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Fanwood Council Gives Green Light to LOSAP Ordinance;
Various Phases of Work Underway at Pocket Park Site

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Addressing a varied agenda at its
regular meeting last Thursday,
Fanwood�s governing body adopted
two ordinances on second reading,
approved several resolutions and re-
ceived an update on the pocket park
currently being developed on Watson
Road.

Elected officials gave the green
light to a salary ordinance for the
police department, as well as an ordi-
nance endorsing the creation of a
Length of Service Award Program

(LOSAP) for volunteers with the
Fanwood Fire Department and the
rescue squad.

The initiative, which calls for each
qualified volunteer to receive $500
annually in deferred pension ben-
efits, must still be approved by voters
through a ballot question during the
Tuesday, November 2, General Elec-
tion. Council members had to pass
their ordinance before tomorrow,
August 20, in order for the LOSAP
proposal to be included on the ballot.

Resolutions were passed by the
governing body accepting bids for a
new fire truck and a new emergency
generator for the rescue squad. The
fire truck bid of $246,369 was re-
ceived from Smeal Fire Apparatus in
Snyder, Nebraska, while the genera-

tor bid of $10,975 came from
Sockwell Electric in Bridgewater.

Other resolutions included accep-
tance of a bid of $74,985 for the
purchase of a dump truck from Mid
Atlantic Truck Center, Inc. in Lin-
den, and the awarding of a contract
for a fire suppression system for the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter on Watson Road, formerly known
as the Carriage House. The contract,
in the amount of $10,280, was
awarded to All-Out Fire Protection
Company in Bridgewater.

In his report as Chairman of the
council�s Public Works Committee,
Councilman Louis C. Jung updated
his colleagues on the pocket park
project. The site, located opposite the
Borough Hall complex, will be a

passive park and feature cultural arts
programs.

He revealed that 450 feet of storm
sewer lines and seven catch basins
have already been installed on the
property, along with a retaining wall
in the northwest corner. Rough grad-
ing has also been completed, he said.

The next phase, to take place dur-
ing the remainder of this month, will
include the addition of fencing and
provisions for underground water and
electrical service, Councilman Jung
noted. He said final grading, curbing
and plantings will follow.

On a separate matter, Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly refuted a let-
ter to the editor from John Gurley, the
Vice President of the Fanwood Re-
publican Club, which appeared in

the July 22 edition of The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

In his letter, Mr. Gurley claimed
Fanwood received less than its fair
share of $5 million in county grant
money which was distributed among
14 municipalities. The borough was
awarded $300,000 in Department of
Economic Development funds.

Mayor Connelly said Fanwood,
which comprises 1.4 percent of the
county�s population, actually �did
very well.� She explained that the
borough received 6 percent of the
county pie, which equaled $42 per
resident � a higher amount than the
per person rate for either Scotch Plains
or Westfield.

Later in the meeting, Borough At-

SP Council Okays
Elected Mayor Bid
As Ballot Question

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Despite some unanswered ques-
tions from residents and criticism
from the two Republican members,
the Scotch Plains Township Council
voted 3-2 on Tuesday night to ap-
prove a proposition for the Novem-
ber ballot which, if approved, would
amend the Township Charter to pro-
vide for a directly-elected Mayor for
a four-year term.

Currently, the Mayor is appointed
by the council.

The first Mayoral election would
take place in November of 2000, with
the elected Mayor�s seat replacing
one of the two council seats that
expire at the end of  next year and that
currently are held by Republicans
William F. McClintock, Jr. and Mar-
tin Marks.

An elected Mayor would have no
additional powers or authority, with
the present Council-Manager form
of government remaining intact.

For more than an hour prior to its
vote, the council listened to public
comments on the issue, most of them
criticisms of the way the matter has
been handled by Democratic Mayor
Geri M. Samuel, along with ques-
tions about the specifics involved in
having a directly-elected Mayor.

Some residents agreed with the
Republicans on Tuesday night that
the referendum was a power grab by
the Democrats. If Mayor Samuel,
whose current term ends in late 2002,
runs for the elected Mayor�s post
next year and wins, she would have

to resign her present council seat
prior to assuming the mayoralty in
January of 2001.

