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Downtown Development, Zoo Property
Among New Mayor�s List of Priorities

Democrats Sweep in Council Race, Teachers� Contract Settlement,
Troubles Surrounding Club Malibu Wind Up 1998 in Scotch Plains

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Editor�s Note: The following is the
second half of a two-part series re-
capping the events and issues which
impacted Scotch Plains during the
year 1998.

*  *  *  *  *
JULY

Gene Schiller, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football coach
and Athletic Director, announced his
retirement at the end of October. Eric
Rosenmeier, who was Head Track
Coach and Assistant Football Coach
at the school, was tapped for the
opening.

All township mail was delivered
through the newly expanded town-
ship post office, and residents were
asked to use only the 07076 zip code
and Scotch Plains address on their
mail, instead of Westfield�s, as in the
past.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education announced that there
was no settlement in negotiations
with the teachers� union over wage
contracts.

An independent management com-
pany told the school board that the
district spends nearly double the
amount of money on purchasing con-
tracts compared to other districts in

New Jersey.
An elderly couple were threatened

in their home on Hunter Avenue by
an intruder brandishing a knife while
they watched television during the
morning. Police said they suspected

robbery to be the motive.
The local chapter of UNICO, an

Italian-American service organiza-
tion, broke ground at the township�s
Village Green in anticipation of the
arrival of a three-ton marble sculp-

ture honoring Christopher Colum-
bus. The sculpture was to be placed at
the site in time for a Columbus Day
unveiling.

Sierra Club members testified be-
fore the township�s Planning Board
in opposition to K. Hovnanian�s pro-
posed townhouse development
known as �The Reserve.� They ar-
gued that the tentative site for the
complex, at Union and Meadow Av-
enues, was �a floodway� during se-
vere rainstorms.

The Township Council agreed to
pay the United States Department of
Agriculture over $4,000 to scare off
roosting birds in the wooded residen-
tial Parkwood section of the town-
ship after some residents complained.

Biologists spent the night shoot-
ing off flares and blasting distressed
bird calls through loud speakers.
Residents said later that the birds
moved down the street to other trees.

One of three Republican candi-
dates for township council, local
Realtor James Fawcett, withdrew
from the race, citing family and ca-
reer obligations, and was replaced by
Board of Adjustment Chairwoman
Gail Iammatteo.

Incumbent Councilman Robert
Johnston and Board of Adjustment

member Paulette Coronato also ran
on the Republican slate.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood began carrying the edito-
rial cartoons of upstate New York
illustrator Dale Neseman.

AUGUST
Neighboring residents and Jewish

Community Center officials wrangled
over proposed lighting and landscap-
ing before the township�s Board of

Fanwood Councilwomen Take Oath of Office;
Mayor Hopes for Progress in Downtown, Arts

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

SECOND TIME AROUND�Democratic Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
second from left, is sworn into her second term as a member of Fanwood�s
governing body on New Year�s Day. Joining her, pictured left to right, are:
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, who administered the oath of office; the
Councilwoman�s mother, Marie Donchetz, daughters Joanne (hidden), Katie
and Kim Schurtz, and her husband, Joe Schurtz.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

It was standing-room only New
Year�s Day as Democratic Council-
women Karen M. Schurtz and
Katherine Mitchell of Fanwood took
their oath of office during the annual
reorganization meeting of the

borough�s governing body.
Sworn in by Mayor Maryanne S.

Connelly shortly after noon in the
Borough Council chambers, Mrs.
Schurtz and Ms. Mitchell were each
accompanied by family members as
approximately 70 well-wishers
looked on from the audience.

Mrs. Schurtz is now in her second
term, while Ms. Mitchell is a first-
time councilwoman. Their Novem-
ber 3 victory over Republican chal-
lengers Wilfred P. Coronato and
David B. Trumpp enabled the Demo-
crats to retain their 4-3 majority in
local government.

The council remains evenly split
between Democrats and Republicans,
with Fanwood�s Democratic Mayor
acting as tie breaker when necessary.

Ms. Mitchell succeeds former
Council President and fellow Demo-
crat Bruce H. Walsh as a member of
the governing body. Mr. Walsh, who
was among those in attendance, also
served as the borough�s Police Com-
missioner before retiring from the
council at the end of 1998.

