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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Board Names Mrs. Larkin
As President; Elects Dr. Donald Sheldon as Vice President

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

As a new year begins for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood so does the leader-
ship on the board.

Following a year under the Presi-
dency of August Ruggiero in 1998,
the board Monday turned the gavel
over to Theresa Larkin to lead the
board for the next year.

Mr. Ruggiero announced last week
that he would again step aside as
President, noting he had served in
the post three times over his 17-year
board tenure, spanning three decades.

At the start of the meeting, newly-
elected Board members Jessica
Simpson, Dr. Donald E. Sheldon and
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. were sworn in
to serve their three- year terms. Dr.
Sheldon, who had served on the board
for six years � the past five as Board
President � prior to his loss in 1998,

was named Vice President by his
Board colleagues.

Dr. Sheldon and Mr. Saridaki won
the race in the five-person battle for
the two Scotch Plains seats on the
board, defeating incumbent board
member Morris H. Gillet, Ava
McNamara and Dominick Bratti. Dr.
Sheldon and Mr. Gillet actually
teamed up to run a joint campaign
this year. Before his defeat, Mr. Gillet
had served on the board for six years.

Ms. Simpson defeated Victoria
Manduca to gain a third full term on
the board which she served on since
being appointed in 1992.

In a 6-2 vote, Mrs. Larkin was
elected as the Board President, after
being nominated by Mr. Ruggerio.
The two other votes were cast by
board members Thomas Russo and
Edward Saridaki, Jr. for Mr.
Saridaki�s nomination as Board Presi-

dent.
Mrs. Larkin thanked Mr. Ruggerio

for �showing me the ropes.� She also
stated that she was �looking forward
to the challenges that lie ahead in our
agenda.� She added, �I know we are

all strong willed individuals, but
know that we are mature enough and
have the integrity to do the job we
were elected to do and put the needs
of our students first.�

During his nomination of Mrs.

Larkin, Mr. Ruggerio stated that he
felt Mrs. Larkin was an �ideal� can-
didate for the position of President
because of her past five years of expe-
rience on the board and because of
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New Pocket Park in Fanwood to be Developed
As Passive Site, Precluding Team Sport Events

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Following a lively public hearing
Monday night, the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council unanimously voted to
develop a pocket park on Watson
Road for passive uses that would
preclude organized sports events.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who chaired the committee which
developed the project, presented a
site plan illustrating the basic design
for the proposed park to about a
dozen residents at a special meeting
of the governing body.

Earmarked for slightly less than
an acre of land opposite the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, the
planned park will rehabilitate and
beautify a long-vacant lot once occu-
pied by the borough�s administrative
offices and fire company, but which
has fallen into a state of disrepair
during the past decade.

Besides aesthetic improvements,
the project will also correct a drain-
age problem which causes Watson
Road to freeze over during the win-
ter, Mrs. Schurtz said.

The work will be funded with
$125,000 in county grant money to
be matched by the borough in cash
and in-kind services. Council mem-
bers noted that the total cost of devel-
oping the park will be equal or less
than what was anticipated.

According to the site plan, the
park will feature a 75-foot by 130-
foot grassy area surrounded by a
sidewalk perimeter. Landscaped sec-
tions with low-maintenance shrubs
and oriental grass are also planned,
along with Victorian-style lighting
and benches, plus a lot with 17 park-
ing stalls.

In addition, several areas outside
the perimeter of the main field will
be left in reserve for possible future
installation of fitness stations oper-
ated by the Fanwood Recreation De-
partment.

Members of the governing body
have long envisioned the park as a
companion site to the Cultural Arts
Center, formerly known as the Car-

riage House, with arts programs,
poetry readings and similar activi-
ties held in an outdoor forum.

Also under consideration was a
proposal to allow the park�s interior
field to be used during certain peri-
ods as much-needed space for the
Pee-Wee Soccer program for 4-year-
olds.

