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Historic Carriage House Renamed
In Mayor Patricia Kuran�s Memory

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Times

The sentiments expressed last Sun-
day during the renaming of the Car-
riage House in Fanwood in memory
of the late Patricia MacDonald Kuran,
the borough�s first woman Mayor,
ranged from �a wonderful and mod-
est person� to �a role model for all.�

Despite the rain, family, friends
and colleagues gathered to fondly
remember Mrs. Kuran, and to wit-
ness the unveiling of a new sign
outside the Watson Road landmark,
which is now known as the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center.

Mrs. Kuran, who died on Novem-
ber 19, 1996, was elected Mayor of
Fanwood in 1982 and served two terms
through 1991. She also served on the
Borough Council from 1979 to 1981.

For more than a decade, the Car-
riage House has been home to the
Philathalians, a local theater group
formed during the Depression, ac-
cording to Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern.

Plans are underway to expand cul-

tural arts offerings at the building,
constructed circa 1880, with pro-
grams such as the recently-introduced
Poetry Reading Series. This concept
for broadening the arts may also ex-
tend to the pocket park proposed for
Watson Road, officials have said.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly recalled Mrs. Kuran as the
�one who had influence over my life
and who was responsible for bring-
ing us all, including Freeholder Linda
Stender, into running for public of-
fice. She stood for principles and was
regarded and liked by both political
parties.�

Mrs. Kuran was also cited by Mrs.
McGovern as having been a guiding
force in preserving the Carriage
House from demolition years ago, as
well as for having helped the bor-
ough obtain grant money for the two-
story, woodframe house.

Mayor Connelly presented a proc-
lamation renaming the Carriage
House in honor of the former Mayor
to Mrs. Kuran�s brother-in-law,
Vincent Higgins of the Pittstown sec-

tion of Franklin, Hunterdon, and her
two nieces, Amy Gallagher Higgins
and Tracey K. Higgins, both of
Readington.

�The family is really appreciative,
considering the creative work she
was involved with, and it seems ap-
propriate,� said Mr. Higgins.

In addition, a letter from Mrs.
Kuran�s sister, Carol MacDonald of
Tucson, Arizona, was read. The let-
ter expressed much thanks for the
special dedication in memory of her
sister.

Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo also
presented a resolution and discussed
the recent happenings in Washing-
ton and how it�s important to have
more elected women in public office.

�She was a wonderful and gener-
ous person and didn�t like publicity.
She sometimes did her own typing,
made toll calls at home to avoid extra
expense for the borough, and do-
nated her proceeds from performing
wedding ceremonies,� recalled her
friend and colleague, Dr. Sharon
Katz.

William A. Burke for The Times

SPECIAL TRIBUTE�Family members of the late Patricia MacDonald Kuran, Fanwood�s first woman Mayor, are joined
by Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly following the renaming of the historic Carriage House in Mrs. Kuran�s honor. Pictured,
left to right, are: Vincent Higgins of the Pittstown section of Franklin, the former Mayor�s brother-in-law; her nieces, Amy
Gallagher Higgins and Tracey K. Higgins, both of Readington, and Mayor Connelly.
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Motorist and Pedestrian Safety Among
Concerns at Forum on Route 22 Problems

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Frustration was evident Tuesday
morning during a forum held on
transportation problems associated
with Route 22, the main east-west
link in Union County.

The forum was attended by repre-
sentatives from up and down the
highway, including Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Union, Kenilworth, Spring-
field, Mountainside and Hillside, as
well as representatives of state legis-
lators.

While local police representatives
cited the serious safety issues pre-
sented by the highway, a representa-
tive of NJ Transit cited budget con-
straints of instituting such changes
as a shuttle bus service or requiring
buses from New York City to let
pedestrians off in front of their re-
spective condominium or apartment
complexes.

Union Police Chief Thomas
Kraemer told those in attendance at
the summit, held at L�Affaire on
Route 22 in Mountainside, that 700
accidents have occurred on average
annually along Union Township�s
two-mile strip of the highway over
the past five years.

�That�s 3,500 accidents and thou-

sands of injuries and numerous fa-
talities,� he said.

