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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
MCKEON SINKS 2 FOULS IN FINAL :09; MCCOY NETS 14

Devil Girls Pull Off Stinging
Victory Over Raider Cagers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A classic sting occurred on Janu-
ary 5 in Westfield when the Blue
Devil girls basketball team came from
behind to pull off a 27-26 victory over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls.
Blue Devil senior Liz McKeon sank
two foul shots with :09 remaining to
conclude the scoring.

There were several players on both
teams who stepped up with outstand-
ing performances. Just as the Raiders
had to key on McKeon, the Blue
Devils had to key on Raider senior
Nikki McCoy who finished with 14
points. When extra effort was fo-
cused on these stars, Raiders Jeannie
McCoy and Krista Hicks and Blue
Devils Monique Brendel, Courtney
Thornton and Val Griffith pulled off
some heroics of their own.

The Raiders with their 1-3-1 zone
trap defense got the jump, made sev-
eral steals and caused the Blue Devils
to make several bad throws in the
first half. Raider Jeannie (Munchie)
McCoy was superb throughout the
game in creating confusion among
the Devils as she had numerous tips
and seized six steals.

Nikki McCoy and Jeannie McCoy
each hit a layup to give the Raiders a
4-0 lead. Thornton, with an assist
from Carolyn Matthews, came back
with a left side layup then later sank
a foul shot to make the score 4-3.
Later, Brendel rebounded a
Matthews’ shot and made a right-
side layup with 3:20 left to make the
score 5-4 and to give the Blue Devils
their only lead until very late in the
game.

Nikki McCoy extinguished the
Devils’ lead with a layup to make the
score 6-5. Then, with :20 left, Nikki
McCoy nailed another two-pointer
to put Raiders ahead 8-5 at the end of
the quarter.

Being somewhat shaky to start the
second quarter, the Blue Devils
missed five-straight shots. Finally,
Brendel made a layup to narrow the
Raiders lead to 8-7. Nikki McCoy hit
a short jumper. Hicks sank a layup,
made a nice steal and passed to Nikki
McCoy, who then sank another layup
to make the score 14-7.

McKeon passed to Thornton who
made a layup. Raider Katie Feighner
grabbed a rebound and put in the
layup, pushing the score to 16-9.

Later, McKeon drove to basket for
layup, then Matthews made a foul
shot to tighten the score, 16-12. But
Nikki McCoy made two-straight
layups just before the half to make
the score 20-12.

“In the first half, we played very
well,” said Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm. “We had a lot of nice oppor-
tunities in the first half.”

Blue Devil Head Coach Kathy
Hauser commented on the Raisers’
success in the first half. “They were
very aggressive. They played the 1-
3-1 and trapped in the corners. Nikki
was making all the shots.”

Although the third quarter turned
out to be the lowest scoring one, it
proved to be the most volatile. Nei-
ther team scored in the first two
minutes, then Brendel hit a layup.
Hicks sank a layup, Brendel followed
with a layup, then Hicks made a
layup to help the Raiders maintain
their eight-point lead.

Now the sizzling was to begin.
McKeon stole the ball with 2:35 left,
then was fouled by Nikki McCoy. In
addition, a seemingly bewildering
technical foul was called. McKeon
made the first of her regular foul
shots, missed the second, made the
first technical, then missed the sec-
ond to make the score 24-18. The
Blue Devils retained possession but
no further scoring occurred during
the quarter.

Apparently, the call was against
Coach Homm. “I didn’t know for
what or why the technical foul was
called on me,” exclaimed Homm. “I
don’t think that I deserved the tech-
nical. I was not pleased with the
officiating at all.”

In an attempt to explain her version
of the reason for the technical foul,
McKeon said, “Yes, the coach (Homm)
was yelling at the ref and the ref said,
‘I’m not taking this any more’ and he
gave him the technical.”

Thornton brought the Devil girls
to within four with a layup early in
the final quarter. The Blue Devils
edged closer. Griffith made a crucial
two-pointer as she was fouled, then

KIVETZ APPLIES THE ‘HAMMER’; ‘TEZ’ TROUNCES

Blue Devil Matmen Impound
MX Shabazz Bulldogs, 51-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Mike Kivetz and senior
Onur Tezucar both netted falls and
the majority of the Blue Devils fol-
lowed suit as the Westfield High
School wrestling team impounded
the Bulldogs from Malcolm X.
Shabazz, 51-18, in Westfield on Janu-
ary 6. Several of the newer Blue
Devil wrestlers also turned in some
fine performances.

Blue Devil Mike Sawicki got things
rolling at 112 when he scored a
double-leg takedown on Tyrell Turner
then pinned him in 1:42 with a wrist
and a half nelson combination.

Dan Sawicki, at 119, was taken
down by Omar Bouie but immedi-
ately escaped. In the second period
Sawicki scored a spin-behind
takedown and a two-point
pipewrench nearfall while Bouie
added an escape, a reversal and a
two-point nearfall to take a 7-5 lead
into the final period. Sawicki came
back with a reversal, a penalty point
and a three-point tilt to win 11-7.