The program is comprised of six
teams of 10 youngsters each. Games
are currently scheduled on Saturdays
between 9 a.m. and noon over 20
weekends in the spring and fall.

However, Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly said during the public hear-
ing that officials wanted to obtain
input from the community before
voting on whether or not to permit
organized sports activities at the park.

The lot is adjacent to residential
properties and located across Watson
Road from the headquarters of both
the Fanwood Fire Department and
the borough�s volunteer rescue squad.

Several residents voiced opposi-
tion to holding organized athletic
programs at the park, arguing that
the bustling activity surrounding
youth sporting events would inter-

rupt sleep for neighbors of the prop-
erty on Saturday mornings.

Sally Drewes, who lives next door
to the site, said she only has one
weekend a month in which to sleep
late. She added that while she sup-
ports the youth programs themselves,
she felt such early morning activity
at the park would be particularly
disruptive for people who work shifts
and may just be heading to bed then.

Several people, among them local
fire department and rescue squad
personnel, were also concerned that
multiple cars parked along Watson
Road for games or practice sessions
could pose traffic and safety hazards,
particularly in such close proximity
to the emergency service headquar-
ters.

Robert Brennan, a Watson Road
resident and 20-year volunteer
firefighter in Fanwood, said calls to
the Fire Department can result in �10
to 12� volunteers traveling to the
municipal complex simultaneously
� particularly on evenings and week-
ends � from various parts of town.

Sue Davis, a veteran Rescue Squad
member, said she also had �serious

concern� about excess cars along
Watson, including the potential im-
pact vehicular traffic could have on
the squad�s ability to respond to an
emergency at the park itself. She
added a similar parking situation
exists at Forest Road Park.

Russell Wells, Jr. of Shady Lane, a
member of the Fanwood Recreation
Commission who was a Democratic
contender for the Borough Council
in 1996, explained that Fanwood
Recreation Director Kevin Ewing has
to juggle multiple requests for play-
ing field space from local groups
throughout the year.

Noting that �there�s not a lot of
property (in the borough) for Pee-
Wee Soccer,� he said the proposal to
use the pocket park field �was the
best (alternative) anybody could come
up with.�

Mr. Wells said the soccer program
was �flexible� regarding the hours
that teams would need to use the
park. He also remarked that, �if there
was another spot, we�d take it, but
there wasn�t.�

Predicting each game would draw

Councilman Donatelli Discusses
Aftermath of Rejecting Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The dictionary defines
�kingmaker� as �a person with great
power and influence.� But don�t call
Scotch Plains Democratic Council-
man Franklin Donatelli a
�kingmaker.�

He laughs at the suggestion, made

a week after his surprise abstention
led to the Township Council being
deadlocked on its vote on the $16.7-
million 1999 municipal budget,
which called for an unpopular six-
point tax increase.

With two words��I abstain��
Mr. Donatelli made himself the key
swing vote on the five-member coun-

cil, which met this week to work up
a new budget and tax proposal.

He told The Times he broke with
his two Democratic colleagues,
Mayor Geri M. Samuel and Council-
man Tarquin Bromley, because �I
listened to the voice of the people�
who spoke in sometimes angry oppo-
sition to the budget and tax plan for
three hours at last week�s tumultuous
council meeting.

Mr. Donatelli, elected last Novem-
ber, emphasized that �my vote was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SP Democrats, Republicans
Stand Firm on Budget Plans

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil met Tuesday night to see if it could
break the deadlock that prevented
the governing body from adopting
the proposed $16.7 million 1999
municipal budget during its April 27
meeting.

While the meeting started out fairly
cordially, it became increasingly ap-
parent that neither party was willing
to yield enough to satisfy the other.

Republican councilman Martin I.
Marks raised the possibility of Mu-
nicipal Manager Thomas E. Atkins�
revisiting the appropriations (expen-
ditures) side of the budget to see
where one tax point might be cut.