Then, the Township Democratic
Committee would appoint a member
of their party to fill Mrs. Samuel�s
unexpired and vacant council seat.

There was also a fresh round of
criticism of the Mayor�s appointment
earlier this year of her husband, Ri-
chard Samuel, to the seven-member
committee that studied the matter of
changing the Township Charter to
provide for a directly-elected Mayor.

Former Republican Mayor Gabe
Spera, saying it was important to
avoid any appearance of impropriety
in government, said the Mayor�s
husband should not have been ap-
pointed. Another resident brought
up the possibility of an elected Mayor
of one political party serving with a
council controlled by the opposition
party, and wondered if such a sce-
nario would lead to prolonged gov-
ernmental gridlock.

Former Republican Mayor Joan
Papen, cautioning that being Mayor
is a very time-consuming position,
said it is �asking a lot of a person to
give four years to do this.�

John Appezzato, a Democratic
member of the committee that looked
into this matter, said he would have
advised against the appointment of
the Mayor�s husband because it
�opened the Mayor up to attack.� But
he stated that Mr. Samuel�s role and
function on the panel �did not cloud
or affect our judgment.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Master Gardeners, Farmer Share Tips
On Plant Survival During Summer Drought

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

As the drought lags on, with the
forecast calling for no significant
rainfall, homeowners may be won-
dering if there�s anything that can be
done to salvage their weary plants.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood recently spoke to several
Master Gardeners and a local farmer
to find out how they are fairing and
what, if anything, can be done to save
parched shrubs, trees and other plants.

�The good news is, the trees and
shrubs that are wilting may not be a
total loss,� according to Master Gar-
dener Eleanore Gural, of the Rutger�s
Cooperative Extension Garden
Hotline located in Westfield�s Mu-
nicipal Building.

�Deciduous trees protect them-
selves during droughts by dropping
their leaves,� Ms. Gural explained.
�They are only going dormant, and
not necessarily dying,� she added.

The way to tell if a tree or shrub is
actually dying or has just gone dor-
mant is to break off a small branch or
cut away some of the bark, Ms. Gural
stated. If the pulp underneath is still
bright green, then the plant is just
dormant. On the other hand, if many
of its branches are crispy and dry, it
may be dying.

�Trees that have gone dormant may
survive very nicely, or they may be so
stressed that they become diseased
next year,� she added.

Ms. Gural explained that large
plants, such as bushes and shrubs,
need to be watered approximately
nine inches deep.

�You can check the ground near
the roots by digging nine inches down,
to see if your watering is deep
enough,� Ms. Gural suggested. �How-
ever, with the current water restric-
tions in place, using buckets or hand-
held hoses with nozzles, you cannot
achieve the kind of saturation that
most plants need. Just let the plants
go dormant, and hope it comes back
to life after a few good rainfalls,� she
stated.

Scotch Plains resident and Master
Gardener Stephen Schoeman has
been growing a wide array of flow-
ers, vegetables, fruit trees and berry
bushes for many years in his yard on
Inverness Drive. A Master Gardener

certification is given following a year-
long course given by the Rutger�s
Cooperative Extension, and taught
by experts in the fields of gardening
and botany.

�This is the worst growing season
ever,� Mr. Schoeman stated, �espe-
cially for shallow-rooted plants such
as impatiens and rhododendrons. The
flip side of this is that the tomatoes
are much sweeter because of the lack CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

of rainfall, and there are very few
insects this year,� he added.

Corn, which is a big water guzzler,
according to Mr. Schoeman, is doing
terribly. Much of the corn is very
small in size.

�I could have saved many more
plants if I continued to water, but I
wanted to do my part in water conser-
vation,� he stated. �We don�t realize
how cheap and plentiful our water

supply is, until it�s gone,� Mr.
Schoeman said.

�We cannot predict the weather,�
Mr. Schoeman continued, �but we
know that our population and indus-
trial needs have exploded in size, and
our water supply hasn�t. We have to
keep conserving or our supply will
always be in constant jeopardy.�

Union County farmer Henry
Dreyer, Jr., who owns farms in
Cranford and Westfield, estimates
that he has lost 25 percent of his
crops due to the combined heat wave
and drought.

