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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Letters to the Editor

At night, it�s dark. Winter coats are often
black and I have come close to the random
jaywalker in my car too many times for
comfort as I venture around the Westfield
circle to pick my husband up from his com-
mute home.

Jaywalkers cross Central Avenue between
East Broad Street and North Avenue wher-
ever they feel like it. I feel like the problem
has gotten worse since the town posted the
yield signs in the middle of the roads down-
town.

The long and short of the problem is
simple � both pedestrians and drivers need to
be more careful and respectful of the other.
Maybe this sounds like a eutopic situation,
but I appreciate the town�s efforts to try to
enforce the law.

Tracey A. Dugan
Westfield

A day has not gone by that I have not
received and phone call or letter regarding
the Brightwood Park proposal. I am awed by
the passion and concern of the many resi-
dents of Westfield and surrounding towns
who have expressed their concern for the
welfare of our one remaining �passive park.�

It would take weeks for me to respond to
each of you individually so I hope that this
letter will answer your many questions.

The Town Recreation Department ap-
proached the Town Council with a recom-
mendation to look at the �possibility� of
using Brightwood as a temporary location.
There are no plans to do anything at this
time. Wetlands and other surveys would all
have to be done before the park could even
be considered.

With that said, I can also assure the many

individuals who have contacted me, that I
am in full support of maintaining Brightwood
Park as it stands today and will make every
effort to find an alternative solution to the
ball park situation.

I truly believe that the Recreation Depart-
ment had not taken into consideration the
impact this type of renovation would have on
this beautiful park or of the traffic nightmare
that it could cause in the surrounding resi-
dential area.

Thank you for your letters and calls of
concern and please feel free to contact me to
further discuss the situation and any other
options we may have.

Greg McDermott
Councilman, First Ward

Westfield

Councilman Is Pleased With Efforts
To Keep, Preserve Brightwood Park

Pedestrians, Motorists Must Consider
Each Other to Maintain Traffic Safety

Please accept another comment on the
jaywalking ticket situation in town.

In response to the letter you published last
week from a frustrated commuter who got
ticketed leaving the Westfield train station I
say, �Get over your embarrassment� and
realize that this ticketing will serve a pur-
pose.

I commuted for 10 years, only recently
stopping to have my second child. I know the
frustration of wanting to hurry home but
needing to walk out of my way to get to a
crosswalk. Believe me, I broke the rules a
hundred times over 10 years.

However, now I suffer the reverse frustra-
tion. After five months at home, I am con-
stantly amazed that pedestrians use a liberal
license to cross wherever they choose. The
New Jersey law is �Yield to Pedestrians in
Crosswalks.�

Resident Questions GOP Loyalty
From Congressman Bob Franks

The New York Times, on February 10,
reported the encouraging news that a group
of 11 moderate House Republicans plan to
sponsor a reasonable and responsible pack-
age of tax reductions, rejecting the far more
radical tax cut advocated by the Republican
leadership.

This group, which includes Representa-
tive Frank A. LoBiondo of New Jersey, is
proposing reducing the marriage penalty
and increasing the amount that Social Secu-
rity recipients may earn without reducing or
losing their benefits as well as other reforms
which will benefit middle class taxpayers by
lowering their tax bills by $100 billion over
five years.

In sharp contrast to the moderate plan,
Republican John R. Kasich, the House Bud-
get Committee Chairman, proposes a sweep-
ing 10 percent tax cut which, despite its
surface allure, will primarily benefit the rich-
est taxpayers while seriously imperiling the
President�s critical efforts to ensure the fu-
ture survival of Social Security and Medi-

care.
The members of the emerging Republican

moderate wing are to be applauded for their
willingness to break with the leaders of a
party which has become increasingly de-
tached from the needs, hopes, aspirations,
and beliefs of most Americans.

However, it is disturbing to note that his
conspicuous absence from the list of co-
sponsors of the moderate bill once again
demonstrates the sad fact that our Congress-
man, Bob Franks, does not adequately rep-
resent his constituents.

This failure, on the heels of his joining the
Republican impeachment lynch mob, again
raises troubling questions about his fitness
to hold public office. It will be fascinating to
see how Mr. Franks attempts to explain
away his manifest shortcomings when vot-
ers are next called upon to pass judgment on
his performance.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTS

Scouts Slate Cookie Delivery;
Service Day and Encampment

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

The upcoming months promise to be
very busy for Westfield�s Girl Scouts,
who will be involved not only in deliv-
ering ordered cookies and manning
cookie booth sales, but also in gearing
up for the annual full day of service to
both near and far communities.

In addition, plans for the June En-
campment are in full swing. With so
much to be accomplished, we hope the
following schedule will help keep ev-
erything on track.

