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Letters to the Editor

GREENHORN
Most of us at one time have been

the new person in a neighborhood,
town, school, job or country, and we
may have been referred to as green or
even as a greenhorn.

The term green is fairly easy to
understand since it has always meant
�immature or new;� an obvious ref-
erence to new plant life. The origin
of greenhorn was more difficult to
uncover.

We were about to pass the buck on
the expression when we found the
answer to this horned dilemma in the
late John Cirardi�s book, �A
Browser�s Dictionary.� According to
this reliable source, in the spring
�the new deer horns of the (buck)
deer are covered with skin that later
splits and peels off. While it still
clings to the horns, fungus spores
often develop on the tatters giving to
the horn a greenish cast.�

The greenhorn idiom was first used
to describe �new arrivals to the
American frontier� and later, to �im-
migrants arriving at our shores.� It is
currently used to describe �someone
who is easily deceived.�

Legislature Aims to Provide Safety
In Schools for New Millennium

By Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco
It is the fall season once again, which

means our children return to the class-
room and the State Legislature looks
ahead to the important education is-
sues facing the state in 1999.

While we will continue to focus our
attention on ensuring a quality educa-
tion for our students, and on allocating
adequate state aid for every school
district, this year we are faced with a
new challenge: providing a safe school
environment for our youngsters.

Stunned by a string of school
shootings, the nation has been forced
to address the reality that today�s stu-
dents face potential dangers that their
parents never had to think about 20 or
30 years ago.

Unfortunately, the 21st century looks
to be a world that is far more exposed
and jaded to violence than at any other
previous time. The shooting at Colum-
bine High School only confirmed that
such senseless violence can happen
anywhere in the nation.

There is no quick and easy solution
to this problem, and legislation by it-
self cannot cure all of society�s ills, but
we are taking steps to try to reduce the
likelihood of violence occurring in New
Jersey�s classrooms.

In June, the Senate passed two bills
I sponsored along with Senator Ray
Lesniak that address the dangers chil-
dren face in school.

The first bill would designate one
week out of the year as �School Vio-
lence Awareness Week,� during which
time students would participate in ac-
tivities to discuss conflict resolution,
student diversity and tolerance.

The second bill would require the
reporting of all acts of school violence
and vandalism which occurred in the
school district during the previous
school year.

This will help school officials and
the law enforcement community gain a
better understanding of which schools
are experiencing serious incidences of
violence and enable them to undertake
the appropriate remedies.

Also this summer, Senators C. Louis
Bassano (R-21st) and Peter Inverso
(R-14th) introduced legislation that
would require school districts to offer
instruction in violence prevention.

Today, our children�s values are
developed in the schools as much as
they are in the home. We need to give
our teachers the tools they need to
stress violence prevention and mu-
tual respect for each other in the class-
room.

The Legislature feels that these bills,
as a package, are a strong response
against the violence plaguing schools
across the country, and a positive first
step in securing our children�s safety.

Certainly, students can only be ex-
pected to learn in school if they feel
safe, not only from gun violence, but
also from crumbling school buildings.
This has been a problem in New Jer-
sey, particularly for the special needs
districts, those in the poorest regions
of the state. Leaky ceilings, damaged
walls and broken blackboards are prob-
lems that too many school districts
around the state are facing.

This fall, it will be the Legislature�s

top priority to develop a multibillion
dollar plan to address construction
needs in all school districts, including
the middle-income and more affluent
districts that are experiencing signifi-
cant enrollment increases.

Every school will receive assis-
tance from the state in the form of
either grants or loans, enabling dis-
tricts to save millions of dollars in
debt service, which otherwise would
have to be picked-up by local tax-
payers.

The promise the next century holds
for our children remains exceedingly
bright. For the remainder of the year,
the Legislature will aim to maximize
the promise of the future by giving our
students safe, secure classrooms in
which to learn this fall.

It is an investment that will protect
our children while providing them with
limitless opportunities in the next cen-
tury.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco, a Scotch

Plains resident, is President of the New
Jersey State Senate. He represents the
22nd Legislative District which includes
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside.

Westfield Girls Varsity Soccer Team,
Coach Giordano Thanked for Clinic

On behalf of the Westfield Soccer
Association (WSA) fourth grade
Girls Division, I would like to thank
the Westfield Girls Varsity Soccer
team and their coach, Peter Giordano,
for the Soccer skills clinic they put
on for us on Friday, September 10.

The fourth grade girls were very
excited to meet and to interact with
the varsity team on the soccer field
and to learn how the game is played
at the high school level.

