9 volt lantern and button cell
batteries are accepted and should be placed in the container next to the corrugated “cage’. Vehicle
batteries should be placed with the miscellaneous metals by the fence behind the newspaper
container.

CENTER HOURS OF OPERATION
Every Saturday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

(Wednesday is do-it-yourself day)
Do not leave materials unless the Center is open. Violators are subject to fines.
Collect and transport your recyclables in re-usable containers. Containers to be taken away by

residents.
Non-residents are invited to bring their recyclables to the Center.
The Center does not accept hazardous waste. For additional information see the Site Manager.
Some bulky items and waste material such as furniture or appliances, rugs, tires, etc. are

accepted at the transfer station, Lower Road, Linden. For information call 351-8770
The President of the Recycling Association is Bob Sommerich. (908) 889-1891 or you can

reach the Fanwood Director of Public Works, Raymond Manfra at (908) 322-7404.

FANWOOD
RECYCLING INFORMATION

addition, the Association has made donations totaling $16,000 for the benefit of the
community.

Donations made by the Association have gone toward the purchase of benches for the
downtown and local parks, equipment for Fanwood’s Channel 35 and the Public Works
Department, paving and beautification of the Recycling Center, stretcher boards for the
rescue squad and a band for the borough’s Centennial Parade.

Additional information about the Recycling Center may be obtained by calling Bob
Sommerich at (908) 889-1891 or Mr. Ebersole at (908) 889-8347.

HELPING THE COMMUNITY…The Fanwood Recycling Center, oper-
ated by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Association, offers local
organizations an opportunity to earn money through a Saturday work
program, and has also made numerous donations to benefit the community.
Area residents may drop off recyclable materials at the North Avenue
Center on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Scotch Plains
Recreational Facilities

 Facility Basket- Baseball
 and Tennis Field Ball Softball Play- Bocce Picnic Roller Wildlife
 Address Acreage Courts House Court Field Ground Court Area Hockey Preserve

Brookside Park
Hetfield Avenue 29 1 1 1 Y 1 Y Y Y

Crestwood Wildlife
      Sanctuary
Crestwood Road West 4/5 Y

Farley Avenue Park
400 Block Farley Ave. 4 1 1 2 Y

Green Forest Park
Westfield Road and
Evergreen Avenue 3 4 1 Y Y

Greenside Playground
Westfield Road and
Greenside Place 3/4 1 Y Y

Haven Park
Haven Avenue 2 1 Y

Jerseyland Park
Richmond Street and
Beryllium Road 5.4 1 2 1 Y Y

Kramer Manor Park
Evelyn Street off 7 2
Martine Avenue 7 lighted 1 lighted 1 Y

Southside Ballfield
Raritan Road and
Martine Avenue 7 1

Scotch Hills
  Country Club
Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue 29 9 Hole Golf Course, Shag Field, Practice Greens, Pro Shop, Carts

Village Green
Park Avenue and
Front Street 1 Passive Recreation Area – Site of Cultural Arts Summer Programs

Fanwood Parks Provide
Fun Events Year-Round

The Fanwood Recreation Commission is an active organization which sponsors a variety
of activities throughout the year. It is also responsible for maintaining and upgrading
buildings and equipment at La Grande Park and Forest Road Park in the borough.

Currently chaired by Fred Leahy, the commission is comprised of eight commissioners,
along with Executive Director Kevin Ewing, Assistant Director Scott Brelinsky and
Council Liaison Kathy Mitchell.

Among the activities sponsored by the commission are an art program for children and
adults, a basketball program, a pottery class, soccer and hockey clinics, a summer day
program and summer movie program, an Easter Egg Hunt, “Memorial Day in the Park”
and a Halloween parade program.

Both La Grande and Forest Road parks offer state-of-the-art playground equipment, as
well as tennis and basketball courts. Forest Road Park additionally has a roller hockey rink,
and La Grande features permanently-installed chess tables. Ice-skating is another featured
activity at La Grande during the winter.

The La Grande Park building, with a capacity of 50, is rented out to local groups for
meetings and other activities.

Funding for upkeep of the parks come from Borough Council allocations, grants and
programs such as the “Buy-a-Brick” program.

This fundraiser enables individuals to purchase bricks for a walkway in LaGrande Park
which can be inscribed with the contributor’s name or a dedication.

For further information about the Recreation Commission, Mr. Ewing may be reached
at (908) 889-2080.

Interesting Web Sites
www.goleader.com
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

www.visitscotchplains.com
Township of Scotch Plains

www.fanwoodnj.com
Borough of Fanwood

www.westfieldnj.com
Town of Westfield

www.unioncountynj.org
The County of Union

www.ci.summit.nj.us
City of Summit

www.ucac.com
The Union County Arts Center

www.ucc.com
Union County College

www.njtransit.com
New Jersey Transit

www.njmuseums.com
Listing of Museums in NJ

www.lsc.org
Liberty Science Center

www.inthegardenstate.com
Comcast Online’s Local Web Site

BACK TO NATURE…Members of Boy Scout Troop No. 104 perform trail work at the
Fanwood Nature Center on Cray Terrace last year. Pictured, left to right, are: Steve Cole,
Justin Viglianti, Dave Jensen, Nick Koch, Tim Lee, Pete Mosko, Ben Lee, who organized
the work as his Eagle Scout project, and Dan Granda. The center, which marked its 25th
anniversary in 1998, is managed by Dean Talcott, Chairman of the Environmental
Commission.