He currently grows tomatoes, pep-
pers, string beans and lettuce in the
summer and flowers in the fall, which
he sells out of the retail store at his
farm on Springfield Avenue. Al-
though his farms are irrigated by two
wells, a lake and city water, �there is
nothing like a good rainfall,� Mr.
Dreyer stated.

�When you water when it�s sunny,
you risk damaging the vegetables
with sun burn,� Mr. Dreyer explained.
He suggests watering at night, after
the sun has gone down, so as not to
sun burn the leaves and fruit.

�Our biggest problem has been
extra work in constantly moving the
irrigation pipes to make way for the
tractors,� Mr. Dreyer noted.

�The other major problem has been
the lack of bees to pollinate the plants,

U.C. Taxes Represent 18 Percent of Average
$5,600 Property Tax Bill in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor�s Note: The following is the
second of a three-part series on prop-
erty taxes in Scotch Plains. This
week�s installment focuses on the
Union County section of property
taxes.

*  *  *  *  *
Of the $5,597 in property taxes

that will be paid by the average Scotch
Plains homeowner this year, about
18 percent, or $1,056, will be ear-
marked for Union County govern-
ment services.

Of the three components of the
property tax � municipal govern-
ment services, the local public school
system and county government ser-
vices � the Union County portion is
the only one not to rise in 1999 for

Scotch Plains property taxpayers.
The reason, according to County

Manager Michael J. Lapolla, is that
�we have a very conservative fiscal
policy.� He told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that the county con-
tinues to maintain its �AAA� bond
ratings from Moody�s Investors Ser-
vice and Fitch Investors Service, with
the average payoff time for county
bonds being nine years.

This approach resulted, he said, in
Union County having a surplus of
about $41 million last year � its
largest ever � and nearly 10 times
the surplus level in 1990.

�The county is in good shape,� Mr.
Lapolla said.

The county�s share of the average
Scotch Plains property tax bill, which
is computed on an average assessed

home of $116,000, or about 50 per-
cent of the estimated market value, is
the smallest of the three components.

The township�s last valuation, ac-
cording to Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins, was done in 1984.
Nearly two-thirds, or $3,816 of this
year�s average tax bill, will go to-
wards educational purposes, while
19 percent, or $1,125, will pay for
municipal government services. The
tax rate for county residents will drop
from $0.4712 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value to $0.4652 this year.

Since 1994, the amount of revenue
raised through taxation to support
county government has increased just
1.5 percent.

Mr. Lapolla said the county budget
for this year is about $285.6 million,
slightly more than one percent higher

than 1998�s $282.2 million level.
Just over half of the budget � 52.6
percent � is funded through local
property taxes.

This level dropped from 53.25
percent in 1998. Since 1990, reli-
ance on property taxes to fund county
government has dropped more than
22 percent, county officials said.

The County Manager made it a
point to stress that the county does
not set local property tax rates in any
way; those levels are calculated by
the state.

The remaining $135 million in the
1999 budget comes from various state
and federal aid programs that fund,
among other things, positions in the
Union County Division of Social
Services; investments that result in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
TOUGH ON THE CROPS...Union County farmer Henry Dreyer, Jr., who owns
farms in Westfield and Cranford, including the one pictured here on Springfield
Avenue, estimates that he has lost 25 percent of his crops due to the combined
heat wave and drought.
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Cheri Rogowski for The Times

A CLASSIC SHOW...Doug and Judy Jones of Fanwood stand next to these
automobiles displayed during last Thursday�s classic car show in Scotch
Plains.

Cheri Rogowski for The Times
WHAT A NEAT CAR...These two youngsters sit behind the wheel of one of
the many classic cars displayed during last week�s show in downtown Scotch
Plains.