Acknowledging his own bias as
the conservative �architect� of the
spending plan, Mr. Atkins opposed

cutting from the appropriations side.
He stated, �This program, in my

opinion, will give taxpayers the ser-
vices they require, the services they
want.�

Democratic councilman Franklin
Donatelli was asked pointedly about
his thoughts since it was his absten-
tion from last week�s budget vote that
precipitated the need for a special
meeting.

Emphasizing he had spent four
�hard� hours dissecting the budget
on May 3, Mr. Donatelli said, �This
budget was really figured tight.�

Gesturing towards Mr. Atkins, he
added, �This man needs this budget
to run this town. Maybe we could
shave a point from the revenue side.�

His Democratic colleagues, Mayor
Geri Samuel and Councilman
Tarquin Bromley, said they would

not support revisiting the appropria-
tions side for possible cuts.

The Republicans agreed that they,
too, were generally comfortable with
appropriations as they stand.

However, Councilman Marks re-
peatedly emphasized the �sentiment�
of the public expressed during last
week�s public hearing which advo-
cated the minimum, if any, munici-
pal tax increase.

�I would consider moving no more
than two points from where Bill and
I stood (at zero),� he said. �Any
higher will, again, incur the ire the
public.�

Councilman Bromley referred to
the group that attended the public
hearing on the budget as a �carefully
orchestrated audience.�

Throughout the meeting, Council-
man William McClintock reiterated
the Republican position that the
record $3,049,621 surplus could be
better used to offset any, if not the
entire, tax increase.

However, township auditor Andy
Hodulik cautioned the council against
using up more of the surplus than the
township might be able to regenerate
in anticipation of the 2000 budget.

�For every point that�s deferred
this year,� he explained, �that�s two
points you have to raise on the rev-
enue side next year, assuming appro-
priations stay about the same.�

Councilmen Marks and
McClintock said, �We hear that ev-
ery year.� They pointed to the
township�s historical record of re-
generating surplus funds beyond pro-
jections as reason enough to give
taxpayers a break this year.

In the end, the Democrats reluc-
tantly agreed to come down one point,
from six tax points to five. A five-
point increase would mean an addi-
tional $58 on the average assessed
house of $116,000, with a rate of 97
cents per $100 of assessed value from
the current 92 cents. This would leave
approximately $2.4 million in sur-
plus.

�Going from six to five is laughing
in the face of the public,� chided
Councilman Marks.

William A. Burke for The Times

FOR FANWOOD�S TREES�Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, second from left in
back row, was presented with the National Arbor Day Foundation�s Tree City
USA Award during the borough�s annual Arbor Day observance last Friday at
LaGrande Park. It is the sixth time the community has received the award for
its efforts on behalf of tree preservation. Pictured with the Mayor are Steven
Falco, Chairman of the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission, and members of the
Junior Girl Scouts, who participated in the program.

EVERY DAY IS EARTH DAY�Under the direction of Susan Beyer, seventh-grade Life Science students did a clean up
of litter on and around the grounds at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains. Shop Rite Supermarkets donated the gloves
and litter bags for the effort. Mrs. Beyer�s classes will continue their clean-up campaign through June. Pictured, left to
right, are: kneeling, Rob Maroney and Eric Barnett; second row, Christina Minniti, Rachel Diken, Allyson Salisbury, Rup
Chattophady, Tracy Salmon, Amanda Miller, Brandon Femia, Abby Rosenblatt, Riccardo Arocha, Matt Leonard and
Nathan Parker, and last row, Stephanie Thomas, Jessica Shink, Brandon Sterns, Anthony Boro, Joey Ruggerio, Kristi
Gayara and Scott Moynihan.

District High School Students Hope to �Shine a Light�
On Prejudice and Hate at Ninth Annual Conference

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In hopes of �shining a light� over
the specters of bias and hate, which
continue to fuel acts of violence
around the country, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will host its
ninth annual conference on preju-
dice reduction later this month.