ALL-AMERICAN…Youngsters enthusiastically wave their flags while rollerblading dur-
ing July 4 festivities at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains last year. The park is one of several
around the township which offer a variety of recreational activities.
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Marro. D’Annunzio win
In Slo-pitch

The Scotch Plains Softball
League is getting as pre-
dictable as
(bleep!), with
s u r p r i s e s
turning up
all over.
The sec-
o n d
week of
p l a y
e n d e d
with four
of six-
t e e n
t e a m s
unbeaten in
two in each di-
vision.

Jerseyland
and Sevell’s
stayed un-
marked as both
recorded victo- ries again.
They have wasted no time showing
people they belong in the league.
Jerseyland bombarded Capital
Savings 22-12 as Cotton McCoy,
Bunny Hearns and Greg Booth all
hit round trippers. Coach Pete
Osborn of Capital must regroup
his troupe soon to stay in the race.

Sevell’s took care of Duke’s
Subs in quick fashion 14-6. It was
Lou Arnone and Dan Dunkel belt-
ing the homers in this one as
Sevell’s took control early and
never trailed. Barry’s Frame Shop
started their move as Post 209B
and Scotchwood Liquors fell vic-
tim to Barry’s solid hitting and
excellent defense. Mike Bauman
has now gone 13-14 in the first
three outings while Mike
Fredericks hit two hit’s against
209B. Scotchwood was a 18-10
loser and the Post fell 23-3. Post
209B won their other game of the
week, coming back from eight run
deficit to burn D & Z 14-6.

Over in the A Division, Frank
Rossi is a happy man these days as
his Marra team won their second
straight, a win over Third Colony.
Mike Ramer stays on his tear at

the plate. D’Annunzio Bros. beat Jade
Isle 11-3 to go 2-0 in the early cam-

paign, For Jade Isle it looks like a
long hot summer.

Sangu l iano
evened their

record at 1-
1 with
a
close

4-3 vic-
t o r y
over a
t o u g h
2 0 9 A
t e a m .

Fred Caterers, after an opening day
loss, storms back to beat D & R 15-8.
Ed Zazzali, L Fusselman and Ken
Green combined for ? hits in the win.

Remember the trade deadline
ends midnight tonight as rosters must
be turned in.

Stars of the week —
1. Mike Bauman-13 for 14 at bats-
not bad
1. Ed Zazalli-hitting at a .875 clip

STANDINGS:
B Division -

1. Jerseyland AC 3-0
2. Sevell’s 2-0
3. Barry’s 2-1
4. Duke’s Subs 1-1
5. Post 209B 1-2
6. Scotchwood Liq. 1-2
7. Capital Savings 0-2
8. D&Z 0-2

A Division-
1. Marra Const. 2-0
2. D’AnnunzioBros. 2-0
3. Freds Caterers 1-1
4. Post 209A 1-1
5. Sang’s 1-1
6. Third Colony 1-1
7. Jade Isle 0-2
8. D & R 0-2

Memories! Do You

John’s Meat Market led
by their brilliant player-
manager Vince Losavio
defeated the strong
Continentel team by scores
of 10-9 and 8-5. John’s
Market thus becomes the
1970 Senior Softball
Champs and will proudly
wear their crown so right-
fully earned. Both games
of the world series saw
plenty of hitting, good
and daring base
running and spar-
kling defense espe-
cially by the meat
cutters.

In the first game,
the Continentels
jumped off to a
seven-run lead fea-
turing key doubles by
George Kelly, Rich
Marks and Gene
Szecizana. However,
John’s bounced back
with two runs in the
next inning and ex-
ploded for six runs in
the big fifth inning. In that
inning pitcher Dennis
Pedicini walked three bat-
ters in a row and then the
big bats of George Ballow,
Hal Wowchuck, Pete
Tierney, Leo Coniff and
Vinny Losavio exploded

which shocked manager Joe
Triano. Vinny Losavio
knocked in 6 runs in this big
game and great plays by third
basemen Leo Confff and
shortstop Pete Teirney helped

to stymie the defend-
ing champions.

In game two,
the Continentels

jumped off to a 4-2 -
lead in the fourth in-

ning before John’s
again exploded fea-
turing four runs bat-
ted in by manager
Vinnie Losavio. Tom
Jackson hit a bases
loaded double and
Paul Hiltz and George
Ballow singled driving
in two more runs, The
market men turned
over four double plays
to kill rallies and three
in the first game for
an unbelievable total
of seven in the two
games.

John’s Meat Mar-
ket which has gone to the play-
offs over the past four years
put it all together this year in
winning their first world se-
ries. Many spectators and
veteran baseball mentors
stated that this club is one of
the best softball teams

Scotch Plains Recreation Has a Glorious
Past and Looks Toward the Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Enthusiastic, caring citizens have been responsible
for the success of the Scotch Plains Recreational pro-
grams. From the organization of the Board of Recre-
ation Commissioners in 1946 until the present day,
these concerned citizens have successfully turned over
responsibility to their sons, daughters a n d
grandchildren.

