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Local Officials Prepare for Y2K Transition
But Do Not Anticipate Any Major Glitches

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Editor’s Note: This article is the
first in a series on the Y2K issue. The
next installment in the series will
feature an update on how the stores
and banks are weathering the extra
demands.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

With the Y2K millennium transi-
tion quickly approaching, township
and county officials are preparing for
the moment for which we have all
been waiting.

In that moment of truth, when all
of our computer calendars strike the
year 2000, will the lights flicker and
plunge us into total darkness? Will
our 9-1-1 emergency calls fall on
dead lines? Will that meddlesome

bug bring down the massive network
of computers on which we have all
become so dependent?

Before you go out and buy that
back-up generator, here is what the
officials think will happen:

“Probably nothing,” said Don
Wormley, Coordinator for the Scotch
Plains Department of Emergency
Management. Mr. Wormley has at-
tended numerous meetings with all
of the major utility companies
throughout this year, including
PSE&G, Elizabethtown Water and
Gas, Bell Atlantic and other big in-
dustry representatives. All of them
said they are expecting a smooth
Y2K transition, according to the
Emergency Management Coordina-

tor.
“Even though we have mobilized

for a worst case scenario, we really
don’t anticipate any major problems,”
Mr. Wormley explained. “I will be in
my office on New Year’s Eve, and
every major emergency service, such
as police, fire and rescue squads, will
have extra personnel on standby, but
we don’t think that anything will go
wrong,” he added.

All of the major utility companies
will also have extra personnel on
hand to make the transition a smooth
one, according to Mr. Wormley.

“The major utility companies have
assured us that they are Y2K ready
and compliant,” added Westfield’s
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim. “How-
ever, they also have warned us that
there are no absolute guarantees,” he
stated.

“For this reason, we are fully pre-
pared to handle any emergency situ-

ation,” the Mayor added.
Police Chief Robert Carboy, who

heads the Office of Emergency Man-
agement for the Borough of Fanwood,
has also attended Y2K assessment
meetings all year with state, county
and local officials. He concurred with
Mr. Wormley that there should be no
problems out of the ordinary.

“However,” Chief Carboy stated,
“there is always the potential for
normal power failures, for which we
should be prepared.” The Chief has
recommended that residents always
have extra supplies on hand for that
possibility.

Union County Freeholder Linda d.
Stender, who has been working dili-
gently with all of the local emergency
management officials, agreed with
this assessment.

“We want to assure the public that
we have thoroughly evaluated all of
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Fanwood Council Supports Release
Of Funds to Finish Library Upgrades

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough Council members voiced
support last week to have funds origi-
nally earmarked for automation of
the Fanwood Memorial Library redi-
rected toward completion of upgrades
at the North Avenue and Tillotson
Road facility.

Library Director Daniel Weiss ap-
peared before the governing body at
its December 1 agenda meeting to
request that officials amend two or-
dinances so that the money, totaling

$36,700, could be used for final mod-
ernization efforts at the library.

The funds include $6,721 from a
1996 ordinance and $30,000 from a
1998 decree. These ordinances allo-
cated funds from the operating side
of the municipal budgets for those
years to support automation of the
library.

Mr. Weiss anticipated that, in ad-
dition to funds redirected from the
two ordinances, the pending upgrades
would be covered by $6,800 from the
library’s Trust Fund. The renova-
tions are expected to cost about
$43,500.

The additional renovations, Mr.
Weiss explained, would include new
service desks for the Adult and
Children’s sections, plus a new cir-
culation desk, carpeting, shelving and
a paint job for the Adult Section. The
drapes in that section, located on the
second floor of the library, would
also be cleaned, he said.

The Children’s Department un-
derwent previous improvements fol-
lowing a 1996 flood which dam-
aged the library’s lower level. In
addition, the library’s exterior has
been updated over the past several
years.

A new roof was put on the build-
ing, the front steps were repaired,
new paving stones and exterior light-
ing were installed, the main entrance
area was re-landscaped and the out-
side of the library was painted.

Mr. Weiss said he believes giving
the Adult Section a fresh new look

“would go a long way in attracting
more use” of the facility. The director
noted that major renovations have
not taken place in the Adult Section
of the library in about 20 years.