The Blue Devils held a 9-0 lead and
sophomore Jim Villane upped the team
score to 15-0 with a fall over Emanuel
Williams in the 125-pound class.

Villane scored a double-leg spin
behind takedown, but Williams was
later awarded a penalty point for
Villane locking hands. The second
period turned into a “rock and tumble”
bout. In a spurt of just twenty-five
seconds, Williams scored a takedown
and a three-point nearfall, then
Villane retaliated with a reversal and
a nearfall before pinning Williams in
2:26 with a half nelson.

Commenting on Villane’s excit-
ing performance, Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said, “That is pretty
typical of Jimmy Villane. He does
good things, makes mistakes, but he
never quits. During the summer, he
went to the Garden State Games and
wrestled some pretty tough kids. Both
times he was getting beat but he kept

wrestling and put them on their
backs.”

At 130, Blue Devil Dan Caprario
quickly flattened Juan Chavez in 1:54
using a lateral drop. Teammate Sean
Joffe followed up at 135 with a fall

over Hassan Braham in 1:23. Joffe
scored a single-leg takedown then
clamped Braham using a half nelson.

Kyle Swingle received a forfeit at
140 to put the Blue Devils ahead, 33-
0. The Bulldogs got on the scoreboard
with a fall at 145 but Tezucar jumped
the lead to 39-6 with a swift, :34 fall
over Tony Dayes at 152. Tezucar
nailed a standing-switch takedown
then put out Dayes’ lights using a
“yank-an-crank” wrist and half
nelson.

“He almost took me down,” said
Tezucar. “So I hit him with a stand-
ing switch.”

Tom Hanscom faced William Parks
at 160 and initiated the scoring with
a takedown. Parks reversed, then

JEFFERSON HITS 23; SINKS 3 FOUL SHOTS TO WIN

Viking Boys Rally to Upset
Lions in Overtime, 50-48
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Carlos Jefferson sank all
three of his foul shots after a foul on
a three-point attempt with 11 sec-
onds remaining in overtime, to give
the Union Catholic High School
boys basketball team a thrilling
come-from-behind victory over the
Roselle Catholic squad in Scotch
Plains on January 7. The Vikings
turned what appeared to be a rout
by the previously undefeated Lions
after the first quarter and one half
into a stunning win.

Heavy defensive pressure by the
Lions caused the Vikings to make
bad passes and poor shots in the first
quarter. The Lions jumped to a 7-2
lead in the first three minutes but the
Vikings hit a layup and a foul shot to
bring the score to 7-5 with 4:08 left
in the quarter.

The Lions hit a foul shot, then
were awarded another point on the
next foul shot when a Viking was
called for goal tending. Moments
later, a Viking ball was stolen and a
Lion made the layup to increase the
lead to 11-5. A free throw by Jefferson
and a layup by Chris Gainey nar-
rowed the score to 11-8 but the Lions
added four more points to take a 15-
8 lead at the end of the quarter.

The Lions added two points to start
the second quarter, then Jefferson
netted a layup to make the score 17-
10. The Vikings continued to make
bad passes and miss easy shots as the
Lions increased their lead to 21-10
with 4:59 left in the half. From that

point on, the Vikings went on a 10-
point tear and closed the score to 21-
20 by the half.

“Even though we were down, we
were hustling well,” said Viking Head
Coach Dan Dougherty. “We needed
to stop their fast break.”

Pleased about their 10-point spurt
just before the half, Dougherty said,
“Once we got to the half, down only
by one, we thought we could beat
them. In a previous game against
Hillside, we were down by nine at the
half. I had a talk with them because
the kids weren’t mentally prepared,

then we came back in the second half
and almost beat them.”

Dougherty also said, “I told our
kids, that they (Lions) are the ones
who are feeling the pressure. We are
not supposed to beat them.”

Tim Benoit has been the Lions’
most dangerous player and he was
expected to give the Vikings quite a
headache. Dougherty commented,
“Benoit was the one we had to watch
out for. We rotated our kids on him.
Kwaku did a very good job guard-
ing him.”
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Blue Devil Cagers Scoot Past
MX Shabazz Bulldogs, 51-50

By MARK MATTHEWS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shabazz coach Lou Grimsley paced
the sidelines, eyes darting between
scoreboard and foul line, where an-
other Bulldog tried his hand at what
proved to be the biggest obstacle for
a more talented Shabazz team. His
team had converted only 25 percent
of their free throws throughout last
Thursday’s matchup with Westfield,
yet with four ticks left on the clock, a
small redemption was at hand if only

both shots fell to tie the game at 51.
As the first shot sailed in Grimsley

exhaled softly while the otherwise
loud Westfield crowd was quieted for
the first time since the half.

The next shot hung in the air, but
it failed to follow the same course on
the way down, clanging off the rim
into the waiting hands of Blue Devil
Jeff Weber. Grimsley folded his arms
in frustration as the clock ran out,
giving Westfield its first win and
dropping Shabazz to 5-3.