The Board has in
the past and still con-
sists of seven members who
serve from one to five years with-
out compensa- tion. The Board has
policy-making responsibilities for the
recreation pro- gram, operation of Scotch
Hills Golf Course and long-range planning
for future recre- ational sites. Presently
Town Man- ager Tom Atkins places
the mem- bers of the board.

“ T o m Atkins has done a
very good job in placing people on
the com- mission so that he is sensitive
to the feelings of everybody in the community,” said
Recreation Chairman Ed Zazzali.

Farley Avenue Recreation Park became Scotch Plains’
first recreational park in 1947. Located on East Second
Street, Front Street and Farley Avenue the five-acre
park consists of two baseball diamonds, swings, a
basketball court and several additional facilities.

Brookside Park Wildlife Preserve was dedicated in
1976 and is located on Hetfield Avenue. Brookside
features a softball field, picnic facilities and facilities

for children.
Located off Plainfield Road near

Scotch Hills Golf Course, construc-
tion began on Jerseyland Field in 1979.
Aside from a softball field, some play-
ground facilities exist.

Three men’s softball leagues, The
Scotch Plains slo-pitch, the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers slo-pitch and the Jewish
Community Center play the
majo r - ity of their
g a m e s
at ei-
t h e r
Brookside,
Jerseyland or
Farley. Each
league has
been in ex-
istence for more then
t w e n t y years.

Proud of the long success of these
leagues, Zazzali pointed out that,
“These leagues and responsibilities
have been handed down over the years
to people who are residents. These
people take pride in their work.”

Zazzali stressed, “It’s not just orga-
nizing the pro- grams, it’s
making sure that everything is
taken care of.”

Prior to Z a z z a l i ,
D e n n i s Pedicini
was the chair-
m a n . L i k e
Zazzali ,
Pedicini ex- h i b -
ited pride in h i s
work. “Dennis was part
of the recre- ation com-
mission for 15 years as well
as running the s o f t b a l l
league and be- ing a player.
Dennis still umpires and
cares.”

Z a z z a l i added, “He
owned a children’s gar-
ment store right in the center
of town. He was part of the commu-
nity. He is still involved in recreation.
He was the one who got me involved
in recreation.”

Boothe Field which hosts the Scotch
Plains Youth Baseball League was
developed in 1954 and is owned by
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation. Greenside Playground and
Green Forest Park lo-
cated off Westfield Road
and Evergreen followed
suit in 1962. Green For-
est features tennis courts
and both provide facili-
ties for children and civic
groups.

In 1964, the town acquired
nine holes of the Shady Rest Coun-
try Club which is presently known as
the Scotch Hills Golf Course. The
clubhouse was originally an old farm
house owned by Ephrain Tucker.

Zazzali wanted to be sure that
people knew that recreation in Scotch
Plains is really for everybody. “We
have Dianne Ledder who is serving
her fourth five-year term. So you not
only have younger people who have
younger kids but you also have older
people on the commission who keep
the seniors in mind. It’s that kind of
relationship which give you longev-
ity.”

Recently, plans have been drawn
for the construction of Ash Brook

Park possibly to be located at the section of
the Ash Brook Reservation near Martine
Avenue and Old Raritan Road. The park
could feature two soccer fields, two softball/
baseball fields, proposed lighting for the
fields, a .75-mile walking path, a concession
stand and parking for 110 cars.

The Recreation Commission feels that ap-
proval would be good pay back from the
county for a tract of land the township gave
Union County several decades ago. The
Martine Avenue ex- tension was being
completed and the t o w n of Scotch
Plains sold, for o n e
dollar, 54 acres to t h e
county so that they

could complete i t .
The deeds

were
d r a w n
up in
1 9 5 8

and the project was com-
pleted in the mid sixties.

“We were number four on the master plan
for the county that they were going to develop
a park for us,” said Zazzali. “Since then, the
county structure had changed and that is why
the project never came into being yet.”

Presently, there are high hopes of getting
an approval for Ash Brook Park.

Scotch Plains History
Information Wanted:
Anyone who has credible informa-

tion, pictures, etc. of the early days of
the organizations, leagues, activities,
etc. which occurred at the various fields
and parks of Scotch Plains, please con-
tact Dave Corbin of The Times at (908)
232-4407. Pictures, articles, etc. will
be scanned and returned.

James “Gang” Rides High;
Knocks Off St. Patrick, 9-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

The St. James “Gang” rode wild and free once
again, striking terror and fear, as they snaked
first-place St. Patrick, 9-4. and slithered to within
one-half a game of first in the Saints Division of
the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League at
Jerseyland Park in Scotch Plains on August 23.
Co-“Gang” leader Matt Hoelzel and henchman
Joe Dolan both went three-for-three and fellow
outlaw Dennis Hercel pitched in with a two-run
triple.

Bang! Bang! Bang! The “Gang” burst out of
their hideout and seized a 6-1 lead in the bottom
of the first. Tom Ulichny hammered a

shot to right that was
snagged by Pietrucha for
the first out. Matt
Hoelzel whacked a

single to center and
Jim Hoelzel

hacked a

single over
second. Both base-run-

ners tagged up and ad-
vanced on Ed Belford’s fly

out to right, then Terry Gallagher tied
the game with an RBI single to left.