Cheri Rogowski for The Times
DANCING TO THE BEAT...Jaime Gallagher of Syracuse, N.Y., and Ted Haleh
of Edison dance to the music of the Crescent City Maulers during last Thursday�s
concert on the Village Green in Scotch Plains.
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FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
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MONDAY, AUGUST 9
• The theft of checks totaling ap-

proximately $750 from a vehicle
parked overnight on Highlander
Drive was reported.

• A burglary to a storage unit be-
hind a Plainfield Avenue business
was reported, in which a power tool
and scaffolding valued at approxi-
mately $5,000 was taken. The inci-
dent occurred during the weekend.

• A bicycle was reported stolen
from a Front Street residence.

• Rickey Sargent, 37, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with third
degree theft after a wallet containing
up to $1,100 was stolen at the Evan-
gel Church on Terrill Road. Wit-
nesses reported that the suspect in
the robbery fled north onto Terrill
Road on a bicycle. Authorities said
$820 was recovered in Sargent�s pos-
session.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
• A report was received of checks

totaling $685 which were forged
against an account at a bank on North
Avenue.

• A resident of the 300 block of
Cook Avenue reported the theft of
articles of clothing from the rear
yard.

• A resident of Nichol Avenue re-
ported being the victim of Identity
Theft after receiving credit card state-
ments via the mail with approxi-
mately $9,000 in unauthorized
charges.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11
• A burglary was reported at the

Metropolitan Baptist Church on
Jerusalem Road. Entry was gained
by forcing plywood from a construc-
tion opening in the building. Offices
in the building were entered and
office equipment and an undeter-
mined amount of cash were taken.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12
• Meredith Rotman, 29, of

Rumson was arrested and charged
with criminal trespass after being
observed in the locker room of a
Scotch Plains country club. Rotman
was in possession of locker keys,
according to police.

• Neal Rastetter, 19, of Westfield

and Tarum Joseph, 18, of Plainfield,
along with a 17-year-old male from
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with trespass and possession of alco-
hol underage. The three were located
inside the secured Public Works yard
on the roof of the building, according
to police.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13
• A Jersey Avenue resident re-

ported checks totaling approximately
$4,700 were cashed unauthorized
against his account from a North
Avenue bank.

• A representative of a gas sta-
tion on Route 22 reported a bur-
glary to the establishment�s service
hut. Cash, cigarettes and telephone
cards of unknown value were re-
ported stolen.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
• The theft of a pocketbook was

reported from a business in the 300
block of Park Avenue.

• Shelley Perry, 21, of Scotch
Plains was allegedly found to be in
possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana upon transport to the
Union County Jail. The suspect was
initially arrested on outstanding con-
tempt of court warrants, according to
police.

• Rondell Palmer, 20, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with bur-
glary for allegedly prying open a
window at a company located on East
Second Street to gain entry.

• Venacio Duque, 22, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct after officers re-
sponded to a disturbance call on
Rhoda Place.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
• A 1986 Suzuki motorcycle was

reported stolen from a driveway in
the 1200 block of Terrill Road.

• A burglary was reported at a
Lenape Way residence. Entry was
apparently gained through a ground
floor window. Cash and electronic
equipment was reported missing.

• A backpack containing change
and personal effects from one vehicle
and a cellular telephone from an-
other vehicle parked overnight on
Church Street were reported stolen.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

torney Dennis Estis said he planned
to contact Union County officials to
determine whether a policy exists stat-
ing that the county is not responsible
for maintaining curbs on county roads
which traverse local towns, and if so,
to seek justification for such a posi-
tion. He said he found it difficult to
understand such a position, since curb-
ing on these roads is in the county
right of way. Councilman Jung rec-
ommended that Mr. Estis� inquiry also
address sidewalks on county roads.

During the public comment section
of the meeting, Fanwood Rescue
Squad Captain Jeff Downing thanked
the Mayor and council for supporting
a LOSAP for Fanwood, and for ac-
cepting the bids for both the emer-
gency generator and the fire truck.

Emphasizing the importance of
having such equipment at hand, Cap-
tain Downing noted that the Fanwood
rescue squad was without power for
five days following the violent Labor
Day storm which swept through the
region last September.

