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BRETT VANDERVEER TAKES 6TH IN STATES, TIM MARCANTONIO FALLS IN QUARTERFINALS

Raider Jim Feeley Wins in Super-Regionals, Then Falls
With Onur Tezucar, Tony Melendez in Atlantic City

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jim Feeley and Tony Melendez of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and Onur Tezucar of West-
field earned the trip to Atlantic
City for the NJSIAA/Bob�s Stores/
Star Ledger state wrestling tourna-
ment but were eliminated in the
Friday March 12 wrestlebacks.
Tezucar at 154 and Melendez at
132 were stopped in the first round
wrestlebacks and Feeley at heavy-
weight fell in the second round.

After the Super-Region bouts
which were held on March 9 in Union,
only Feeley remained to have a shot
at the state championship. Defend-
ing Region 3 champions Tezucar and
Melendez were both stunned in their
respective weight classes in Union.
They were not alone; however, as 12
region champions were dethroned.

In Union, Feeley awaited the out-
come of the preliminary round bout
between Colin Hunter of South
Plainfield and Dan Neyra of Clifton,
which was won by Neyra in 1:27.
Feeley, who had been wrestling quite
intelligently since the Union County
finals, continued his command with
Neyra. In the first period, Feeley
dropped Neyra to the mat with a single-
leg takedown. Neyra escaped near the
end of the period. In the second, Feeley
used a punch arm bar and a half
nelson to turn Neyra�s eyes toward the
lights, ending the bout in 2:34.

Despite watching all of the upsets
which had occurred before his bout,
Feeley said, �You can�t think about

the other matches. When you get to
this point, individual, you just got to
start thinking about yourself. You
must block everything out.�

Feeley commented on his recent
fine tuning, refinement and mat sense.
�Coach Artigliere and Bello have
been telling me that I can do it. Now
I am starting to believe in myself. I
knew that I was good, I just didn�t
know that I was Atlantic City good.�

�Jim wrestled a good match. I am
trying to make him believe that he
could be a state champion,� said
Raider Head Coach Mike Artigliere.
�He is three matches away from it.
Hopefully, he is going to start believ-
ing me.�

Artigliere added, �He is following
the pattern. He is doing a great job.
He is one of the best heavyweights
out there. There are a lot of things
that he can do out there that other
heavyweights can not do.�

At Atlantic City, Feeley, seeded-
sixth, was defeated by third-seeded
Tom Curl of Paulsboro, 7-5, in the
quarterfinals, then was eliminated in
the wrestleback by Dave Webb of
Shawnee by fall in 3:31.

In Union, Melendez was edged, 5-
4, by John Maiorana of Bloomfield,
who had defeated Rob Verhoeven of
Cranford, 16-0, in the preliminary
round. Situations appeared under
control as Melendez initiated the scor-
ing with a single-leg takedown in the
first period. Unfortunately, Maiorana
escaped and added a double-leg
takedown to carry a 3-2 lead into the
second.

Melendez was on top for the entire
second period but was unable to turn
Maiorana. During that period,
Melendez was penalized a point for
locking hands. Down 4-2, in the third,
Melendz tied the score with a for-
ward roll reversal. Melendez allowed
Maiorana to escape in hopes of scor-
ing a takedown for the win; however,
Maiorana held off the attacks for the
victory.

�Tony had a tough match, but he is
resilient,� said Artigliere. �I know he
is going to bounce back at the states.�

Unfortunately, Melendez lost by a
5-0 decision to Jim Barringer of
Hopatcong in the first-round
wrestlebacks.

Tezucar was shocked by Morgan
Horner of Hasbrouck Heights, 8-1, in
Union. Earlier, Horner had stacked
John Donofrio of Cranford in 3:39.
Horner scored a double-leg takedown
in the first, a switch reversal in the
second, then added another reversal
and a double-leg takedown in the
third while giving up an escape.
Tezucar, who has been deadly from
the top position, was blocked in every
tilting attempt by Horner.

In the first-round wrestlebacks at
Atlantic City, Tezucar was pinned by
Ron Schroeder of Belvidere in 2:54.

Two additional stunning upsets in
the Super-Region were recorded by
Todd DeWitt and Mike Mergott of A.
L. Johnson. Wrestling like a man
possessed, DeWitt made his move at
154 by pinning Frank Zarro of
Bloomfield in 4:24, then knocked off
Region 4 Champ Zeke Hernandez of

Cliffside Park, 10-7. Mergott fol-
lowed suit at 173 by pinning Chris
Rawley of West Orange in 3:45, then
by defeating Anthony Salamon also
of Cliffside Park, 6-2.

Two region champions who were
not about to be upset in Union were
Brett Vanderveer of Governor
Livingston at 121 and Pat Ekstrom of
Cranford at 217. Vanderveer, who

was revving in high gear, scored five
takedowns and a nearfall before run-
ning over John Csuka of Glen Ridge
in 3:57.

At Atlantic City, Vanderveer,
seeded third, defeated Kris Monzo of
Clifton, 5-2, in the quarterfinals then
lost to Joe Alexander of Delsea, 8-2,
in the semifinals. Vanderveer was
defeated, 8-1, by Mike Booth in the

wrestleback semifinals then lost by a
9-7 decision to Cliff Medina of Brick
in the bout for fifth-place.