The seizure continued when Darryl Eaton
looped an RBI single to right. Hercel stepped up
and thumped his two-run triple to deep left field,
then Stan Lesniewski lashed an RBI single past
third. Dolan plopped a single over second, then
Lesniewski scored when Barattucci’s grounder
was overthrown.

St. “Pat” Luongo led off the second with a
triple to right-center but was later thrown out at
home when he tagged up and attempted to score
on Jerry Baker’s fly out to left. Matt Hoelzel
tapped his second single in the bottom of the
second but the James “Gang” failed to steal any
runs.
St. Patrick 101 001 1 4
St. James 603 000 x 9

John’s Meat Market
Takes Sr. League Title

Spector Leads Batters In
Senior League

By Steve Coleman
At the midpoint of this year’s Senior League season,

Rick Sector holds a slim lead over a strong field as the
league’s top batter. Rick is now batting a respectable .500
and has 15 walks to his credit.
Top Ten Batters (based on 20 at bats):
  1. R. Sector - Cards: .500
  2. B. Ruggiero - Cubs: .462
  3. T. Coleman - Twins: .455
  4. F. Carlino - Angels: .455
  5. C. Fears - Cubs: .429
  6. J. Leahy - Pirates: .428
  7. J. Sweet - Tigers: .391
  8. C, Hermit - Cubs: .364
  9. J. Weiss - Cubs: .350
10. J. Nicholson - Astros: .348
Pitching (2 or more decisions)
F. Carlino - 4-0
M, Foy - 4-0
T . Coleman - 3-2
B Flagg - 2-0
C, Fears - 2-0
D o u b l e s : Charles,
Coleman,
Yessman,
H o f f m a n ,
Lep insky ,
Gordon - 2
each.
T r i p l e s :
C o l e m a n ,
Weiss - 2 each.
Home Runs: Grogg (2)
Walks: S.
D’Annunzio (20)
Stolen Bases: Ruggiero ,
Laspe, S. D’Annunzio, Parsons, Coleman — 7 each.

Team Batting:
Cubs .278
Tigers .268
Cards .249
Astros .244
Pirates .220
Twins .217
Angels .216
Athletics .169
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Specially Written for Our Towns

A meeting by a small group of men in the
basement of Bill Egan’s home on Cray Terrace in
t h e summer of 1942 became the birth of the
rec - reation program in Fanwood. In the

1942, Samuel Schwartz, a home
building contractor, kindly cleared
a wooded tract of land and leased
it for a dollar a year to the group.

The residents, recognized as
the Fanwood Recreation Asso-
ciation, rid the rocks, leveled

the ground, created
the baseball dia-
mond and erected a
wooden grandstand
originally for the
kids. Later, the fa-

thers formed the Old Men’s Softball League
on the location which is now known as La
Grande Park.

T h e
Fanwood
P l a y -
ground

officially opened in 1944. In the beginning, pickup
games of softball were played and, after World
War II, the veterans returned and began to join
the group. With so much interest, the pickup
softball games evolved into an organized league.
In addition, the Borough of Fanwood purchased
the playground for $14,000 and added tennis and
basketball courts and a skating rink.

The softball association reached its peak in the
mid-1950’s. many families moved from Brook-
lyn and Queens and settled in Fanwood. The New
York Yankees were seizing World Series
t i t l e s after World Series
t i t l e s under Casey Stengel
a n d the Brooklyn Dodg-
e r s under Walter

Alston and the New York Giants
under Leo “the lip” Durocher were always trying
to dethrone them. Eventually, eight teams were
formed in Fanwood: Willoughby Road, Russell
Road, Hunter Avenue, Shady Lane, Poplar Place,
Marian Avenue, Sun Valley and Montrose Av-
enue.

The Fanwood Board of Recreation Commis-
sioners was formed in 1965 and was comprised
predominantly of members of the Fanwood Rec-

reation Association. During that time, Forest
Road Park was built on the site of an old swamp
that was used as a skating pond in winter.

Along with the softball league, all aspects of
recreation were flourishing in the 1950’s and
1960’s.

“I used to attend the summer programs at the
park as a kid and used to be a councilor in my high
school years. I would go down to the park every
night and watch the games,” said former Fanwood
Softball League Commissioner and umpire Bob
Brelinsky.

“There were literally hundreds of kids
getting involved in the recre-

ation programs. Now days,
that number for whatever

reason, has dwindled to
25 or 30,” added

Brelinsky “I can re-
member, within

that program, we
had an organized
softball league of
eight teams. Any-
one who could
put on a glove and
swing a bat could
play.”

Brelinsky took over the reins from former
League President Bill Newell in 1995. “Before,
they were called League Presidents and they
were actual playing members of the league.”
explained Brelinsky.

Brelinsky, who has fond memories of the
league, became a member in 1971 when he was
21 years old. “Back then, you had to be either 21
or married to play. T h a t
rule has since disap-
peared,” com-
mented Brelinsky.
“When I started
playing, it was an
older league. A
lot of the origi-

nal members were still playing. It was very high-
quality play then. The teenagers just couldn’t
wait to be old enough to play in the league.”