Mayor Connelly called Mrs.
Schurtz an �outstanding� council
representative, saying she has been
�thorough and fair� in the handling
of her responsibilities as a public
official. Mrs. Schurtz is the borough�s
new Police Commissioner.

The Mayor likewise described Ms.
Mitchell, formerly Fanwood�s Demo-
cratic Municipal Chairwoman and a
founding member of the Fanwood
Recycling Center, as �a fine indi-
vidual� who she remarked would be

�an asset to our council.�
Ms. Mitchell, a registered nurse

with the Visiting Nurse Association
of Central New Jersey�s Woodbridge
office, was also named as the
borough�s registered nurse.

Later in the meeting, the council-
women were presented with congratu-
latory bouquets by Union County
Freeholder and former Fanwood
Mayor Linda d. Stender, the current
Democratic Municipal Chairwoman.

Also taking their oath of office that
day were members of Fanwood�s Fire
Department and Rescue Squad. Af-
ter swearing them in, Mayor Connelly
commented that Fanwood �is blessed
to have such wonderful people to
help us out.�

Elected officials voted along party
lines, as they did last year, on both the
naming of a new Council President
and the reappointment of Dennis Estis
as Borough Attorney. The attorney�s
position is one of several Mayoral
appointments.

Republicans rejected Mrs.
Schurtz�s nomination, seconded by
Ms. Mitchell, of Democratic Coun-
cilman William E. Populus, Jr., for
the position of Council President.
Mayor Connelly broke the tie to ap-
prove the nomination.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

FAMILY AFFAIR�New Democratic Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, third
from left, takes her oath of office New Year�s Day at the annual reorganization
meeting of Fanwood�s governing body. Pictured with her, left to right, are:
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly; Ms. Mitchell�s sister, Janice Mitchell, and the
Councilwoman�s nieces, Cynthia Sahli and Michele Sahli.

The Mayor said Mr. Populus, who
was elected to his second full term in
1997, �has been responsible for bring-
ing so much to the borough,� includ-
ing having obtained grants for the
municipality.

She also cited his role as a member
of Fanwood�s Community Assess-
ment Committee, which last year
developed �action projects� to help
guide the borough into the 21st cen-
tury.

Mayor Connelly also broke a tie
among council members concerning
Mr. Estis�s reappointment, after Re-

publican Councilman Joel Whitaker
motioned that it be voted on sepa-
rately from the roster of other bor-
ough officials for 1999. The list of
officials as a whole, however, was
then approved through a unanimous
vote by the council.

Councilman Whitaker, while de-
scribing Mr. Estis as a �competent�
attorney, said he disagreed with part
of the latter�s role as legal counsel to
the Mayor and Borough Council.

He said he felt that, although Mr.
Estis represents the entire governing

Fred Rossi for The Times
SHOW OF UNITY...Tarquin Bromley is sworn in New Year�s Day as a new
member of the Scotch Plains Council  by  former Councilman Robert Johnston,
one the Republicans he and his running-mates defeated this past November.
Looking on are his wife, Linda Bromley, and son, Alex.

Fred Rossi for The Times

TAKING THE HELM...Geri Samuel takes the oath of office as Councilwoman
from her husband, Richard Samuel on Friday, January 1. She was appointed
Mayor this year. Also pictured are her son, Matthew (with back to camera), and
her mother, Lucille Moller.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The new year has not only brought
in a new Mayor, as is tradition in

Scotch Plains, but also a new politi-
cal party in the majority role of the
governing body.

Geri M. Samuel was sworn in as

Mayor during a late-morning cer-
emony New Year�s Day at the Mu-
nicipal Building as Democrats re-
gained control of the Township Coun-
cil for the first time since 1974.

Mrs. Samuel, a 1995 State Assem-
bly candidate, and fellow Democrats
Tarquin Jay Bromley and Franklin P.
Donatelli began their four-year terms
on the Council before an overflow
crowd that included local, county
and state officials.

Republican members William J.
McClintock, Jr., and Martin Marks
remain on the Council in what Dr.
Marks admitted was the �uncomfort-
able� position of being in the minor-
ity party.

Mayor Samuel and Mr. Bromley,
who was named Deputy Mayor, were
selected by unanimous votes of the
Council.