In Union, Ekstrom met an old foe,
Ishmael Medley of Elizabeth. In the
first period, Ekstrom blasted Medley
with three devastating double-leg
takedowns, then turned him for a
nearfall to take a 9-2 lead. Ekstrom

SEASON CAPPED BY LIZ MCKEON�S 1,017 POINTS

Lady Blue Devils Complete
Memorable Hoops Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A small but tenacious Westfield
High School girls basketball team
took to the courts this past season
and finished with a respectable
12-9 record. The season was in-
deed highlighted by a rare event,
senior Liz McKeon�s surpassing
the 1,000-point barrier.

The Devil girls got off on the
right foot by defeating Roselle Park
for the title in the Panther Pride
Holiday Tournament on December
30. Six days later, they pulled off a
stunning, 27-26, come-from-behind
victory over a speedy Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team.

Collectively, the Blue Devils to-
taled 831 points which included 211-

365 from the foul line for a .57.8
average and 300 field goals, 20 be-
ing from three-point range. They
pulled down 400 defensive and 216
offensive rebounds for a total of 616,
set up 275 assists, swiped 167 steals
and made 52 blocked shots.

McKeon went into the history
books when she burst through to
get numbers 1,000 and 1,001 with
2:14 remaining in the fourth quar-
ter against the Colonials from
Morristown on February 25. This
achievement elevated her into a
lofty status with only one other
Blue Devil girl, Chrissy Jeremiah,
who just happens to be a member
of the Westfield High School
Sports Hall of Fame. It was in-
deed a  memorable  game for

McKeon as she also burned the
net with 31 points.

McKeon finished this season with
a team-leading 364 points, averag-
ing 18.2 per game, and wound up
with a career 1,017 points. This
season, she hit 115 of 168 free
throws for a 69 percent average and
nailed 11 three-pointers.

However, McKeon was a total bas-
ketball player. She contributed and
led in every positive category. As the
team captain, she bore the responsi-
bility encouraging and organizing
her teammates during the game.
McKeon led the Blue Devils with 68
assists, 47 steals and rebounds with
181, 116 defensive and 65 offensive.
She also tied with Monique Brendel

JENERETTE RULED BOARDS; MARTINEZ LED SCORING

Raider Boy Cagers Complete
Competitive, 13-11, Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Bennie Martinez mobilized
the offense and junior Ron Jenerette
controlled traffic under the boards as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team finished
with a competitive, 13-11, season.
The Raiders exercised team speed
and finesse to keep them in most of
the games.

Quickness combined with finesse
provided the Raiders with an amaz-
ing 330 steals. Toughness and hustle
earned the Raiders a huge 737-581
advantage in rebounds as they domi-
nated in both offensive and defensive
rebounds, leading 276-224 and 461-
357, respectively. The Raiders
matched their opponents, 1,272-
1,272 in scoring.

Offensively, Martinez led the Raid-
ers in five categories. Martinez, who
virtually could score from anywhere,
led in with 375 points. He was devas-
tating from beyond the circle, sink-
ing 32 three-pointers, and terrifying
with two-pointers as he amassed 97.
When fouled, Martinez hit 85-111
for 77 percent. In addition, he led the
team with 85 assists.

Jenerette ruled the boards both
offensively and defensively. Total-
ing a team-leading 197 rebounds,
he pulled down 103 defensive and
94 offensive rebounds. Jenerette also
led the Raiders in rejections with 38
blocked shots.

Martinez was the leading thief on
the Raiders with 87 steals. If an op-
ponent would flinch, Martinez would
swipe the ball, swiftly move it down
court and make the layup. In addi-
tion, he was quite fruitful in rebound-
ing with 71 defensive and 38 offen-
sive, totaling 109.

Jenerette, on the other hand, was
second in scoring with 236 points

and hit 40 of 62 free throws for 65
percent. He also was fourth on the
team with 42 assists and 43 steals.

Senior James Allen Osborne fired
in 232 points, hitting 19 from three-
point range and sinking 53 of 70 free
throws for 76 percent. He was second
on the team in blocked shots with 15,
steals with 55 and rebounds with
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GORDON KASLUSKY�Senior - Captain of
boys winter track team. Kaslusky has been very
strong in mid-distance and long distance events.
He placed first in the 1,000-meter run at the
Morris County Coaches Track Tournament.
Kaslusky also qualified for the Meet of
Champions in the 1,600-meter run. Kaslusky is
an A student in an advanced program. The
Scholar-Athlete of the Month program was
created by The Westfield Leader and has been

made possible by the listed sponsors.

Westfield High School

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUSTLING DOWN COURT�Raider Hal Burwell dribbles the ball down
court as his teammates hustle toward their basket during a well-played game
with Westfield High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGROUPING AND TALKING OVER STRATEGY�Blue Devil girls basketball Head Coach Kathy Hauser calls a time
out to regroup and talk over team strategy during a memorable game with Morristown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENDING IT WITH A �PUNCH� ARM BAR�Raider heavyweight Jim Feeley begins to roll Dan Neyra of Clifton to his
back using a �punch� arm bar and a half-nelson during their bout at the Super-Regions. Feeley succeeded and pinned
Neyra in 1:27. Feeley received the sixth seed in the heavyweight class at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEZUCAR ATTEMPTING A SWITCH�Blue Devil Onur Tezucar, left, attempts a switch on Morgan Horner of
Hasbrouck Heights, during his 154-lb. bout at the Super-Regions in Union. Unfortunately for Tezucar, Horner had a firm
grip on his ankle and prevented the move.