He added that over 1,800 acci-
dents have occurred in the last two
years along Route 82, also known as
Morris Avenue. The Chief said this
is due to motorists looking for alter-
native roadways to Route 22.

Among the safety issues cited by
Chief Kraemer were poor engineer-
ing, the center island businesses and
their access to both eastbound and
westbound motorists, frequent lane
changes and quick acceleration and
deceleration by motorists.

Another factor, he noted, was in-
creased retail development which has
boosted traffic volume on Route 22.

Also, the heavy amount of signage
along the road was said to be confus-
ing to motorists searching for a par-
ticular store while simultaneously
trying to navigate the heavily-trav-
eled highway.

Chief Kraemer explained that resi-
dents of The Pointe, a condominium
complex eastbound on Route 22 in
Union, have to cross the highway
after being dropped off by a NJ
Transit bus in the westbound lanes.

�They have to run across five lanes
of traffic,� Chief Kraemer emphasized.

NJ Transit representative Steve

Lax, who is in charge of the agency�s
bus routes, noted that dropping the
four individuals per bus trip at The
Pointe would cause a major inconve-
nience to the other 37 or so commut-
ers per bus trip, as it would add 12
minutes to their commute.

�The impact of a 12-minute delay
on approximately 350 commuters a
day is something we would hear about
and the legislators would hear about
(from commuters),� Mr. Lax ex-
plained.

He said the �loop,� as it is referred
to in technical terms, would cost NJ
Transit $120 a day, noting that it
costs the agency about $1 a minute to
run a bus. That price could be higher
if the bus must go further down the
highway to get to the eastbound lanes,
he observed.

�It�s a dilemma, it�s a real di-
lemma,� he explained.

Mr. Lax said a shuttle bus serving
businesses and commuters along the
highway, which was also suggested,
would have an annual price tag of a
half million dollars � funds which
currently are not budgeted by the
agency.

NJ Transit has four bus lines which
serve the highway, including Union,
Springfield, Mountainside and

Scotch Plains. The No. 114 from
New York City, he said, serves The
Pointe in Union as well as a housing
project in Springfield. The bus line
continues on to Somerville.

Mr. Lax said NJ Transit would like
additional bus �cutouts� along the
highway, similar to one at Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

He said the agency is �reluctant,�
though, to expand Route 22 bus ser-
vice due to concerns over the safety
of its commuters, who need to cross
the highway.

Among the recommendations
sought by the Route 22 Chamber of
Commerce, which sponsored the fo-
rum, is more traffic signals. State
Department of Transportation
(DOT) engineer S. Maurice Rachad
responded that each signal, which
would stop traffic for a half minute,
would result in a 30 percent in-
crease in highway capacity, creat-
ing a �parking lot� effect along the
highway.

Also, he said, some highway ac-
cess driveways would be lost to
businesses to abide by state laws
with regard to the location of the
signals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Three Residents Go for the Gold
In 1999 Special Olympic Games
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Several local athletes will go for
the gold as they join 500 fellow com-
petitors in the 1999 Special Olym-
pics New Jersey Winter Games.

Sal Cangialosi, 16, and Kevin
Ritter, 11, both of Scotch Plains,
along with Trisha Michaels, 24, of
Westfield, will compete in the Al-
pine skiing events at Mountain Creek
Ski Area in Vernon from Sunday,
January 31, through Tuesday, Febru-
ary 2.

Now in her ninth year at the winter
games, Trisha is a veteran competi-
tor who also participates in Special
Olympics� track and field and bowl-
ing events. She qualified for the in-
ternational world games in gymnas-
tics in 1995.

In addition to competing, she looks
forward to the activities that accom-
pany the games. According to her
mom, Nancy Michaels, �Nights at
the hotel, the opening ceremonies,
the dance � the whole social thing�
are what her daughter enjoys.

�She also gets to meet a lot of neat
people who are volunteers,� Mrs.
Michaels added.

Between competitions, Trisha

works in the bakery at Edward�s Su-
per Food Store in Westfield.

The versatile athlete, who has
Down�s Syndrome, comes by her ski-
ing talent naturally. With a vacation
home near Elk Mountain, Pennsyl-
vania, she and her family are avid
skiers who have traveled to Austria
for a ski vacation.

