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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WYACT
The Westfield Young Actor's Cooperative Theatre

In response to the enormous success of 
and  at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center

and  in the Kean University Arts Incubator Festival 

drama/tap
musical theatre

- Artistic Director of WYACT
- Stage Director: "Carousel,"
  "The Threepenny Opera," 
   & "Oliver!" 

Cynthia Meryl

improvisation/movement
costuming/lighting/ set design

with Debra Reed
- Costuming for Paper Mill Playhouse
- Costume Designer for WYACT's productions 
  of "Oliver!" and "Carousel"
- Chief Electrician for NY Shakespeare Festival

Pictured above in the Broadway
Production of "Nine"

Professional
Classes

in the
Performing Arts

Is Proud To Now Offer jazz/modern dance

- dance instructor for NJPAC
- performer and choreographer 
  for Danceworks Dance Co.

photo by
Andre Constantine

Irazema Rivera
REGISTRATION

Centennial High School
(formerly Lincoln School)

728 Westfield Avenue, Westfield

  

$5off
with this
coupon

For More 
Information Call

(908)233-3200

Tuesday, 8/31/99 
Wednesday, 9/1/99 

Thursday, 9/2/99
12pm - 8pm each day

beginners' acting

-  in "Threepenny Opera" 
-  in "Carousel" 
-  in  "Oliver!"

Richard McNanna

photo by
Jeremiah Bean

- American Repertory Ballet Company
- Oberlin Dance Company
- Garden State Ballet Youth Theatre Co. 
- Principal dancer for WYACT

ballet

Dina Jo Sison

photo by
Jeremiah Bean

Sewerage Authority Continues
Efforts to Solve I&I Problems
WOODBRIDGE – Most of the re-

gion is high and dry, but the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority remains
“knee deep,” so to speak, in the midst
of an ongoing project to solve Infil-
tration and Inflow (I&I) problems
which have affected its participating
municipalities.

Commissioner Brian P. O’Donnell,
Chairman of the Authority’s Engi-
neering Committee, defines I&I as
“extraneous water, brought about by
wet weather conditions, that enters
into the sanitary sewer as a result of
leaking joints, cross connections with

storm water facilities, roof leaders
and sump pumps that results in the
reduction in capacity of the sewer
and the Authority’s treatment facil-
ity that treats wastewater.”

The Authority, created in the early
1920s as an autonomous agency, cur-
rently owns and operates a 40 MGD
(Million Gallons per Day) wastewa-
ter treatment facility located in
Woodbridge. Serving over 300,000
residents and 3,500 industrial and
commercial customers within 11
municipalities, it is dedicated to pro-
moting environmentally sound wa-
ter flow.

Last spring, the Authority put into
motion efforts to effect long-term
remediation of ongoing I&I prob-
lems, which have often times been
compounded by the fact that many of
the area’s sewer systems were built
over 70 years ago and are in need of
rehabilitation.

“The current drought crisis is tem-
porary,” commented Authority Chair-
man Allen Chin. “Although it does
afford us the opportunity to continue
measures to alleviate the area’s I&I
problems,” he continued, “when the
rains return, and they will return,
they will, of course, bring with them
the I&I problems.”

“For now, the drought allows us to
establish baseline flows as a point of
comparison,” he added.

Commissioner O’Donnell pointed
out that so far, municipalities such as
Scotch Plains, Clark, Winfield,
Westfield, Kenilworth, Mountainside
and Springfield have put into effect
the elimination or rerouting of sump
pump discharge from their sewer
systems and have taken measures
towards repairing the aging systems.

The townships of Cranford and
Woodbridge have launched aggres-
sive rehabilitation campaigns, with
Woodbridge implementing a $5 mil-
lion I&I reduction and sewer rehab
program.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STOP! IN THE NAME OF LOVE FOR CLASSIC CARS…Don’t fret! It is highly probable that this classic 1935 black
Ford Tudor Sedan will not be able to corral you in a high-speed chase; however, it did capture attention at the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and Downtown Westfield Corporation Classic Car Show on August 24. The car is owned by
Bob Palka of Rahway who discovered it in a field in upstate New York and paid $160 for it.

Union County Committee Formed to Explore
Creation of Open Space Tax Referendum

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — On the heels of
the unveiling of a 10-year, $46 mil-
lion plan to upgrade Union County’s
parks and recreational facilities,
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Nicholas P. Scutari this week ap-
pointed a bipartisan ad hoc commit-
tee to study the placement of a refer-
endum for an open space tax on the
election ballot in the year 2000.

Such a tax, if approved by voters,
would be included in property taxes,
in addition to taxes that are funneled
to the public schools, county and
municipalities.

Freeholder Scutari has asked the
five-member committee to examine
information on an open space tax, to
survey other counties that have cre-
ated such trust funds, to assess the
impact such a tax would have on
homeowners in each of the county’s
21 municipalities and to conduct an
informal survey of the governing
bodies of these towns.