On a different topic, Jenny Wagner
of North Martine Avenue said she
appreciated that former Fanwood Re-
publican Councilman Andrew J.
MacDonald was at the meeting, and
mentioned a statement made by Mr.
MacDonald at the council�s July 15
regular session concerning the state
and county funds recently awarded to
Fanwood.

Arguing that grant money comes
with �strings attached,� Mr.
MacDonald told governing body
members last month that he would

rather see surplus funds returned to
residents as a property tax reduction.

Ms. Wagner highlighted a section
of Mr. Gurley�s letter to the editor �
the same one referenced to by Mayor
Connelly earlier in the meeting � in
which he said Mr. MacDonald and
Mr. Jung had pursued grants for the
borough during their respective turns
as Chairman of the council�s Admin-
istration and Finance Committee.

She remarked that, if there are
strings attached to grant money, then
this would apply to all such funds,
including those sought by Mr.
MacDonald years earlier. The former
councilman offered no response to
Ms. Wagner�s comments.

Earlier in the meeting, the Mayor
and council welcomed Andy
Baldasarre, who was recently hired as
a member of the Fanwood Depart-
ment of Public Works. He was for-
mally introduced to those in atten-
dance last week by Fanwood Public
Works Director Raymond Manfra.

In addition, Linda Chieffo was ap-
pointed as the borough�s Acting Court
Administrator. She served in that ca-
pacity from August 8 to 17, while
Municipal Court Administrator Mary
Ann Corcoran was on vacation.

Proclamations were issued ac-
knowledging Thursday, August 26,
as Women�s Equality Day, and Friday,
September 17, as POW/MIA Remem-
brance Day. Women�s Equality Day
will coincide with the 79th anniver-
sary of the 19th Amendment granting
women�s suffrage. As part of the POW/
MIA observance, Fanwood�s Fire De-
partment and rescue squad have been
asked to sound their sirens at noon on
that day.

Rounding out the commendations
were resolutions congratulating the
Clark Fire Department on its 75th
anniversary this year, and in support
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Minis-
terial Association�s CROP Walk
planned for Sunday, October 17, to
fight hunger.

Fanwood Council Gives
Green Light to LOSAP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council Okays
Mayor Ballot Question

SCOTCH PLAINS
Joe M. Bonaccorso to Anthony H. and

Jami Pawelec, 422 Evergreen Boule-
vard, $195,500.

Gregory W. Howell to Domenico and
Barbara Mastroianni, 5 Marion Lane,
$390,000.

David B. Marcrander to Ilija and Nancy
Zeljkovic, 1285 Martine Avenue,
$335,000.
John S. Fink to Jeffrey K. and Mara
Van Etten, 4 Eaton Row, $595,000.

Experts Discuss Survival
Of Plants During Drought

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
• Police reported that the tires were

slashed on two bicycles that had been
left locked at the northside Fanwood
Train Station.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
• Money was reported stolen from

a wallet that had been left in a desk
drawer at a South Avenue service
station, according to police. There
are no suspects in the case.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
• A Ford pickup truck was stolen

from a secured, fenced-in area at a
South Avenue service station, po-
lice said. The incident resulted in
the destruction of the chainlink
fence and damage to the truck,
which was recovered the following
day in Newark. No one has been
charged in connection with the in-
cident.

Fanwood�s TV-35
Weekly Schedule

Thursday, August 19, 8:00 P.M.
FYI Fanwood �
         Mayor Connelly�s Show

Saturday, August 21, 8:00 P.M.
Labor Day Storm of 1998 and
the removal of bees from
LaGrande Park

Monday, August 23, 8:00 P.M.
Men of the aircraft carrier
Intrepid & Wasp

Wednesday, August 25, 8:00 P.M.
Re-broadcast of August 12
Council Meeting

Several residents, along with Coun-
cilmen McClintock and Marks, also
raised the issue of succession in the
event an elected Mayor was unable to
finish his or her term. Township
Attorney Andrew Baron, addressing
the council via speakerphone from
his vacation, was unable to provide
definitive answers to questions re-
garding mayoral succession, as well
as one about which council seat next
year will be designated for the may-
oralty.