Trisha skis on a team from Bergen
County which will represent New
Jersey in February at the Hartman
Races in Windham, New York. That
competition is sponsored by Ski
Windham�s ski school for the dis-
abled. Her father is also the assistant
coach for her team.

Sal attends The Midland School in
North Branch, and it was there that
he was first introduced to Special
Olympics, according to his mom,
Eugenia Cangialosi.

�This is Sal�s third year skiing, but
his second competing,� Mrs.
Cangialosi explained. Sal also par-
ticipates in cycling competitions dur-
ing the fall.

His ski and cycling coach, Larry
Hanko, has worked with Sal for four
years. Having seen the teen�s success
in cycling, Mr. Hanko encouraged
Mrs. Cangialosi to let her son try

skiing.
�I thought it would be comfortable

for Sal,� he said, �knowing the coach
and some of the other athletes.�

�Special Olympics have helped Sal
take gigantic steps forward� in de-
veloping his athletic abilities, ex-
plained Mr. Hanko. �He came into it
with no experience on skis or snow.�

It took Sal, who has multiple handi-
caps, nearly two years to �compre-
hend and master the basic skills� he
needed, according to his coach.

�He showed a lot of perseverance
and determination,� added Mr.
Hanko, �and learned a sport for a
lifetime.

�At the beginning, Sal came across
as shy and timid. He has socially
blossomed into an outgoing and ef-
fervescent youngster,� said Mr.
Hanko.

That is why, according to Mrs.
Cangialosi, the best part of Special
Olympics for Sal is �getting to go
away for the weekend.�

�It�s his weekend away,� said his
mother. �There�s lots of entertain-
ment, dancing, lots of activities. He
has a very good time.�

While �Kevin enjoys the actual

Mayor and Mr. Marx Spar
Over Official Vehicle Count

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The dispute over the number of
official vehicles in Scotch Plains
erupted anew at Tuesday�s Township
Council meeting as Democratic
Mayor Geri M. Samuel and Republi-
can Councilman Martin Marks
sparred about the figures used by the
Democrats in last fall�s campaign.

During the telephone call-in seg-
ment after the council meeting, a
resident phoned to ask about the
number of township vehicles allo-
cated to officials for personal use.

The Mayor, who has promised to
scrutinize the number and cost of
such vehicles during the upcoming
budget sessions, said there were five
vehicles used by general government
officials. She did not include ve-
hicles used by the various depart-
ment heads.

Councilman Marks, criticizing the
Democrats for overstating the num-
ber of vehicles last year, said it had
not been �the appropriate thing to
do, even in the heat of a campaign, to
mislead the public.�

Dick Samuel, the Mayor�s hus-
band and the Democrats� campaign
manager in 1998, called in to say the
double-digit figure used by the Demo-
crats in the campaign had been sup-
plied to him by Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins.

When Councilman Marks seemed

to end the discussion by saying that
�I don�t want to rehash the issue,�
Mayor Samuel asked sharply, �Then
why are you?�

�The truth was stretched,� Coun-
cilman Marks answered. �The truth
was misrepresented.� He also said he
would like to see documentation of
the communication last fall between
Mr. Samuel and Mr. Atkins about the
vehicle count.

After the meeting, Mayor Samuel
told The Times that the five vehicles
to which she referred included three
automobiles and two trucks. She said
she feels there is a need for only one
car and one truck, and added her
belief that the head of the Recreation
Department does not need his own
car.

In other matters, the council ap-
proved a $250,000 appropriation
from the State Department of Trans-
portation for improvements to
Raritan Road from Michael Lane to
Clover Lane.

A resolution offered by Council-
man Tarquin Jay Bromley urging
support for Senate Bill No. 113/As-
sembly Bill No. 780, which would
require handgun manufacturers to
make handguns with so-called child-
proof technology, was approved
unanimously.

The council also approved a reso-
lution postponing until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28, the deadline for the town-

ship to fully fund a project with Onsite
Sycom Energy Corp. to install a new,
more energy-efficient lighting sys-
tem in the public library.