In what he termed the �spirit of
continuity,� Councilman Bromley
took the oath of office from Robert
Johnston, the Republican Council-

man he defeated in November.
In her inaugural message, Mayor

Samuel, the township�s sixth woman
Mayor, called the day �a new begin-
ning,� but not a change �in the pur-
pose� of the Council. She said she
wanted to work with the Republicans
on a number of issues, including the
preservation of open space, more rec-
reational programs for teenagers,
settling on a solution for the use of
the former Scotch Plains Zoo prop-
erty, and encouraging further down-
town development.

The Democrats said during last
fall�s campaign that another priority
would be to work for an elected mayor
system of government in Scotch
Plains.

Mayor Samuel announced the for-
mation of task forces to formulate
plans for downtown development and
to develop recreational activities for
teens.

She said she �looks forward to
input from the citizens� of Scotch

Plains.
Deputy Mayor Bromley, the first

lawyer on the Council in eight years,
echoed the Mayor�s final remarks,
promising residents that �we will
listen,� adding that the new Demo-
cratic majority on the Council �has a
lot of ideas as to where this town
should be.�

Republican Councilman

McClintock, now the senior member
of the Council, said the GOP �looks
for cooperation and will give coop-
eration.� He listed several challenges
to the Democrats: �Bring new ac-
complishments to the town, keep
taxes low, keep grants high and keep
the balance sheet strong.�

Councilman Marks said that, de-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Jeanne Whitney for The Times
A BRAND NEW ERA...Scotch Plains Democrats won three seats on the
Township Council in the November 3 General Election, giving their party a 3-
2 majority on the governing body for the first time in 24 years. The freshman
council members, pictured left to right, are: Franklin Donatelli, Tarquin Jay
Bromley and Geri Morgan Samuel. Mrs. Samuel was sworn in as Mayor on New
Year�s Day.

Jeanne Whitney for The Times

COLUMBUS DAY IN SCOTCH PLAINS...A three-ton marble sculpture com-
memorating the voyages of Christopher Columbus was unveiled October 12 on
the Village Green along Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. Standing to the right of
the statue is Lennox Brown, the Union County College student who designed it.
Rocco L. Cornacchia, President of UNICO, is pictured at far right.
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The United Fund of Westfield
301 North Avenue, West

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113

Catholic Community Services
Volunteer, 55 years and older, to make a daily 5 minute

 telephone call to an isolated homebound adult.
Holy Trinity Food Pantry

Volunteer morning telephone staff, afternoon food packers
and personal hygiene products.

Friends of Mindowaskin Park
Volunteers to help with the spring party in the park.
New Jersey Workshop for The Arts

Volunteers for grant writing, public relations, marketing, funding
and repairs. Instrument donations.

Jewish Community Center
Entertainment items for the youth lounge: books and games

new or in excellent condition, CD/tape boom box,
 Nintendo set with four controllers

The Caring Box

 Please call the United Fund if you can help!

Because Westfielders Care... the spirit of volunteerism is very special in
Westfield. The United Fund of Westfield, through a grant from the

Westfield Foundation and the help of The Westfield Leader, is proud to
provide The Caring Box. This volunteer clearing house, responding to
special, immediate needs in our community, will be published monthly.

Democrats Sweep in Council Race, Teachers� Contract,
Club Malibu Troubles Wind Up 1998 in Scotch Plains

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adjustment.
The Scotch Plains Public Library

moved closer to computer automa-
tion, setting its sights on October for
completion of the $125,000 venture.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district won a Business Summit
Award from the state Board of Edu-
cation for its two-year plan to inte-
grate �workplace readiness� experi-
ences into the curriculum, as man-
dated by the state.

Dr. Carol B. Choye, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools,
said the award �supports our com-
mitment to achieving results that can
serve as a model for other districts
throughout New Jersey.� However,
Board of Education members later
voted to reject the state mandates.

Democratic challenger for Town-
ship Council Tarquin Jay Bromley
charged governing body members
during a televised council meeting
with mishandling an incident in May
that involved Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O�Brien.

Mayor Joan Papen responded that
the Chief was docked one week�s pay
for accidentally leaving his gun be-
hind in a fitting room at a local
department store. No injuries oc-
curred when the gun was later dis-
covered and fired by another shop-
per.