In September, a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony was held to mark the library’s
transition to a fully automated sys-
tem, including nine computers with
Internet access, computerized library
cards for both children and adults
and electronic access to a wellspring
of information resources.

Automation of the Fanwood Li-
brary occurred after the facility joined
the Libraries of Middlesex Automa-
tion Consortium, a regional organi-
zation, slightly more than a year ago.

The automation project, which cost
approximately $85,000 altogether,
was funded in large part through
grant money from the New Jersey
State Library.

The Fanwood Library’s Trust Fund,
established as a reserve for emer-
gency expenditures and long-term
projects, is supported primarily
through donations and other contri-
butions, along with gifts such as
money bequeathed to the library in
wills.

Mr. Weiss’s request drew unani-
mous support from council mem-
bers, several of whom noted that the
director actively pursued grant money
to finance the lion’s share of the
automation project, rather than ap-
proach the council for the money.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, how-
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Incoming Scotch Plains Mayor, Martin Marks
To Tap New Township Attorney, Mr. Hansen

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Incoming Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks said Tuesday night
that Douglas W. Hansen will be ap-
pointed as Township Attorney when

the Township Council holds its reor-
ganization meeting on January 2.

Mr. Hansen, 55, is an attorney in
private practice in Scotch Plains, and
was Municipal Prosecutor in Clark
from 1973-1974 and Assistant Town-
ship Attorney in Scotch Plains from
1979-1983.

He will replace Andrew M. Baron,
who was appointed this past January
by the then-Democratic-controlled
Council. Republicans regained a 3-2
Council majority in last month’s elec-
tion.

Mr. Marks, who will be sworn in as
Mayor at the January 2 meeting, told
The Times that the complete make-

up of the township’s legal team has
not yet been finalized, which leaves
open the possibility of some role next
year in Scotch Plains for Mr. Baron,
who has been praised by both parties
for his work with the council.

At Tuesday night’s agenda meet-
ing, Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the council that this year’s
leaf pickup effort “may be the most
difficult” he has seen in years.

A number of factors have contrib-
uted to the slower-than-usual pace,
he said, including the fact that leaves
seemed to fall “very fast at one time”;
the slower process involved in pick-
ing up wet leaves, which involves the

use of a front-end loader and a dump
truck instead of a vacuum truck; and
a few personnel shortages in the Pub-
lic Works Department this fall.

Mr. Atkins said he expects leaf
pickup efforts, normally complete by
this time of the year, to continue until
at least Monday, December 20. He
also urged that officials meet soon to
explore possibilities, if any, for per-
forming the service differently next
year.

Separately, the council took the
unusual step of voting, during its
agenda meeting, to award a $223,043
contract to Silver Star Paving Con-
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Local Water Fluoridation OK
Is Sought From Area Towns

By DEBORAH MADISON
and KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Times

The Westfield Regional Board of
Health unanimously passed a resolu-
tion Monday recommending that the
Westfield Mayor and Town Council
pursue fluoridation of the town’s
water supply.

And with this action, it is likely
Westfield officials will soon contact
the administration of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to gain their approval
of the flouridation of water in their
municipalities, as well.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield are among municipalities
that do not currently have fluoride
added to their water supplies, and
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and the regional Board of Health
have been collaborating in investi-
gating the possibility of fluoridating
the local water supply for the last
year.

A public hearing was held Mon-
day in the Community Room of
Westfield’s Municipal Building to
gauge local residents’ response. No
residents attended.

But following a lengthy discussion
by health board members and a pre-
sentation by an Elizabethtown Water
Company representative, it was de-

cided fluoridation of local water
should be pursued.

Mayor Jardim, contacted prior to
the meeting, said fluoridation is ac-
tually a matter that he began looking
into about two years ago when local
residents asked him if the water was
fluoridated. When he found out the
water was not, he then contacted the
Board of Health about its viewpoint
on fluoridation.

The Board of Health said it thought
fluoridation was worth pursuing, but
found out that there are many com-
munities being serviced by the same
Elizabethtown Water Company line
and that if one community decided to
have its water supply fluoridated then
every community would have to re-
ceive the added fluoride as well.

