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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
CORBETT HITS 1, ASSISTS 2; WYCKOFF NAILS 1, ASSISTS 1

Blue Devils Foreclose; Bury
Field Hockey Farmers, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What was supposed to be a very
competitive game turned out to be a
rout as the Westfield High School
girls field hockey team buried the

Union Farmers on Union turf on
October 7. Senior Tri-Captain Paige
Corbett connected on a penalty shot
and assisted on two goals as the Blue
Devils elevated their record to 7-2-1.

The Farmers entered the game with

a 6-1-1 record and posed a formi-
dable threat but the Blue Devils, pos-
sibly feeling quite strong after their
0-0 tie with seventh-ranked Pompton
Lakes on September 30, had them
back-peddling from the start. With
just 3:17 off the clock, senior Tri-
Captain Val Wicks, on an assist from
Jessica Wyckoff, caused undulations
in the net to give the Blue Devils a 1-
0 lead.

“I really did not expect such an
easy game,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Maggie McFadden. “I think
that it was a combination of two
things. Number one, we played very
well and I believe that they (Union)
have played better before than they
have against us. They turned the ball
over a lot on their free hits.”

The Blue Devils may face Union
again this season. McFadden cau-
tioned, “Union can be a very danger-
ous team. They are much improved
and I certainly would not expect this
the next time we play them.”

With reference to the confidence
level effect of their game with
Pompton Lakes, McFadden ex-
plained, “I think that it did an ex-
treme amount. They believe in them-
selves. We kept Pompton Lakes from

GIACONE CONNECTS WITH REAVIS FOR 39-YD TD

Red Wings Capitalize; Chill
Blue Devil Gridders, 33-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Interceptions, punt returns and big
breakaway plays allowed fourth-
ranked Hoboken to come up with a
33-7 victory over the Westfield High
School football team at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 9. A
closely contested game fell apart with
just 1:40 remaining in the first half.

“Pretty much our theme all week in
practice was to avoid allowing them

to make the big play,” expressed Blue
Devil Head Coach Ed Tranchina.

The Blue Devils did capitalize first,
however, when junior linebacker
Dave King recovered a Red Wing
fumble on the 39. From there, senior
quarterback Chris Giacone connected
with sophomore Diano Reavis who
then bolted into the endzone with
3:55 left in the first quarter. Ryan
MacDonald’s extra point gave the
Devils a 7-0 lead.

The Red Wings flew back within
twenty-seven seconds. On the first

play from scrimmage, from the 37,
Tyrel Dortch dashed 63 yards to nar-
row the score to 7-6. With :50 re-
maining in the first quarter, quarter-
back Wilfredo Gomez connected on
a 44-yard touchdown pass to Carlos
Perez, upping the score to 12-7.

The Blue Devil defense held tight
and stopped the Red Wings through-
out the second quarter. With 1:40 left
in the half, a Blue Devil punt was
scooped by Perez on the Red Wing

RAIDERS PLACE 2ND, VIKINGS TAKE 3RD; FLOOD RULES

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Brearley Invitational Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Ashley Flood poured on
the talent to win the all-around and
the Westfield High School gymnas-
tics team captured first at the Brearley
Invitational, totaling 105.95, in
Kenilworth on October 8. Strong per-
formances were turned in by second-
placed Scotch Plains-Fanwood with
99.8 and third placed Union Catholic
with 98.05.

With the exception of just two slots
out of all four events, either the Blue

Devils, Raiders or Viking girls cap-
tured the top-six slots. The Blue Devil
girls took the top-three places in the
all-around with Flood at 35.25,
Lauren Caravello second at 35.15
a n d Jessica Caravello
th i rd
a t
34.7.
V i -
king
sopho-
more Kim Drastura placed
fourth with a total of 33.95
and Raider sophomore
Jackie Lavery finished fifth
with a total of 33.55.

Flood had a great evening
on every piece of equipment.
Her fluidity earned her not
only a first on the balance
beam, but also a second on
the uneven bars with a very
impressive 9.3, a third on
the floor exercises with an
8.95 and a fifth in the vault-
ing with an 8.5.

“Ashley had a wonderful
meet. She was consistently
strong in all four events,”
commented Blue Devil Head
Coach Ellen Kovac. “Her body shape
and position was always perfect. She

had great flight and amplitude.”
Lauren Caravello, the returning
state champion on the unevens,

was fantastic, scoring an in-
credible 9.55 to win the event.
She also took first on the

floor with a 9.1 and in
the vault-

i n g
with
a n
8.9.

