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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Efforts to Bring USS New Jersey Home Pick Up Steam;
Ship Headed for Bayonne or Camden Waters Next Year

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor�s Note: The following is the
second part of a two-part series on
the efforts to bring the Battleship
New Jersey home to the Garden State.

*  *  *  *  *
What started out as selling �some

hats and shirts,� has turned into a
major public relations campaign that
has included working with the li-
cense plate sales program and con-
tributions from the state�s tax check-
off program on income tax returns �
all in an effort to bring the Battle-
ship New Jersey to the Garden State,
according to retired United States
Navy Colonel William W. Sheppard,
and his wife, Carol, of Fanwood.

The license plate program is thriv-
ing, with plate sales exceeding
10,000 at year-end 1998. Thirty-
eight dollars of the $50 purchase
price go directly to the foundation
as does the $15 annual renewal fee.
As for the state tax check-off pro-
gram, more than 33,000 residents
have taken advantage of the oppor-
tunity to make a donation during the
first two years of the program.

The Battleship Bulletin published
by the foundation helps supporters
remain current with the latest news
about the battleship�s return, and
acknowledges the efforts of the mul-
titude of smaller organizations that
are doing their part to bring the ship
home.

Among these are foundations, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
posts, The Masons of New Jersey,
the Vietnam Veterans Association
and local fire departments.

Mr. Sheppard is as enthusiastic
about the contagious work of the
foundation as he is about the details
of the battleship itself.

He shared some tidbits: the USS
New Jersey fired more shells during
the Vietnam War than in any other
conflict in which it was involved.

In 1943, the ship catapulted
�Kingfisher� sea planes off the aft
deck of the ship, which were later
picked up out of the water by a
crane. In addition, the ship was
completely updated for the Vietnam
War with modern weaponry and was
the first vessel to fire a Tomahawk
missile.

A charming piece of the ship�s
illustrious history is the 1944 crew�s
selection of three-month old Harolyn
Meyer as their pinup girl. The win-
ner of a pinup contest organized by
two of the ship�s sailors from New
Jersey, she went on to graduate from
Caldwell College in 1965. Now mar-
ried, Mrs. Meyer Lawton teaches
school in upstate New York.

The picture, which won the hearts
of the sailors, was submitted by her
grandmother.

The living history lesson afforded
by this decorated vessel will be of
tremendous benefit to all the people
of New Jersey, according to Mr.
Sheppard.

�It will serve as the catalyst for
many things for the state,� he said.

�It will be a wonderful way to intro-
duce kids to an era of service by
converting the battleship into a mu-
seum.�

�It�s all about ownership � a way
to involve people in something,�
added Mr. Sheppard, who tells those
who make donations, �Now you own
a piece of the ship. You know you
did something� to make the
battleship�s journey home possible.

�We�re building a support net-
work,� said Mrs. Sheppard. �This is
just the beginning of life with the
Battleship New Jersey. Building Jer-
sey pride is the most important thing
we hope to accomplish by getting a
lot of little people involved.�

It certainly does not hurt to get
some bigger players involved, how-
ever.

Congressman Bob Franks (R-7th)
recently introduced a House Con-
current Resolution urging the U.S.
Post Office to issue a commemora-
tive stamp for the Battleship New
Jersey.

In an effort to gather support for
the commemorative stamp, U.S.
Senator Robert G. Torricelli (D-NJ)
introduced a similarly-worded reso-
lution in the U.S. Senate.

�That helps our efforts,� said
Wayne D�Angelo, legislative assis-
tant for Mr. Franks. �If we do pass
the House, it makes it easier to get
through the Senate.�

�It�s going very well,� continued
Mr. D�Angelo, whose primary fo-
cus right now is getting co-sponsors
for the resolution.