Currently, Elizabethtown Water
Company provides fluoridation to
municipalities west and south of their
plant, but not to the 27 municipali-
ties east of their Bridgewater plant,
according to Anthony Matarazzo,
Manager of Environmental Affairs
for Elizabethtown Water Company.

The towns west and south of
Bridgewater that currently receive
fluoride are on different lines and
were supplied by different water com-
panies, before being taken over by
Elizabethtown Water Company, Mr.

Matarazzo stated.
When Elizabethtown Water Com-

pany took over those water compa-
nies, they continued to fluoridate
those lines.

“The distribution system to town’s
east of Bridgewater is interconnected;
the communities cannot be isolated
because they all receive their water
supply from the same line,” Mr.
Matarazzo explained.

For this reason, all 27 municipali-
ties would have to unanimously agree
to fluoridate, Mr. Matarazzo stated.

Mayor Jardim wrote letters in Au-
gust and September to all of the other
26 communities, including Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, asking if they
would be interested in pursuing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Survey on School Issues to be Unveiled Tonight;
Facilities Options Reviewed by Board of Ed.
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Tonight’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will reveal the results of the commu-
nity survey distributed by the board
in late October/early November.

Designed by Patricia Morris Asso-
ciates of Clark, the survey was taken
to assess public awareness of issues
related to rising student enrollment

and the potential costs associated
with managing that enrollment along
with renovating and upgrading ex-
isting school facilities.

Public Information Coordinator
Kathleen L. Meyer estimated the sur-
vey was mailed to approximately
12,500 residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, as well as district staff
members. Approximately 1,200, or
10 percent, of the surveys were re-

turned, which is considered a “good”
response rate.

The survey results will be consid-
ered along with the facilities evalua-
tion report and capacity analysis and
building option study prepared by
The Thomas Group of Princeton, a
professional consultant.

A third piece of the puzzle is a
facilities evaluation report prepared
by ServiceMaster Management Ser-

vices Company, which oversees the
district’s maintenance and custodial
activities.

While the ServiceMaster report was
not presented in conjunction with the
Princeton group’s facilities assess-
ment on November 9, the adminis-
tration and board are reviewing it
hand-in-hand with the Thomas
Group information.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
DECORATING THE BOROUGH…Members of the Fanwood Cultural Arts Committee and Holiday and Winter
Decorating Committee gathered with musician Billy Populus, back row center, to decorate downtown Fanwood during a
tree lighting and decorating event held on December 5.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A BIRD’S EYE VIEW…Children made new friends while playing with animals at the petting zoo during the township’s
annual holiday festivities in Scotch Plains on December 5.

                                                                                                                               Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SANTA AND THE MAYOR…Scotch Plains Mayor Geri M. Samuel told Santa
Claus what she wanted for Christmas during the township’s annual holiday
celebration held last Sunday.
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the emergency services and we are
fully prepared to handle any situa-
tion that may arise,” Freeholder
Stender stated.

Fanwood’s Police Department has
issued a “do and don’t” list for han-
dling handle potential Y2K prob-
lems at home. The list of things to do
includes:

• Keep a one-week supply of non-
perishable food and bottled water on
hand, along with a manual can
opener.

• Fill the fuel tanks for your home
and vehicles.

• Refill all prescriptions.
• Acquire extra batteries for flash-

lights and radios.
• Be sure to have sufficient warm

clothing and bedding.
The don’t list includes:
• Do not call the police for utility

failures. Call any utility company by
dialing (800) 624-0241.

• Do not use an alternate heat
source without adequate ventilation.

• Do not keep large sums of cash
on hand.

The memo stated that the banking
industry is not expecting any inter-
ruption in service.

Westfield’s Y2K tips for residents
include knowing how to turn off the
water, gas and electric main switches

in one’s home and having a fire ex-
tinguisher on hand.

Westfield officials have also rec-
ommended having approximately
three days worth of cash on hand, as
one would for an extended weekend
or when snow-bound.

Residents may also visit the town’s
Web site at www.westfieldnj.com for
additional information, or tune to
WJDM 1530AM or NJ 101.5FM on
Friday, December 31, for updates on
potential Y2K problems.

