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Letters to the Editor

DOME
The Latin word for house, domus,

is the source of our featured word
�dome.� Domus, as you will see,
inspired a super-dome of related
words.

The master of the classical Roman
domus was called dominus. This
sense of master of the home ulti-
mately led to the English word domi-
nate and, worse yet, domineer, �to
rule in a harsh or arrogante way.�
Domus also produced the following
offsprings: domain, �ownership;�
domestic, �having to do with the
home;� domicile, �home;� do-
minium, �right of property;� and the
popular condo, a back formation of
condominium, defined as �joint rights
over territory.�

Dominus also provided the Span-
ish and Portuguese titles of respect,
don and dom, as well as the Italian
donna, �lady,� whence madonna, �my
lady.�

We shall cap this essay with our
focus word, dome, which is defined
as �a hemispherical roof or vault.�

The American Public�s Right to Privacy:
What Does it Mean to You and Me?

In our view, little. At least in protecting, gathering,
selling and using vital records on you as an individual.

Most of us think that the federal government and the
United States Constitution protect us from disclosure
of information in our personal records. Most of us
think that our Social Security number is not being
used to tie all our data together for sale. Most of us
think that to do so is illegal.

Well, that is not so. Thirty state governments are
now selling your personal data, gathered from driver�s
license applications, which include your Social Secu-
rity number. New Jersey is one of those states.

There�s a fight in the United States Supreme Court
about this. But the fight in government and in the courts
is not about whether your records can or should be sold.
It�s about who has the right to sell and control it � the
federal government or the individual states.

At first glance, the laws addressing the issue of
privacy sound good. Information published on the
Internet by the United States Department of Justice
reads about one such law as follows: �Conditions of
Disclosure � No agency shall disclose any record
which is contained in a system of records by any
means of communication to any person, or to another
agency, except pursuant to a written request by, or
with the prior written consent of, the individual to
whom the record pertains, unless disclosure of the
record would be�..�

Then, the exceptions go on with 12 �legalese� items
that essentially disable the privacy protection state-
ment.

It probably doesn�t matter what the laws say or will
say; it probably doesn�t matter what government does

or will do. Because, very shortly (and to a great extent
now), comprehensive data on every one of us will be
freely available for a small fee. You can get much of
it now on the Internet for most individuals for $7.95
on AOL, Yahoo, Altavista and others.

You won�t be able to stop it because technology is
flying full speed ahead. Maybe you can slow it down.
At least, everyone needs to know that it is there.

Perhaps government will use it for good purposes,
such as curbing violence or for implementing better
health care programs.

Perhaps government will exploit it for �not so good
purposes,� such as to better harvest lottery dollars
from you or for ensuring that the proper candidates
get elected and stay elected.

For sure, business will see that the commercials on
your TV set are tailored to your buying habits, your
frailties and your schedule.

Automobile insurance companies will become more
efficient in the arbitrary cancellation of your policy as
your son approaches 18 years of age. Health care
companies will be more selective with a knowledge of
your health records.

The �Information Age� is here. It�s information
about you. Is it good or is it bad? Who knows. But,
there is hardly such a thing as privacy.

If you�re interested in learning more about this
issue, see www.epic.org on the Internet. EPIC is
described on the Web as �a public interest research
center in Washington, D.C. It was established in 1994
to focus public attention on emerging civil liberties
issues and to protect privacy, the First Amendment,
and constitutional values.�

Student Opposes Idea of Spending
Money on New Lights for Downtown
Recently, while passing through down-

town Westfield, I noticed the new lights
displayed on the corners of East Broad
and Elm Streets.

What is the need for them? Is it so our
town looks more homey and inviting?

Hurricane Floyd wasn�t the biggest
hurricane we�ve ever seen. It didn�t
pack the highest winds or the stron-
gest waves. But it drenched New Jer-
sey with unrelenting rain, and as the
rivers rose the hopes of communities
along their banks sank. Whole neigh-
borhoods and business districts were
underwater. Thousands of people in
10 states lot everything.