The demand for use of the two Fanwood fields,
La Grande and Forest Road Park, has always
been great. Presently, in addition to recreation
programs, the parks are being used by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools for some of their
middle school and high school athletic programs.

Fanwood Recreational
Facilities Information
Should anyone desire to find more

information about enrolling their chil-
dren in the various recreational programs,
please call (908) 322-0208.

Fanwood History
Information Wanted:
Anyone who has credible information,

pictures, etc. of the early days of the
organizations, leagues, activities, etc.
which occurred at the various fields and
parks of Fanwood, please contact Dave
Corbin of The Times at (908) 232-4407.
Pictures, articles, etc. will be scanned
and returned.

Shady Lane Prevails;
Survive Hunters, 10-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Counting on the deceptive pitching style of
newcomer Neil Kamler, the Shady Lane boys
held off a late surge by the Hunter Avenue
predators to come up with a 10-9 victory in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association action
at La Grande Park in Fanwood on June 16. Shady
slugger Sean Kelly clob-bered a grand slam
home run which touched
off an eight-run explo-
sion in the fourth inning.

The Shady Laners
also got a superb de-
fensive effort from t h i r d
baseman Doug H e i n t z
w h o snagged
e v e r y -
thing

which came his way.
Heintz was involved in eight smooth fielding
plays which included a slick double play, a great
backhand stab, a fine catch of a foul ball and a tag
to nail a runner attempting to steal third.

In the bottom of the third, Heintz made a
fabulous backhand stab of a steaming grounder
off the bat of Al Manzi and tossed the ball to first
for the out. Then, Shady Lane returned to the
plate in the fourth to touch off its big, eight-run
inning.

The Hunters closed in and narrowed the score
to 10-9 in the sixth. Wein poked a single to
center, Rossy bopped an RBI single past short
and Kevin Ewing laid down another bunt single.

Frank Cuccaro knocked an RBI single to left
and Manzi mashed an RBI single up-the-middle.

After Shady Lane failed to score in the
seventh, Kamler, the pitcher, raised his eye-
brows and jokingly commented, “Gee! I guess
there is no pressure here.”.....
Shady Lane 100 801 0 10
Hunter 100 053 0 9

FOMSA Standings:
(As of June 16)

TEAM W L Pct.
Russell Rd 7 2 1 .778
Sun Valley 4 2 1 .667
Willoughby 6 3 1 .667
Hunter 4 4 0 .500
Marion 3 4 1 .429
Shady Lane 3 5 0 .375
Montrose 2 5 0 .286
Poplar 2 6 0 .250

(Results from June 9 to June 16)
Hunter 11, Sun Valley 4
Willoughby 13, Montrose 11
Sun Valley 14, Poplar 5
Russell Road 9, Montrose 3
Willoughby 9, Marian 3

Marian Avenue Fells
Poplar Place, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Fantastic defense prevailed at La Grande Park
in Fanwood when the Marian Avenue team
squeaked out a 2-1 victory over the Poplar Place
squad in Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
c i a - tion action on June 8. The

Marian men pulled off
three double plays and

both teams added sev-
eral outstanding field-

ing plays.
Needless to

say, the pitching
p e r - f o r -
mances were
also outstanding. Manny
Perez pitched six in-
nings, allowing just

f i v e hits and three walks
whi le striking out two for
Marian before being relieved by
ace Pete Lima, who slammed the door
in the seventh, allowing only one single.

Poplar pitcher Bill Newell was un-
touchable in the first three innings as he retired
the first nine Marian batters. Despite pulling a
muscle in his back, Newell continued with a
fine performance and finished allowing
only three hits, one which was a per-
fect bunt, and one intentional

walk while record-
ing one strikeout.
It appeared that the

game may have been an
offensive battle

w h e n
Mike

K e l l y
of Poplar
led off with
a single to r i g h t f i e l d
and Kevin Newell followed
with a base- on-balls. With run-
ners on first and second, the
threat was doused when Dasti
scooped a grounder, tagged
s e c o n d and fired to
first for a double

play. Then
t h e threat was extin-

gu ished when Perez
grabbed a grounder and

threw the runner out heading to first.....
Poplar Place 000 001 0 1
Marian Avenue 000 110 x 2

Scotch Plains
downs Fanwood
In All-Star game

SCOTCH PLAINS - Paul
Stizza’s three-run homer and |Den-
nis Pedicini’s 15th mound victory
powered the Scotch Plains All-Stars
past the Fanwood All-Stars in a
recreation softball game 7-1 yester-
day.

The winners scored five runs |in
the fifth inning on hits by Ken
Booth, Rod Spencer, |Pedicini and
Stizza’s blast off loser Pete Marini,
31-4. Art Coon was voted the Most
Valuable Player by getting three
hits and playing an outstanding
defensive game for Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Recreation Spans
More Than Half a Century

Remember When?
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Fourth-seeded Mt. Olive was
startled early by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
and never recovered from the
trauma as the Raiders grabbed an
8-2 victory in the quarterfinal
round of the North 2, Group 3
tournament in Flanders on May
20. Striking like cobras, Jen
Stewart drilled a double on
the first pitch of the game
and Diana Mendez
doubled on the very next
to shift the momentum to the Raid-
ers’ side.