Mountainside Chief of Police and
Borough Administrator James Debbie
said that a new network was installed
in Borough Hall two weeks ago and
is fully Y2K compliant. His office
has also been in touch with Manor
Care Nursing Home and Children’s
Specialized Hospital, which have up-
dated their networks as well.

Like the other town officials, he
does not expect any major problems
related to Y2K.

PSE&G spokeswoman Joey Ander-
son stated that the utility expects
Y2K’s arrival to be “uneventful.”
“There is always the possibility of
unpredictable factors, such as power
outages due to storms, but we do not
expect any interruption of service
due to computer problems,” Ms.
Anderson stated.

Local Residents Get Ready
For Y2K Transition

ever, did not support the bid to real-
locate funds from the two ordinances.
While calling Mr. Weiss’ success in
updating the Fanwood Library “ab-
solutely wonderful,” she said she be-
lieved it was “foolish” for officials to
designate the money for a different
purpose than originally planned be-
fore preparations have even begun
on the municipal budget for 2000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Release of Funds Approved
To Finish Library Upgrades

“This is a lot of money,” the Mayor
remarked. “This work needs to be
done, and it should be done, and it
would be wonderful if it could be
done. I just feel you should wait to see
how the budget looks for the year
2000 and then see about it.”

With support from the rest of the
governing body for the release of the
funds, Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
was given the nod to draft an ordi-
nance approving the action. The or-
dinance is scheduled to be intro-
duced at the council’s regular meet-
ing tonight, Thursday, December 9.

Mr. Weiss said he and the Library
Board of Trustees may also look at
other projects down the road which
could possibly be funded through
matching grants from the state, such
as expansion of the library building
and the addition of an elevator.

The director emphasized, however,
that although such ideas have been
explored, they remain “undefined”
at the present time.

Besides physical improvements to
the building, Mr. Weiss said library
services have also being enhanced
through the availability of materials
and services.

These include new audio book and
videotape collections in the Adult
Section; expanded children’s offer-
ings, computer classes and Internet
training seminars, a book discussion
group for adults and movie nights.

Local Water Fluoridation
OK Sought from Towns

Incoming SP Mayor to Tap
Mr. Hanson as New Attorney

Survey on School Bd. Issues
To Be Discussed Tonight

Opponent of ShopRite
Opts Not to Appeal Ruling

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Times

One of the attorneys representing a
local resident opposing the construc-
tion of a large ShopRite supermarket
on North Avenue in Garwood has
decided not to appeal a recent Supe-
rior Court decision to allow the build-
ing of the grocery store.

William Butler, a Westfield attor-
ney representing Garwood resident
John Weidel, said that his client has
decided not to appeal the decision of
Superior Court Judge Edward W.
Begin, Jr. Judge Beglin ruled on
October 14 that the Garwood Plan-
ning Board had been right in grant-
ing approval in 1995 to Village Su-
permarkets of Springfield to con-
struct a grocery store on North Av-
enue.

Both Mr. Butler and Brian Fahey,
a Westfield attorney who represents
Dr. and Mrs. Ulf Dowling also of
Westfield, have until Thursday, De-
cember 16, to file an appeal to the
state New Jersey Superior Court-
Appellate Division.

Mr. Butler said his client made a
decision on December 1 that an ap-
peal would not be filed. He said that
there were a number of reasons for
the decision, but that they were con-
fidential and could not be revealed.

Mr. Fahey has not returned re-
peated phone calls on whether or not
he will appeal the judge’s decision.

Even if Mr. Fahey’s client decides
not to appeal, it is unclear how poised
Village Supermarkets officials are to
move on the construction of the gro-
cery store.

Village Supermarkets still has not
purchased the property where
Westfield Lumber and Home Center
now sits.

Norman Sevell, owner of Sevell
Towing of Westfield and who also
owns the Westfield Lumber and Home
Center property, filed a lawsuit last
summer claiming that the supermar-
ket chain had not lived up to its
promise of making monthly payments
to Mr. Sevell.

Edwin J. McCreedy, an attorney
with McCreedy & Cox of Cranford
who is representing Mr. Sevell in the
case, explained that in 1994-1995,
Mr. Sevell indicated to Village Su-
permarkets that he thought that he
had waited long enough for his prop-
erty to be sold and that he wanted out
of the agreement.