On Monday, March 1, all donations
of a Disney-theme item, requested from
each troop in town, are due. These
donated Disney items will be made up
into a basket to be auctioned off at the
Washington Rock Girl Scout Council�s
(WRGSC) Best Chef�s Night to be
held on Monday, March 15, at The
Westwood. Proceeds will benefit the
WRGSC.

Items are being collected by Troop
No. 681. Donors are asked to provide
their troop number on their donated
item. Please call Malissa Cass at (908)
233-6226 for delivery instructions.

On March 1 or thereafter, leaders or
troop cookie managers may contact
Community Cookie Managers Pam
Orbach at (908) 233-2878 or Christine
Mason at (908) 233-4599, to obtain
information regarding their cookie de-
livery site. The cookie delivery date in
Westfield is Friday, March 12.

The All-Senior troop meeting will
be held on Tuesday, March 2, at 7:30
p.m. in Westminster Hall of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield. All Se-
nior troops are requested to attend.

March 7 to 13 is Drug Awareness
Week. If your troop would like to vol-
unteer to provide drug awareness in
Westfield by tying red ribbons around
the trees surrounding your school, or
an area in town, please contact Betty
Riker at (908) 233-5705. Also, dona-
tions of red ribbons are needed for this
project. If you can donate any red rib-
bons, please call Mrs. Riker.

The Westfield Girl Scout Service
Team will meet on Wednesday, March
10, at 9:15 a.m., at the WRGSC office.
All service team members are requested
to be present.

Various troops will be holding cookie
booth sales throughout the town during
the period of Friday, March 19, to
Sunday, April 11. This provides the
public with the opportunity to pur-
chase more of their favorite cookies.

The Leaders meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 24, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. in the cafeteria of Edison
Intermediate School. All troop leaders
are requested to be present to exchange
information.

On Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., the annual Service Day will
be held in Cafeteria B of Westfield
High School. Make sure your troop is
registered to attend by calling Mrs.
Cass at (908) 233-6226. Also, puzzle
pieces are needed for a service project
for this day. This is a good chance to
put outgrown puzzles and/or puzzles
with missing pieces to good use. Please
call Mrs. Cass if you can donate or if
you can volunteer to help before or
during this gigantic event.

A representative of each troop par-
ticipating in Encampment must attend
either a morning or evening training
meeting on Wednesday, April 21, from
7 to 9 p.m. or Thursday, April 22, from
9:15 to 11:15 a.m. Permission slips
from each girl and adult attending En-
campment are due at this initial meet-
ing.

The second of the required training
meetings will be held on Wednesday,
May 19, from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursday,
May 20, from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m. All
meetings are held at the home of Merry
Wisler, 726 Tuxford Turn in Westfield.

A Daisy Ingathering is scheduled for
Friday, May 7, at Edison Intermediate
School. Additional information and reg-
istration forms are being sent to all
Daisy leaders.

The weekend of June 4 to 6 will
bring many of Westfield�s Girl Scouts
to Camp Hoover for a well-deserved,
fun-filled weekend based on the theme
�Celebrate the Century.� All informa-
tion regarding the Encampment will be
passed on to troop representatives dur-
ing the required training meetings in
April and May.

We are happy to announce that both
this monthly article, as well as the
Westfield Girl Scout Community news-
letter, The Trailmarker, can now be
accessed at Internet web site
www.goleader.com/wgs. Join us on-
line!

*  *  *  *  *
This column is written by Westfield

Girl Scouts for Westfield Girl Scouts
and for the public.

Resident Expresses Ire
Over Westfield Issues
Your readers might be interested in a

recurring nightmare I have been having
lately.

In this dream, I break a leg when I slip
on ice and fall while crossing a street in
downtown Westfield, landing just out-
side the crosswalk. Someone calls 911,
and when the police arrive, I am handed
a ticket for jaywalking.

Dean Gladfelter
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

PORTRAIT PRESENTATION�Governor Christine Todd Whitman is pre-
sented with a portrait of George Washington for the State of New Jersey by
William M. Sanders of Mountainside, in commemoration of the 200th anniver-
sary of the first President�s death. Pictured, left to right, are: Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger, State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco, Governor
Whitman, Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine, and Mr. Sanders. The Executive
Director of Portraits of Patriots, Mr. Sanders has the original engraver�s proof
of the presidential portrait of Washington, and will be reproducing it in honor
of the bicentennial.

Semi-Annual
HARDEN Furniture Sale.
Hurry � Limited Time Only

Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield
(908) 756-3274

Featuring:
Harden � Nichols & Stone � Stiffel � Lexington

Mon-Sat 10 to 5:30 - Thursday until 8pm - Closed Wed

HARDEN SALE


