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Mario Lombardo to Perform
At Annual Concert in Cranford

                                                                              Cheri Rogosky for The Leader and The Times
PREPARING A PERFORMANCE...The New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra (NJIO) is expanding into a full-sized symphony orchestra with
the inclusion of brass, woodwinds and tympani for its annual holiday
concert, “Mainly Mozart” on Sunday, December 12, at 3 p.m. in
Cranford High School. The program will feature one movement of
Mozart’s Symphony No. 40, Eine Kleine Nachtmusic and the world
premiere of composer, Mario Lombardo’s “Elegy” for solo Viola and
String Orchestra. The violist will be conductor Lorraine Marks and
Mr. Lombardo will be guest conductor for the performance. Pictured,
above, are: Ms. Marks and Mr. Lombardo.

CRANFORD – This year, the
New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra (NJIO) is expanding into a
full-sized symphony orchestra with
the inclusion of brass, woodwinds
and tympani for it’s annual holi-
day concert, “Mainly Mozart” on
Sunday, December 12, at 3 p.m. in
Cranford High School.

The program will feature one
movement of Mozart’s Symphony
No. 40, Eine Kleine Nachtmusic
and the world premiere of com-
poser, Mario Lombardo’s “Elegy”
for solo Viola and String Orches-
tra. The violist will be conductor
Lorraine Marks and Mr. Lombardo
will be guest conductor for the
performance.

“Elegy” was written for the NJIO
from a HEART Grant awarded to

the orchestra from the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Nicholas P. Scutari, Chair-
man.

Other selections for the concert
include Leopold Mozart’s “Toy
Symphony,” Mr. Lombardo’s “Win-
ter Frolic” written for string or-
chestra, flutes, oboe, clarinet and
percussion, from Handel’s Mes-
siah, “He Shall Feed His Flock,”
Mozart’s “Dona Nobis Pacem,” and
a sing-a-long to close the pro-
gram.

Admission is free and large print
programs are available.

For additional information on
the NJIO, please call (908) 709-
0084, visit www.bobdevlin.com/
orches.html or e-mail
NJIOrch@aol.com.

Soprano Carol Bayard Slates
Performance with Glee Club

WESTFIELD – Carol Bayard,
soprano, will sing the Special Art-
ist portions of Westfield Glee Club
Winter Concerts slated for Satur-
day, December 11, at 8 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
on Sunday, December 12, at 4 p.m.
at the First Congregational Church.

Ms. Bayard will sing two arias

and favorite traditional songs.
She began her professional ca-

reer as a singer with the Lake George
Opera Festival where she performed
every soprano role in that summer
season. Ms. Bayard has been in-
volved with the New York City
Opera Company and has performed
at Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln Center
and several other venues.

A Maplewood resident, she has
a private voice studio and she
performs with her husband, Tho-
mas Booth. She taught voice at
the Paper Mill Playhouse Con-
servatory and will return to that
position in 1999. She is also work-
ing on a short book on singing.

Carol Bayard

Toy Story 2
Play It Again, Disney

4 popcorns

If it’s really true that the sequel is
never equal, then Toy Story 2 is the
stupendous exception that proves
the rule. No follow-up since God-
father II, a second installment we
couldn’t refuse, has done better
justice to its motion picture prede-
cessor.

In this spectacular combination
of cutting edge animation and sim-
plicity of story, something we’ve
suspected ever since childhood is
again proven to be so: Our toys
live! And what’s more, they live for
us.

Whether grownup or moppet,
never again will you discard your
toys without mulling the moral
consequences of your actions. The
second coming of director John
Lasseter’s wonderful fantasy about
a little boy and his toys is indeed
sprinkled with magic movie dust.
Prepare to enjoy.

In this issue, megalomaniac toy
collector Al McWhiggin (a villain-
ously smarmy Wayne Knight) has
designs of kidnapping cowboy doll
Woody (Tom Hanks) from Andy
(John Morris) and selling him to a
toy museum in Japan.

It seems that owing to the west-
ern action figure’s kiddy show
stardom on “Roundup” back in the
1950s, he is now the object of high
kitsch; acquiring him will give the
toy world’s answer to Sydney
Greenstreet the matched set he
needs for his money-grubbing
scheme. He already has Stinky
Pete the Prospector (Kelsey
Grammer), Jessie the Singing Cow-
girl (Joan Cusack), and Bullseye,
Woody’s rambunctious but trusty
steed.

The tongue-in-cheek satire of
children’s shows and their mer-
chandising tie-ins is refreshingly
self-effacing, and not in the least
disingenuous even in light of the
veritable fortune that will be
made selling graven images of
Woody and his brave pals. It only
figures.

