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BY REV. DARLA TURLINGTON

The four Sundays before Christ-
mas Day comprise the advent sea-
son of the Christian church. Ad-
vent, from Latin for “to come,” is a
time of preparation for the coming
of God.

This watchful waiting of the hu-
man spirit is inherited from the
Israelite ancestors of Judaism and
Christianity, who preserved and
passed on prophetic words of prom-
ise that God would one day visit the
people, bringing justice, righteous-
ness and peace on earth.

It is a hopeful vision that the
human heart does well to keep alive.
It provokes prayers for the peace of
Jerusalem. It enables Christians an-
nually to anticipate the coming of

Christ as a baby born in Bethlehem
— a birth interpreted by Christians
as the incarnation of God, as the
coming of the Lord.

Christians also expect and watch
for the return of Jesus in heavenly
power and glory, the Second Com-
ing, as the completion of the prom-
ises of God’s visitation.

Between the comings, we are
called to work for justice, righ-
teousness, and peace in our own
lives and spheres of influence. Here
again, the Christian calling coin-
cides with the Jewish.

Christianity adds an expectation,
however, for the Christian is not
born into the people of God, but
must voluntarily enter it through
faith. He or she must agree in
thought and will that Jesus’ death
was a divine act of salvation that
makes Jesus one’s Savior and Lord.

Accountability to God, then, be-
comes first a matter of belief and
relationship with Jesus, and sec-
ondarily a matter of behavior con-
sistent with the will of God.

So what does Advent mean for
you? For all citizens of faith, it is a
time to consider your behavior: do
you desire to be righteous your-
self? Are you a force for justice in
your community? Do you pray for
and contribute to movements for
peace around the globe?

For those from the Christian tra-
dition, Advent additionally is a time
to consider your belief: are you
intimately related to the one born
at Christmas, crucified on Good
Friday, resurrected on Easter, and
living in human hearts today
through the power of the Holy
Spirit? If these words do not stir
assent in you, you are not ready for
the coming of God. Advent is the
season to prepare.

*  *  *  *  *
The Reverend Dr. Darla Dee

Turlington officially began as the
Senior Minister of First Baptist De-
cember 1, after nine years as Minis-
ter of Christian Education and Evan-
gelism there. She has been, and re-
mains, Director of Youth Ministries
at the church.

Advent Calls Christians to Seek
True Relationship With the Lord

Scotch Plains Baptist
Candlelight Service

Set for Christmas Eve
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church, located at 333
Park Avenue, will hold its annual Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Service on Sunday,
December 24, at 7 p.m.

During the service, the church choir
will sing “Seasons of Praise,” a Christ-
mas cantata by Joseph and Pamela Mar-
tin. In addition, the congregation will be
invited to sing seasonal carols and the
choir will contribute new anthems to the
service.

The service will conclude with the
lighting of the “Christ Candle” and Pas-
tor Gary Rothwell will challenge
congregants to open their hearts to God’s
love and share it with others.

The public is invited to attend the ser-
vice. For directions or more information,
please call the church at (908) 322-5487.

Christmas Count of Birds
To Take Place This Month

All Saints’ Reveals
Christmas Services

WESTFIELD AREA – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club has announced
that local participants are needed for
the annual Christmas Count, a world-
wide volunteer scientific study which
tracks the status of bird populations.

On Saturday, December 16, counts
sponsored by the Summit Nature Club
will be conducted at the Great Swamp
and the Watchung Ridges.

Volunteers are needed for the
Watchung Reservation, Lenape Park
in Westfield and other locations. In-
terested individuals may call Pete
Axelrod at (908) 464-3933.

On Sunday, December 30, the
Greater Watchung Nature Club, which
has been a count sponsor since 1962,
will cover the Raritan Estuary. Volun-
teer teams will assemble at the
Dutchess Diner in Metuchen at 6:30
a.m. Anyone interested in this project
may call Tom Gillen at (732) 525-
8359 or Walt Blenderman at (908)
757-7754.

