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James Heimlich Reflects on 22-Year Law Career
Before Taking Bench as Superior Court Judge

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � The familiar and
comfortable surroundings that James
Heimlich has known in his law office
at 435 East Broad Street for the last
22 years are about to change forever.

Mr. Heimlich is closing his gen-
eral law practice and preparing to
begin a daily commute to Elizabeth,
where he will sit as a Superior Court
Judge.

The 51-year-old attorney was con-
firmed by the State Senate on May 24
and will be sworn in on Tuesday, July
6, before family, friends and col-
leagues.

It is likely he will be assigned a
case immediately and begin work on
Wednesday, July 7. But as a Judge,
Mr. Heimlich must discontinue his
work as an attorney, and has been
given 30 to 40 days to wind down his
practice.

His case load and current clients
will move across the street to attor-
neys Johnstone Skok Loughlin &
Lane, while Mr. Heimlich either tries
to sell or rent his building, located
next door to the Westfield Municipal
Building, and close up shop.

A long-time Westfield resident,
Mr. Heimlich may find it hard to say
goodbye to his work of the last 26
years, but admits it is an exciting
period because his desire to be a
judge has grown over the years.

�I�ve always enjoyed the law,� he
said matter-of-factly. �Wanting to be
a judge grows. You can�t even be
considered to be a judge until you�ve
practiced for 10 years. So I really
didn�t think about it at first. But then
it did become something I desired.�

Asked why being a judge has such
appeal, Mr. Heimlich paused. He
finally stated, �I
enjoy the schol-
arly pursuit. I en-
joy the interplay
between attor-
neys, and if one
can be helpful in
achieving a court-
room atmosphere
so that justice can
be accomplished,
there is no greater
reward.�

Mr. Heimlich
isn�t all business,
though. He said he
loves baseball,
adding with a
laugh that the only
thing that stopped
him from pursu-
ing a professional
sports career was
the ability. Even
today, he stays
physically fit with
daily workouts on a Nordic Trak, and
swims at the Westfield �Y.�

He also enjoys kayaking in the bay
at Long Beach Island, where he has
a home, and sailing.

Mr. Heimlich spent part of his
youth in Westfield, and attended the
former Holy Trinity High School,
where he met his wife, Patricia L.
Haefeli. He went to Seton Hall Uni-
versity, South Orange, and is a gradu-
ate of Seton Hall Law School, New-
ark, receiving his Juris Doctor De-
gree in 1972.

He began his career in the Union
County� Prosecutor�s office, where

he tried cases ranging from armed
robberies to homicides.

�That was the
first five years of
my career,� he
said. �Once you
have that train-
ing, then you have
the building
blocks to handle
any kind of law.�

He opened a
private practice in
Westfield in 1977,
during which
time he developed
a reputation as a
fair and diligent
attorney.

�He is very pro-
fessional,� said
Frank X.
McDermott, of
Wa r r e n - b a s e d
A p r u z z e s e ,
M c D e r m o t t ,
Mastro &
Murphy. �He is a

genuine individual � no falseness,
considerable integrity, puts on no
airs.�

Mr. McDermott, who has known
Mr. Heimlich and his wife for more
than 40 years, has referred many
clients to Mr. Heimlich�s Westfield
practice, and said he has never had
any dissatisfaction reported back to
him.

Mr. Heimlich has had, in fact, two
well-remembered cases that have
caused colleagues to take notice.

One was in the late 1980s, when
Mr. Heimlich represented Browning
Ferris Industries (BFI) in an anti-
trust case initiated by the state in-
volving 56 garbage haulers.

BFI was the only defendant ac-
quitted following two trials that lasted
17 weeks. Mr. Heimlich pointed out
that the case received much attention
and was one of the first televised
trials in New Jersey.

Another important trial during Mr.
Heimlich�s career was when he rep-
resented a former mayor of Rahway
who had been accused of commercial
bribery. Mr. Heimlich, who is par-
ticularly proud of this case, was able
to prove who actually committed the

crime, resulting in the acquittal of
his client.

Jim Hart, Director of the Narcotics
Strike Force for the Union County
Prosecutor�s office, worked with Mr.
Heimlich in the Prosecutor�s Office,
where the two were trial partners.

�I couldn�t praise him enough,�
Mr. Hart said. �He will really be a
welcome addition to the bench. He is
a caring, decent human being. He
will demonstrate a compassion for
all litigants. He really feels for
everyone�s problems.�

In addition to his private practice,
Mr. Heimlich was a Westfield Town
Councilman from 1985 to 1989, serv-
ing part of the time as Acting Mayor
� work he said he enjoyed because
it gave him an opportunity to help
neighbors deal with their problems.

�I felt like I was making a differ-
ence,� he remarked.

More recently, he has served as the
Borough Attorney in Roselle Park,
and as the Planning Board Attorney
in Kenilworth, both of which he has
to give up in his new role as a judge.

Although Mr. Heimlich loves his
work, he is very much a family man
whose personal life has been as im-
portant as any of his professional
success.

He said he would not be where he
is today had it not been for the sup-
port of his wife and his daughter,
Jodi.

�They are so good to me at home,�
he said. �I would not be able to enjoy
any of these successes without them.�

He is fiercely proud of his 26-year-
old daughter, who graduated from
Westfield High School. Jodi is now
married and living in Maplewood.
She is Assistant Director of Admis-
sions at Columbia University in New
York City.