A $200,000 nature trail in Ash
Brook Reservation, at the township�s
border with Clark and Edison, was
proposed by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Richard Czarnomski of Scotch
Plains finished a 48-day bicycle trip
across the United States to raise
money for the American Lung Asso-
ciation. �I would absolutely do it
again,� he said, after completing the
3,254-mile trek.

SEPTEMBER
A Labor Day weekend storm,

marked by tornado-speed winds of
73- to 115-miles-per-hour, blasted
through the area, surprising residents
and knocking out electricity to nearly
70 percent of the township. The fierce
storm also brought down trees onto
roadways, houses and cars. Town-
ship officials estimated cleanup costs
from the storm at $240,000. Schools
did not open for several days, and
Public Service Electric and Gas offi-
cials said employees toiled around
the clock to clear downed power lines.

No serious injuries were reported
as a result of the storm, although one
Fanwood resident claimed, �It looked
like the end of the world� when the
twister hit.

The annual Labor Day festival at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church carried on outdoors
in spite of the storm.

Township police arrested five men
for fighting in the parking lot of Club
Malibu, a dance establishment on
Terrill Road. A Superior Court in-
junction had allowed the club to re-
main open even though local offi-
cials had ordered it closed down for
30 days on fire code violations.

Public schools opened without a
teachers contract settlement. In the
wake of several school shooting
deaths around the nation, the school
district tightened up its policy on
weapons possession and other forms
of threatening behavior.

A state education official told local
Board of Education members that an
estimated 85 percent of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students al-
ready participate in activities that
satisfy the state�s �School-to-Work�
mandate.

Seventy-six-year-old Louise Terry,
former owner with her husband
Franklin of the Terry Lou Zoo in
Scotch Plains, died at her home in
Florida.

Members of a Green Brook Flood
Control Commission task force de-
cided on two alternate sites for storm
water detention basins in Watchung,
after some county residents and offi-
cials objected to proposed basin sites
in the county-owned Watchung Res-
ervation.

The Township Council criticized
the county Freeholders� dissolution
of the county Regional Environmen-

tal Health Commission, after replac-
ing it with the Office of Environmen-
tal Health. Also, council members
complained that they were not part of
the Freeholder plan that would put a
nature trail in Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

Democratic candidates for Town-
ship Council Geri Samuel, Frank
Donatelli and Tarquin Jay Bromley
called for an elected mayor system
during their campaign.

OCTOBER
A gunman robbed First Commu-

nity Bank on South Avenue, fleeing
with an undetermined amount of cash.
Another bank at the same location
was robbed 25 years ago, police said.

District school teachers picketed
Board of Education offices over the
lack of an agreement for wage in-
creases. After nine months, contract
negotiations between the teachers�
union and the school board ended in
a stalemate. Teachers threatened �job
action� tactics, which included not
participating in back-to-school night
events and taking off optional holi-
days like Election and Veterans Days.

Township Council members back-
tracked and agreed to restore the
name Cliffwood Street to the newly-
named Shalom Way after Kramer
Manor neighbors objected to the
change. Both names were retained
for the block-long dead end street,
where Congregation Beth Israel is
the sole address.

The Board of Adjustment rejected
a proposed child day care center in a
residential zone along Raritan Road.
The owners of Park Place Restaurant
at Raritan Road and Martine Avenue
dropped a bid before the Board of
Adjustment to expand commercial
development at the site � which
would have included a new Drug
Fair � after residents sought to block
the move.

UNICO dedicated a $50,000 sculp-
ture commemorating Christopher
Columbus� voyages during a jam-
packed Columbus Day ceremony on
the Village Green.

The United States Congress looked
to approve legislation for $9.9 mil-
lion to be directed towards a flood
control project that should benefit
the township in the long run.

The traditional League of Women
Voters-sponsored debate among seven
Township Council candidates was

canceled when none could agree on a
format for questioning. Some charged
partisan tactics, while others asked
for written questions on the issues.

Township schools Athletic Direc-
tor Gene Schiller retired after 15
years with the district.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, owned by Publisher Horace
Corbin and General Manager Gail
Corbin, opened an office on Bartle

Avenue in the township.
NOVEMBER

Scotch Plains Democrats swept to
victory over Republicans and Con-
servatives in the race for three Town-
ship Council seats, stunning incum-
bent Republicans and solidly seizing
control of the five-member govern-
ing body for the first time in 24 years.