For more information regarding
other dates and locales for the Christ-

mas Count, please call the New Jersey
Audubon Society at (908) 766-5787.

Willow Grove Chancel Choir
To Perform Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Chancel

Choir of the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church will present Vivaldi’s Can-
tata, “Gloria,” on Sunday, December
17, at the 10:30 a.m. service.

Richard Ney, Choir Director, will
lead the program. Accompanying the
choir will be a string quartet and Marilyn
Thorne at the organ.

The worship service will include the
ceremony of lighting the Advent
Wreath, a brief meditation by the Rev-
erend Kenneth G. Hetzel, Pastor, on
“Lessons We Can Learn from Chil-
dren,” and the singing of Advent car-
ols. All are welcome to attend.

The Ark Nursery will be open and
available for infants and toddlers. Wil-
low Grove is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

The Mid-Week Bible Study
classes will hold Christmas celebra-
tions on Wednesday, December 20,
at 8 p.m. and Thursday, December
21, at 10 a.m. There will be holiday
refreshments along with a special
quiz and discussion concerning the
birth of Jesus and its historical sig-
nificance.

Mid-Week Bible studies will recess
until Wednesday and Thursday, Janu-
ary 10 and 11.

SPECIAL FAMILY…The Holy Name Society of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains recently presented its annual Family
Award to Vivian and Margaret Sylvester at the Family Communion Breakfast,
recognizing their years of service and spiritual example. Pictured, left to right,
are: The Reverend Donald Hummel, Pastor; Vivian Sylvester, Society President
John Mulholland, Margaret Sylvester and Breakfast Chairman Richard Bonner.

SCOTCH PLAINS — All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, has planned
three Christmas services.

On Sunday, December 24,
the church will hold a Christ-
mas Eve Family Service at 5
p.m., which will include the
Christmas Story, the blessing
of the creche, carol singing by
the congregation and the Jun-
ior Choir, and Holy Eucharist.

The 10 p.m. service on
Christmas Eve will feature car-
ols and seasonal songs for the
congregation and choir, and the
service of Holy Eucharist, be-
ginning at 10:30 p.m. On
Christmas Day, Monday, De-
cember 25, Holy Eucharist will
be celebrated at 10 a.m.

On Sunday, December 31,
Holy Eucharist will be cel-
ebrated at 8 a.m. The 10 a.m.
service will include lessons and
carols and Holy Eucharist.

All are invited to attend. For
more information, please call
(908) 322-8047.

We’re thinking,
“At PNC we grow our business by

focusing on your needs first.”

You’re thinking,
“I’m more than a number
to be bought and sold.”

If you’re a Summit customer, you may be feeling left out and worried about changes and disruptions in

your accounts. Why not act now and choose a financial partner that puts you first? At PNC we focus

on your needs. What makes PNC unique is that we take our knowledge of money and combine it with

what we learn about you, creating deeper insights and more personalized advice. Whether you’re in

need of business services or personal finances, PNC will make your money work for you in all the ways

that money must. Take control of your money. Turn this time of uncertainty into your opportunity to

choose a new financial partner. For more information

call 1-888-PNC-7030 or visit www.pnc.com.
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15 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ
908-654-6440

Join in.

NATIONWIDE PLANS AVAILABLE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

• Cellular Phones
• Security Alarms
• Auto Sound Systems
• Beepers & Pagers

• Radar Detectors
• Window Tinting
• Remote Engine Starters
• Stereo, TV & VCR Repairs

Limited time offer. Ask your sales representative for details. With 1 year activation.

114 South Euclid Avenue • Westfield, New Jersey
908-654-9776

Sue Mecca, M.A.

A Different Kind of Therapist
For A Different Kind of Kid

Life can be difficult and confusing; don’t let your child’s future
be ruined by their at-risk behavior. My unique style will give
even the toughest kid the will to change.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com