The event, entitled �Shining a Light
on the Shadow of Hate,� is being
sponsored and coordinated by the
student-led group SLAM (Students
Learning About Multiculturalism).
It will take place throughout the high
school on Friday, May 21, from 8:15

a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
In a written overview of the pro-

gram, Dr. Manuel A. Cancella, As-
sistant Principal for Instruction and
co-advisor to SLAM, said the
program�s primary objective �is to
provide our students with not only
the causes of hate and discrimina-
tion, but also with the facts to instill
tolerance and understanding.�

The conference, which in past years
has also involved assemblies, addi-
tionally seeks to create what Mr.
Cancella described as �a level of
awareness, which will encourage
positive actions and commitments to
make a difference in our school, com-
munity, and beyond.�

He told The Times last week that
this year�s day-long format will fea-

ture 40 presenters, including stu-
dents, staff and outside resource
speakers, who will facilitate 55-
minute workshops held in class-
rooms, the auditorium and in a small
amphitheater at the school, which
serves as a multi-purpose room.

Each program will be presented
four times during the day to a differ-
ent audience of about 30 students,
Mr. Cancella noted. By sharing their
personal experiences and other in-
formation, the speakers hope to bring
home to teens the myriad ways in
which prejudice has impacted societ-
ies for generations.

Although the yearly conferences
deal with all forms of prejudice, and
are planned beginning in September,
this year�s event comes as Scotch

Plains and Fanwood, like communi-
ties nationwide, struggle to compre-
hend the enormous tragedy that oc-
curred at Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colorado on April 20.

Twelve students and a teacher were
killed, and many others wounded, in
a shooting rampage carried out by
two members of an  outcast clique
known as the �Trenchcoat Mafia,�
who reportedly felt alienated from
the majority of the student popula-
tion at their school. The pair had
directed their rage toward certain
classmates, among them African-
Americans and athletes.

Guest speakers expected to partici-
pate in the upcoming conference in-
clude representatives from the Hya-
cinth Foundation, including an AIDS

patient, as well as the state�s Holo-
caust Commission and several Holo-
caust survivors.

Also expected is Paul Zell, a North
Jersey resident who fled to this coun-
try from Germany as a teenager in
the 1930s, only to return to his native
land as part of the United States
armed forces during World War II.

A member of one of the first Army
units to liberate the Buchenwald con-
centration camp, he was retained as
a consultant by Steven Spielberg for
the director�s Oscar-winning 1998
film Saving Private Ryan.

Also scheduled is Charlie Newman,
a SPFHS alumnus, who was ren-
dered a quadriplegic by a high school
football game injury. Mr. Newman

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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her year serving as Vice President in
1998.

During his nomination of Mr. Saridaki,
Mr. Russo stated that he thought Mr.
Saridaki would be a strong candidate for
the position because of his expertise in
finance and budgeting.

Mr. Russo then also nominated Mr.
Saridaki as a candidate for Board Vice
President, while Ms. Jessica Simpson
nominated Dr. Sheldon. In a 5-3 vote, Dr.
Sheldon won the Vice President�s seat.
The three votes cast for Mr. Saridaki
were cast by Mr. Russo, Mr. Saridaki,
both of Scotch Plains, and Richard Meade

of Fanwood.
In other business, Dr. Sheldon was

unanimously voted to serve as a delegate
to the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission�s Representative As-
sembly, while Ms. Simpson was elected
to serve as a delegate on the New Jersey
School Board�s Association. Ms. Simpson
held the position for the past year.

Also, Casper P. Boehm, Jr. was also
unanimously appointed to serve as the
district�s attorney. He was awarded the
contract without competitive bidding as
a �professional Service� under the provi-
sions of the Public School Contracts Law.

Board of Education Elects
 President, Vice President
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about 28 cars to the park, he said most
could use the 17 stalls in the lot there,
and that the remainder could use Russell
Road as an alternative to Watson.