After Mendez brought Stewart home with
her double, she then advanced to third on

the throw, Katie Church sailed an RBI
sacrifice fly to right field to give the Raid-
ers a 2-0lead.

In the bot- tom of the first, Mt.
Olive loaded the bases with no outs;

but disaster was averted
when Mendez, the sec-

ond baseman, snagged a
line drive and quickly tossed the ball

to third for a double play. Sophomore
pitcher Alicia Piniat struck out the next
batter to escape the inning.

Relieved and still charged up in the
second, the Raiders put together three
hits, five stolen bases and a walk and
took advantage of four Mt. Olive er-

rorsto extend their lead to 8-1........
Sc Plns-Fanwood 260 000 0 8
Mt. Olive 110 000 0 2

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Raider Diamond Girls Rattle
Mt. Olive, 8-2, in Sectionals

RUSS, BERKOWITZ (4); WAGNER, ROWE (3) 1STS

Nation’s Longest Reign Ends;
Raider Boys Defeat Devils
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

History has been made. The Nation’s
longest winning streak of
42 consecutive titles has
finally been broken.
But it was a battle
all the way. The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys
s w i m m i n g
team defeated
the fine
W e s t f i e l d
High School
boys, 323.5-
304, to grab
first place in the
Union County
Swimming Tour-
nament in Eliza-
beth on February 6.

All good things must come to an end and in this
case, when it did, none of the Blue Devils should
ever be ashamed because they did their best.

Therefore, they too were winners. The
Blue Devils elevated the bar and set a

lofty goal for their Raider competi-
tors to attain. The result

was the improve-
ment of both

teams.
“ I t

was ab-
solutely
incred-
i b l e , ”
s a i d
Raider
H e a d
C o a c h
Jess ica

Hulnik. “It seems
like we defied history.”

Wrestling with her thoughts, Hulnik added. “I
don’t know how to describe this. I can’t put it into
words. When I got into the bus, I just did not know
what to say to the team.”

Raider senior Dave Russ captured first in the
50-yard freestyle and in the 100-yard freestyle
with respective times of :22.47 and :49.66. He
also swam the anchor leg on both the winning
200-yard freestyle and on the 200-yard medley
relay. Blue Devil Cliff Haldeman placed second
behind Russ in both the 50 and 100-yard events
with respective times of :23.52 and :51.92........

Soccer Raiders Ground
Lady Cardinals, 7-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team came to life in Scotch Plains on
October 6 and shot down the Plainfield Cardi-
nals, 7-0. Sophomore Hana Pardon and junior
Renee Zidonik riddled the Cardinal with two
goals each.

Pardon drew first blood with just 2:50 off the
clock when she took a pass and ripped the net,
making the score 2-0. Nearly eight minutes later
Zidonik, on a pass from Jill Koscielecki, bashed
a shot past the Cardinal keeper. Next, it was
Koscielecki’s turn. With 8:00 remaining
in the half, she rippled the net to
j u m p the score to 3-0.
Later, w i t h
1 : 1 0 l e f t ,
Kerri
Quinn
took

a direct
k i c k

f r o m 3 0 -
y a r d s o u t
near the r ight

s ide-
line and looped
the ball over t h e
keeper’s outstretched fingertips to boost the
score to 4-0.

The Raiders were far from finished. Pardon
attacked again just :35 into the second half
unassisted from 18-yards out for her second
goal. Nine minutes and twenty seconds later,
Zidonik whizzed a left-footed shot from 19
yards in front of the goal which caused undula-
tions in the net........

Raiders Daze, Confuse
Linden Tigers, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Abuse was indeed on the minds of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soccer boys when
they hosted Linden on September 23 and
blazed to a 7-0 victory. Junior

Mike Zotti led the
o f - fensive surge

with a hat
trick and team-

mate Jeff Fiorino
zinged the net twice.
From the opening

whistle, the Raiders displayed their offensive
fury which left the Tigers dazed and confused.
Fiorino netted the first goal from inside the box
8:55 into the game with an assist from Zotti.

Zotti got a feed from senior Eugene Ferrara,
wove around the goalie and nailed the second
goal with 14:21 off the clock. Next, Ferrara with
an assist from Brett Wissinger drove toward the
goal and put the Raiders ahead, 3-0, 29:23 into
the first half.........

Pilkington Takes
Second in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Raider senior Carolyn Pilkington made her
fourth finals appearance at first singles in the
Union County Tournament and com-
peted against Oak Knoll’s Tory

Zawacki, Pilkington defi-
nitely had her work cut out for
h e r against one of the most
talented players in the
nation.

Pilkington
said, “I do n o t
want to get
into a bang- i n g
match with h e r .
She is pow- erful and I am
not that big. So hopefully, I can
be intelligent out there. I will use
some drop shots, maybe bring
her into the net and see how her
volleys go. She is a big girl
and has a lot of range so maybe I will
keep the ballclose inside.”

Pilkington played well and worked her strat-
egy; however, Zawacki proved to be proficient in
every aspect of her game and won, 6-1, 6-1.....

Lady Raiders Grab
Second in Group 3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls placed second to Morris Hills in the North

2, Group 3 girls track and field
championships held in

Flanders on May 21-22. The
Raiders totaled 57 points to
Morris Hills’ 78.