Both Mr. McClintock and Mr.
Marks pointed out that if both of
them wanted to run for reelection to
the council in 2000, one of them
would have to bow out involuntarily,
since one of their seats would be
designated for Mayor.

Both Republicans criticized what
they felt was the haste with which the
ballot proposal was pushed through
the council by the Democrats. Mr.
Marks said �an elected Mayor is
fine,� but with no additional author-
ity for the office, �it�s a feel-good
position.�

Mr. McClintock also urged more
time to consider the matter, espe-
cially since Mr. Baron was unable to
answer several questions that were
raised.

Deputy Mayor Tarquin Bromley
said having a directly-elected Mayor
would avoid the present situation of
the council appointing one of its own
as Mayor for a one-year term, which
he likened to a beauty contest. He
added that a four-year term, rather
than a one-year stint, would make a
Mayor more accountable to voters,
because the Mayor would have a
longer period of time in which to
achieve goals.

In other matters, the council unani-
mously approved placing on the No-

vember ballot the proposition of es-
tablishing an open space trust fund.
The fund would be used for the ac-
quisition and development of open
space, primarily ball fields, in Scotch
Plains, to be funded by a tax of two
cents per $100 of assessed property
valuation.

Separately, the council rejected
two bids submitted for the project
to resurface the Hetfield Avenue
bridge. Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins said both bids �con-
siderably exceeded the budget for
the project.�

At the start of the meeting, David
Smith, a lifelong resident of Scotch
Plains, was sworn in as a township
police officer, with his sister and
brother at his side.

And, on the long-standing mat-
ter of the flock of birds in the Golf
Street-Wood Road neighborhood,
Jeffrey Downing, a Wood Road resi-
dent active in working with the
council on a solution, provided The
Times with a copy of a letter he
wrote earlier this month to the
Mayor and council, urging them to
approve a United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture proposal for
dispersing the birds.

 The plan involves a 10-day pyro-
technics effort to rout the thousands
of grackles, blackbirds and starlings
that have been roosting in the area
since early July.

Last month, the council voted
against a fogging effort to disperse
the flock, and Mr. Downing wrote
that �it is clear the problem will
continue without active involvement.
This public nuisance prevents
homeowners from using their prop-
erty.� He told The Times on Tuesday
night that he has yet to hear anything
from the Mayor or council.

Jean D. Ruland to Retire After
Distinguished Career in Courts

SCOTCH PLAINS � After a 24-
year career in municipal courts, Jean
D. Ruland, Court Administrator for
Summit and a resident of Scotch
Plains, will retire at the end of next
month.

Before coming to Summit in 1987,
she served eight years as Court Clerk
in New Providence, and four years as
Deputy Court Clerk in Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Ruland has served as Presi-
dent, First Vice President, Record-
ing Secretary and Treasurer of the
New Jersey Municipal Court Ad-
ministrators� Association.

She is a member of the
Association�s Executive Board and
serves on the Liaison Committee
between the Association and the New
Jersey Administrative Office of the
Courts, in Trenton. She founded and
was first President of the Union
County Court Administrators� Asso-
ciation.

Mrs. Ruland was among those
whose efforts led to the passage of
a 1992 New Jersey law that changed
the statutory title of Municipal
Court Clerk to Municipal Court
Administrator, in recognition of
the service provided by these pub-
lic servants.

She championed the cause for cer-
tifying court administrators who meet
the requirements set by the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court, and was one of
the first certified court administra-
tors in the state.

�The high standard of judicial ex-
cellence in the courts today is attrib-
uted to the personal dedication and
zeal of our court clerks, and these

Jean D. Ruland

traits are personalized in Summit�s
court clerk, Jean Ruland,� remarked
Summit�s Municipal Judge Edwin
M. Dotten, Jr., who swore Mrs.
Ruland in as President of the New

Jersey Court Administrators� Asso-
ciation in 1991.