Winner Geri Samuel was the choice
for Mayor by fellow Democrats Frank
Donatelli and Tarquin Jay Bromley,
under the selection system. Mr.
Bromley was selected as Deputy
Mayor. Voter turnout neared 50 per-
cent in the election, with Democrats
taking two-thirds of the 21 voting
precincts.

Dr. Choye said searches were un-
derway for new principals at both the
high school and Park Middle School.

State Senate President and town-
ship resident Donald T. DiFrancesco
came out in favor of �live� testing of
ocean routes for aircraft out of New-
ark International Airport, in an effort
to reduce noise over residential ar-
eas.

Hung�s Shanghai restaurant on
Park Avenue in the downtown burned
when a grease fire ignited in the
kitchen, but a double sprinkler sys-
tem and firefighters managed to keep
the blaze from spreading to nearby
buildings.

The high school Boys� Soccer Team
fended off challenges for the state
championship spot. They won top
state honors in five previous years.

A panel of three court-appointed
Condemnation Commissioners heard
arguments over the dollar value of
the former Scotch Plains Zoo prop-
erty that the township seized for pub-
lic use from former owners Sunrise
Assisted Living earlier in the year. A

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mrs. Schurtz, Ms. Mitchell
Sworn in New Year�s Day

body, elected officials should also be
able to seek advice from the attorney
individually, without the informa-
tion having to be shared by the attor-
ney with the Mayor or other mem-
bers of the council.

Mr. Estis explained to The Times
several days later that it would be
�inappropriate� for him, as Borough
Attorney, to honor the request of an
individual council member to with-
hold the nature of a discussion on
borough business from the Mayor �
the municipality�s Chief Executive
Officer � or the council.

He said the appropriate channel
would be for the council member to
present his or her request for a confi-
dential discussion with the attorney
to the governing body. Once the gov-
erning body had approved the re-
quest, Mr. Estis said he would be
happy to honor it.

Mayor Connelly broke a tie vote
again later in the meeting on a reso-
lution covering the professional ser-
vice contract for Mr. Estis. She ar-
gued that the attorney, who has rep-
resented the borough for 11 years,

has saved the municipality a lot of
money and helped it avoid lawsuits.

She described his $120-per-hour
fee as �reasonable,� based on rates
for such services across the county.

In addition to the Fanny Wood Day
and Holiday Decorations Commit-
tees, a nine-member Millennium
Committee has been appointed to
plan the borough�s celebration of the
year 2000. A Cultural Arts Commit-
tee has also been established to spear-
head expansion of cultural arts pro-

grams in the community.
Under other appointments, Mr.

Whitaker was named to a one-year
term as council representative to the
Fanwood Planning Board. Llewyellen
Fisher was reappointed as the gov-
erning body�s representative to the
Union County Revenue Sharing
Committee.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood was once again designated
as one of the official media for legal
advertising by the borough.

In her address to the governing body
and the community, Mayor Connelly
predicted that 1999 would �be filled
with new challenges and questions,�
as the borough continues its transition
�from the old to the new.�

She also reflected on some of the
major events and milestones which
shaped Fanwood in 1998, among
them the appointments of a new Po-
lice Chief, Captain and Lieutenant,
as well as the 50th anniversary of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad and the suc-
cessful integration of the Planning
Board and Board of Adjustment.

She additionally noted that the bor-

ough obtained $300,000 in grants and
contributions which will help keep the
tax increase low, and that a non-profit
501 (c) 3 corporation was created as a
funding source for educational and
charitable activities in Fanwood.

Mayor Connelly mentioned the
pending expansion of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, a proposal to develop the
Dean Oil site, and the Fanwood Me-
morial Library�s move toward full
automation through membership in
a regional consortium.

She also highlighted the work of
the Fanwood Community Assessment
Committee and its action groups,
which presented improvement strat-
egies to the governing body regard-
ing downtown redevelopment, long-
range planning, communication and
volunteerism in December.

Finally, Mrs. Connelly recounted
the devastating storm which wreaked
havoc in Fanwood on Labor Day,
calling it �the greatest challenge we
faced this year,� as well as the first
bank robbery to occur in the history
of the borough in November.

For the new year, the Mayor said
she hoped Fanwood officials would
receive a positive response to their
recent request for more than $500,000
in state aid to implement the
borough�s overall downtown devel-
opment plan.