Chester J. Janusz, Principal at Park
Middle School since 1974, was hon-
ored by the Council for his three
decades of service to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District.

W&E International, which oper-
ates an ice cream store called
Breakaway Frozen Yogurt on Park
Avenue, was granted a permit to
place several tables on the sidewalk
during the summer months.

Seymour�s Antiques & Col-
lectibles, on East Second Street, was
granted a similar permit to display
several antique pieces on the side-
walk during business hours.

Mayor Samuel proclaimed Febru-
ary as Black History Month, and also
announced the appointment of Brian
Robinson and Patti Meiselman to the
Cultural Arts Committee.

In addition, she said the Union
County Board of Elections will be
demonstrating how the new voting
machines work at the council�s Tues-
day, March 9 meeting.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., reported on the lat-
est meeting of the Raritan Valley
Railroad Committee and said the
group�s �ultimate goal is a one-seat
ride� to New York City, without hav-
ing to change trains in Newark.

Fanwood Chemical Among Firms
Honored by County Chamber

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Chemical, Inc., an influ-
ential member of the chemical in-
dustry for more than 25 years, was
honored as a �Company of the Year�
last Thursday evening by the Union
County Chamber of Commerce dur-
ing its 87th annual dinner.

Located on North Martine Avenue
in the borough, the firm was one of
three businesses recognized by the
Chamber. More than 400 people at-
tended the dinner and awards cer-
emony, which featured Congressman
Bob Franks of the Seventh District as
the keynote speaker.

Each year, the Chamber presents
three �Company of the Year� awards
to a small, medium and large firm.
Fanwood Chemical, Inc. was this
year�s small business recipient, with

General Motors and Dock Resins
Corporation, a Linden chemical com-
pany, honored in the large and me-
dium categories, respectively.

Fanwood Chemical, Inc. was
founded in 1971 by V. M. DeLisi, Sr.,
who presently serves as its Vice Presi-
dent. Mr. DeLisi had worked in the
commercial development end of the
chemical industry for 20 years before
starting his own company.

His son, V. M. (Jim) DeLisi, is the
current President of the firm, having
joined his father in the business in
1976. Then living in Fanwood, the
younger Mr. DeLisi was the firm�s
first full-time employee from the bor-
ough.

�It really was a wonderful
evening,� remarked Jim DeLisi the
day after last week�s festivities, not-
ing that this year�s event represented

�the largest annual dinner, by far,
that the Chamber ever had.�

Fanwood Chemical�s main focus
is on chemicals used to make color,
such as those used in ink, dyes, stains
and pigments, as well as other areas
in which synthetic colors are used,
the company President explained.

While the firm�s activities are
mostly based within the United States,
Mr. DeLisi revealed that Fanwood
Chemical also does significant busi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

CAREER MILESTONE�Newly-promoted Corporal Francisco Marrero of the
Fanwood Police Department, accompanied by his wife, Ellen, center, is sworn in
by Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly during the January 13 regular meeting of the
borough�s governing body. Also honored that evening were new Sergeant
Richard Trigo and Patrolman Michael Caspersen, who received an in-grade
promotion.
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skiing,� said his mother, Deb Ritter,
he, too, is �very social� and looks
forward to a weekend�s worth of ac-
tivities.

She said her son, who is autistic,
�loves getting out and about. He�s
non-verbal, but he gets his point
across. He�s a people person.�

Kevin first started skiing through
his school, The Eden Institute in
Princeton. There, teachers introduce
students to cross-country skiing, then
select those who might be able to
learn to ski downhill and work with
them separately.

This is Kevin�s third year com-
peting in the winter games. He

also competes during the summer
in the softball throw and the 50-
meter run.

The 1999 Winter Games include
two days of competition, opening
ceremonies, and sports clinics � all
achieved with the help of over 1,000
volunteers. Opening ceremonies, pre-
sented by Delta Dental Plan of New
Jersey, will include performances
from the Ice Theatre of New York,
Skating Club of Morris, and Special
Olympics New Jersey.

In addition to alpine skiing, the
competition includes cross-country
skiing, figure skating, speed skating
and floor hockey.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ness in Western Europe, along with
some work in Mexico, Brazil and
Argentina.