He maintained that other proposed
uses for the park, such as cultural pro-
grams, concerts and picnics, as well as
informal pickup games among small
groups of people, would generate noise
in the neighborhood as well.

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy said he did not believe the existing
parking plan was adequate to accommo-
date the number of vehicles that would
be coming and going from the park if it
were used for multiple sports games,
adding that he felt officials would be
�inviting disaster.�

Mayor Connelly, who said there are
�real critical safety issues� involved in
using the pocket park for organized sports
events, revealed that officials are also
looking at a proposal to use the detention
basin behind the municipal complex as a
playing or practice field if it was deter-
mined to be suitable for that purpose.

Another option, suggested by Rich-
ard Bard of North Avenue, was that part
of an extensive tract of level land in the
PSE&G right-of-way running parallel
to Terrill Road could be used as field
space. He observed that the property has

already been utilized for the planting of
wildflowers and similar projects.

Other concerns raised by residents
during the hearing dealt with planned
lighting fixtures to illuminate the side-
walk area, which will be located near
the park�s borders, and whether the land-
scaping would provide sufficient screen-
ing for neighboring properties.

Councilwoman Schurtz said that al-
though the exact design of the lighting
fixtures is still to be finalized, the
borough�s zoning ordinance mandates
that illumination not be intrusive. She
added that this requirement would in-
fluence the lighting ultimately chosen
for the park.

In response to an inquiry by John
Kaminskas of Russell Road, who said
he was concerned that he did not see
screening indicated on the site plan for
the section of the park near his property,
Councilwoman Schurtz said the draw-
ing only reflected the basic concepts and
layout based on recommendations.

The proposed park will be enclosed
by a six-foot-high black chain link fence
which Councilwoman Schurtz said
would appear less visible against the
backdrop of the park. It would also have
small links to make the fence difficult to
scale, she said.

Fanwood�s Pocket Park
Slated For Passive Site

not influenced by (Republican Council-
men Martin) Marks or (William J.)
McClintock.�

And, he added, �my vote was not
influenced by the man who stood up at
the meeting and pointed to me and said
I was the swing vote.

�I made my decision at the last sec-
ond,� he maintained. �I didn�t inform
my counterparts beforehand.� His vote,
he said, �was my conscience.�

His Democratic colleagues� reaction
after his vote last week? �We didn�t
even discuss it� afterwards, he said.

�They were very upset because they
didn�t know I was going to do it.�

 As for the public reaction, Mr.
Donatelli joked that the day after the
meeting, �I had a deluge of phone calls
from people saying things like I could
walk on water and so on.� He laughed as
he recalled receiving 19 telephone calls
the first day after his vote, eight or nine
calls the second day, and six calls three
days later.

�Your heroism is short-lived,� he
joked, before adding that, �I didn�t do it
for that purpose. I�m not a showboat.�

Councilman Donatelli
Discusses Rejected Budget

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Republicans came up from
zero to two tax points, which equates
to an additional $23.20 on the aver-
age assessed house in Scotch Plains.
They refused to budge any further.
Their proposal would leave approxi-
mately $2 million in surplus.

Mr. Atkins confirmed that, if the

Governing Body Debates
Pros, Cons of Four-Year

Terms for Mayor, Council
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD � Being a part-time
elected member of the Westfield Town
Council often becomes a balancing
act between council business and run-
ning for re-election, which occurs
every two years for governing body
members, including the mayor.

Under the current system, each of
the town�s four wards has two repre-
sentatives elected to staggered two-
year terms. Mayoral elections are
held bi-annually.

Faced with that fact, Third Ward
Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman,
who chairs the Laws and Rules Com-
mittee, has proposed a change in the
Town Charter to move away from the
current system that causes half of the
eight council seats to be up for elec-
tion each year.

Under his proposal, considered for
the first time Tuesday night by the
full council, terms would change to
four years for both council members
and the mayor.