Steve Jandoli of Cranford, a Prin-
cipal Planner with the state’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s
Green Acres Program, told the board
in June that an open space tax of 1
cent per $100 of assessed valuation at
the county level could generate up to
$3.2 million dedicated specifically
for parks, fields and recreational fa-
cilities.

Union County is one of only five of
the state’s 21 counties that does not
have a tax dedicated to preserving
open space.

Scotch Plains voters will see a bind-
ing referendum on the ballot this
November which, if approved, will
initiate a tax of 2 cents per $100 of
assessed valuation to create an Open
Space Trust Fund.

According to an ordinance adopted
by the Township Council, the Fund
would be used for “acquiring, devel-
oping, maintaining and administer-
ing land for preservation as open
space” in order to protect drinking
water sources or provide recreation
areas, or to assist in acquiring these
resources. The Fund would also be
used for the administration of pro-
grams related to these projects which
serve the township.

County and municipal govern-

ments are permitted to establish open
space taxes for open space and farm-
land preservation, park and recre-
ation development and maintenance,
historic preservation and payment of
debt service on debt incurred for open
space and recreation purposes, ac-
cording to Mr. Jandoli.

Freeholder Scutari said he has in-
structed the committee to report back
to the board by the end of 1999 in
order to give the freeholders ample
time to act if they so choose.

Dr. Henry Ross, President of the
Union County Alliance, will serve as
Chairman of the ad hoc committee.
The Alliance is a group of leaders
representing the business commu-
nity, labor unions, academia and civil
groups. Created in 1993, the Alli-
ance has worked to create a long-
range vision to revitalize the county’s
economic base and overall quality of
life.

Also appointed to the committee
were Carl A. Salisbury, a First Ward
Councilman in Westfield; Ralph
Milteer, a former mayor in Hillside;
Henry Ogden, Summit Council Presi-
dent and Elizabeth Brody, an attor-
ney from Roselle.

“In a time when we are all con-
cerned about taxes, I think it is im-
portant that we hear what the people
of Union County have to say on this
issue,” said Freeholder Linda d.
Stender, who is Chairwoman of the
board’s Economic Development
Committee.

Over the past few years, the board
has appropriated funds for projects
aimed at upgrading playgrounds and
parks throughout the county as part
of its Project Pocket Park matching
grant program, now in its second
year. The program provides grants of
up to $100,000 for towns to renovate

existing parks and fields or to fund
the creation of new open space for
park land.

The latter was done this year when
the county officially became the owner
of a large vacant parcel of land across
the street from Kean University in
Union, which has been added to the
county’s parks system.

Last year, $1.7 million was distrib-
uted to towns through the Pocket
Parks program, with another $1.5

RESOLVE Elects
New Slate of Officers
SCOTCH PLAINS — RESOLVE

Community Counseling Center, Inc.,
a non-profit mental health agency
serving Union County and surround-
ing areas, recently elected its offic-
ers for 1999-2000.

The officers include President,
Rebecca O’Connor; Vice President,
Michael Walch; Secretary, Mary
Jane Rubino and Treasurer, Carol
Kraus.

“With a combined total of well
over 25 years of volunteer leader-
ship, these officers will surely lead
RESOLVE and its Board of Direc-
tors in a continued commitment to
providing crisis intervention ser-
vices to children and adolescents in
our schools, as well as people from
all social and economic levels,” said
Past President Judith Dillon.

“The board joins me in congratu-
lating these newly-elected officers
for assuming the responsibilities and
challenges for the coming year,” she
added.

RESOLVE is celebrating its 25th
anniversary of providing affordable
counseling, advocacy and educa-
tional programs for children, ado-
lescents and adults, both individu-
ally and in groups.

RESOLVE Community Counsel-
ing Center is located on Front Street
in Scotch Plains and may be reached
at (908) 322-9180.

million slated to be dispersed this
year.

Officials said the program has re-
sulted in over $6 million in county-
wide improvements, some of which
are still in the planning stages.

The county grants were matched
dollar-to-dollar by each of the par-
ticipating towns.

Not including the Kean property,
Union County has 5,574 acres in its
parks system and 26 parks.

Swim Program Offered
By Union County

For Disabled Individuals
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced a free, recreational
swimming program for individuals
with disabilities.

The sessions, which are co-spon-
sored by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, will be held at the YMCA,
located at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The program will begin on Tuesday,
September 14, and will run each Tues-
day evening from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
through December 21. There is no
pre-registration for this activity; par-
ticipants will just be asked to sign in at
the front desk upon arrival.

People requiring assistance either
in the water or the locker room must
make their own arrangements for an
aide. (Individuals providing assistance
will be admitted free of charge.)

Organizations are limited to five
people each week, and must provide a
chaperone in the water and each locker
room if the group is co-ed. The pool is
equipped with a hoyer lift.

For information, please call the
Union County Division of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4900.
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