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GOP Freeholder Candidates
Visit Mountainside Club

MOUNTAINSIDE � The three
Republican candidates for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, Rich Revilla, Al Dill and Wally
Shackell, addressed the
Mountainside Republican Club dur-
ing its regular meeting on June 23.

The candidates stated they believe
Mountainside and the towns in the
western part of the county have no

representation on the Freeholder Board,
and that they would like to rectify the
situation as they perceive it.

They also requested the club�s sup-
port to insure that voters get to the
polls on Election Day, Tuesday, No-
vember 2.

Club President Bill Sanders re-
ported on past activities of the orga-
nization in both civic and social af-
fairs. Plans were made for another
social event in the fall. He also ap-
pointed a committee to select the
recipient for the Republican-of-the-
Year Award next January.

The William Van Blarcom Award
for the Republican-of-the-Year was
established to honor the memory of
the late Republican Municipal Com-
mittee Chairman, and requires spe-
cific criteria for judging.

Marilyn Hart reported on her ex-
perience at the Republican Women
Leaders� Forum in Washington, D.C.
from May 10 to 12.

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti gave an update on the bor-
ough, including plans for the future,
and announced that there would be
no increase in taxpayers� bills.

In his report, Membership Chair-
man Clark Landale said he was en-
couraged by the growth of the Re-
publican Club, which includes more
than 90 families to date. Anyone
interested in joining the club may
call Mr. Landale at (908) 654-1987.

Ms. Hart recently resigned as Re-
publican Chairwoman for the bor-
ough. Last month, the Municipal
Committee elected John Post as
Chairman and Patricia Gagliardi as
Vice Chairwoman.

Senator DiFrancesco
Thanked for Support

Of Shore Protection Bill
SANDY HOOK � State Senate

President Donald T. DiFrancesco (R-
22) of Scotch Plains has received the
Senate Leadership Award from the
Jersey Shore Partnership. The award
was presented at the partnership�s
annual Summer Season Celebration
held June 24 at Fort Hancock on
Sandy Hook.

The award was presented to Sena-
tor DiFrancesco for his support for
$25 million shore protection fund-
ing bill that was signed into law in
April.

�The bill would not have been
passed without Senate President
DiFrancesco�s insistence on �fast
tracking� the legislation and his help
in working out the details of the
measure,� said Jersey Shore Partner-
ship President S. Thomas Gagliano.

The Summer Season Celebration
�99 was hold in conjunction with the
New Jersey Fish and Seafood Indus-
try and the New Jerry Business and
Industry Association and served as a
way for the partnership to thank the
legislature and Governor Christine
Todd Whitman for the enactment of
the shore protection funding bill.

Pre-Season
Air Conditioning

Sale!!

Avoid
Mid-Summer
Breakdowns

615 Central Avenue

Westfield

(908) 9
28-0800

This spring, get a new air
conditioning system and
save up to 50% on your
electric bill. Get a 5 year
parts & labor warranty. We
offer 52 years of expert
installations. Visit our new
Westfield showroom to see
the newest equipment made
by York. If your equipment
is over 15 years old, now is
the time to change it for a
new high efficiency York
unit and get up to a $550
utility rebate.

Since

1947

600 North Avenue, East � Westfield � (908) 233-0393www.amtire.com

TIRES
Foreign, Domestic & Light Truck

Free Mounting, Disposal & Lifetime Rotation

SERVICE
State-Of-The-Art Service Center � Brakes � Alignments � Shocks/Struts � Exhausts

Manufacturers Recommended Services (30k/60k/90k) � Oil Changes
NJ State Inspections

SATISFACTION
Free Pickup & Delivery � After Hours Key Drop

Clean, Comfortable Waiting Lounge � All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE
Pick-up &

Drop Off At
 Home, Work

or Train

30 YEAR FIXED RATE ...............7.875% APR
15 YEAR FIXED RATE ...............7.375% APR

Upgrade of $46 Million
Proposed for County Parks
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In Light of Recent Suicides, Volunteer
At CONTACT We Care Offers Help

Editor�s Note: In order to protect the
anonymity of CONTACT We Care help
line volunteers, the writer�s name on the
following letter has not been published.