Town Attorney William S.
Jeremiah, 2nd, noted that any change
would not impact current terms of
council members.

Any change would require state
legislation to change the existing
Town Charter which was granted in
the 1960s by state officials.

Westfield is one of just 12 commu-
nities in New Jersey with special
charters. Mr. Jeremiah said it would
be �unrealistic� to expect that pro-
cess to be completed this year.

Councilman Goldman said he be-
lieves the current system causes �pos-
turing� by council members who need
to push for credit on certain issues to
assist them in their re-election bids.

At the same time, he noted, two-
year terms do force council members
to be responsive to their constituents
who have ample opportunities to vote
them out of office.

Mr. Goldman noted that the coun-
cil could also favor non-partisan
elections which do not use the Re-
publican and Democratic or other
�party-line� slates. However, by state
law, these elections must be held in
May.

�I personally would not favor that
because I think the turnout would be
rather light,� he told his council col-
leagues.

Second Ward Councilman James
J. Gruba, the veteran on the govern-
ing body, said he thinks Mr.
Goldman�s plan deserves a closer
look by the council.

�I think it is worthy of serious
consideration,� he said.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano said his concern is
that some individuals may not want
to commit to a four-year term, caus-
ing more council members not to
fulfill their full terms and creating
problems for the governing body in
moving ahead with town business.

He added that prospective candi-
dates might be hesitant to seek office
due to longer terms.

Councilman Goldman noted that
two-year terms are also the case in
the House of Representatives and
New Jersey State Assembly; the dif-
ference, though, is that these officials
are paid, unlike the volunteer efforts
of Westfield Council members.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., indicated that the �root
of the problem� of the current system
may actually be the �insanity� of
dollars spent in the past few years in
council races.

Up to a few years ago, the council
was mostly Republican with only a
few contested races each year, if any.
These days there are races each year
in all four wards.

The council is expected to con-
tinue discussion on term limits at a
future council conference session.

SP Dems, Republicans
Stand By Budget Plans

council does not approve a final 1999
budget next week, �it could present
some big-time operational problems.
We would need to amend the tempo-
rary budget.�

The respective amendments to the
proposed budget will be presented for a
vote at the Tuesday, May 11 meeting.

RESOLVE Center to Sponsor
Senior Citizen Prom Dance

SCOTCH PLAINS � RESOLVE
Community Counseling Center, Inc.,
located in Scotch Plains, in partner-
ship with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School�s Student Leadership
Conference participants, is sponsor-
ing a �Senior� Citizen Prom on Fri-
day, May 21, from 7 to 9 p.m. in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

With the financial support from
Merck and Co. and the cooperation
of the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission, this event is an opportunity
for young and old to join in an evening
of entertainment, refreshments and
dancing, explained Barbara Roskin,
a spokeswoman for the event.

Live entertainment will be pro-
vided by Mid-Life Entertainment
under the direction of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School�s Music Su-
pervisor, Vincent Turturiello.

As part of their commitment to
community service, the Student Lead-
ership members will serve as hosts
and hostesses during the evening.
The Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment is coordinating pick up
points with the Senior Citizen Bus
for those who need transportation to
and from the high school.

For reservations and transporta-
tion requests, please call the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department at
(908) 322-6700.

All proceeds will benefit RE-
SOLVE Community Counseling
Center, Inc., which is a non-profit
mental health agency dedicated to
providing quality affordable coun-
seling; advocacy; and educational
programs for children, adolescents,
and adults, both individually and in
groups.

Collection of Fanwood History
To Be Established at Library
FANWOOD � The Fanwood His-

toric Preservation Commission and
the Fanwood Public Library have
announced the creation of the
Fanwood Collection to be located in
the Fanwood Room of the Library.

The Collection will consist of pho-
tographs, maps, documents, corre-
spondence and other historic memo-
rabilia related to the development of
Fanwood and its significance as a
20th-century suburban commuter
community.