That was then. Where are we now?
We are deep in the recovery pro-

cess. The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) and your
state and local officials are working to
take back what the rivers claimed. We
are also working toward a safer fu-
ture. The flooding forces us to look at
where homes and businesses are lo-
cated and to talk about whether there�s
a better place for some of these build-
ings � on higher ground, out of harm�s
way.

This process � formerly called prop-
erty acquisition, but usually just called
buyouts � is part of FEMA�s Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program. This pro-
gram takes a percentage of the federal
money spent on recovering from a
disaster and uses it for projects that
reduce future risk. By law, FEMA can
contribute 15 percent of a disaster�s
cost to this grant program.

The state and local governments
decide how this money will be used �
determining, for example, if their fo-
cus will be buyouts or elevating prop-
erty or taking other measures.

New Jersey understands that while
buyouts are a permanent solution to
future flooding, they are not simple.
First, funds set aside for mitigation
generally won�t meet all the needs
following a disaster.

New Jersey officials administer
buyouts and they need to set the rules
for buyouts and prioritize mitigation
programs. Secondly, buyouts are dif-
ficult and emotional. Making deci-
sions to move homes cannot � and
should not � be made lightly.

You are not the first community to
fact these decisions. Many states
across the nation have used buyouts
to move homes and businesses out of
harm�s way. About 20,000 properties
have been bought out nationally since
1993. In many of these cases, the
now-vacant land has flooded again.
Without a buyout, families would have
suffered anew.

All buyouts are strictly voluntary.
No homeowners are forced to relin-
quish their property. Homeowners
who accept a buyout receive the fair
market value of their home � before
the disaster. The damage to a building
by the flood doesn�t affect the price
paid through the buyout project.

Homeowners don�t apply to FEMA
for a buyout because buyouts aren�t
part of disaster assistance. Residents
interested in a buyout should contact
their local officials and attend public
meetings for more information on
what priorities their state has set and
how to proceed. New Jersey�s state
officials recognize the importance of
all efforts that mitigate disaster risks.

That�s why the state recently ap-
propriated $10 million to fund these
efforts.

FEMA encourages all residents to
learn more about our national disas-
ter-prevention initiative called
�Project Impact: Building Disaster
Resistant Communities.� Under this
initiative, FEMA helps individuals,
businesses and local officials to iden-
tify a community�s disaster risks and
then take steps to reduce or prevent

FEMA Working to Help Communities
Become Safer From Future Disasters

By PETER MARTINASCO

Letters to the Editor

Greg McDermott Thanks Voters;
Criticizes Literature Sent by Dems

I want to extend my personal and
heartfelt thanks to the residents of the
First Ward for bestowing on me the
opportunity to once again represent them
on the Westfield Town Council.

I owe a large debt of gratitude to all my
neighbors, friends and, of course, my
own family for providing inspiration,
encouragement, support and ultimately,
loyalty, throughout my reelection cam-
paign.

I am very proud to have been on the
Town Council these past two years and I
look forward to continuing in my service
to both the residents of the First Ward
and to the entire community of Westfield
as well.

I offer my best wishes to Democratic
candidate, Marilyn Gullota, for conduct-
ing a well-fought challenge, but must
express my own personal disappoint-
ment in the negative campaign waged by
the Westfield Democratic Party in the
waning days of the election.

Having served with Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim for the past two years on the
Westfield Town Council, I was truly
shocked and saddened that he would
choose to put his name on a campaign

There was a time in American his-
tory when the school served as the
anchor of the community and the
schoolhouse became a central gather-
ing place for all town residents. In
fact, the �little red schoolhouse� pro-
vided the earliest evidence that a strong
link exists between the educational
achievement of a school and the devel-
opment of the community, itself.

Strengthening the connection be-
tween our schools and our communi-
ties by integrating the education ef-
forts of a community with its eco-
nomic and development efforts is a
connection we should encourage
throughout New Jersey. We have an
opportunity to do so over the course of
the next few months as the Legislature
crafts the initiative that will address
the multi-billion dollar school con-
struction needs that exist in New Jer-
sey.