According to information on the
firm which was supplied to The Times,
Fanwood Chemical, Inc. offers �an
unusual combination� of technical
marketing, direct sales and consult-
ing services, �dedicated to serving
the diversified needs of the chemical
industry.�

Company operations, as stated in
the overview, have comprised �com-
mercial development, domestic and
international sales representations,
the brokering of custom manufactur-
ing, and the sale of businesses.�

Fanwood Chemical, Inc. was also
described as �heavily involved in
trade policy and regulations� rel-
evant to the chemical industry.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. DeLisi
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Rutgers College in New Brunswick
and a Master of Business Adminis-
tration Degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson University in Rutherford.
Both he and his father are residents
of Scotch Plains.

The younger Mr. DeLisi served on
the Chamber�s Board of Directors
and its Executive Committee from
July of 1989 until last June. Fanwood
Chemical has been a member of the
County Chamber since 1984.

Although his business operations
take place outside the county, Mr.
DeLisi said the Chamber �has been
very important to us.� He observed
that, during the company�s early
years, the organization helped edu-
cate Fanwood Chemical about the
many complexities involved in in-
ternational trade.

Several years ago, Mr. DeLisi took
part in development of the Chamber�s
Strategic Plan, which the
organization�s Vice President, Su-
san Jacobson, described as a �blue-
print� of the group�s mission and
role.

It also identifies those areas where
the Chamber feels it can best serve its
members, according to Mrs.
Jacobson, who additionally serves as

a member of the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mrs. Jacobson, reflecting on Mr.
DeLisi�s numerous contributions over
the years, called him �a real asset to
the Chamber, a friend to the Cham-
ber and a supporter of the Chamber.�

Besides heading Fanwood Chemi-
cal, Inc., Mr. DeLisi presently chairs
the International Trade Committee
of the Synthetic Organic Chemical
Manufacturers Association.

He also serves as Vice Chairman
of the Industrial Sector Advisory
Committee for Chemicals and Al-
lied Products in the United States
Department of Commerce.

Also recognized at last week�s din-
ner was former Chamber Counsel
Kenneth Estabrook. Currently of
counsel with the Westfield law firm
of Lindabury, Mc Cormick &
Estabrook, he retired last July as
counsel to the Chamber after 27 years
of service.

Mr. Estabrook succeeded his law
partner, the late Joseph Lindabury,
as Chamber counsel, and has since
passed the mantle on to his son, Jim
Estabrook. The younger Mr.
Estabrook is Immediate Past Chair-
man of the Chamber�s Board of Di-
rectors and has been active in the
organization for many years.

In addition to recognition by the
Chamber, each of the honorees at the
dinner received a joint resolution
from the State Legislature, signed by
Assembly Speaker Jack Collins and
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco.

Assemblymen Alan M. Augustine
and Joel Weingarten also presented
the companies� representatives and
Mr. Estabrook with commemorative
American flags which had been flown
over the nation�s capital in each
recipient�s honor.

The Union County Chamber of
Commerce represents more than 800
businesses, non-profit groups and
educational entities, according to
Mrs. Jacobson, including Union
County College and Kean Univer-
sity, as well as a number of local
boards of education.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
� A Route 22 gasoline station re-

ported the theft of 10 motor vehicle
inspection stickers. The theft was dis-
covered during an inspection by the
Division of Motor Vehicles on Janu-
ary 15.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
� A resident of School Place reported

a theft of a disabled World War I model
handgun. The theft occurred over the
December holidays.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
� An incident of shoplifting was re-

ported at a Scotch Plains pharmacy. An
unidentified white male was seen con-
cealing medicine and left the store when
confronted by an employee.

Recent Home Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Gail Iammatteo to Salvatore and Chris-

tine Gentile, 14 Laurie Court, $450,000.
Steven A. Gangemi to Trent A. and

Nancy L. Mattern, 1261 Lenape Way,
$630,000.

Department of Housing and Urban to
Zaniah Green, Jr., 226 Myrtle Avenue,
$127,000.

Natalie Klufas to Christopher and
Marie T. Pecoraro, 1710 Cooper Road,
$279,000.