The Commission is currently or-
ganizing materials that have been
donated by residents over the years.
The Commission is interested in
learning about any other historic ma-
terial or memorabilia that may exist
relating to the history of Fanwood.

Volunteers with expertise in
archiving historic collections to as-
sist in this project are also sought.
Interested parties may contact the
Fanwood Borough Hall.

The Fanwood Collection will also
include professional reference books
for in-library use on a variety of
topics with an emphasis on restoring
and preserving historic houses.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion purchased this reference resource
collection and Commission member
Kevin Mason, a local architect with a
residential practice that focuses on
older houses, chose the titles.

Mr. Mason chose the books as a
good core collection of resources for
the residents of Fanwood. They are
books to which Mr. Mason refers to
when designing residential projects.
For the most part, they are easy to use
because of their formats and many
illustrations.

Several of the books are intended
to help homeowners identify the styles
of their houses within the context of
New Jersey�s diverse architectural
heritage. Others will help
homeowners select authentic color
schemes for their houses, while still
others will provide inspiration for
period interior design schedules.

Technical advice for restoring, re-

pairing, renovating and adding on to
older houses is offered in several
books, two of which focus on specific
rooms of the house: the kitchen and
the bathroom.

The Commission is working with
Dan Weiss, the Fanwood Library Di-
rector, to establish a system for ac-
cess to these materials by residents.

The Fanwood Historic Preserva-
tion Commission was established by
ordinance of the Borough to assist
the Borough in identification of his-
toric resources, to advise Borough
agencies regarding goals and tech-
niques of historic preservation, to
collect and distribute historical ma-
terials, and to establish and preserve
local historic resources.

Coles Elementary Celebrates
Earth Day With Activities

SAVE THE PANDAS�Fourth grader Christina Boggs works on her �Environ-
mental Coat of Arms� depicting the loss of habitat and food for the Giant Panda.
The activity was one of several conducted by different grade levels at Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains in observance of Earth Day.

SCOTCH PLAINS � Earth Day
was a very busy one at Coles Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains this year,
with activities planned for each grade
level by Parent Teacher Association
Earth Day Chairwomen Maria Kreyer
and Felicia Levine. The program was
carried out at each grade level by parent
volunteers.

Kindergartners recycled pint sized
milk cartons into bird feeders. After
learning about endangered animals, the
first graders colored pictures. Second
graders planted seeds in egg cartons

that will be put into the ground to bio-
degrade when the seeds sprout.

Forester Jean Kavinsky spoke to the
third graders about the care of the pine
tree seedlings the students were given
to plant in their own yards.

The fourth graders created an Envi-
ronmental Coat of Arms, with sections
depicting an endangered species, the
problem being faced by that species
and a solution to help save the species.
Fifth graders challenged their knowl-
edge of their environment in an Earth
Day Quiz Bowl.

Post Office Introduces
Delivery Confirmation
The United States Postal Service is

offering customers a new, inexpen-
sive way to obtain delivery informa-
tion on their Priority Mail and Parcel
Post (Standard B) packages, called
Delivery Confirmation.

For an additional 35 cents with
Priority Mail, this service will pro-
vide the delivery information custom-
ers need, including date and time of
delivery and zip code, plus whether
the package was delivered, attempted,
forwarded, or returned.

For Parcel Post, the service cost is
an additional 60 cents.

At the retail counter, a package re-
ceives a bar coded label that is scanned
electronically and put into a national
data network. Delivery information is
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

Customers can then either call
(800) 222-1811, or use the web site,
www.usps.com, which  will detail
the tracking of the package.

Teachers Awarded Grant
At Brunner Elementary

SCOTCH PLAINS � Four teach-
ers at Brunner Elementary School in
Scotch Plains were recently awarded a
grant through the New Jersey Education
Association.