He had been under an agreement to
sell the property since 1992.

At that time, Village Supermar-
kets urged him not to back out of the
deal and agreed to make monthly
payments to Mr. Sevell until the com-
pany actually developed the prop-
erty, the attorney said. Village Super-
markets made payments for 13
months, but shortly after the Westfield
Planning Board turned down the
project, it stopped payments to Mr.
Sevell, he said.

The lawsuit by Mr. Sevell was filed

to force the supermarket chain to live
up to its contract and continue to
make the payments.

In July, Union County Superior
Court Judge Frederick C. Kentz, Jr.
ruled that Village Supermarkets
should make back payments totaling
$1.6 million and to make future pay-
ments of some $34,000 a month to
Mr. Sevell, Mr. McCreedy said.

Village Supermarkets, however,
has filed an appeal, which is now
pending in New Jersey Superior
Court-Appellate Division. Briefs are
expected to be filed in the case in
February.

Repeated calls to Village Super-
markets were not returned.

The saga of the ShopRite super-
market began more than six years
ago when Village Supermarkets an-
nounced plans to build a ShopRite on
the site of the Westfield Lumber and
Home Center property.

That original plan called for 30
percent of the store to cross into
neighboring Garwood, but created a
stir in the Westfield community
among people concerned about traf-
fic and how the store would change
the nature of the town.

The proposal ultimately was re-
jected by the Westfield Planning
Board in May of 1995 after 45 meet-
ings and transcripts that totaled more
than 5,000 pages. ShopRite officials
subsequently filed a lawsuit against
Westfield’s Planning Board in an
attempt to overturn its 1995 deci-
sion.

One of ShopRite’s attorneys,
Stephen E. Barcan, of Wilentz,
Goldman & Spitzer of Woodbridge,
has said that if the plan in Garwood
finally goes through and construc-
tion begins, ShopRite will drop all
other legal matters against Westfield.

After Westfield rejected the plan,
ShopRite officials began discussions
with the Garwood Planning Board
about opening a grocery store in
Garwood only. When those discus-
sions began, a number of citizens
then stepped forward and vocally
opposed the new plan.

After the plan was approved by
Garwood in the summer of 1995,
lawsuits spawned from the opposi-
tion centered on such arguments as
traffic concerns and that the Garwood
Planning Board had acted improp-
erly in several areas, including not
sufficiently notifying the public about
meetings and record keeping during
those meetings.

Meanwhile, a group of citizens in
Westfield residing near the proposed
ShopRite have recently formed and
will meet to discuss ways to deal
with the traffic that may be created
by the new store. They have already
met once with Westfield Second
Ward Town Councilman Matthew
P. Albano and he said that he will
approach the full Town Council
about funding a traffic study for the
area.

tractors Inc. for repaving work on a
section of Raritan Road. The project
is being funded by a $250,000 grant
from the state Department of Trans-
portation Trust Fund.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins in-
formed the council that, in light of the
concerns that have been raised in the
past year about the operations of Gar-
den State Kennels of Stirling, which
presently handles animal control for
Scotch Plains, he has directed the
Health Department to contact other
organizations about possibly handling
these services for the township.

The kennel has come under fire in
the last year for improper animal
disposal and for health violations by
the state Department of Health.

Mr. Marks also said he would like
to receive in early January more de-
finitive information about the solu-
tions to the problematic Raritan Road-
Rahway Road intersection and the
latest developments regarding the so-
called hedge property next to the
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

The council’s final regular meet-
ing of the year will be held on Tues-
day, December 14.

matter.
The communities that do not have

fluoride added to their water besides
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood include Bound Brook,
Clark, Cranford, Dunellen, Edison,
Elizabeth, Garwood, Green Brook,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden,
Middlesex, Mountainside, North
Plainfield, Piscataway, Plainfield,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Somerset,
South Bound Brook, South Plainfield,
Union, Warren and Watchung.

While some municipalities have
responded positively, a few have said
no and many have not corresponded
at all.

Mayor Jardim followed up with a
letter, dated October 27, that included
additional information for the af-
fected communities.