Many of the fourth graders have
been playing in the WSA league for
the past four years. The goal of the
clinic was to give these girls an op-
portunity to improve their skills and
to learn from the more experienced
varsity players, many of whom came
up through the same soccer organi-
zation.

The fourth grade coaches also ben-
efited from the clinic as Coach
Giordano, an ex-Westfield High
School soccer star, shared his knowl-
edge and experience and gave us

Westfield Family Gives Area Resident
Shelter from the Storm During Flood
I would like to express my heart-

felt thanks to the Cornell Family on
Dudley Avenue in Westfield for their
generous kindness to me during the
hurricane.

Just as the worst part of the hurri-
cane was picking up speed on Sep-
tember 16, I left work at around 6
p.m. and drove through Westfield
attempting to get to my home in
Scotch Plains.

As the storm worsened, all roads
leading into Scotch Plains were
flooded or closed. I could not get out
of Westfield. I saw someone standing
on their front porch and asked if I
could use their phone to call my wife.
Luckily, it was the Cornell�s home
that I happened to arrive at.

As the flooding became steadily
worse and I could not drive home for
hours, the Cornells graciously of-
fered me their kind hospitality. I had
a delicious dinner and lively conver-

sation for the next few hours until the
storm passed.

If it wasn�t for their generosity, I
don�t know what I would have done.
There are still random acts of kind-
ness in the world, thanks to the
Cornells.

Alvin C. Madison
Scotch Plains

many ideas on how to improve our
coaching and teaching skills.

The varsity team displayed a tre-
mendous amount of enthusiasm
during the clinic and the younger
girls were thrilled to have the op-
portunity to learn from some of
Westfield�s best soccer players.

In the spirit of this summer�s U.S.
Woman�s World Cup soccer victory,
these varsity players were the Mia
Hamms and Brandi Chastains, to our
fourth graders!

As an additional thank you to the
varsity girls, we are planning a field
trip to one of their games this season
to cheer on the girls who were kind
enough to impart some of their skills
on our youngsters.

Coach Giordano also mentioned
that he would be more than happy
to work with other WSA groups
and he can be contacted through
the Westfield High School Ath-
letic Department.

Jim Marvin
Westfield

Unity Day Program Coordinator
Thanked for Successful Event

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to say �thanks� to a young man,
namely James (Stevie) Barden, for
taking the time to give our young-
sters the chance to have a one-day
program called �United Day� at the
Windsor Avenue playground.

This is the second year Stevie spear-
headed the games/cookout that was
originally supposed to take place on
September 5 but had to be canceled
due to bad weather.

Tamecka Dixon, better known as

Meeka, who plays for the Women�s
National Basketball Association�s
L.A. Sparks, and who is also Stevie�s
cousin, was a major contributor to
the Unity Game�s Fund this year.

T-shirts were sold to all who were
interested, with the inscription �Sec-
ond Unity Game Block Party � We
Care About Our Kids.� Carol Mer-
cer, a Windsor Avenue resident, had
the T-shirts printed up for Stevie as
she did last year. Other donations of
food, drink, etc. were made by most
of the neighbors.

Stevie is a young man who enjoys
spending his time being a mentor to
the youth in his community and other
communities, as well. There are al-
ways children around him.

The youngsters played basketball
in three categories/divisions, ages 9
to 13, 14 to 17 and 18 and over.
Meeka was one of the referees and
Connie Myrick videotaped the games
as she did last year.

There was also a DJ, double-dutch
(for the young and young at heart),
games, bubbles, etc., which was given
out during the course of the day.

Very few young men would take
the time to set up a program like this.
Even though he had a scheduled
surgery for September 7 and knew he
wouldn�t be able to function, he re-
fused to let that put a damper on the
day.

All of the children, young adults
and most of the adults in the commu-
nity, look forward to the �Unity Day�
or �block party� as we call it. So, it
wasn�t a problem for some to lend
Stevie a helping hand.

Again Stevie, thanks. Please don�t
let anyone keep you from having the
�Unity Day� for the youngsters
around town.

Dorothy Carter
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Councilman Says Deck is Needed

To Address Commuter Parking Woes
The lead editorial in the September 16

Westfield Leader says: �We�re not neces-
sarily for or against a parking deck in
downtown Westfield. We�d just like some
answers to the basic questions.� One
would expect the Chairman of the Town
Council�s Transportation, Parking, and
Traffic Committee to have some answers,
if anyone should.

You pose what you call the �primary
question� as: �Is it a sound idea and of
overall benefit to have a parking deck in
downtown Westfield?� The answer to
that one is, �yes.� The main reason can
be summed up in one word: Commuters.
The commuter parking problem in
Westfield is horrendous. It is unaccept-
able. It must be fixed. The lack of parking
near the train station is the single biggest
drawback to living in Westfield for the
more than 650 people on the endless
waiting list for a parking permit.