�We�ve got the entire New Jersey
delegation on the House side with
the effort, and are picking up others
who are interested in the project for
its historic value.�

When asked to comment on where
the Congressman believes the best
home for the USS New Jersey is, Mr.
D�Angelo said only, �The point is to
commemorate the ship. The bill stays
above the fray on the north-south
controversy.�

Closer to home, the Fanwood Post
Office�s Officer-in-Charge Raymond
Santana, a Marine Corps veteran,
jumped at the opportunity to work
with the foundation by seeking and
obtaining approval for a special
stamp cancellation featuring the
Battleship New Jersey.

Since the cancellation was made
available, the post office has re-
ceived over 6,000 envelopes from
around the world requesting can-
cellations.

Cancellations were made avail-
able to local residents at the Battle-
ship display during Fanwood�s post-
Memorial Day Parade festivities at
LaGrande Park.

�We�ve gotten a lot of mail from
all over the world, from collectors
as well as veterans who wanted a
keepsake,� he explained.

The special cancellation may only
be used for 30 days before it is
retired.

�There�s a little bit of Barnum
and Bailey with this whole thing,�

chuckled Mr. Sheppard. �We�ve at-
tended 150 events, traveled some
50,000-60,000 miles and shaken
thousands of hands. It�s really an
inspiring thing.�

�It�s truly going to be a veteran�s
memorial and educational museum
� all-embracing in terms of the
audience. It�s a way of showing pride
in our state,� stated Mrs. Sheppard.

Where do the Sheppards believe
the ship would be best berthed?

�The foundation will support the
ship wherever it goes,� said Mr.
Sheppard.

�It�s got to go where it can sustain
itself and be supported by the gen-
eral public. It�s very gratifying to
watch it happen,� added his wife.

For the Sheppards and others who
are passionate about the cause of the
Battleship New Jersey, it is an honor
to be part of the campaign to bring
the ship home.

�I�m meeting people who had a
part in history,� explained Mrs.
Sheppard. �There�s a whole differ-
ent dimension to this than learning
history to pass a course.�

According to Mr. Bishop, the ship

was named after the state of New
Jersey as a favor from President
Franklin D. Roosevelt to New Jer-
sey Governor Charles Edison (son
of inventor Thomas A. Edison) and
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Navy
at the outset of World War II.

Mrs. Charles Edison was desig-
nated the ship�s sponsor, which
granted her the privilege of break-
ing a bottle of champagne across the
ship�s bow at its launch.

The launch occurred December 7,
1942 � one year from the day the
Japanese bombed the naval base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Commissioned on May 23, 1943,
the ship headed for the Pacific, where
it served in numerous operations
during World War II and acted as
flagship for Commander Third Fleet,
Admiral William �Bull� Halsey, dur-
ing the Battle of Leyte Gulf in Octo-
ber, 1944.

First decommissioned in 1948,
the ship�s retirement was brief as it
was called back into service in No-
vember, 1950 to provide gunfire
support during the Korean Conflict
where it served two tours.

In the Western Pacific, the battle-
ship served as flagship for Com-
mander Seventh Fleet. Following
work in midshipman training, the
New Jersey was again mothballed
in 1957.

In 1968, the battleship was recom-
missioned � the only battleship on
active duty in any navy at the time.
Its combat tour in Vietnam lasted
from September, 1968 to March,
1969. A second tour was scheduled,
but dropped in the interests of budget
cuts. The New Jersey was decom-
missioned in December, 1969.

The ship was returned to active
fleet in December, 1982, and served
in the seas off El Salvador, Central
America before being called to the
Mediterranean in 1983 to lend fire
support to the U.S. Marines in
Beirut, Lebanon.

During the 1980s, the New
Jersey�s service included regular de-
ployments to the Western Pacific. In
February, 1991, the ship was de-
commissioned for the fourth time
and mothballed in Bremerton, where
it remains today, poised for the long
journey home.