“Last year, Lauren won
the states with a 9.6. so her
score on the unevens was
very good,” said Kovac. “She
also was able to perform a
Tsukahara (half twisting
handstand mount on to a one-
and-one-half tuck dismount)
in the vault. She did well in
the event but she wants to do
better later and score over a
9.0.”

Sophomore Christina
Massa had a strong tourna-
ment, placing second in the
vaulting with an 8.8 and fourth
on the beam with an 8.15.
“She is the only girl on our
team who does a handspring

full-twist in the vault,” commented
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JONES STRIKES FOR 4, PAVONI SNAGS 21-YD TD PASS

Raiders Wake Up, Out-Roar
Cougar Footballers, 40-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Temporarily stunned, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team survived a shaky first half,
then roared in the second half to
silence the Cougars in Cranford on
October 9. The most vocal of the
Raiders was senior halfback Nathan
Jones who rushed for 303 yards and
four touchdowns, three which were
in the second half.

The Cougars snarled and drew
first blood in an interesting manner.
After the Raider kickoff sailed out-
of-bounds, the Cougars had posses-
sion on their own 35. Next, a 15-
yard penalty against the Raiders
placed the football at midfield. Then,
a forward fumble was recovered by
the Cougars at the Raider 29. Mod-
est gains of one and two yards pushed
the ball to the 26, then Bill Simpson
slit through the Raider line and into
the endzone to give the Cougars the
lead with 8:59 left in the first quar-
ter. Pat Daly’s extra point lifted the
score to 7-0.

Less then :50 later, Jones cut off
left tackle and flew 66 yards for the

touchdown. Doug Gillie’s extra point
tied the score.

On the ensuing kickoff, Brian
Schiller’s kick sailed over the Cou-
gar receiver’s head. The ball was
picked up on the one and returned
only to the seven. The tough Raider

defensive line stopped the Cougars
immediately and the punt rolled dead
at the Cougar 32.

Shortly after a 22 yard gain to the
10 by Jones, another Raider penalty
moved the ball back to the 21. Next,

DRASTURA, 2 MITCHELLS EXCEL

Viking Gymnasts Rise;
Sink Johnson, Union

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First year head coach Aimee
Sanchez definitely had plenty to smile
about as her Union Catholic High
School gymnastics team dominated
the Crusaders from A. L. Johnson,
97-1-73.6, on October 1 in Clark
then followed up with a 98.6-88.6
victory over the Farmers from Union
High School.

“They are really great scores,”
stated Sanchez. “Our team has not
had scores like that for a long time.”

The Vikings have three very strong
gymnasts in Melanie Mitchell, Kim
Drastura and Valerie Mitchell. Against
the Crusaders, Drastura captured the
all-around with a total of 32.85 fol-
lowed by Melanie at 32.55 and Valerie
at 31.7. The three Viking girls swept
three of the four events. Drastura took
top honors on the balance beam and
on the floor exercise with respective
scores of 8.45 and 8.75.

“Kim has a great back full (flip) on
the floor,” commented Shanchez.
“All three girls are very strong on the
floor.”

Melanie placed first on the uneven
bars with a 7.5 and Valerie soared in
the vault, performing a half twist
mount to a handspring then dis-
mounting with a full twist, to take
first with an 8.75.

Although very pleased with the
performances against the Crusaders,

Shanchez pointed out, “The uneven
bars at Johnson were not exactly
regulation. We could not open them
wide enough. Kim normally does
giant swings and could not there.”

The uneven bars must have been
fine against the Farmers because
Drastura swung her way to the top
with an 8.8. Drastura also placed
first on the floor with an 8.5 and
Valerie took top honors once again
in the vault with an 8.9.

The Vikings boosted their record
to 3-1, loosing only to a strong Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team, while the Cru-
saders fell to 0-2 and the Farmers
sunk to 2-4.

AGAINST JOHNSON:
Vault. — 1. V. Mitchell (UC) 8.75, 2.

Drastura (UC) 8.65, 3. M. Mitchell (UC) 8.4
Bars — 1. M. Mitchell 7.5, 2. V.

Mitchell 7.25, 3. Drastura 7.0
Beam — 1. Drastura 8.45, 2. M. Mitchell

8.25, 3. Erica DiCosmo (ALJ) 7.7
Floor — 1. Drastura 8.75, 2. M.

Mitchell 8.4, 3.V. Mitchell 8.1
All-Around — 1 . Drastura 32.85, 2.

M. Mitchell 32.55, 3. V. Mitchell 31.7

AGAINST UNION:
Vault. — 1. V. Mitchell 8.9, 2.

