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Officials Looking at Emergency
Procedures in Wake of Floyd
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON � In the aftermath of
Hurricane Floyd last month, public
officials are taking a close look at how
emergency systems served their con-
stituents.

State Assemblyman Richard H. Bag-
ger (R-22nd) acknowledged that the
closure of Elizabethtown Water�s
Raritan-Millstone plant due to flood-
ing resulted in hardship to its custom-
ers who lost water service for several
days, and to the many more who were
placed under �boil water� and drastic
conservation restrictions.

�It posed a potential public health
emergency to the service region,� he
said.

He said that there are two areas that
will require examination in the next
few months.

One, he said, is the examination of the
adequacy of Elizabethtown�s contin-
gency planning for emergencies such as
occurred when Hurricane Floyd hit New
Jersey. The second is the adequacy of
providing timely and complete infor-
mation to the public when a water emer-
gency occurs, he commented.

Assemblyman Bagger said that in
the months to come, he and his state
colleagues will be examining the need
for oversight hearings of Elizabethtown
Water. He said he and others also would
be looking at the need for legislative
solutions to deal with weaknesses in
the state�s emergency management
system that were revealed in the wake
of the storm.

In addition, Mr. Bagger said that he
has written a letter to Congressman
Bob Franks (R-7th) requesting his as-
sistance in examining the response of
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to the water emer-
gency.

Although Mr. Bagger has felt that
Congressman Franks his has been re-
sponsive, in his letter the state Assem-
blyman questioned the responsiveness
of FEMA.

Mr. Bagger said in the letter that a
staff member contacted FEMA on Sep-
tember 21 to secure information on the
water crisis for local constituents. It
was not until two days later on Septem-
ber 23 that Mr. Bagger�s office was
contacted again by FEMA with an-

swers and by that time his staff had
gotten the information it needed, the
letter said.

Governor Christine Todd Whitman
also took to letter writing last week
when she forwarded some correspon-
dence to President Bill Clinton.

In the letter, released to the media
September 30, Governor Whitman told
President Clinton that he should help
Americans before he forgives billions
of dollars in debt owed by impover-
ished countries.

�I read with interest reports of your
proposal yesterday to forgive as much
as $5.7 billion in debt owed by various
foreign governments to the taxpayers of
the United States,� she wrote in the
letter. �I am disappointed that the fed-
eral government is not offering similar
relief to American small business own-
ers who are victims of Hurricane Floyd.�

�Here in New Jersey, hundreds of
small business people have had their
lives and livelihoods destroyed by the
hurricane�s flood waters,� she went on
to write. �Yet at a time when these
citizens should be able to look to Wash-
ington for significant help, they are
instead offered minimal grants and as-
sistance securing loans.�

Her letter followed a meeting Sep-
tember 29 in which President Clinton
said he wants to forgive $5.7 billion in
federal loans to poor nations so that
they could spend money on education
and food for starving children and a
time when the State of New Jersey
faces its own massive flood-related
problems.

Locally, Cranford alone is putting its
flood damage at $15 million.

According to figures gathered by

Union County officials, Fanwood suf-
fered $37,300 in damages, Scotch
Plains, $540,000 and Mountainside,
$240,000.

Westfield has put its damages, in-
cluding overtime and public property
damage, at $100,000.

Governor Whitman wrote: �The tax-
payers of my state sent $69 billion of
their hard-earned income to Washing-
ton last year in federal taxes. Washing-
ton returned less than two-thirds of
that to the people of New Jersey in
benefits. This enormous imbalance has
existed for years. New Jerseyans de-
serve more from Washington in the
wake of this natural disaster than they
are getting at this difficult time.�

She also stated that while she recog-
nizes a place for foreign debt forgive-
ness, the Governor said that she be-
lieves that the money designated for
that purpose would be better used in
the United States �to help those who
are facing what is perhaps the greatest
crisis of their lives.�

�When it comes to debt relief, your
priority should be here at home, with
the people who have worked so hard to
make their communities thrive and our
nation great,� the Governor concluded.

Emergency Advisories
May be Among Topics

At TV-36 Board Meeting
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � The TV-36 Media
Advisory Board, which is working
on enhancing and improving the lo-
cal access station�s programming and
operations, is meeting tonight at 8
p.m. in the Mayor�s Conference
Room at the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Among topics expected to be dis-
cussed is the broadcast of emergency
information on the local cable sta-
tion, said Philip Falcone, a TV-36
Media Advisory Board member.

Based on discussions Mr. Falcone
has had with people interested in
TV-36, he said he expects the topic
of airing emergency broadcasts to be
discussed. He said that there will be
some discussion about station re-
sponsibility and diverse approaches

to handling the broadcast of emer-
gency information.

Following Hurricane Floyd, some
Westfield Town Council members
questioned why there was not more
emergency information aired on TV-
36.

Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti said
he has had to contact the director at
home in Fanwood and ask him to
come to the Westfield High School,
where TV-36 equipment and studios
are housed, to put messages on the
air.

The TV-36 Media Advisory Board
was formed in the spring of this year.
Forming the board resulted from, in
part, criticism during the 1998 Labor
Day storm when some officials and
business people questioned why TV-
36 did not broadcast more local emer-
gency information.

Streets  to be Closed
For Student Play

During Lunchtime
WESTFIELD � Due to con-

struction work at both Franklin
and McKinley Elementary Schools
in Westfield, two streets will be
closed once a day daily to provide
a blacktop playing area for stu-
dents at lunchtime.