Within the context of this landmark
measure, I am proposing a program
that will create what I am calling �com-
munity development schools.�

As the name implies, the program
seeks to help municipalities work with
school boards to design facilities that
both enrich the learning experience
and enhance the socioeconomic envi-
ronment of the surrounding area.

This program will address new con-
struction efforts only, but would be
required for school districts that are
located in so-called Urban Coordinat-
ing Council (UCC) municipalities as
identified under the New Jersey Urban
Redevelopment Act. These munici-
palities would be required to demon-
strate that pertinent community devel-
opment coordinating efforts were made
in developing their school facility
plans.

In all other municipalities, par-
ticipation in the community devel-
opment school program would be
encouraged.

A community that chooses to pur-
sue the designation of a �community
development school project� must
present its plans for new construction
through a number of channels, includ-
ing the Department of Education, to
ensure its viability and worthiness.

The importance of earning a desig-

nation is that designated projects will
receive higher priority consideration
under a number of programs  that
provide funding for urban redevelop-
ment, including financing through au-
thorities such as the Economic Devel-
opment Authority or low-income hous-
ing tax credit set-asides.

This special designation may also
qualify school projects to benefit from
brownfields recovery money or the
newly enacted Garden State Preserva-
tion Trust Fund. Ultimately, access to
such resources will enable schools to
build and offer such enhanced ser-
vices as daycare facilities or public
use libraries all under one schoolhouse
roof.

The bottom line is that we are put-
ting millions of dollars into communi-
ties throughout New Jersey, and as
such, we should have two expecta-
tions. The first expectation is that our
schools maximize every one of the
precious state dollars being expended.

Secondly, this school construction
program should be about more than
bricks and mortar. These school dol-
lars have the potential to encourage
other tangible improvements, includ-
ing economic revitalization and envi-
ronmental recovery.

The community development school
program recognizes that there is a syn-
ergy that exists between schools and
the communities. Through this provi-
sion in the overall school construction
program, we look to implement the
means by which the state can ensure
that it is a positive, beneficial and
successful one.

I am optimistic that with state assis-
tance and with the cooperation and
leadership of local leaders and citi-
zens we can create a school construc-
tion program that will do more than
restore the school as a safe haven of
learning. We also hope to rebuild and
improve the surrounding neighbor-
hoods and in the process, rekindle the
spirit and energy that have long been
the hallmarks of New Jersey�s diverse
communities.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor�s Note: Donald T. DiFrancesco

was recently elected by his Senate peers
to his fifth term as Senate President.

By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

FROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENTFROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENTFROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENTFROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENTFROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENT

School Construction Effort Aimed
At Building Stronger Communities

letter that questioned my personal integ-
rity and honesty. Besides being inaccu-
rate, it was an ugly and inappropriate
attack and one not becoming of the Mayor
of Westfield.

I thought we had been successful in
putting partisanship aside as colleagues
on the Town Council in order to do the
work of the people. Perhaps, naively, I
thought that the Mayor understood that it
is in Westfield�s interests, not our own,
that we serve. Mayor Jardim and the
Democratic Party made the wrong deci-
sion in choosing to go negative in the
final hours of an otherwise issues-ori-
ented campaign, and in doing so they
betrayed Westfield residents by choos-
ing politics over principle.

A final note of thanks goes out to the
Ravens, the fifth- and sixth-grade girls�
soccer team that I coached this fall. They
truly kept me going over these past few
weeks. These girls demonstrated to me
that hard work, enthusiasm and playing
together would allow us to succeed and
win.

Greg McDermott
First Ward Councilman

Westfield

While making our town seem warm and
friendly sounds great on paper, I think
the money could be better spent by add-
ing more conveniences to the downtown.

People come to Westfield because it is
safe and has good stores. Not because they
think it�s �quaint.� I mean, what�s next?
Cobblestone streets? Perhaps the money
should be put into something more useful,
such as putting in planters, installing
benches, adding new pay telephones,
building public bathrooms and, most im-
portantly, putting in more parking.