She said that, in conjunction with
the work to be done by the newly-
appointed Cultural Arts Committee,
plans are underway to have the reno-
vated Carriage House renamed The
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter in memory of Fanwood�s first
woman Mayor.

In addition, several committees
which evolved from the Community
Assessment Committee action groups
will work toward the realization of
objectives which were presented to
the Mayor and Council last month.

Standing council committees for
1999 are as follow:

• Administration and Finance �
Councilman Populus, Chairman;
Councilwoman Mitchell and Coun-
cilman Louis C. Jung, with Mayor
Connelly serving as Judicial Liaison.

• Public Safety � Councilwoman
Schurtz, Chairwoman; Councilmen
Jung and Stuart S. Kline.

• Public Works � Councilman
Jung, Chairman; Councilman
Populus and Councilwoman Schurtz.

• Land Use and Historic Preserva-
tion � Councilman Whitaker, Chair-
man; Councilwomen Schurtz and
Mitchell.

• Education, Health and Welfare
� Councilman Kline, Chairman;
Councilmen Whitaker and Populus.

• Recreation and Community Ser-
vices � Councilwoman Mitchell,
Chairwoman; Councilman Kline and
Whitaker.

David B. Corbin for The Times

FOND FAREWELL�Gene Schiller, who first made his mark as a local high
school athlete, retired this year as Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Athletic
Director. He began his career with the school district in 1983 as Assistant
Athletic Director and Head Football Coach, and was named as Athletic Director
two years later.

spite political differences, the Coun-
cil is, at its core, �five people who
care very deeply about this town and
want to see it thrive.�

Township Administrator Thomas
K. Atkins, in wishing the new Coun-
cil �all the best,� noted that it has
gone from 45 years of collective ex-
perience to just 10 years.

With a new party in power, there
are also a number of new faces in
township government. Andrew M.
Baron was appointed as Township
Attorney, replacing State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco who
held the post.

Kenneth N. Lipstein, a candidate
for Township Council in 1996, was
named Municipal Prosecutor and
David B. Littman was appointed
Public Defender.

The three appointments, approved
by 3-0 votes with the two Republi-
cans Council members abstaining,
are for one year.

Appointed to one-year terms on
the Planning Board were Mayor
Samuel, Building Inspector Robert
LaCosta and Mr. Bromley. Mr.
Bromley will represent the council
on the board. Pamela Boright, the
wife of former Union County Free-
holder and head of Scotch Plains
Democratic Party, received a full four
year-term on the board.

Thomas Perrucci was reappointed
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment
along with new bosard member
Maura Berger. Both seats are for four
years.

Harold Brody, Robert Bergen and
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Development, Zoo Property
Among Mayor�s Priorities

Carol Webster were appointed to one-
year terms on the Board of Assess-
ments for Local Improvements.

Councilman Bromley will serve as
Council Liaison the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and as
a member of the Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board. Mr.
Donatelli will be the Council Liaison
to the Senior Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee and the Holiday Decorations
Committee.

Councilman McClintock was ap-
pointed liaison to the Parent-Teacher
Association, the Raritan Valley Rail
Line Commission and the Library
Board of Trustees.

Mr. Marks will be the Council
liaison to the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment, Health Advisory Board and
the Downtown Task Force.

Among the host of dignitaries in
attendance at the meeting were Sena-
tor DiFrancesco, Fanwood Mayor
MaryAnne S. Connelly, former
Scotch Plains Mayors Gabe Spera,
Mauro Checchio and Albert Theurer;
Freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Lewis Mingo, Jr., and Union County
Counsel Carol Cohen.

The next regular meeting of the
Council will be Tuesday, January 12,
at 8 p.m.

In a change in meeting format,
council conference sessions will be
held every other Wednesday followed
by the public meetings on the follow-
ing Tuesday evening. Conference
sessions start at 8:30 p.m. while pub-
lic or regular meetings begin at 8
p.m.

Commission decision on what the
township must pay Sunrise is prom-
ised by the end of January.

DECEMBER
A Somerset teen was charged with

the shooting death of a 19-year-old
New Brunswick resident outside Club
Malibu in the township. Another New
Brunswick teen was also wounded by
gunfire.