Salvatore L. Gentile to David H. and
Susan G. Cahn, 54 Highlander Drive,
$385,000.

Satish S. Tamhankar to Robert A. and
Sandra B. Graves, 2111 Algonquin Drive,
$214,000.

David S. Gerstenfeld to Martin
Birnbaum and Susan M. Sperling, 1
Heather Lane, $394,000.

Anthony A. Marconia to Stuart T.
Solsky and Sharon L. Graham, 14 Jenna
Court, $795,000.

Jonathan S. Bass to Thomas A. and
Roberta Catuogno, 2315 Mountain Av-
enue, $177,500.

Harold Hornung to Paul N. Furbaucher
and Lila Zhang, 1972 Lake Avenue,
$235,000.

Douglas E. Wilson to Bruce I. and
Joanne Wilson, 2252 Mountain Avenue,
$130,000.

Michael J. Iannaconi to Steven G. and
Laura A. Lockatell, 2232 Coles Avenue,
$235,000.

George J. Kresicher to John M. and
Karrie E. Shepeluk, 206 Hawthorne
Street, $168,000.

Dominick Veraic to Brian F. and
Sandra Canavan, 1510 Rahway Road,
$500,000.

Daniel A. Marshall to Andre Dorra
and Kathryn Swintek, 5 Debra Court,
$568,000.

Robert H. Saul to Louis and Constance
De Vico, 1 Clinton Lane, $345,000.

Louis De Vico to Paul B. and Karen A.
Ostberg, 1364 Graymill Drive, $349,000.

Peter P. Telasha to Thomas M. Jack-
son, 321 Jerusalem Road, $176,000.

Carl A. Bohning to Stefan J. Grande,
24 Wareham Court, $183,500.

Michael S. Blyskal to John D. and
Suzanne J. Hall, 511 Warren Street,
$180,000.

Scott E. Jacobs to William D. and
Adina B. Charschan, 1281 Raritan Road,
$362,500.

FANWOOD
Dominic A. DiGiorgio to Eric A. and

Agnes S. Kim Meade, 212 Second Street,
$245,000.

Richard W. Young to Ronald C. and
Barbara Ann Carey, 195 Midway Av-
enue, $374,000.

VOLUNTEER EFFORT�Judy Murphy of Fanwood, left, recently joined a
team of 12 North American volunteers who taught English to youngsters and
adults in the city of Rota on the southern Atlantic coast of Spain, about two hours
southwest of Sevilla. Also pictured are volunteer Barbara Chittenden of Edison,
right, with a Spanish teacher.

Fanwood Resident Teaches
English as Volunteer in Spain

FANWOOD � Judy Murphy of
Fanwood recently joined a team of 12
North American volunteers who trav-
eled to the city of Rota on the southern
Atlantic coast of Spain to teach En-
glish to youngsters and adults.

�There were insights into the work-
ings of a Spanish school and how a
class is run,� remarked Ms. Murphy.
�We also got an insight into some of
the Spanish culture � including food,
time and schedules.�

Mornings were spent at a local el-
ementary school, assisting the class-
room teacher in conversational En-
glish lessons. In addition to working
with children, volunteers also spent a
few hours each afternoon tutoring
adults on the front porch of the ocean-
front guesthouse.

This allowed the volunteers to be-
come acquainted with members of the
community on a personal basis, ac-
cording to Ms. Murphy, who worked
with a naval engineer from the local
base.

The service program was coordi-
nated in October by Global Volun-
teers, a private, non-profit, nonsectar-
ian international development organi-
zation.

At the invitation of local host orga-
nizations, Global Volunteers sends
small teams of volunteers to Rota and
sites in 20 other countries several times
a year.

Ongoing projects by Global Volun-
teers include teaching conversational
English, renovating community build-
ings, assisting in health care and natu-
ral resource programs, laying water
pipes and painting.

Volunteers pay their own participa-
tion costs. Global Volunteers is not
subsidized by any government or reli-
gious organizations.

Two- and three-week programs are
also scheduled throughout the year to
China, Indonesia, Tanzania, Jamaica,
Costa Rica, Mexico, Spain, Ireland,

Italy, Greece, Ukraine, Turkey, the Cook
Islands, Romania, Ghana, Ecuador Viet-
nam and Poland. There are also one-
week programs offered in the southern
United States.