Veterans to Receive
Information on Joining

Health Care System
WESTFIELD � The Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs New
Health Care system will hold an
enrollment drive for all veterans
for service and non-service con-
nected medical benefits on Tues-
day, July 13, at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

The drive, to be held from 6 to 10
p.m., will include a question and
answer session, an opportunity for
veterans to apply for enrollment in
the veterans health care system,
photographs for the �new� veter-
ans� identification cards, preven-
tive health screenings and regional
office counseling.

Veterans applying for enroll-
ment in the system must present
a copy of their discharge papers
from the military or their separa-
tion records from the service as
well as a copy of their health
insurance cards.

For inquiries regarding enroll-
ment in the health care service,
veterans may call (877) 222-8387
or (800) 827-1000. The Westfield
Municipal Building is located on
East Broad Street.

Wireless Phone Collections
To Combat Domestic Abuse

Exceeds All Expectations
ELIZABETH - Thanks to the gen-

erosity of those who donated wire-
less telephones to domestic violence
victims, the program at the Union
County Prosecutor�s Office has ex-
ceeded all expectations.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan, in thanking those who
gave equipment without asking for
any recognition during the two-
month drive, said that officials be-
gan giving out the first of 203 units
to crime victims on June 30.

Only hours after the donation drive
was announced on April 1, the wire-
less telephones and chargers began
pouring in and it wasn�t long before
nearly 300 units were piled up high
in boxes on the first floor of the
county administration building in
Elizabeth, officials revealed.

Mr. Manahan said Bell Atlantic
Mobile agreed to reprogram the cel-
lular phones that were found to be
usable without cost. Now victims of
physical beatings or threats of vio-
lence receive a unit that can be dialed
directly to 9-1-1.

�It became a great way to utilize
old phones that would otherwise be
discarded,� the Prosecutor said. �We
want to lend domestic violence vic-
tims a means of seeking help in a real
emergency.�

He said Elaine O�Neal, the coordi-
nator of the office�s Victim Witness
Advocacy Unit, spearheaded the drive
that actually began throughout the
country as part of Crime Victims
Rights Week.

The company, as part of its �Wire-
less At Work Recycling Program,�

has agreed to test and reprogram the
old wireless telephones, that are do-
nated by individuals or a corpora-
tion, and return the telephones to the
prosecutor�s office for use by victims
of domestic violence.

�One of the most dangerous times
for a victim is immediately after she
has left a violent partner,� Ms. O�Neal
said. �We cannot guarantee anyone�s
personal safely, of course, but we do
intend to place a portable phone into
the hands of a victim so it may serve
as a lifeline for someone in danger.�

Executive Assistant Prosecutor
Robert P. O�Leary said the phones
will remain the property of the
prosecutor�s office, and they can only
dial 9-l-l in a real emergency where
the victim agrees to help authorities
in the case. The portable phones and
chargers are only loaned to county
residents, he added.

�The evolution of wireless phones
from analog to digital and the appeal
of newer, smaller, handsets has pro-
duced a large supply of old, unused
equipment that is sitting in desks,
cabinets and even toy boxes,� said
Charles Hand, President of Bell At-
lantic Mobile�s New York/New Jer-
sey metro region. �Our objective is to
reclaim these phones and put them
into the hands of people who may
need emergency communications.�

Mr. Manahan said the telephones
will be loaned to victims in cases
selected by the staff of the office�s
Domestic Violence Unit, the Victim
Witness Advocacy Unit or from re-
ferrals from police agencies or the
county�s battered women�s program.
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Freeholders Hear of $46 Million Plan to Upgrade
Union County�s Parks Over Course of 10 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH � After 14 months
of work, Union County parks offi-
cials have unveiled a $46 million,
10-year plan to upgrade all 26 county

operated parks. The plan includes
the acquisition of over 100 acres to
expand the county�s existing recre-
ational facilities. The county parks
system dates back to the 1920s.

The Open Space and Recreation

Element, the second part of the
county�s Master Plan document, was
presented to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders on July 1. The first part
of the Master Plan, dealing with
economic development, was intro-
duced in 1998.