*  *  *  *  *
I was particularly saddened to read of

the suicide of Scotch Plains Patrolman
Christopher O�Neil. It is especially trou-
bling coming so close to the suicide at
Bell Atlantic in Scotch Plains. I wonder
if either of them knew that help could be
as close as the telephone.

In more than a decade as a volunteer
on the CONTACT We Care help line,
I�ve learned that most people who are
considering suicide don�t want to die �
they want to end the pain. Often a well-
trained help line volunteer can aid those
in such overwhelming circumstances that
suicide seems to be an option, to see

other alternatives.
If someone reading this letter is think-

ing about suicide, the number for CON-
TACT We Care (or a local equivalent) is
listed on the emergency page of the phone
book. Please dial it and give life another
chance.

A CONTACT We Care
Volunteer

Letters to the Editor

Mr. Bottcher said the county will
need to develop an overall strategy for
dealing with this problem, including
an information campaign to alert park
users of what they should and should
not do in regard to geese.

Adding specific types of plants
around the edges of the county water-
ways, the use of non-toxic chemicals
and destroying geese eggs before they
hatch are possible solutions to the prob-
lem, he said.

Mr. Sigmund noted that plantings
have only recently been implemented
at Rahway Park to address a geese
problem there.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo of
Plainfield said he would like to see a
more detailed explanation on how
T&M developed the cost estimates in
the report. Mr. Sigmund said that in-

formation will be provided within the
next few weeks.

Also, all local municipal recreation
department directors were interviewed
to assess how the county parks system
meets their needs.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves asked
the consultant if he had considered the
changing recreational needs of Union
County residents when preparing the
document.

Mr. Sigmund responded affirma-
tively, saying that, as an example, ad-
ditional lights at a number of park
facilities was a �key recommendation�
in the report. He said lights will pro-
vide for additional games by extend-
ing the playing time during evening
hours. The report documents an in-
crease in adult league memberships
utilizing the county parks.

Mayor Jardim Reminds
Residents to be Careful

Of Summer Air Pollution
WESTFIELD � As summer is here,

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim is
reminding residents of the health risks of
air pollution known as �ground level
ozone.�

�While the technical term for this air
pollution may not sound familiar, must
of us know the more common term
�smog�,� Mayor Jardim said.

�Smog is produced by a combination
of water, sunlight and chemicals that are
released into the air, not only by facto-
ries, but also by such things as our own
gasoline-burning cars, boats and
lawnmowers and by oil-based paints we
use around our homes,� he said.

�On hot days, New Jersey is plagued
with this type of air pollution. It is an
acute health threat to residents suffering
from respiratory illness and others who
work or play outdoors,� stated Mayor
Jardim.

It is important that those most at risk
obtain information about days when high
air pollution levels are anticipated so

that they can take steps to avoid expo-
sure, the Mayor warned.

The New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (D.E.P.) has ongo-
ing programs to monitor air quality. The
D.E.P. can predict what the air quality
will be one day in advance in any given
region of New Jersey.

Anyone can access this information on
the D.E.P. Web site at www.state.nj.us/
dep/airmon. The DEP also operates a toll
free phone line, (800) 782-0160, for daily
air quality forecasts.

For e-mail users, there is the D.E.P.
Air Quality Listserve which provides
direct communication about air quality
and Ozone Alert Days.

�Although New Jersey has made great
progress in reducing levels of ground
level ozone over the past decade, going
from 45 violations of the federal stan-
dard in 1988, to four violations last sum-
mer, ground level ozone remains an im-
portant environmental health hazard,�
Mayor Jardim said.