Raider Erin Brandt took
fifth in the 400-intermedi-
ate event with a time of
1:08.3 and team- mate Jayme
Ferraro crossed sixth at 1:09.5.
Raider Erin Kelly was just
nosed out for third in the 800-
meters and settled for fourth
with personal- best time of
2:23.1.

“I knew that I probably wasn’t going
to get first, but I decided to just stay
with them (the leaders), then on the
second lap just to go as fast as I could,”
said Kelly of her ef- fort in the 800-meters.

Kelly also teamed with Brandt, Ann Espinoza
and Jillian Koscielecki in the final event of the
tournament, the 4x400 meters, and won with a
time of 4:06.2.

Raider Katie Feighner placed second in the
shot put with a distance of 35’8.5” and placed
fourth in the javelin with a great throw of
101’3”. Raider Stacy Bushinger took third in
the 100 meters with a time of 13.1 and also
grabbed sixth in the long jump with a leap of
14’6”.

Christina Hillman captured fifth at 32’6.5”.
Raider Kari Whitley took third in the discus
with a throw of 94’4” followed by Feighner at
91’10”. Teammate Ruth Rohrer placed sixth at
89’9”. Hillman also took fourth in the high
jump with a leap of 4’10”.........

Raider Nine Finish Season
Defeating Crusaders, 8-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Going out a winner was just what the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School baseball team did
when they stopped A. L. Johnson, 8-5, in Clark on
May 20. Junior Dave Herrmann and seniors Joe
Franzone and Kevin Voessler provided the offen-
sive edge as they combined for eight hits and five
RBI.

Raider pitcher Kevin Schenk made easy work
of the Crusaders in the bottom of the inning,
allowing only a walk to D a v e
D’Antonio.

The Raiders unloaded
their offensive arsenal in
the third. Voessler
hacked the ball to second
and beat out the throw after
the second b a s e m a n
t e m p o r a r i l y baubled it.
Tim Pai sizzled a single off the
glove of the pitcher and
F r a n z o n e poked an RBI
single to right and moved to
second on the throw to
h o m e . Herrmann
drilled a t w o - r u n
single up the middle
to give the Raiders a
4-2 lead.

The bat- t e r i n g contin-
ued when S c h e n k tapped
an RBI single to cen- t e r ,
Ed Jack- son reached first on an
error, then Hahner walked to load the bases.
After Goehry grounded out, the Crusader first
baseman attempted to throw out the runner head-
ing to third but the ball sailed out of play and two
more runs scored. Voessler made the score 8-2
with an RBI double to left-center...........
Sc Plns-Fanwood 107 000 0 8
A. L. Johnson 021 200 0 5
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(908) 232-0781 (908) 233-0130

Fairview Cemetery

1100 East Broad St.
P.O. Box 850 • Westfield, N.J. 07091

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian • Lot-Owner Cemetery

110 Picturesque Acres

Call For Further Information • Brochures Available

Family Lots, Graves, Community Mausoleums and Cremation Niches
Are Available For Your Personal Selection.

Faithfully Serving The Westfield Community Since 1868

 David Nowicki
Everson F. Pearsall
John Ricker
Donald W. Mac Donald

Charles E. Roberts
Barbara Vincentsen
Anthony Scutti
Franklyn Sullebarger

TRUSTEES 1999
Frank J. Abella, Jr. ....................... President
Arthur C. Fried ............................ Vice-President
Richard M. Ralph ......................... Secretary/Treasurer
Steven J. Burke ............................. Assistant Secretary

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Tony Melendez and Jim
Feeley of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood earned their first re-
gional crowns at the Region 3
championships in Union on
March 6.

In his quarterfinal bout at 132,
Melendez defeated Pat Hu of
Parsippany, 8-4, then crushed
Rob Verhoeven of Cranford with
a 15-0 technical fall in 3:19.
The title bout was a thriller.
Melendez and second-seeded
BrandonKaufman of

D e l b a r t o n
matched strate-
gies. The bout

was tied, 5-5,
a s
t h e
buzzer
t o
e n d
t h e
third
p e -
r iod blared, but
the real excitement was yet to
come.

Melendez then won a sud-
den-death :30 period by pre-
venting Kaufman from escap-

ing, he would win. He did!
“It reminded me of my match

with Cordova,” said Melendez
of his bout with Kaufman. “I lost
all feeling in my arms. I was
numb. I tried to concentrate on
my stance and he kept coming
up on me.”

Feeley, seeded second at
heavyweight, began his drive to
the title with an 11-7 decision
over Greg Bartholomew of
Irvington, then topped Roger
Attieh of Bayley-Ellard, 3-2. In
the title bout, Feeley defeated
nemesis Mike Munoz of Roselle
Park, 6-1.

“I got him. I knew that I was
g o - ing to do it,” re-

s p o n d e d
Feeley.
“ I
thought
that I
should
have

had a
takedown earlier but I got it

done. I can’t complain about
that. I did not take any stupid
shots this time, only shots that
were going to work. He got me
in the counties, but this one was
the real one. I’m so happy!”....