Marcy Murray, Charlene Hall,
Marianne Colangelo and Joseph Roskin,
under the leadership of Merrie Snow,
were awarded monies to enhance their
present curriculum through a grant en-
titled �Retired Teachers Have More

Class...es.�
This grant brings retired teachers back

into the classroom to share their travels
from around the world. While the teacher
is traveling, he or she sends postcards
containing clues as to the places they are
visiting. Students then complete lessons
in geography and map skills, social stud-
ies, mathematics, science, writing and
art based on where that teacher is lo-
cated.
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will discuss the challenges disabled
people face in today�s fast-paced world.

Two Japanese-Americans who were
interned by the United States govern-
ment during World War II are also on
SLAM�s itinerary of speakers. Mr.
Cancella said the group also hopes to
have a college student from Kosovo speak
at the event.

Half the program, he noted, will be
delivered by students and staff at the high
school. The Junior State student group
will hold eight structured debates that
day, covering topics ranging from reli-
gion and gender bias to political correct-
ness and the media�s portrayal of
America�s youth.

Also on hand will be Dr. Larry Hogan
of Union County College, known for his
nationally-recognized program about the
African-American experience in base-
ball, �Only the Ball Was White.�

Raritan Valley Community College
professors Steven Kaufman and Angela
Bodino will introduce the Internet web
site they created, �Global Patterns of
Hate,� which captured a national award
for the college.

They will also discuss web sites that
promote hate � a focus of the investiga-
tion into the Columbine rampage � and
those that feature positive messages,
while helping students to differentiate
between the two, Mr. Cancella said.

In addition, speakers from the state
and Union County Prosecutor�s offices,
the Cranford Police Department and other
law enforcement personnel will discuss
bias and hate crimes, as well as gangs
and gang culture.

Rounding out the day�s events will be
a play performed by English teacher Diane
McGovern�s drama class about how ig-
norance spawns prejudice, plus a video
from the Southern Poverty Center in
Georgia, �Shadow of Hate,� which the
Assistant Principal explained �profiles
the history of intolerance in America.�

Speakers at previous conferences have
included Sister Rose Thiering, a Holo-
caust survivor and Dr. Leon Bass, a re-
tired educator and United States Army

Local High School Students
to �Shine a Light� on Hate

Engineering Combat Battalion veteran
who helped to liberate Buchenwald.

A co-curricular activity for students in
grades 9 through 12, SLAM �promotes
tolerance and an understanding and ap-
preciation for diversity,� Mr. Cancella
confirmed. He said the group evolved
from a Kean University initiative en-
titled Diversity 2000, a council now com-
prising 42 school districts.

Each year, the council sponsors a con-
ference for high school students, during
which participants exchange ideas on
how member schools can encourage preju-
dice reduction.

Mr. Cancella said that SLAM, which
he co-advises with Sandy Kling, a teacher
in the high school�s health and physical
education department, grew out of one
the first Diversity 2000 conferences, and
currently has about 22 members.

The group received a state award for
its 1994-1995 program, �Rainbow of
Reality Day,� during which students re-
ceived a first-hand lesson in discrimina-
tion by wearing different-colored rib-
bons that denoted the type of treatment
they would receive from others.

A new aspect to this year�s conference,
Mr. Cancella revealed, is that 15 to 20
charities and service organizations have
been invited to set up booths on the first
floor of the school during the program.

By acquainting students with these
groups and their activities, members of
SLAM hope to counteract negative influ-
ences to which young people are exposed
by encouraging their peers �to use your
time in a positive way in service to your
community and your neighbors.�

Conference workshops will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. All present-
ers will be served a complimentary break-
fast between 7:15 and 8:15 a.m., and
lunch between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. From
1:30 to 2:30 p.m., students will discuss
and evaluate the program topics pre-
sented.

Anyone interested in taking part in the
conference may call Mr. Cancella at the
high school at (908) 889-8600, Exten-
sion No. 408.