Prosecutor to Use State Funds to Expand
County Insurance Fraud Investigations

TRENTON � The Union County
Prosecutor�s Office will use $119,044
awarded the county from the state At-
torney General�s office to expand its
insurance fraud investigations within
the office, officials announced last
month.

The funds are part of the $5 million
County Prosecutor Insurance Fraud

Reimbursement Program unveiled by
Attorney General John J. Farmer on
June 18.

Under the program, which extends
for two years, county prosecutors will
expand or create insurance fraud in-
vestigation units within their respec-
tive counties by hiring personnel and
purchasing equipment exclusively to
combat insurance fraud.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan said Union County will
participate in the program by utilizing
the funds for equipment to aid pros-
ecutors in developing cases involving
phony insurance claims and unscrupu-
lous insurance firms.

In a joint announcement with the
Attorney General and Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor Edward M. Neafsey, Mr.
Manahan said he will assign members
of the Special Prosecutions Unit to
help carry out a strategy of investigat-
ing insurance fraud crimes.

According to Mr. Neafsey, who was
interim prosecutor in Union County
prior to Mr. Manahan�s appointment

in 1997, the state-wide strategy will
target crimes involving car,
homeowners, marine, life and health
care insurance.

�This office intends to use every
enforcement tool we can muster to
combat insurance fraud in New Jer-
sey,� Mr. Neafsey said.

Mr. Manahan said when insurance
fraud is prosecuted, consumers ben-
efit because losses generated by crimi-
nal fraud do not have to be made up by
rate payers.

�This is a form of white collar crime
that will be getting our attention even
more,� he added.

Other counties receiving funds were:
Atlantic, $285,000; Bergen, $413,290;
Camden, $420,000; Cape May,
$158,950; Essex, $374,329;
Gloucester, $417,588; Hudson,
$323,000; Mercer, $433,000;
Monmouth, $130,000; Morris,
$353,904; Ocean, $381,862; Passaic,
$500,000; Salem, $205,000;
Somerset, $220,138 and Warren,
$164,895.

Conference Focuses Efforts
On Controlling Tobacco Use
SOUTH ORANGE � �Every day

3,000 youth smoke their first ciga-
rette,� Diane Litterer, Executive
Director of the National Council
on Alcoholism and Drug Depen-
dence of Union County (NCADD),
stated recently in quoting studies
on the topic.

These studies further stated that
those addicted to nicotine began
smoking before the age 18.

The importance of educating and
encouraging people to �Take the
Lead� in tobacco control initia-
tives in their community was the
issue presented at a recent policy
development breakfast co-spon-
sored by the National Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
of Union County Inc., the National
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Dependence of North Jersey Area,
Inc., and the Assist Coalition for a
Smoke-Free Essex and Union
County.

State Assemblyman Kevin J.
O�Toole (R-21), Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
and Susan Goldman, Director, of
Prevention Services with New Jer-
sey Department of Health and Se-
nior Services� Division of Addic-
tion Services, all spoke out at the
tobacco control policy forum at
Seton Hall University in South
Orange.

This Year�s event, �Taking the
Lead,� focused on the prevention
of tobacco use among local youth.

Following the guest speakers, a
panel of community people who
have �Taken the Lead� in tobacco
control including Roselle Park

Mayor Joseph Delorio and Karen
Blumenfeld, the Director of New
Jersey GASP�s (Group Against
Smoking) policy and legal resource
center, discussed their experiences
with implementing and enforcing
laws that prevent youth under the
age of 18 from buying tobacco
products. Ms. Blumenfeld was ac-
tively involved in persuading the
Westfield Town Council to ban
cigarette vending machines a few
years ago.

A variety of views were ex-
pressed on the controversial issue
of the establishment of local ordi-
nances prohibiting underage youth
from smoking in public and pos-
sible consequences for those who
choose to disregard those ordi-
nances.

The panel then opened the floor
for a question end answer period
to the 80 or more guests who rep-
resented a cross section of organi-
zations and community activists
concerned about the welfare of our
youth.