“Fluoridation of the water supply
assists in preventing dental cavities
in children,” he wrote. “The medical
and dental community are support-
ive of fluoridation of the water sup-
ply as it eliminates the need to pro-
vide fluoride in other forms (e.g.,
vitamins) and makes fluoride avail-
able to the general population for
free.”

He further wrote, “The Public
Health Service (1991) endorses .7-
1.2 ppm (parts per million) as the
optimally beneficial level for pre-
venting dental cavities. For those
municipalities which currently re-
ceive fluoridated water from
Elizabethtown Water, fluoride levels
are maintained at the lower end of
this range, or .2-.6 ppm, which is
slightly above the naturally occur-
ring fluoride level of .1 ppm.”

The Mayor also acknowledges in
the letter the concern some people
have about adding fluoride to a water
supply.

“In the past there have been ar-
guments made against the fluori-
dation of water due to health haz-
ards associated with fluoride in-
gested at very high concentrations
(79 ppm).

Toothpaste and mouthwash are, in
fact, marked with warnings about
fluoride, however, in reality one
would have to consume several tubes
of toothpaste or bottles of mouth-
wash at a time to reach a fluoride
level dangerous to one’s health,” Mr.
Jardim noted.

The Westfield Mayor’s letter con-
cludes by saying that, “We feel that
the benefits of fluoridation of water
outweigh the remote health risks.”

Robert M. Sherr, Health Officer
for the Board of Health, said that
from a public health standpoint, there
is no reason not to add fluoridation to
the water.

Mr. Sherr added that it is a matter
that the State of New Jersey really
should address as there are many
water supplies in the state that do not
provide fluoridated water and per-
haps pressure on local state elected
officials may be one way to get ac-
tion.

During Monday’s discussion, Mr.
Matarazzo asked members of the
Board of Health if they have assessed
the incidence of cavities in the town’s
children and whether there is a need
to fluoridate.

Board of Health member Dr.
Lawrence Budnick replied that par-
ents are now forced to supplement
their children’s diet with extra fluo-
ride. However, because there is an
incidence of naturally occurring fluo-
ride in ground water of approximately
.1 to 1 parts per million, and because
this amount is not constant, supple-
mentation can be haphazard and
risky, as too much fluoride can be
harmful, according to Dr. Budnick.
For this reason, fluoridating would
resolve the consistency problem.

The EPA has recommended a
therapeutic dose of fluoride to be
between .7 and 1.2 parts per million.
Higher doses can cause white spots
or a brown mottling of the teeth and
promote enamel decay, according to
Carmella Warne, Public Health Edu-
cator with the Visiting Nurse Affili-
ate that provides nursing and health
education services to the Board of
Health.

Ms. Warne addressed the Board
regarding her research of fluorida-
tion. She stated that there was more
literature against water fluoridation,
and that she had difficulty finding
research in favor.

Board member Dr. Drew Harris
cautioned the Board, “to adhere to
the legitimate scientific evidence in
favor of fluoridation and not the ques-
tionable circumstantial evidence
against it.” Dr. Harris is also the
President-elect of the New Jersey
Public Health Association.

Ms. Warne also explained that the
issue of fluoridation is more signifi-
cant for socio-economically disad-
vantaged children, in poorer com-
munities, who may not be receiving
proper dental care or sufficient fluo-
ride supplementation.

The board expressed their desire
to support the issue for the benefit of
those children, even though Westfield
does not have a significant disadvan-
taged population.

Dr. Harris disagreed that affluence
prevents cavities, citing his cavity-
prone childhood despite proper den-
tal care.

Dr. Budnick agreed that the scien-
tific evidence shows a 40-50 percent
reduction rate in cavities in fluori-
dated communities.

The Westfield Mayor and Town
Council will try to re-contact the
communities that have not returned
their decisions, and an effort will be
made to encourage the other commu-
nities to pursue fluoridation, board
members indicated.

The Board of Health members said
they will recommend to Mayor
Jardim that towns voting against fluo-
ridation be asked to give their rea-
sons why they reject the proposed
change in the water system.