“We couldn’t play defense, convert
on offense or make our foul shots
today,” Grimsley said. “Another set-
back we faced today was the loss of
our best player Bart Jordan because
he talked too much.”

Apparently, the two had engaged
in a dispute following the first quar-
ter which resulted in Jordan sitting
the rest of the game. When asked
what was spoken between the two,
Grimsley declined to comment.

Possibly spurred on by the loss of
Jordan, Westfield built a 28-21 lead
going into half-time after a back and
forth first quarter ended with a 15-13
Westfield advantage. Throughout the
first half Shabazz pressed heavily
forcing a few turnovers and fluster-
ing Westfield. The Blue Devils re-
sponded with a physical presence
both in their man to man coverage
and underneath the boards. Led by
Senior Tom Langton who finished
with a double-double, 13 points and
10 rebounds, and the deft passing of
Senior Maurice Boatwright, the Blue
Devils took fewer turnovers and more
rebounds into the locker room.

“We made the shots when we
needed to and we controlled the
boards [in the first half],” Boatwright
said.

In the second half Shabazz began
to chip away at Westfield’s lead, clos-
ing the gap to within one with 43
seconds left in the third quarter. The
loss of Langton, Boatwright and se-
nior Pete Anzelone, who all had to sit
due to foul trouble, severely limited

Hanscom reversed to take a 4-2 lead
into the second period. Later
Hanscom, after being a victim of a
two-point nearfall, added a penalty
point, a reversal an a three-point
nearfall to win 10-5.

Kivetz boosted the team lead to 48-
6 when he hammered his way to a 3:41
fall over Romus Wyche at 171. Kivetz
scored a fireman’s takedown then
stretched Wyche using a double-grape-
vine and a head clamp to take a 5-0
lead. Wyche was allowed to escape,
then Kivetz came back with another
fireman’s takedown. Later Kivetz
added another takedown, then pinned
Wyche in 3:41 using a Gable to a
“hammer” pinning combination.

Describing his pinning move,
Kivetz explained, “I used the ham-
mer, then I came around behind and
flipped him to his back. He was sit-
ting there for a while. I wanted to put
him away sometime.”

WOODWARD NEARLY CLEARS 7-0; RAIDERS WIN 880

Swift Raider Trackmen Take
Third in Union County Relay

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outstanding performances on the
part of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys earned them third
place behind first-placed Plainfield
and second-placed Elizabeth in the
Union County Boys Track and Field
Relays at Dunn Center in Elizabeth
on January 6. Plainfield totaled 47
points, Elizabeth 44 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood had 43.

All three teams were in contention
to win going into the final event, the
one-mile relay. Elizabeth led with 39
points, Plainfield had 37 points and
the Raiders had 35. The Plainfield
foursome edged the Raider foursome

of Nathan Jones, Dan Harrison,
Derrion Aberdeen and anchorman
Blair Woodward, who finished sec-
ond in 3:54.9. Elizabeth shared third
with Westfield at 3:57.22 and man-
aged to squeak past the Raiders by
one point in the team score.

“That was an event that, had we
won, we would have won or at least
tied for the meet,” said Raider Co-
Head Coach Bill Klimas. “I felt very
good about what they did.”

The Raiders seized first in the 880-
yard relay and in the team high jump.
Jones, Jamil Coles, Anthony Cary
and Woodward completed the 880
event in 1:43.9. Woodward split at
24.5 as the anchor of the relay.

“It was a moral victory to beat two
really top sprint teams,” commented
Klimas on the 880-yard relay victory.
“Anytime that you go into the Dunn
Center which is Elizabeth’s home
floor in an event which they have
dominated for years and win is quite
an accomplishment.”

Woodward and Mike Franzone
combined their skills to win the team
high jump with a total of 11’ 10”.
Woodward cleared 6’ 6”. His leap
was the highest in the meet and he
had one more jump remaining so he
boosted the bar to 7’-0”.

“I cleared 6’ on my second attempt
so I made a few adjustments. I made
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BEING GUARDED VERY CLOSELY…Viking Kwaku Morgan, center, is
held by a Lion defender during the game between Union Catholic and Roselle
Catholic on January 7. The Vikings stunned the Lions, 50-48.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GUARDING THE “DOG” CLOSELY…Blue Devil Mathew Rosen, No. 4,
keeps close guard on a Shabazz Bulldog in the fourth quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CULTIVATING THE “HAMMER”…Blue Devil Mike Kivetz works on a
“Gable” maneuver in order to set up his devastating “Hammer” pinning
combination on Romus Wyche of the Bulldogs at 171.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MCLOOKING FOR THE BALL…Raider Nikki McCoy, No. 4, and Blue Devil
Liz McKeon, No. 21, watch the flow of the ball in the second quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GOING FOR THE LOOSE BALL…Blue Devil Liz McKeon, No. 21, and Raider Nikki McCoy, No. 4, rush to gain
possession of the basketball as Raiders Jeannie McCoy, No. 3, and Katie Feighner look on. The Blue Devil girls won a, 27-
26, thriller in Westfield on January 5.