Drastura and Erica Gebhardt (U) 8.8, 3.
M. Mitchell 8.7

Bars — 1. Drastura 8.8, 2. M. Mitchell
7.8, 3. V. Mitchell 7.7

Beam — 1. Gebhardt 8.2, 2. V.
Mitchell 8.1, 3. M. Mitchell 7.7

Floor — 1. Drastura 8.5, 2. M.
Mitchell 8.1, 3. Gebhardt 7.9

Blue Devil ‘Pac’ Subdues
Lady Raiders in X-Country

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
cross country “Pac” took another leap
forward by defeating the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls, 15-50, at
Warinanco Park in Elizabeth on Oc-
tober 8. Blue Devil Maura McMahon
sailed across the finish line first with
her season’s best time of 20:08.

“That is quite an improvement,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tom
Hornish. “She cut 1:27 off her time
since the middle of September.”

Not only did one Blue Devil zing
across the finish line with an impressive
time but nearly every Blue Devil who
placed in the top 10 recorded excellent
times. Alexis Anzelone finished second
with a time of 20:31, Rachel Ackerman
came in third at 21:17, Adrienne Blauvelt
took fourth at 21:30 and Kyle Legones
followed at 21:36.

Anzelone shaved 1:05, Ackerman
cut :37, Blauvelt took :24 and Legones

cut :12 off their September times.
Aubrey McGovern finished sixth with
a time of 21:49 and Jackie Cusimano
came in seventh at 21:42. Erin Kelly
placed eighth at 21:57 and was the
only Raider to place in the top 10.
Blue Devil Erin McClellan took ninth
with a time of 22:26, Sarah Mahron
finished 10th at 22:34 and Theresa
Murphy finished 11th at 22:45.

“Jackie has been doing very well
and took nearly a minute off her
September time and Erin (McClellan)
has taken almost two minutes off her
time,” stated Hornish.

Senior Linda Madorma, who com-
pleted the course in 22:57 has taken
2:26 off her September time. “She
has made such a tremendous im-
provement,” commented an elated
Hornish.

The Blue Devils boosted their sea-
son dual meet record to 8-0 and have
extended their unbeaten dual meet
streak to 54-0.

44. Perez shook several tackles and
sped down the left sideline for the
touchdown. A successful two-point
conversion gave the Red Wings a 20-
7, halftime lead.

“We tried to punt the ball out-of-
bounds to stop the run back but we
just missed that time,” said
Tranchina. “Our theory was not to let
their fast runners to get started.”

More misfortune occurred for the
Blue Devils in the third quarter. First,
the Devils orchestrated an impres-
sive offensive march. Giacone re-

ceived the kickoff on the 15 and shot
to the 35. Next a 14-yard gallop by
Giacone and a first down bash by
senior fullback Pat Tuohy gave the
Devils a first down at the Red Wing
41. Despite two penalties, the Blue
Devils marched to the 18, but Dortch
intercepted a Giacone pass at the 15
and darted down the sideline for an-
other touchdown.

Late in the third quarter Tuohy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Blue Devil Ashley Flood

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HEADING FOR FARMER TURF…Blue Devil field hockey specialist Sara
Finestein, No. 40, controls the ball and heads for Farmer soil. Blue Devil Tri-
Captain Paige Corbett, No. 32, is in the background. Both Finestein and Corbett
penetrated the Farmers’ goal as Westfield won, 5-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CRUSHING A COUGAR…Raiders Sergio Periera, No. 40, and Dave Herrmann,
No. 41, crush Cougar Mike Carbone, No. 11, in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
REAVIS SCOOTING AROUND FOR A GAIN…Blue Devil halfback Diano Reavis, No. 2, scoots to his left for a short gain
against the Red Wings. Reavis scored the Blue Devils’ only touchdown on a 39-yard pass play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
LEADING THE WAY FOR A BIG GAIN…Raider Gary Cousar, No. 5, leads the way for Nathan Jones during the game
with the Cougars. Scotch Plains-Fanwood defeated Cranford, 40-7, and Jones rushed for 303 yards and four touchdowns.

Friends of Westfield Track
c/o Westfield High School

550 Dorian Road
Westfield, NJ   07090

Order Your Delicious Holiday Pies Now
And Benefit the WHS Track & Field Teams

Pies are freshly baked the morning of pick-up. Instructions and
bags for easy freezing for the holidays are included.

Please Mail Your Prepaid Order by November 5
Pick-up at WHS Auditorium November 17 – 2pm until 7pm

Make checks payable to and mail to:

Name ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________

Type Quantity X Unit Price =   Total
Apple _______ x      $9.50 = _______
Cherry _______ x      $9.50 = _______
Mince _______ x      $9.50 = _______
Pumpkin _______ x      $9.50 = _______
Pecan _______ x    $10.50 = _______

    Grand Total   _______