Summit Municipal Court Judge
Donald P. Bogosian said Mrs. Ruland
�set the standard of excellence and
professionalism among court admin-
istrators in this state. She is a trea-
sure in the state judiciary and a shin-
ing star here in Summit.�

A retirement party in her honor
will be held on Thursday, September
16, at Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley
Heights. Individuals interested in
attending the party may call Deputy
Court Administrator Eileen O�Grady
at (908) 277-9414 to leave a mes-
sage.

County Taxes Represent
18 Percent of SP Bills

larger surpluses which can then be
used in following years for budgetary
revenue, and grants, which, Mr.
Lapolla said, the county has been
�very successful� in obtaining in re-
cent years.

Close to half of the 1999 county
budget will go towards salaries for the
county�s 2,700 employees, a workforce
level that has remained basically static
for the past 15 years. Indeed, for 1999,
no new employment positions were
contained in the budget.

Other large pieces of the budget
pie include the county jail, Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, maintenance of the county�s
parks and activities of the Division
of Social Services.

Despite rumblings last year, the
state, in what would have been a
money-saving effort, did not effect a
takeover of the Union County
Prosecutor�s Office, which costs the
county about $12 million annually.
Such a move by the state would not

have been supported by Mr. Lapolla,
a former First Assistant Union County
Prosecutor, who deemed it important
for the office to continue to have
autonomy.

One of the county�s biggest em-
ployers, Merck & Company, is un-
dertaking a billion-dollar expansion
at its Rahway headquarters, Mr.
Lapolla said. He added that another
source of revenue, the 1.3 million-
square-foot Jersey Gardens Mall, lo-
cated at New Jersey Turnpike Exit
13A in Elizabeth, is set to open its
doors in late October.

Other large employers in Union
County include Schering Plough in
Kenilworth and Union, Ciba-Geigy
in Summit, and AT&T in New Provi-
dence.

Among the large county projects
set for this year, according to Mr.
Lapolla, are construction of the new
$15 million Union County Police
headquarters and forensic lab on
North Avenue in Westfield.

The Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is Easy

GrGrGrGrGraduates mayaduates mayaduates mayaduates mayaduates may
be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,
 but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t
havhavhavhavhave to leave to leave to leave to leave to leaveeeee
home behind.home behind.home behind.home behind.home behind.

  The Times of Scotch Plains/Fanwood        The Westfield Leader

Send $16 per year (September thru May) to
 PO Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or call (908) 232-4407

Name

Address

Town

Phone

State Zip

Please Start A College Subscription to

MAKES A GREAMAKES A GREAMAKES A GREAMAKES A GREAMAKES A GREAT GIFT!!T GIFT!!T GIFT!!T GIFT!!T GIFT!!

due to the extreme heat,� he ex-
plained. �Without pollination, there
is a big reduction in the fruitage of
vegetables and flowers. The bees are
just like people; they don�t want to
work in the heat.�

He surmises that the fall pollina-
tion will improve as the bees enjoy
more moderate weather.

Ms. Gural said that during some
years, the Garden Hotline receives
calls due to an over abundance of
rainfall, which leads to fungus and
insect problems.

�People bring in samples of dis-
eased or dying plants, and we will
send them to our experts, who can
identify the problem and solution,�
she said.

This year, most of the calls concern
plants dying from the drought, Ms.
Gural stated. �I tell them that they
may not be able to save the grass or
flowers, but most likely, everything
else will survive on its own.�

For further drought-related ques-
tions, the Master Gardener hot-line
may be reached at (908) 654-9852.

Senior Citizens Council Sets
Roster of Upcoming Trips

The Senior Citizens Council of
Union County has announced that
three new trips are planned for the
fall. Trips with the Council�s �Over
55� Travel Club are open to adults of
all ages.

On Thursday, September 23, the
group will travel to the Coe Hall
Mansion and Planting Fields Arbo-
retum on Long Island, with lunch in
Oyster Bay and sightseeing. The cost
of the trip is $40.

On Friday, October 8, group mem-
bers will visit Ott�s Garden in Penn-
sylvania to view mums in a hillside
setting. Lunch at the Collegeville
Inn will be included in the trip cost,
which is $34 for members of the
Senior Citizens Council, and $35 for
non-members.