Melendez, Feeley Capture
NJ Region 3 Mat Crowns

JONES GETS 5 TD’S, 361 TOTAL YDS, 2 INT

Big Raider Gridmen Outrun
Spirited Blue Devils, 47-23

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Keeping up with “the Jones” can be
very difficult; es- pecially if it re-
fers to senior Nathan Jones
w h o r u s h e d
f o r 3 1 8
yards,
snag-
ged a
4 3 -
yard
p a s s
recep-
t i o n , m a d e
two in- terceptions
and net- ted five
t o u c h - downs as un-
beaten Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School outran Westfield, 47-23, in
Scotch Plains on October 2. Previously,
in this decade, the Raiders managed to
defeat the Blue Devils only once which
was in 1996 by a score of 13-12.

“Their size got to us and they wore us
down as the game progressed,” com-
mented Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina. “They have a good team this
year.”

On third down from the 37, Schiller
passed right to Jones, who then sailed 43
yards to the Blue Devil 14. Next, full-
back Gary Cousar bashed to the 10, then
Jones took a pitchout and breezed into
the endzone with :14 left in the quarter.

The Blue Devils had their next march
halted abruptly when Jones intercepted
on the 11 and dashed to midfield. Several
plays later, with 2:38 left in the half,

Cousar banged in for the touchdown.
D o u g Gillie’s extra point

was good, making
the score 13-

3.
M o -

ments
later,
Jones

read the play,
intercepted
Giacone’s

pass and returned
the ball to t h e
Westfield 27.

T h e Raiders ground
to the two where Cousar
blast through for the touch-
down with just :25 left of the half. Later,
Jones slanted off tackle then galloped
down the middle for a 57-yard touch-
down.

Lightning struck again with 8:13 re-
maining when Jones, found an opening,
shook some tackles and bolted 59 yards
for his fourth touchdown. Jones fifth touch-
down came on a eight-run slant, three
plays after Wes Warchol blocked a punt
and Sergio Pereira leaped on the ball....
Westfield 3   0 13   7 23
Sc Plns-Fanwood 6 14   6 21 47

Raider Gymnasts Spin
Brearley Bears, 98.6-52.1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for Our Towns

Sophomores Jackie Lavery and Lindsay Church
each captured two first places to breeze the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gymnastics
team past the Brearley Bears, 98.6-52.1 in Scotch
Plains on September 30. The
Raider girls swept the top
three places in ev- ery event.

Lavery flew through the
air, performing a hand- spring with a
full twisting dis- mount to
place first in the vaulting
with an 8.7. S h e
c o m - b i n e d
h e r a m a z -
i n g

s t r e n g t h a n d
flex- ibility while
performing various hand- stand po-
sitions then exploded with a back flip
to win the balance beam event
with an 8.5. Lavery also placed
second on the uneven bars with an
8.2.

Lindsay Church, as with all three top place
winners on the uneven bars, performed gracious
giant swings to win the event with a mark of 8.6.
Church also won the floor exercise with an 8.6
and placed third in the vault with an 8.3.

Junior Rachel Eannucci placed second in the
vault at 8.4 and on the beam at 7.75 and tied for
second with senior Co-Captain Diana Filo in the
floor with a mark of 8.15. Filo also finished third
on the beam with a 7.7.

Sophomore Megan Grabel did a superb job on
the unevens, performing a giant swing to place
third at 8.0. She also placed third in the floor
exercises with an 8.0........

High School Sports Programs
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“A family practice dedicated to your family’s dental health”

567 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains
Conveniently located across from Park Middle School

908-322-7800

SERVING THE SCOTCH PLAINS COMMUNITY SINCE 1959

  

New Patient Exam Tooth Whitening Full or Partial
Dentures

• Complete Dental Exam
• Full Series X-Rays

• Treatment Plan Presentation

With this coupon (Reg. $160)
Not valid with any other offer Expires 12/31/99

FREE

Make your smile
 the whitest it can be!

 Upper & Lower Whitening

With this coupon (Reg. $425)
Not valid with any other offer Expires 12/31/99

$350.00
With this coupon (Reg. $1,150)

Not valid with any other offer Expires 12/31/99

Same Day Denture Repairs
Laboratory on Premises

• Full Upper or Lower Denture
• Partial Upper or Lower Denture

$950.00

GENERAL  DENTISTRY

Welcoming you to join our family of patients

• Complete dental care for the entire family in a
comfortable modern office

• Comprehensive exams and treatment planning
utilizing intra-oral video camera

• Tooth whitening, porcelain veneers, & cosmetic
bonding

• Sterilization of all instruments, including
handpieces, for your safety and peace of mind

• Emergency denture repairs in 1 hour
• Overdentures for Implants
• Full and partial dentures

DENTURES & SAME DAY REPAIRS

• Endodontic (root canal therapy)
• Emergencies handled gently and promptly
• Most insurance plans accepted and computerized

claims processing
• Mastercard, Visa, Discover, Mac, and American

Express welcome
• No fee for consultations

• Emergency denture replacement in 48 hours
• Relines: Same day service
• Immediate dentures

DAY AND EVENING  APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Dr. Robert V. Scalera • Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr.
Dr. Martin L. Marks

(Practice limited to Endodontics, Specialty Permit #3689)


