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Postal Officials Explain Out-of-Town
Process of Mailing Routes and Times

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

In response to residents’ questions
about mail routes and times, The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood  in-
terviewed several local postmasters,
as well as the U.S. Postal Service
about mailing routes in Westfield
and to out-of-town locations.

Subscribers in Garwood, Clark and
Cranford have asked The Times why
it takes three to four days longer for
their copy of TheTimes to reach them
when some of them live just over the
Westfield border.

The answer, The Times discovered,
is twofold, due to the routing process
and the class of the mail. Westfield’s
Postmaster Ken Brown explained that
mail to all out-of-town destinations
from most municipalities is not a

direct route, but rather travels through
a central processing facility, before
arriving at its final destination.

The reason for this indirect rout-

ing is because it wouldn’t be practi-
cal to have every small town facility
delivering mail to thousands of other
locations, according to Mr. Brown.
He added that it would not be effi-
cient or affordable, if every town
needed a separate truck for each town
on its delivery route.

Kearny and Newark are the two

mail processing facilities for Central
New Jersey. Mr. Brown said that all
mail coming out of Westfield to any
out-of-town destination is first sent
to the central processing facility in
Kearny. Both processing facilities
have special equipment, which reads
bar codes and zip codes and sorts the
mail into categories.

The machinery sequences the mail
in the exact order of the addresses on
the carrier’s route before being
shipped to the destination’s local post
office and handed over to the carrier.

Dan Quinn, spokesperson for the
National Postal Service, told The
Times that this process, which is
utilized nationwide, is very effi-
cient and actually time saving.

“Ninety-five percent of the time,
first-class mail, whether local or
out-of-town is turned over in 24
hours,” Mr. Quinn explained. “The
machinery that reads bar codes and
zips has improved greatly in the
past 40 years, but is still subject to
human error.”

Jeff LaMarca, Garwood Postmas-
ter, said that this one-day turnover
for first-class mail was a standard,
which most postal facilities tried to

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
ROUTING MAIL...On Tax Day,
this Fanwood postal worker has
her hands full routing mail.
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SP Council Reflects on Sept. 11;
Discusses Township Ceremonies

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Beginning with the prayer at the
start of its meeting, the Scotch Plains
Township Council’s Tuesday night
session was filled with references to
the September 11 terrorist attacks
that claimed the lives of three resi-
dents. Deputy Mayor Frank Rossi
offered an extended prayer that in-
cluded several references to the events
of a year ago as well as recognition of
local fire and rescue personnel who
assisted in the post-attack efforts in
New York City.

Mayor Martin Marks, after ap-
pointing Councilwoman Geri Samuel
to a county advisory committee that
will be dedicating a 9/11 memorial

in the future, expressed his concern
that a year after the attacks, “our
vigilance is being a little bit tem-
pered.”

Several ceremonies were planned
for yesterday in Scotch Plains, in-
cluding one in the morning at the
north side firehouse and an evening
service on the Village Green. At the
end of the council’s meeting, Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool, who ear-
lier had taken a public oath of office
to replace Councilman Guy
Celentano, read a lengthy resolution
that condemned the attacks, ex-
pressed condolences to the families
of the victims and declared yester-
day to be “Always Remember Day.”

Scotch Plains residents Mark

Rothenberg, a passenger aboard the
plane that crashed in Pennsylvania,
and James Walsh, who worked in the
World Trade Center, died on Sep-
tember 11, while township native
Matthew Hornung also perished in
lower Manhattan.

In other business, the council
awarded a $310,937 contract to
Renda Roads, Inc. of Whitehouse for
improvements to Glenside Avenue.
Two-thirds of the funding for the
project will come from the state
Department of Transportation Trust
Fund. Township Manager Thomas
E. Atkins said he was hopeful that
the roadway improvements could be
finished in six to eight weeks.
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Lauren S. Pass for The Times
BUSINESS AS USUAL?...Commuters board a New York-bound NJ Transit train out of the Fanwood Train Station on the morning of September 11, 2002.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
FAMILIES GATHER...During a memorial service at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains, families and members of the community
gather to remember the terrorist attacks that took place one year to the day.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
IN MEMORY...Law enforcement personnel and chiefs from across Union County crowded the John Stamler Police
Academy early Wednesday morning to recall the bravery of those lost on 9/11.

Bill Sheppard for The Times
HALF-STAFF...Cadets from the John Stamler Police Academy lower the flag near a memorial for fallen law enforcement
officers at half-staff.

Fanwood Officials Observe Sept. 11 Anniversary;
Historic Preservation Meeting Is Scheduled

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

On the eve of September 11,
Fanwood’s governing body marked
the one-year anniversary of the tragic
events on that date during its regular
meeting Tuesday night.

The Reverend Donald Hummel of
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
read an invocation commemorating
the event at the outset of the meeting.

Attendees stood during the “In God
We Trust” themed reflection, as well
as for Mayor Louis Jung’s reading of
a September 11 resolution, which
emphasized the “unwavering com-
mitment” of the American people to
remember the fallen and maintain
the country’s way of life.

Observances continued yesterday
with a morning ceremony held by
the Fanwood Fire Department in

memory of their brethren and others
killed in the collapse of the World
Trade Center towers.

An “evening of remembrance” and
dedication was planned later yester-
day on the Village Green in Scotch
Plains. This ceremony represented a
joint effort between Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Additionally, Fanwood’s TV-35
presented special music and images
in memory of Union County resi-
dents, including those from local
communities, who were lost in last
year’s terror attacks.

Under other business Tuesday, a
resolution was presented celebrating
the 75th anniversary of the Munici-
pal Clerks Association of New Jer-
sey.

Several council members specifi-
cally praised the hard work and dedi-
cation of Borough Administrator

Eleanor McGovern, who was present
at the meeting.

Reflecting on her long tenure with
the borough, Councilman Thomas
Ryan, Jr. stated that, “Mayors and
council members come and go, but
clerks live on.”

Four proclamations were read by
Mayor Jung, each paying respect to
members of the community. One
spotlighted Friday, September 20, as
POW/MIA Day, during which the
public was urged to keep in memory
those “captured and missing in ser-
vice” and their profound sacrifice in
the line of duty.

Mayor Jung read two proclama-
tions he had previously presented at
the Chelsea at Fanwood assisted liv-
ing residence.

The first recognized September 8
as National Grandparents Day, while
the second proclamation praised the

assisted living system for providing
an alternative to senior citizens who
require assistance but still wish to
maintain their independence. The
Chelsea will soon have a new wing
with 31 units.

The final proclamation designated
September as National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month.
Mayor Jung pointed out that this is a
“nationwide issue” and stressed the
“critical role of communities” in as-
sisting those seeking “the strength to
recover.”

Councilman Stuart Kline gave a
report from the council’s Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee. Thus
far, 71 percent of the tax levy has
been collected in three collection
dates, totaling $12,399,899. One
collection date remains.

Councilman Michael Brennan re-
ported that in August, there were 32
parking violations, 125 moving vio-
lations and 19 criminal violations. In
addition, 41 parking violations, 168
moving violations and 28 criminal
violations were processed.

Fanwood has received four pro-
posals regarding its downtown revi-
talization program. Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker provided feed-
back from the program’s coordina-
tor, Clayton Pierce, who was very
pleased with the proposals. Mayor