Charles Sigmund, Director of
Parks and Recreation for the county,
said he hopes the freeholders will
adopt a resolution at their August
meeting supporting the document to
enhance grant opportunities for the
county.

He said an effort has been made to
have improvements performed at a
number of parks simultaneously over
the course of the overall plan.

According to the report�s cost esti-
mates, repairs to existing parks and
acquisition of over 100 acres of land
for expanded facilities is evenly di-
vided in the plan.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Daniel
P. Sullivan of Elizabeth said that the
effort is the first plan to upgrade the
county parks he has viewed in his
nearly five years on the board.

�I�m really pleased that finally,
after all this time, we do have a
plan,� said Freeholder Sullivan.

He said approval for financing and
implementation of the document will
be one of the most crucial decisions
ever put before a freeholder board.

In terms of financing projects in
the report, T&M Associates of
Middletown, the consulting firm
which prepared the document, has
recommended that the county utilize
the state�s Green Acres Program as
one means of financing park up-
grades.

Other recommendations for financ-
ing include establishing an open
space trust fund, issuing county bonds
and increasing the annual county
operating budgets through expanded
capital improvement programs.
T&M has urged the county to con-
sider each of the funding sources.

User fees for facilities such as the
county golf courses and skating rinks
were also recommended as a means
of generating �substantial� income
for the �maintenance and potential
improvement� of existing and new
facilities.

Park officials have proposed pur-
chase of a parcel of land on the
Scotch Plains-Watchung border, as
well as additional land in Summit,
Berkeley Heights, Mountainside and
Springfield.

Among the improvements recom-
mended are:

• Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, $75,000 for enhancements to
the golf clubhouse, with another
$20,000 slated for enhancements to
the buildings which house golf carts

and the pitch and putt facility. A
$15,000 upgrade to the 18-hole golf
course is also proposed.

• Echo Lake Park, which straddles
the Westfield-Mountainside border,
$2.8 million, of which $2.2 million
is slated for restoration of the upper
and lower lakes. Additional upgrades
will include repairs to the dams,
boathouse and exercise trails. The
lakes project will include dredging
and the stabilization of the stream
banks and shoreline.

A lake aerator system, following
completion of the already-approved
lake dredging, is proposed in the
plan, as are the addition of 100 park-
ing spaces.

• Lenape Park, which borders
Cranford, Kenilworth, Springfield,
Union and Westfield, is set to receive
$240,000 for improvements. Lenape
houses the Trap and Skeet shooting
facility and Model Railroad Club
building. The Trap and Skeet facility
will be upgraded to the tune of
$145,000.

• Watchung Reservation, which
stretches along six communities in-
cluding Berkeley Heights,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains, is
scheduled to receive $10.12 million
in upgrades. Improvements will be
done at Surprise Lake, the Watchung
Stables and Seeley�s Pond. A $2.25
million expansion is proposed for
the Trailside Nature and Science
Center.

Among the other parks and recre-
ational facilities to be upgraded are:
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, $1.4
million; Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Union, $3.15 million; Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark, $4.4 million;
Passaic River Park in Berkeley
Heights, New Providence and Sum-
mit, $227,000, and Warinanco Park,
located in Elizabeth and Roselle,
$8.08 million.

Jeff Bottcher of T&M Associates
explained that the document reflects
both visits to each of the parks by
T&M staff, as well as user surveys
filled out by visitors to the county
facilities.

Based on these interviews, an out-
door in-line skating facility has been
proposed for Warinanco Park in
Elizabeth and Roselle. Half of the 10
existing clay tennis courts will be
paved over to make room for the
facility. A $3.5 million, fully en-
closed addition to the existing ice
skating rink at the park has also been
proposed.

During last week�s presentation,
Freeholder Chester Holmes of
Rahway said he hoped the report
would address the continuing geese
problem at the county parks.