The Thomas Group’s facilities evalu-
ation report makes individual building
recommendations by trade (e.g. plumb-
ing, electrical, technology) and addresses
specifics such as code requirements,
health and safety improvements, build-
ing improvements, energy conservation,
handicapped accessibility and specific
district requests.

The facilities evaluation also recom-
mends expansive improvements to the
district’s technology/communications
system. The recommendation includes:
completion of the computer network
cabling systems initiated in each build-
ing; implementation of local area net-
work (LAN) hardware; and installation
of a new wide area network (WAN)
fiber optic cabling throughout all dis-
trict facilities.

There are some heavy-duty price
tags associated with the recommenda-
tions regarding the maintenance, re-
furbishment and upgrade of existing
facilities.

As Mrs. Meyer explained, the ad-
ministration is reviewing these recom-
mendations to determine what priority
projects could fit into the regular school
budget versus those project costs that
might need to be factored into a bond
referendum.

In evaluating the impact of enroll-
ment growth on existing facilities, the
capacity analysis and building option
study analyzed enrollment projections,
existing building capacities, educational
adequacy of buildings and grade-level
assignments of students.

In determining the optimum num-
ber of classrooms needed to house
projected student enrollment, Thomas
Group Educational Consultant Judy
Ferguson utilized the state standards
for the number of students per class-
room: pre-kindergarten (15); kinder-
garten through grade three (21); grades
four through eight (23); and grades
nine through 12 (24).

While Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools have no specific policy regard-
ing class sizes, the board has tradition-
ally used the following numbers as
guidelines: kindergarten through grade
two (20-22); grades three through five
(23-25); grades six through 12 (under
30).

In addition, the options presented by
The Thomas Group did not consider
re-districting of students or what re-
sources are needed to implement aca-
demic programs in a given school.
According to Mrs. Meyer, the consult-
ant looked only at the space required to
accommodate a certain number of stu-
dents. Just what resources are needed
in each school to implement and, per-
haps, expand programs that serve all
students must be determined by local
officials.

Following are the six options pre-
sented:

Option 1: Move fifth grade classes
into Middle Schools. The proposal
includes the addition of a media center
at Evergreen Elementary School; ad-
dition of two classrooms at McGinn
Elementary School, addition of 12
classrooms and a gymnasium at Terrill
Middle School; renovation of media
centers at Brunner Elementary, Coles
Elementary and McGinn Schools to
provide permanent classroom walls/
corridors. Cost: $9,553,000.

Option 2: Move fifth grades into
Middle Schools and relocate Board of
Education offices.

This proposal includes the addition
of two classrooms at McGinn; addition
of 12 classrooms and a gymnasium at
Terrill; renovation of current board of-
fices for student use; renovation of Ev-
ergreen media center to classrooms;
renovation of media centers at Brunner,
Coles and McGinn to provide perma-
nent classroom walls/corridors. Cost:
$10,781,000.

Option 2, along with Options 3 and
4 assumes the building of a new, frame-
construction administration building
on the site of the current maintenance
garage behind Park Middle School.

Option 3: Move board offices out of
Evergreen.

This proposal includes the addition of
three classrooms and a music room at
Brunner; addition of four classrooms
and music room at Coles; addition of five
classrooms and music room at McGinn;
addition of two classrooms at School
One; addition of four classrooms at
Terrill; renovation of current board of-
fices for student use; renovation of Ever-
green media center to classrooms; reno-
vation of media centers at Brunner, Coles
and McGinn to provide permanent class-
room walls/corridors. Cost:
$11,772,000.

Option 4: Return sixth grades to el-
ementary schools/convert Terrill to kin-
dergarten through grade six/move Board
of Education offices from Evergreen.

This proposal calls for the addition of
three classrooms and a music room at
Brunner; addition of two classrooms
and music room at McGinn; addition of
four classrooms at School One; addi-
tion of two kindergarten classrooms at
Terrill; renovation of current classrooms
for kindergarten use; renovation of cur-
rent board offices for student use; reno-
vation of Evergreen media center to
classrooms; and renovation of media
centers at Brunner, Coles and McGinn
to provide permanent classroom walls/
corridors. Cost: $10,019,000.

Option 5: Build new kindergarten
through grade five elementary school
(400-student capacity).

This proposal includes addition of
four classrooms at Terrill; renovation of
media centers at Brunner, Coles and
McGinn to provide permanent class-
room walls/corridors. Cost:
$18,819,000.

Options 5 and 6 do not consider land
availability or the costs associated with
land acquisition (estimated at $250,000
per acre). Ten to 12 acres would be
needed on which to build a new school.

Option 6: Build new pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten school (481-stu-
dent capacity) that includes Board of
Education offices.

This option includes the addition of
four classrooms at Terrill; renovation
of current board offices for student
use; renovation of Evergreen media
center to classrooms; renovation of
media centers at Brunner, Coles and
McGinn to provide permanent class-
room walls/corridors. Cost:
$18,749,000.

A recommendation from Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye
to the board on facilities is scheduled
to come in January.

Fanwood GOP to Hold
Victory, Holiday Party

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Republican Club is inviting mem-
bers of the community to join them
in the celebration of the upcoming
holidays and the recent victorious
win of the Republican candidates
for Fanwood Mayor and Borough
Council in the November elec-
tions.

The gala event will be held at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, 1462 South
Avenue, in Plainfield on Monday,
December 13, beginning at 7 p.m.

The party will include a full sit-
down dinner, prizes and a visit by
Santa Claus.

“This is the last blast of the year
for our friends and neighbors to get
together and have a good time in
the spirit of the season,” stated
Sophie Kauchak, President of the
Club, when announcing the up-
coming event.

“I know we will have a huge
turnout and I’ve already put in
requests to the right channels to

make sure we have great food,
great gifts, great weather and the
best time ever,” she said.

Mayor-elect Louis C. Jung and
his wife will be joined by his run-
ning mates Councilman Stuart S.
Kline, who was reelected to a sec-
ond term, Councilman-elect Tom
Ryan, and their spouses, as well as
Councilman and Mrs. Joel
Whitaker, in welcoming all at-
tendees.

Reservations are requested along
with pre-choice of entrée which
includes either veal parmigiana,
chicken française or stuffed floun-
der.

Responses should be sent to M.
Donna Gonnella, 214 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, 07023.
For further information or last
minute reservations, please call
(908) 322-3241.

The cost for the evening is $15
for club members and $30 for non-
members.

SERVICE FROM THE HEART…Junior Girl Scouts from Troop No. 829 in
Scotch Plains recently helped out at the American Heart Association’s Walk-a-
thon, held at Union County College in Cranford. The girls distributed water
bottles to the hundreds of walkers who participated in the event. Pictured, left
to right, are: Kelly Merrick, Annie Smith, Emily Jones, Barbie Slaugh, Jayne
Dzuback and Courtney Greenwood.

ADOPT A FRIEND…People for Ani-
mals, a nonprofit animal welfare orga-
nization serving New Jersey, will spon-
sor a pet adoption event on Saturday,
December 11, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the PETsMART store, 1022 Route 22,
East, at West End Avenue in North
Plainfield. Many dogs, cats and kittens
will be available, including Kenny, a
six-month-old terrier mix puppy. Kenny
is neutered and current with his vacci-
nations. He was rescued from a shelter
where he was soon to be euthanized.
Kenny is gentle, playful and loves atten-
tion. To adopt, or for pet information,
please call (908) 688-1073 or visit
www.pfa.petfinder.org on the Internet.
For low cost spay/neuter information,
please call the People for Animals Clinic
at (908) 964-6887. Spay/neuter surgery
costs range from $35 to $55 and include
rabies and distemper vaccinations.

Santa Claus to Come
To Fanwood Homes
FANWOOD – Santa will be mak-

ing his annual visit to Fanwood on
Saturday, December 18, to deliver
packages to children at their homes.

As they have for the past 20
some years, the Fanwood Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, Fanwood Vol-
unteer Fire Company and Police
Benevolent Association Local No.
123 will sponsor the event.

Interested parents may drop off
one wrapped gift per child at
Fanwood Police headquarters un-
til Thursday, December 16.

Fanwood Police ask that each
gift be labeled with the child’s name
and address. If there are several
children in the same family receiv-
ing gifts, the packages should be
tied together.

For additional information,
please call the Fanwood Police De-
partment at (908) 322-5000.