Instead of wasting the money on some-
thing that doesn�t benefit anyone, lets
put the money toward something useful.

Brett Friedman
Journalism Student,

Westfield High School

NJAC Director Thanks
Voters for Approval

Of Bridge Rehab Act
By voting on Election Day, you exer-

cised your right to select the candidates
of your choice. You also enable New
Jersey�s county officials to receive the
dollars they need to begin repair work on
bridges in a state of disrepair.

The New Jersey Association of Coun-
ties (NJAC), the statewide representa-
tive for the Garden State�s 21 counties,
would like to thank New Jersey voters
for supporting the Bridge Rehabilitation
and Improvement Bond Act.

By supporting this ballot question, $250
million will be directed as grants to county
and municipal governments for local
bridge projects. Each county will receive
at least $6 million for needed bridge
repairs, with many counties receiving
amounts exceeding the minimum, based
on varying infrastructure needs.

Next time you walk, bike or drive
across a New Jersey bridge in need of
repair, know that help is on the way.
Once the repair crews arrive, remember
you played an important part in the pro-
cess by taking the time to vote.

Celeste Carpiano
Executive Director

New Jersey Association of Counties
Trenton

Why Can New York Bring Trash to Elizabeth
Yet Residents Have to Go to North Jersey?

Up until recently we were able to take
trash on Saturday mornings to a dump
site on Amboy Avenue, under the
Goethals Bridge in Elizabeth.

As of October 8, we can no longer use
that facility. We would now have to go to
North Jersey to the Hackensack Mead-
owlands Commission Development.

We would first have to purchase a

ticket at one place than travel to a second
place to dispose of the trash. In the mean-
time, 1,260 tons of New York City gar-
bage can be brought to New Jersey to be
disposed of. Why are we as citizens of
Union County putting up with this?

Alfred W. Riker, Jr.
Westfield

Freeholder Sullivan Comments
On GOP Campaign Run in County

After reading Sal Caruana�s letter on
your editorial page, I was compelled to
reply and let your readers know just what
kind of campaign GOP Chairman Frank
McDermott runs in Union County. Per-
haps Mr. Caruana can answer the fol-
lowing questions.

Why did the Union County GOP send
out literature attacking Charlotte
DeFilippo as a �junkyard dog� and men-
tioning her Hungarian heritage? Why did
Union County manager Michael Lapolla,
a Westfield resident, have his entire
family savaged by GOP campaign fliers?
What was the purpose of identifying Mr.
Lapolla as �Albanian� when he is of
Italian-Irish heritage? George Devanney,
Deputy County Manager, was also the
target of a campaign piece.

None of these people were on the
ballot on Election day. Nowhere do you
reference the vicious attacks on Demo-
crats that was authorized by Mr.
McDermott. His own reaction to criti-
cism is to say �if you can�t stand the heat,
get out of the kitchen.�

You go on to question various Demo-
cratic leaders in Westfield and challenge
their values and leadership. Yet you
choose to stick your head in the sand and
ignore the �mean-spiritedness� that is
the hallmark of Mr. McDermott�s so-
called leadership.

The Democratic campaign on the
county level focused on the successful
programs and leadership that we have
offered the residents of Union County.
None of the GOP literature stated what
Republicans would do if elected. Not
one idea that would make you want to
vote for their candidates. Not one Re-
publican has been elected on the county
level for five years. It�s not hard to see
why.

Mr. Caruana, you can�t have it both
ways. Charlotte DeFilippo has called for
an end to the ugly, unsuccessful cam-
paigns run by Mr. McDermott. You have

seen Mr. McDermott�s response. It�s time
for you to get an explanation from Mr.
McDermott. He�s pretty good at vicious
campaign literature. He just can�t win an
election.

Daniel P. Sullivan
Vice Chairman

Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders

future damage.
More than 185 communities and

more than 1,000 businesses have
joined the effort and have seen results
already. Your community can take the
principles of Project Impact and build
back stronger, better and safer.