This is not to mention the countless
families up and down Westfield Avenue,
Summit Avenue, the Boulevard, and else-
where on both the north and south side,
whose front curbs become parking lots
each and every week day. There is no other
problem we face that affects so many people,
twice a day, every working day of the week.
As there is no additional empty surface
space near the train station to pave over,
there is no place to go with parking but up.

If the parking problem in Westfield were
confined to commuters, it would be reason
enough to build a parking facility. But the
problem extends to the central business
district (CBD), as well. When I first read
the 1995 Westfield parking study, I was not
convinced that a parking deck was neces-
sarily the answer to the problem. The study
recommended many measures to abate
some of the worst parking problems in the
CBD (although not the commuter problem,
which only a deck can abate).

I thought those measures should be
taken before we built a deck. Unfortu-
nately, the headline in the papers about
the study focused on only one of the
recommendations: the doubling of park-
ing meter fees. Consequently, all of the
other recommendations in the report were
shelved along with that one, at least for a
time. Since last year, however, the town
has implemented a great many of the
1995 report�s recommendations, except
the fee hike, of course.

Yet, the parking problem in the CBD
persists, especially on weekends. Cer-
tain kinds of businesses that wish to
move into vacant retail space in town
cannot meet the zoning requirements for
sufficient parking. Employees of down-
town businesses have insufficient park-
ing near where they work.

Traffic is more congested than it ought to
be, in part because motorists whose cars
would otherwise be sitting in a parking
space meander the streets instead, in a vain
search for a place to park. If we are happy
and content with this state of affairs, then
we should do nothing. Otherwise, we should
either raze a few buildings in the CBD and
pave over the resulting space, or we should
build a parking deck.

Another basic question you raised
was: �who�s going to pay for it?� The
answer is: we all are. That is often what
living together in a community, and
solving our mutual problems, is all
about.

We buy fire trucks together, when we
need them. We build municipal build-
ings, and schools, and libraries, too. We
pay for Public Works vehicles. No one
gives these things to us. No one should
give them to us. We pay for them to-
gether. Sometimes the town buys these

things for cash. Sometimes we borrow
the money to pay for them.

When it comes to bricks and mortar
capital improvements, my personal view
is that paying cash is usually foolish and
bad public policy. Present residents
should rarely be called upon to pay 100
percent for a capital improvement that
residents who move to town a year from
now will enjoy for free.

Bonding, incidentally, is not necessar-
ily �masking� a financial problem, as the
editorial suggests. As often as not, a bond
is the most sound financial management
tool available to a municipality. That is
especially true for Westfield, which has
a bond rating that is truly exceptional.
This means that we borrow money at
very low interest rates.

For the parking deck, my suspicion is
that some of it will be paid for through a
bond at a low interest rate. Some of the
funding may come from grants; some of it
may come from businesses in the CBD that
benefit most directly from proximity to the
deck.

I cannot comment on most of the numbers
reflected in the editorial, other than to say
that $15,000 per parking space may be in the
ballpark but 12 percent for interest and debt
retirement seems far too high. We have
hired very competent and experienced ex-
perts to advise us about costs and financing.
We will see what they recommend.

Will it add to traffic congestion? It
may, but I anticipate the opposite result.
A parked car is, by definition, one that is
off the street. A deck might attract some
out-of-town shoppers who do not now
shop here because they can never find a
parking place. On balance that will be a
terrific thing if it happens. And we may
find that they won�t need to clog the
street for 30 minutes when they get here,
searching for a place to park.

The deck will also likely eliminate
much of the congestion in the residential
neighborhoods that presently serve as
overflow parking lots for the train station.

Will a parking deck become a crime
magnet, a hangout for all of Westfield�s
drug pushers, prostitutes, and street
people? Anything is possible, but I rather
doubt it. Those problems do not describe
the Westfield that I know. Nor do they
describe the experience of Summit and
Morristown, two comparable communi-
ties that already have parking decks.

Will a parking deck attract more na-
tional chain stores to town and is that a
good thing if it does? My answer to that is:
who knows? I do know that if we build a
deck in an effort to attract more national
chain stores, then we are building it for the
wrong reason. I care very much about the
quality of life for commuters, for down-
town merchants and their employees, and
for the people who now put up with con-
gested streets in front of their homes
because of the lack of train-station park-
ing. I care very little about whether some
national retailer would move to town, if
only we had a parking deck.