International service program fees
range from $995 to $2,095, excluding
airfare. United States programs are
$450. Fees include all meals, lodging
and ground transportation in the host
community, volunteer orientation ma-
terials, project expenses and the ser-
vices of an experienced team leader.

For a current schedule and more
information on each program, please
contact Global Volunteers at 375 East
Little Canada Road, St. Paul, Minne-
sota 55117, call (800) 487-1074, or
visit the organization�s Internet web
site at www.globalvolunteers.org.

NEW OFFICERS�Officers of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad for 1999 take
their oaths of office January 9 during the 62nd Annual Installation Dinner held
at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains. Mayor Geri Samuel conducted the
swearing-in ceremony. The all-volunteer unit honored longtime members for
their years of service, and also paid tribute to those among their ranks who are
now deceased.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Installs Officers for 1999

SCOTCH PLAINS � Mayor Geri
Samuel administered the oath of of-
fice to the 1999 officers of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad during the 62nd
Annual Installation Dinner held at
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch
Plains on January 9.

The officers included Robert Speth,
President; Robert Gurske, First Vice-
President; Jeffrey Frank, Second
Vice-President; Jean Lozowski, Sec-
retary; Harold Hill, Treasurer, and
Mr. Gurske, Chaplain.

Also sworn in were Joanne Gurske,
Captain; Robert Foerster, First Lieu-
tenant, and Ernesto Hernandez, Sec-
ond Lieutenant.

Daniel Sullivan, William
McLaughlin and Joan Lozowski were
elected to serve as Delegates to the
First Aid Council, with Maureen
Barry, Mr. Foerster and Dave
Thurston as Alternate Delegates.

Trustees for 1999 are Mr. Sullivan,
Edward Fiedler and Ms. Barry.

The evening began with the squad�s
traditional memorial service to honor
deceased members of the squad. This
year�s service, prepared by Mr.
Gurske and Mr. Sullivan, featured a
picture tribute which ended with a
remembrance of Chester S. Batog, a
47-year member of the squad who
died in 1998.

The squad roster includes 45 mem-
bers and six cadets who answered a
total of 1252 calls in 1998. The total
number of years of service for mem-
bers is 496.

Five-year service awards were pre-
sented to Mr. McLaughlin and Wil-
liam Goetzee. Awards for 10 years of
service were presented to Mr. Gurske
and Justine Kennedy. Debbie Speth
and Suzanne Butler were awarded
Life Membership to the squad, and
Ms. Butler was also presented with a
20-year service award.

Brian Cassidy and Nick Wowchuck
were given service awards for 25
years. Mr. Sullivan, outgoing Presi-
dent, and Mr. Hill, outgoing Cap-
tain, were presented with special
plaques for the years they served in
their respective offices. Mr. Sullivan
was honored for 10 years, and Mr.
Hill for 12 years.

These men were also recognized at
the Township Council�s January 12
meeting for their efforts on behalf of
the community.

Squad members, who expressed
their appreciation to local residents
and businesses for their continued
support, will kick off their annual
Fund Drive in the spring. The squad
has been providing uninterrupted
volunteer emergency medical ser-
vice since 1937.

SCOUTS FOR LITERACY�Scouts from Senior Girl Scout Troop No. 561
recently organized a Reading is a Bright Idea Literacy Day for Brownie and
Daisy Girl Scouts of Fanwood and Scotch Plains to fulfill their Senior Challenge.
Pictured, above, Laura Wittish from Cadette Girl Scout Troop No. 1 reads to
Brownies.

Senior Girl Scout Troop
Holds Literacy Day Event

SCOTCH PLAINS � Scouts from
Senior Girl Scout Troop No. 561
recently organized a Reading is a
Bright Idea Literacy Day for Brownie
and Daisy Girl Scouts of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains to fulfill their Se-
nior Challenge.

Cadette Troop No. 1 assisted dur-
ing the event, which lasted three
hours and hosted approximately 100
scouts.