A Plainfield man, Michael
Terrance Howard, was shot and killed
in his car by police at the Scotch
Plains border with Mountainside on
westbound Route No. 22 after he
opened fire on officers with two hand-
guns as they attempted to arrest him.

The suspect, who was wanted in
the driveby shootings of two Plainfield
police officers, as well as a Baltimore
homicide and the robbery of First
Savings Bank in Fanwood, had led
authorities on a car chase before po-
lice blockaded his car at the Route 22
intersection with Glenside Avenue.

In anticipation of taking office on
January 1, Democratic council mem-
bers-elect Geri Samuel, Tarquin
Bromley and Frank Donatelli an-
nounced that they would replace long-
time Township Attorney Donald T.
DiFrancesco with Andrew Baron.

Auditors told the Board of Educa-
tion that the district�s �free reserve�
bank account balanced at $440,000
for the fiscal year ending in June.
This was welcome news after the
previous year, when Dr. Choye re-
vealed the district�s savings account
had hit bottom with a �zero balance.�

Officials said the surplus this year
was the result of the low number of
health benefit claims for the year.

Teachers confronted Board of Edu-
cation members at a board meeting
over the lack of a raise contract, and
threatened �job actions,� such as can-
celing Back-to-School Night. Board
member Richard R. Meade suggested
that teachers� tactics were akin to
�holding the kids hostage,� and called
it �harmful.�

Later, the two groups reached an
agreement through the help of a state
official. A new, three-year contract
with the teachers� union, extending
from July 1, 1998 through June 30,
2001, was narrowly approved by the
school board with a 5-4 vote on De-
cember 22.

The pact calls for annual salary
increases of 3.89, 3.74 and 3.68 per-
cent over the life of the contract, and
extends the work year for teachers by
one in-service day beginning with
the 1999-2000 school year.

It also contains a �no reprisals
clause� which guarantees that union
members will not face administra-
tive discipline for job actions which
occurred during the extended nego-
tiations process.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

STARTING A NEW YEAR�Newly sworn in Councilwomen Katherine Mitchell,
third from left, and Karen M. Schurtz, far right, get down to business New
Year�s Day during the annual reorganization meeting of Fanwood�s governing
body. Also pictured, left to right, are: Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern, the
Reverend Leonard Dembow of St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church in Clark, who
gave the invocation and benediction at the meeting, and Councilman Stuart S.
Kline.

Rutgers Cooperative Offers
Money Saving Suggestions

WESTFIELD � Dr. Karen Ensle of
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County in Westfield has of-
fered suggestions about saving
money.

She noted that hard-to-find saving

dollars can be found in three ways:
increasing income, reducing ex-
penses, and redirecting current re-
sources.

Michigan State University has sug-
gested the following alternatives:

Eliminate the need to use credit to
pay irregular expenses (e.g., tuition,
car insurance) by establishing an
equal-payment plan. Your anticipated
annual expense should be divided by
12 and equal amounts set aside
monthly (e.g., $2000 divided by 12
equals $167).

This should make large irregular
payments easier to manage than try-
ing to come up with a large sum all at
once.

• Check your tax withhold-
ing. If you�re constantly getting large
(over $1,000) tax refunds, you�re giv-
ing Uncle Sam an attractive interest-
free loan. Instead, adjust Form W-4
with your employer so less tax is
withheld, and put the difference in an
interest-earning account.

• It is much easier to set aside
money if you never get a chance to
spend it. Ask your employer to de-
duct and deposit pension or savings
contributions from your paycheck.
You can also arrange to have invest-
ment deposits debited from your
checking account on a regular basis.

• Consider refinancing your
mortgage or switching to a bi-weekly,
half-monthly payment plan. With this
approach, 26 biweekly payments
(equivalent to 13 monthly payments)
are made in 12 months. This results
in a sizable savings in interest on a
mortgage. Another option is to send
in one extra monthly payment a year
designated for application to mort-
gage principal.

• Save $3.33 per day. By the
end of the month, you will have $100
set aside. How can this be done?
Consider the following savings ideas:

• Have bills paid by bank
drafts and save the postage: 32 cents
per stamp

• Dry clothes outdoors instead
of using a dryer: at least $2.

For further information about
MONEY 2000 and other educational
programs, please contact Dr. Karen
Ensle at Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County at (908) 654-
9854.