It is difficult to leave a precious
home � even a home damaged by a
disaster. Many communities and
people just like you have faced this
situation and rebuilt their lives and
created new memories in safer places.
Be sure you get all the information
you need about buyouts. Talk to your
neighbors, community leaders and
local officials.

Don�t hesitate to ask questions so
you can make the best decision. Our
goal, with your help, is to take action
now so that you and future genera-
tions will not have to suffer such dev-
astation ever again.

*  *  *  *  *
Peter Martinasco is the Federal

Coordinating Officer with the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
in charge of recovery efforts in New
Jersey related to damage from Hur-
ricane Floyd.

Correction
A letter published in last week�s

issue of The Westfield Leader and The
Times from David B. Harris inaccu-
rately stated that he was a Westfield
resident. Mr. Harris is from Fanwood.
We regret the error.

Mr. Turner�s Response
In Debate Should Not

Have Gone Unanswered
I want to thank and compliment your

paper for organizing and hosting the
Mountainside Candidates Forum and
your on-going thorough coverage of the
election campaign. You showed the vot-
ers of Mountainside what community is
all about. It was especially gratifying to
me to open up the process of government
and give the citizens the opportunity to
hear another point of view about the
affairs of the borough.

On the whole, the event was con-
ducted in a very high minded manner.
Mr. Mirabelli acquitted himself like a
gentleman and has my respects and best
wishes. However, the proceedings ended
with an unsolicited personal slur by Keith
Turner who stated that his own inten-
tions were completely pure as opposed to
others who were involved for personal
gain.

To allow this egregious insult to go
unanswered was surely a lapse in the
objective coverage which you purported
to provide.

I look forward to following fair and
unbiased coverage of Mountainside ac-
tivities in The Westfield Leader in the
future.

Steve Brociner
Mountainside

Westfield Leader and Times Praised
By League for Campaign Coverage

On behalf of the Westfield Area League
of Women Voters, I would like to com-
mend The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood for its Elec-
tion Issue on October 28.

This issue of your newspaper pro-

vided excellent coverage of the candi-
dates for the voters of Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield.

Your publication takes seriously the
roll of keeping the public informed of the
concerns before them at election time;
this was amply demonstrated by the dis-
tribution to every household in the area.

I also wish to thank you and your staff
for the experience of working together to
inform the public through candidate fo-
rums in the four area towns. The voters
were well served this election!

Merry C. Wisler
President

Westfield Area League
of Women Voters

Take Time to Remember Educators
During American Education Week

The week of November 14 to Novem-
ber 20 has been designated American
Education Week. This year�s theme is
�Students Today, Leaders Tomorrow.�

As a member of the Board of Educa-
tion for eight years and a mother of two
grown sons who have gone through the
Westfield Public School System, this
theme aptly describes the educational
journey of Westfield students.

Our students learn, excel and develop
into well-rounded citizens and leaders.
We continue to see student performance
improve on standardized tests. Our stu-
dents individually, and as groups and
teams, are recognized for their achieve-
ments. Westfield graduates have a pres-

ence in the New Jersey Assembly, the
performing arts, the literary world and
businesses worldwide.

My own sons have found success in
business and education, with the oldest
becoming a high school teacher. His ad-
miration for the profession began in his
early years in Westfield, where he was
encouraged by teacher dedication and
guidance

This week, in appreciating the impor-
tance of education, take the time to re-
member a special teacher in your child�s
life or your own.

On behalf of the Westfield Board of
Education, I would like to thank all our
educators for nurturing and inspiring the
children of Westfield. Our success here
in Westfield is primarily due to their
efforts. They set the tone and level of
expectation in the classroom. They guide
our students to a higher level of aware-
ness and prepare them to be leaders.
They are professionals dedicated to ex-
cellence and their efforts are recognized
and appreciated.

Also, thank you to the entire Westfield
community for supporting their impor-
tant work.

Darielle Walsh
President

Westfield Board of Education
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