A storytime, which featured popu-
lar works from children�s literature,

was featured. Scouts played with
lummi sticks and made bookmarks.
Gently-used books were collected as
part of admission. Over 200 books
and 100 handmade bookmarks were
donated to needy children in New-
ark.

The scouts presented skits from
stories such as �Frosty the Snowman�
and the �Brownie Story.�

Daisies and Brownies earned the
Reading is a Bright Idea patch upon
completing all planned activities.

Erin Zupkus Achieves
Dean�s List Status
At Stockton State

SCOTCH PLAINS � Erin
Kathleen Zupkus, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. David McNelis of
Scotch Plains, has been named to the
Dean�s list at Richard Stockton State
College in Pomona for the Fall se-
mester.

Erin, who is a sophomore at Stock-
ton, earned a 4.0 grade point aver-
age, and is a Speech Pathology and
Audiology major.

She is a 1997 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Paige Maderer Named
Student Peer Adviser

At Syracuse University
SCOTCH PLAINS � Paige

Maderer of Scotch Plains was re-
cently named a School of Education
student peer adviser at Syracuse Uni-
versity.

Paige is a senior student majoring
in inclusive elementary and special
education in the School of Educa-
tion.

Student peer advisers aid first-year
students with the academic, social,
cultural and emotional transition
from high school to college.

Peer advisers, who must have a
grade point average of at least 2.5 on
a 4.0 scale, maintain their relation-
ship with their advisees throughout
the academic year.

Delbarton School Prepares
Annual Dinner Dance Event
The Fathers and Friends of

Delbarton School in Morristown will
sponsor their annual dinner dance
on Saturday, February 6, at the Madi-
son Hotel in Convent Station.

The evening will begin with a cock-
tail reception in the conservatory at
6:30 p.m. Dinner and dancing will
begin at 8 p.m.

Delbarton�s financial aid program
and the Rod and Regina Keller Schol-
arship Fund will receive all benefits
from the event.

Dennis DiVentura of Mendham is
the chairman of the dance commit-
tee. Other committee members in-
clude: Bradley Schrader of
Morristown, James Rubino of
Livingston, Edward Collins of
Mountainside; and James Cacciabeve
of Boonton.

A souvenir journal, which is a
fundraiser for the school�s scholar-
ship fund, will be available from the
dance. Vito Menza of Gillette is chair-
man of the ad journal committee.

For dinner reservations or infor-

mation, please call the Delbarton
development office secretary at (973)
538-3231, Extension No. 3051.

Karen Wells Recognized
In Health Law Competition
SCOTCH PLAINS � Karen Wells,

a third year law school student at the
University of Pittsburgh School of
Law, was a member of the Law School
team that won first place at the Na-
tional Health Law Moot Court Com-
petition in Carbondale, Illinois.

The competition was held at the
Southern Illinois University School
of Law on November 6 and 7. Twenty-
six two-member teams from 22
schools participated in the event.

Ms. Wells and her teammate,

Reagan McClain, won a $1,000 schol-
arship grant to the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Law for their first
place win, and a $500 scholarship
grant for Best Brief.

This achievement is the highest
honor the university has received in
its four years of participating in the
Health Law Moot Court Competi-
tion.

Ms. Wells graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
1992.

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Plans Dance Program
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in

Edison will host a dance program, �Free
to Dance,� on Wednesday, February 3, for
students only. There will be two perfor-
mance times � 8:45 and 9:45 a.m.

Dancers Efraim Silva and Ginga
Brasileira will present the program
which explores Afro-Brazilian culture
through dance.

The performances are being pro-
vided by Young Audiences of New
Jersey, a provider of arts programs for
young people. The event will be spon-
sored by the Wardlaw-Hartridge Par-
ents� Association.

The �Free to Dance� program will
showcase Brazil�s national dance, the
samba, as well as two dances created
by African slaves: the capoeira, com-
bining dance, martial arts and gymnas-
tics; and the maculele, which is a stick
dance from the sugar cane plantations.

Mr. Silva and his dancers will dis-
cuss Brazilian history and culture, sing
in Portuguese, and play traditional
Brazilian instruments.

Fanwood Chemical Among
Firms Honored by Chamber

Three Residents Go for Gold
In Special Olympic Games