In the Franklin School area,
Newton Place will be closed to
traffic from 11:25 a.m. to 12:35
p.m. Osborne Avenue, bordering
McKinley School, will also be
closed during the same time pe-
riod.

This will be in effect until the
end of the school year, according
to District Business Administra-
tor Robert Berman.

�We appreciate the cooperation
of residents,� remarked Mr.
Berman, �and we are grateful for
their patience. We are also grate-
ful for the continued support of the
town government and police de-
partment.�

As a result of a public bond
referendum passed in December,
nine new classrooms at Franklin
and six at McKinley are being
added to the schools to accommo-
date increasing enrollment.

High School PTO
Sets Oct. 13 Meeting

WESTFIELD � The Westfield High
School Parent Teacher Organization
will hold its next meeting on Wednes-
day, October 13, at 7:45 p.m. in the
school cafeteria.

The main topic will be �Active Lis-
tening - A Parenting Skill� by Maureen
Mazzarese.

All Westfield High School parents
are invited to attend.

Prosecutor�s Office Warns
Of Scams on Flood Victims

ELIZABETH � A disaster fraud
alert was issued September 29 by the
Union County Prosecutor�s Office
over concerns of increased fraud at-
tempts by persons trying to take ad-
vantage of flood victims.

Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan
has asked flood victims from Hurri-
cane Floyd to be wary of home repair
scams, price gauging and phony so-
licitations for donations.

�Unfortunately, there are a num-
ber of scams that take place after a
major disaster and we want our citi-
zens to be alert to them,� the pros-
ecutor said.

Police and detectives from the Eco-
nomic Crimes Unit at the prosecutor�s
office should be notified if flood vic-
tims become re-victimized by scam
artists or if telephone solicitors call
with phony requests for contribu-
tions.

Persons who have paid money for
work not done or believe they paid
exorbitant prices for repairs should
also contact the county�s Division of
Consumer Affairs at (908) 654-9840.

�The prosecutor wants property
owners to follow the tried and true
rules when it comes to getting work
done � check out the contractor
carefully, get everything in writing
and call if you�re not sure,� said
Detective Bridget Lawrence of the
Economic Crimes Unit.

She said she would like to see a
registered list of approved contrac-
tors available statewide.

Staff members from the state Divi-
sion of Consumer Affairs and inves-

tigators from the Union County Of-
fice of Consumer Affairs went this
week to Springfield and Cranford to
distribute warning fliers door-to-
door, said Union County Director of
Consumer Affairs Ollie J. Boone.

Officials said the storm has left
many residents vulnerable to the
scams.

The county�s Office of Emergency
Management estimates more than
3,600 homes, apartments and busi-
nesses reported storm damage and
740 people had to be evacuated from
their homes.

Meanwhile, residents who are in
the process of getting debris cleaned
out or repairs are urged to use cau-
tion.

�There are clues that should alert
you that something is not right, such
as a contractor who �just happens to
have left over material� or a person
who approaches you with a job offer
who insists on cash on the spot,� said
Executive Assistant Prosecutor Rob-
ert P. O�Leary.

Congress Approves Funding
For Central NJ Flood Projects

WASHINGTON, D.C. � In the
aftermath of the worse flooding ever
to hit Central New Jersey, Congress-
man Bob Franks (R-7th) has an-
nounced that the House of Represen-
tatives and the United States Senate
have approved funding for the con-
struction of the Green Brook Flood
Control Project arm and to develop
plans to control flooding along the
Rahway and Woodbridge Rivers.

Funding for the projects was in-
cluded in the Energy and Water Ap-
propriations bill for Fiscal Year 2000,
which last month passed both houses
of Congress.

The bill now awaits action by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Specifically, the leg-
islation provides $1 million to help
finance the first phase of construction
of the Green Brook Flood Control
Protect in Bound Brook and
Middlesex. It also includes $100,000
to begin the second phase of a study
into flooding problems along the
Rahway and Woodbridge Rivers.

�Communities across Central New
Jersey are still struggling to recover
from devastating flood waters. In
Bound Brook, hundreds of residents
are still unable to return to their homes
and the downtown business district is
a ghost town,� said Congressman
Franks said.

�The tragic loss of lives and the
widespread damage to homes and
businesses underscores the urgent

need to move forward with construc-
tion of the Green Brook Flood Con-
trol Project,� he added.

�The $1 million Congress approved
for the upcoming fiscal year, com-
bined with $9.9 million already avail-
able for the current fiscal year, will
provide the funding needed to finally
begin construction in Bound Brook
and Middlesex,� the Congressman
explained.

The Army Corps of Engineers ex-
pects construction work to begin next
year.

The funding provided in the Energy
and Water Appropriations bill will
help in the development of compre-
hensive plan to control chronic flood-
ing problems in the two river basins.

Last year Mr. Franks noted he was
successful in securing $100,000 for
the Army Corps of Engineers to un-
dertake a preliminary study into pos-
sible solutions to the flooding prob-
lems in the two river basins. That
study, which began in January, is ex-
pected to be completed in October.

The additional federal support will
enable the Army Corps to advance to
the next phase in developing a com-
prehensive flood relief plan for the
Rahway and Woodbridge river ba-
sins.

The Woodbridge and Rahway Riv-
ers run through 21 communities in-
cluding Cranford, Westfield and
Scotch Plains.

Blood Drive Scheduled
For Wednesday, Oct. 13

WESTFIELD � The Blood Center
of New Jersey will hold a blood drive
on Wednesday, October 13, from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Lord &
Taylor Parking Lot, 609 North Av-
enue, West in Westfield.

For more information or to sign up
for a blood drive, please call the
blood center at (800) 256-6365.