The parking deck in downtown Westfield
is a complex issue, as the editorial correctly
stated. I understand that there are docu-
ments at the Westfield Historical Society
that reflect debates about the �parking
problem� in Westfield dating back to 1913.
It would seem that 86 years is enough time
for us to decide whether we are �necessar-
ily for or against a parking deck in down-
town Westfield.� When it is up and func-
tional, my bet is that we are going to be glad
we built it, at long last.

Carl A. Salisbury
First Ward Councilman

Westfield
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Councilman Sullivan Thanks Town�s
Employees for Flood Clean-Up Efforts
I walked though the neighbor-

hoods of the third ward this week-
end, checking how residents I repre-
sent endured the storm.

During my walks, I heard count-
less compliments regarding the ef-
forts and services of the employees
of the town as the community began
the clean-up in the wake of last

Thursday�s storm.
Our public works employees

cleared trees from roads and power
lines and worked with PSE&G to
restore electricity to homes. And
they will continue to aid in the clean
up efforts as branches are collected
from streets and curbs.

Our police and fire fighters an-
swered over 400 calls for assistance,
and temporarily relocated several
dozen families to shelters or other
safe locations at the height of the
storm and in the aftermath of flood-
ing.

We depend every day on these
men and women who work for our
community � but never more so
than in a crisis.

I want to publicly thank each of
them for the role they played in
ensuring our community�s safety and
well being as we endured the storm
and flooding created by Hurricane
Floyd.

Neil Sullivan
Third Ward Councilman

Westfield

Local Emergency Communication Systems
Must Be Fixed to Serve Our Communities

There are a lot of people suffering now because
of Mother Nature and Hurricane Floyd. These
people need help. The rest of us are very fortunate.
It isn�t over yet. There are actions that must be
taken now and continued for some time to guard
against a worsening of the situation. Each person
must drastically ration their use of water. This is
one thing directly under our control. Our immedi-
ate priorities lie with issues like easing the suffer-
ing of our neighbors and matters that we can
control.

Last week, we in New Jersey were watching the
largest evacuation in our nation�s history of two
million people in Florida and the Carolinas because
of Floyd�s impending fury. Then, an �oops� occurred
for us. Floyd turned north, away from Florida. Sud-
denly, we became part of the game as a participant
rather than as a spectator.

Floyd dove into North Carolina with massive rain
and high winds, causing disastrous floods for our
southern neighbors. Then Floyd exploded into a
monstrous tropical rain storm and sped right down
our throat. We�re only now beginning to realize how
severely we got clobbered.

Let�s all bend our backs, work together and deal
with it. The victims are miserable and frustrated.
Government leaders, emergency workers, police of-
ficers and firefighters are under considerable stress
and on edge. They�ve been working tirelessly since
last Thursday.

There�ll be a time when most of this is behind us.
Having witnessed the enormous consequences of
such an event, however, it�s imperative that we
review a few critical matters and correct them.

One that we have observed is the failure of our local
and regional emergency communication systems.
Another is the vulnerability and lack of backup
resources for many components of our infrastructure
� such as the water systems. Perhaps there are other
vulnerable components, too, such as electric power,
telephone and transportation, which need to be evalu-
ated in terms of backup options.

The one that stunned us the most over the last week

was the failure, or non-existence, of emergency local
communication systems. It wasn�t the lack of good
tools, and it wasn�t the lack of good people. As an
example, the Elizabethtown Water Company people
were great and clear to us. But, the local communica-
tion systems kept sending out confused information
to the public.

There was chaos and many mixed messages. Many
things weren�t said that needed to be. The public and
local leaders were thoroughly confused or unin-
formed. It was hard to find what the communication
system was, or whether it really existed. It was
inaccessible. At times, information ended up filtered
somehow, in our view. It was hard to discern what
purpose it served.

The heartening thing we see about all this is the
many good people here in New Jersey. They�re tough,
they�re talented. When you get to the bottom of it all,
this is our real and only strength.

So, at this moment, it seems that the essential
premise for an emergency local communication sys-
tem must be to trust the people. They can take the hard
facts and make good decisions. In fact, it�s a tremen-
dous disservice for them not to have the real story as
it may be known at the moment. And if all the facts
are not certain, that�s okay. Give them the best
information available. People are smart and can
discern matters.

We�re not going to be able to prevent Mother
Nature from doing something like this to us again.
There�s sufficient history and experience to know the
disaster and misery that can occur. We normally
measure this in billions of dollars of property loss,
suffering and death.

But, we sure can improve our ability to cope.
Information, knowledge and coordination are the key
elements.

When asked about the stress he was under, Andrew
M. Chapman, President of Elizabethtown Water,
said, �It isn�t what happens to you, but how you react
that�s important.�

So, let�s take care of business now, then go back
and fix the other things that we know are broken.