Adding to the glib irony, it’s this
plastic bunch led by heroic space-
man Buzz Lightyear (Tim Allen)
who battle the heinous profiteer
in order to rescue Woody. The
astute voice characterizations sub-
mitted by a superb cast breathe
both hilarity and enamoring dra-
matic filigree into the remarkably
simple plot.

There’s Hamm the piggy bank,
voiced by John Ratzenberger (Cliff
the mail carrier of “Cheers” fame);
Don Rickles as Mr. Potato Head,
whose Mrs. Potato Head wife
(Estelle Harris) packs his “angry
eyes” when he leaves for the cru-
sade; Wallace Shawn as Rex the

dinosaur, and Jim Varney as Slinky
Dog.

Finer human beings trapped in
the polyvinyl bodies of toys this
world has never known. Their
quips are priceless.

The wonderfully involving tale
doesn’t self-consciously pander to
the viewer; there is no awkward
malarkey about reaching audiences
on “more than one level.” Quite
naturally, Toy Story 2 plays on that
most important of all levels — the
one that’s labeled, “Children of All
Ages.”

Like its genuinely warmhearted
humor, all the film’s joys, hopes,
and fears are universal. Adults
whose children don’t want to see
this movie again, at least not just
yet, might find themselves volun-
teering to take nieces, nephews
and neighbor kids.

Of course leave it to Tom Hanks
to stand out in any situation. Even
when you can’t see him. Continu-
ing his Midas Touch ways with just
the right quality of intonation,
exclamation and resonance, it is
apparent that Mr. Hanks is not
merely the voice of his computer
generated protagonist, but his very
soul.

The convincing verbalizations
make for a delightful suspension
of disbelief, which in turn gives
the film a credible platform from
which to launch its primary par-
able and a host of winsomely
supporting metaphors.

Eventually faced with a tragic
dilemma, Woody isn’t sure if he
wants to be rescued after all. Ide-
ally, the cowpoke dreamily opines,
a toy only comes alive when he’s
being loved by the little kid who
owns him. But then the prospect
of being adored for eternity at the
museum has its allure, too.

So what will it be? Immortality or
a short but glorious life?

Fellow “Roundup” cohort Jessie,
still scarred from when she was
abandoned by the little girl who
outgrew her, jealously warns
Woody that the day awaits when
he’ll also be shelved; his remain-
ing time with Andy would thus be
limited. In other words, is it better
to have loved and lost than to have
never loved at all?

Other philosophical questions
abound, happily posited amidst
the colorful jumble of events as
Woody’s toy chest compatriots
fight the good fight under the
banners of friendship, duty and
honor.

Aside from all the fun it un-
leashes, Toy Story 2 imparts life
lessons, and gives children a pre-
view glimpse into the responsibili-
ties of adulthood.

For grownups, it is heartwarm-
ing, devilishly satirical, and above
all nostalgic. We are indulgently
reminded of what can be learned
by watching a child at play. For
how he behaves is often a good
indication of how he will treat his
fellow human beings when he
grows up.

And who knows. Maybe, just
maybe, if he treats his toys with
respect, they will come back one
day as a loving family and good
friends. Gosh....I know it worked
for me.

*  *  *  *  *
Toy Story 2, rated G, is a Walt

Disney Pictures and Pixar Anima-
tion Studios release directed by
John Lasseter and stars the voices
of Tom Hanks, Joan Cusack and
Tim Allen. Running time: 92 min-
utes.

Festival Chorus Plans
‘Christmas in England’

WESTFIELD — The Festival Cho-
rus of the First Congregational

Church of Westfield will
present a program of
Christmas music en-
titled, “Christmas in En-
gland” during their Sun-
day morning worship
service at 10 a.m. on
December 12.

The chorus will per-
form anthems by Brit-

ish composers John
Rutter, David Willcocks,

Gustav Holst, Reginald
Jacques and Martin Shaw, and hymns
and other service music will also be
by British composers.

The program will be under the
direction of Dr. Barbara Thomson,
the church’s Director of Music, and
will also feature soprano soloist
Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, the
1999 Westfield Men’s Glee Club
scholarship winner.

Visitors are invited to attend.

Deadline Notice:
All press releases must be
in the office on Fridays by

4 p.m. to be considered
for the next issue. THERE

ARE NO EXCEPTIONS. E-mail:
michelle@goleader.com,

Fax: (908) 232-0473.
Please address to Arts &

Entertainment Editor:
Michelle H. LePoidevin

ally designed individual spoons to
give to members of the retiring
faculty at Kean.

Three separate designs were for-
mulated by Mr. Goodwin when
crafting a series of originally or-
nate chopsticks. Each year, he also
designs a series of sterling bells, as
well as candle snuffs. Each of
these pieces are works of art wor-
thy of display and treasure.