On Friday, November 5, a trip to
Liberty Village in Flemington is
planned. Discount outlets, specialty
shops and sightseeing will be fea-
tured in this excursion. Tickets are
$21 for members and $22 for non-
members. Participants are advised to
wear walking shoes.

Day trips for the fall will include
a trip on Monday, October 4, to
Platzl Brau House in New York. The
cost is $55. On Monday, October 25,
there will be a trip to the South
Jersey Culinary Arts for lunch, and
a visit to Smithville Village. The
cost is $42.

Lunch at Larison�s Turkey Farm
and shopping in Chester Village in
Chester will be featured on Wednes-
day, November 10 for $38. The
Christmas Show at Radio City Music
Hall in New York City will be offered
for $45 on either Wednesday, No-
vember 17, at 2:30 p.m. or Tuesday,
November 30. at 5 p.m.

A narrated New York City Holiday
Lights tour will be available on Sun-
day, December 5, and Wednesday,
December 15. The trip will include a
stop on the way home at the Clarmont
Diner for beverage and dessert. Chil-
dren over 5 are invited to attend. The
cost is $25.

Multi-day trips will include an
excursion to Cape May for five days
beginning on Monday, September
13, for $375 per person. The cost
includes meals, entertainment, a visit
to Atlantic City, daily activities and
a stop at Smithville Village.

A two-day Amish trip will begin

on Thursday, September 30. The cost
is $145 per person. Included is an
overnight stay at Strasburg Inn,
breakfast, a Dutch Apple dinner and
show, along with touring and shop-
ping at the Kitchen Kettle Village.

On Sunday, October 10, a five-day
trip to Yankee Doodle Lodge in Ver-
mont will be offered. A rate of $430
per person includes first-rate accom-
modations, meals, planned day trips,
entertainment, taxes and gratuities.

On Saturday, December 11, a two-
day trip to Lancaster will include a
tour of the Amish area, dinner at
Miller�s Smorgasbord, a Holiday
Spectacular Show at the American
Music Theatre, breakfast at
Strasburg Inn and a visit to Peddler�s
Village in Lahaska, Pa. The cost is
$155 per person includes taxes and
gratuities.

A round-trip cruise from New York
on Cunard�s Queen Elizabeth II will
be held from April 20 to May 1,
2000. Prices start at $1,500 per per-
son. Included are visits to Miami,
Barbados, Dominica and St. Tho-
mas. Space is limited.

For more information or a bro-
chure, please call Richard Stone at
(908) 964-7555 during the day or
(908) 687-1559 in the evening. Full
payment for day trips may be mailed
to Senior Trips, 2165 Morris Av-
enue, Union, 07083.

The Council is a non-profit orga-
nization that provides assistance,
information and referral services to
Union County seniors, their families
and caregivers and others.

Recent
 Home Sales

Participants are Sought
For Fanny Wood Contest

FANWOOD � Participants are being sought for the Second Annual
�Little Miss Fanny Wood� Contest, part of the borough�s annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration, to be held on Sunday, September 26, in downtown
Fanwood.

�Last year�s contest was such a success, and all who participated had
such a good time, that Enchantments is once again sponsoring this fun-
filled event,� said Helen Ling, sponsor of the contest and proprietor of
Enchantments gift shop in Fanwood.

Young girls, ages 3 through 12, are encouraged to enter the contest and
dress up to portray a girl of the Victorian era. Judging will take place at
approximately 2:30 p.m. on Fanny Wood Day.

The new �Little Miss Fanny Wood� will receive a crown and a gift
certificate from Enchantments. Each runner-up will also receive a prize.

Last year�s winner, Kerry Plante, will be on hand to congratulate her
successor. All contestants will be photographed and featured in the Little
Miss Fanny Wood 1999 year book.

Entry forms are available at Enchantments, 234 South Avenue in
Fanwood. All entries must be submitted by Friday, September 24, to be
eligible for the contest.

For more information about the Second Annual Little Miss Fanny Wood
Contest, please call Ms. Ling at (908) 322-6161, or Leslie Cunningham
at (908) 322-2181.

Support Your Local Merchants