Some of Mr. Heimlich�s best
memories are of coaching his
daughter�s softball teams, an era of
his life during which he said he felt
the �most relaxed.�

So when he is sworn in July 6 as
one of the more than two dozen
Superior Court judges in Union
County, Mr. Heimlich�s wife and
daughter will be right beside him,
holding the Bible and his new judi-
cial robe.

Fanwood Mayor and Council Preview Design
For Borough�s Future Internet Web Site

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD � Last Thursday
evening, elected officials and others
got a sneak peek at Fanwood�s future
Internet web site, the design of which
captures the community�s small town
flavor while reaching a vast audience.

Sharon Walker and Denise
Schmidt, members of Fanwood�s
Communications/Volunteerism
Committee, unveiled their home page
design and gave an overview of the
planned site during the Borough
Council�s monthly regular meeting.

Committee members hope to have
the site up and running in time for
the borough�s fourth annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration on Sunday,
September 26, according to Com-
mittee Chairman Peter Billson.

Included on the web site will be
information about the borough�s his-
tory, its businesses and profession-
als, community services, government
and schools, as well as current events,
news and commuter information.
Also featured will be a message from
the mayor, municipal telephone num-
bers, and a community calendar.

As described by Mrs. Walker, the
Internet site will �give the borough
an on-line presence.� The
committee�s goals in establishing the
site are to improve communication
with residents, while also promoting
awareness of Fanwood far beyond its
borders.

Darryl Walker of Westfield, Terri-
tory Sales Manager for
Comcast@Home and publisher of a
Westfield web site, will also serve as
web master for the Fanwood site at
no cost to the borough, according to
its designers.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly

called the design �very impressive.�
Recalling her own experience as a
former longtime executive with
AT&T, she added that, �you can never
communicate too much.�

The web site was among the pro-
posals put forth in a report to the
council by the Fanwood Community
Assessment Committee�s communi-
cation action group last December.

Under other business at the coun-
cil session, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell announced that Mayor
Connelly and Assessment Commit-
tee Chairman David Pickering are
scheduled to speak about the
committee�s activities on Tuesday,
June 22, at the Gateway Institute of
Kean University in Union.

They are also expected to give a
presentation on the borough two days
later at the National Civic League
seminar in Philadelphia. During the
seminar, the Mayor and Mr. Pickering
will also gather information to use as
a guide for when Fanwood applies
for All-American Cities designation,
Ms. Mitchell said. The designation
recognizes communities based on a
varied criteria.

In a separate part of the meeting,
the governing body adopted on sec-
ond reading three ordinances which
were unveiled at its May 13 regular
session.

These included an amended salary
ordinance; an ordinance supporting a
non-binding referendum to tap public
opinion on whether the borough
should purchase the Dean Oil prop-
erty, and an amended list of items to
be purchased by the borough through
a lease agreement with the Union
County Improvement Authority.

Officials also unanimously ap-
proved a resolution authorizing

Mayor Connelly to sign the new,
three-year contract recently reached
between the borough and Fanwood
Policeman�s Benevolent Association
Local No. 123. The pact calls for a
3.9 percent pay increase for each
year covered by the agreement.

Early on during the meeting, the
governing body honored Gerald CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Kavinski, who will graduate from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
this month, as Fanwood�s Scholar of
the Year.

Mayor Connelly praised the stu-
dent, who will attend Catholic Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. begin-
ning this fall, as a �remarkable young

Mountainside Council
Mulls Additional Lot

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE � Plans for
additional spaces and a new parking
lot were presented and discussed at
the Mountainside Council�s agenda
setting meeting on Tuesday.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
gave a presentation to council and
audience members on the parking
project and discussed other improve-
ments that will be made in the bor-
ough.

Mr. Disko said that a new lot will
be constructed in a space between the
borough�s library and the Fire House.

The new lot will be located in the
northeast corner of Route 22, West,
across from Borough Hall. It will
provide 24 parking spaces.

Mr. Disko noted that $180,000 of
the $190,000 project was being paid
for by a state Department of Trans-
portation grant.

The Borough Council passed a
resolution allowing Mr. Disko to start
the bidding process for the project.

Mr. Disko also asked for and re-
ceived council approval to apply for
a $100,000 state grant to improve
Wood Valley Road, from New Provi-
dence Road to Old Tote Road, as well
as other paving projects in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside. Mr. Disko
said that in the past, state grant money
has paid for other borough road im-
provements.

During the meeting, borough offi-
cials also updated council members
on planned structural improvements
to the Mountainside Fire House.

Councilman Werner Schon pointed
out that the Fire House was origi-

nally built in 1973 and is in need of
repair. He noted that work needs to be
done to preserve the brick in the
building, and that the brick needs
resealing.

He added that the firehouse is
changing from oil heat to gas. He
also noted that roof repairs were re-
cently completed, and now some in-
terior work caused by water damage
needs attention.

Councilman Schon noted that other
repairs are needed, but that improve-
ments are being done on a priority
schedule to keep costs down.

The council passed a resolution
giving Mr. Disko authority to receive
bids for the brick, heating and inte-
rior projects needed at the Fire House.

It also was announced that the
borough will be repaving its tennis
courts.

In other business, it was announced
that the Comcast cable franchise
agreement was not yet finalized, but
that recent negotiations had been
favorable and the cable company
would be offering borough custom-
ers many improvements.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti an-
nounced that Comcast had agreed to
switch Mountainside�s cluster, so that
borough residents could be hooked
up to the Berkeley Heights channel.

In the past, Mountainside was
linked with Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield.

The cable company also agreed to
give the borough its own 24-hour-a-
day access channel to broadcast to
Mountainside residents. In the past,
the borough had to share its channel
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