Ms. Goodwin, who was an art
instructor for a few years, noted
that engaged couples will often
walk through the door at Beauti-
ful Things seeking out her
husband’s advice and design ex-
pertise in crafting their non-tradi-
tional wedding bands.

Continuously searching for
“natural images” in a stone or
other ingredient, Mr. Goodwin
revealed, “It is important to be led
by the materials.” He said that
when crafting jewelry, he believes
there must be a “reliance upon
your own senses, flexibility in the
ways to approach designing,” and
a method of “simplicity.”

When asked what principles
and guidelines he would stress to
his students regarding the world
of jewelry design, Mr. Goodwin
confided that it is important for
an artisan to be him or herself,
have integrity in their ideas and
an honesty to the material and to
their development of ideas.

“Designing is an organic pro-
cess,” he added. “You should al-
low your ideas to lead you. The
consequences are then dynamic.”

During his fruitful career, Mr.
Goodwin conjured up and de-
signed several mythical beasts,
which he turned into chess pieces
for a highly-unique chess set for
the Newark Museum.

Mr. Goodwin is also a member
of the Society of North American
Goldsmiths, the premier organi-
zation for studio jewelers.

With over 400 craftsman con-
tributing to the treasure box of
quality craft items available at
Beautiful Things, it is especially
difficult to pass up one of the
ethereal, sparkling handblown
glass ornaments that draws you
into the shop.

Surrendering to the beauty of
one ornament swirled with reds
and oranges, Ms. Goodwin care-
fully clipped my ornament of
choice from the ceiling and started
to wrap it in a box. While ringing
up the purchase, Mr. Goodwin
continued to adorn the box with
red and green ribbon.

The successful husband and
wife team of Mr. and Mrs.
Goodwin have turned Beautiful
Things into a virtual Utopia, of-
fering quality craftsmanship, origi-
nal artistry and friendship to ev-
ery client.

ago on December 8?
The name John Lennon has be-

come a mantra for contemporary
rock and rollers who almost reli-
giously cite the radical and rebel-
lious musician as their strongest
influence and icon.

Lennon certainly contributed an
invaluable thread to the multi-
textured and brilliantly colored
tapestry that has comprised Ameri-
can music during this millennium.
He was also an avant-garde artist,
political activist and author.

Lennon’s demise, which stunned
and paralyzed the world, once com-
pelled Bruce Springsteen to con-
fide, “If it wasn’t for John Lennon a
lot of us would be some place much
different. It’s hard to come out here
and play tonight, but there’s noth-
ing else to do.”

Lennon made no secret of his
carefree and flamboyant nature.
He tasted the flavors of the world
and invented some of his own
for others to try. These “flavors”
took American music beyond the
beloved Elvis Presley era when
he hit U.S. soil with Paul
McCartney, Ringo Starr and
George Harrison, better known
as The Beatles. Some Americans
weren’t ready for the music world
to be turned upside down with
this new brand of rock.

But Lennon rocked beyond rea-
son, intimidating even Presley him-
self who watched the seas of
screaming women who used to
run after him converting to the
brewing religion that was the legacy
of Lennon.

Historians have called Lennon
an American hero despite his En-
glish heritage. After he was assas-
sinated by Mark David Chapman,
many Americans asserted that
when Lennon was gunned down,
it seemed like a piece of Ameri-
can history was wiped out that
cold winter night. Some took his
death just as hard as President
Kennedy’s and the plane crash
that took the lives of Buddy Holly
and Richie Valens.

Lennon once asked us all to
imagine some very unimaginable
instances in one of his final songs,
“Imagine.” “Imagine there’s no
heaven…imagine there’s no coun-
try,” he crooned. What would
American music be without the
boundless imagination and child-
like spirit of Lennon and his mu-
sic?

On his anniversary, mourners
will continue to gather at Straw-
berry Fields in Central Park to
illuminate small votive candles and
leave behind scraps of paper
scrawled with some of Lennon’s
most time-treasured lyrics and
words of woe and remembrance.

We should take some time out
to recall the memory of the man
who encouraged us to “give peace
a chance,” imagine the unimagin-
able and take the mundane and
shake things up.

Lennon gave the world the abil-
ity to see in technicolor, while
most were just too comfortable
looking through gray glasses.

Celebrating Our
10th Anniversary

www.briannasrestaurant.com

� �Excellent �
 -1998-2000 Zagats Restaurant Survey

� �One of NJ�s Best Kept Secret �
 - New Jersey Monthly

� �Wonderful Pasta �
 - New York Times

�  ✰✰✰
 - Star Ledger

• Authentic Italian Cuisine
• Exciting Regional Specialties

• Private Rooms for Every Occasion

Italian Restaurant
1595 East Second Street • Scotch Plains • 322-9050

Tuesdays to Saturday 5pm-10pm • Sundays 4pm-8pm

Open for Lunch Thru December 12 to 2:30

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL


