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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
**All-Corbin Team**
Coming September 2

WPLJ/WABC Flattens
ARC in Charity Game

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Was it supposed to be a modified
pitch style game or an arc style soft-
ball game? Of course! It was an arc
style game when a band of traveling
softball players representing WPLJ/
WABC radio danced into Rabkin
Field in Union and flattened a rag-
tag squad from the ARC of Union
County, 15-2, in a charity softball
game on August 11. The ARC squad,
made up primarily of Union County
residents and celebrating their 50th
year in existence, played with vigor
but could not overcome the anima-
tion of the �Monkey Boy� or the
deceptive strategy of Doctor �K�,
who fooled everyone by striking out
every time he stepped to the plate.

The Radio hoard tested the waters

and scored a run in the top of the first
when WPLJ Brian singled, then
scored on WABC Mike�s single to
right. In the bottom of the inning, the
�Monkey Boy� as pitcher teased the
ARC by allowing singles to Frank
Caragher of Rahway, Pat Culligan of
Landing and Bob Curtis of Cranford
but when Valerie Davis of Westfield
grounded out to third, the ARC re-
mained scoreless.

Airing their dominance, the Radio
stars added two runs in the second on
three hits and a sacrifice fly. The
�Monkey Boy� yielded only a single
to fleet-footed Jessie Decker of
Somerville but, once again, the ARC
was sans score.

The rhythmic and timely chanting
of WPLJ/WABC catcher Steve Miller

RAPPA RAPS 2 HRS; JUCHNIK, NIES NAIL ONE EACH

Quick, Marauders Do Battle;
Finish in a 17-17 Deadlock

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifty-four hits and four home runs
went by the wayside when fifth-seeded
J. M. Quick battled the top-seeded
Meyer�s Marauders to a 17-17 dead-
lock in the second game of the A
Division championship series in Scotch
Plains Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 10. According to League rules,
in a championship series, the entire
game would have to be replayed.

J. M. Quick, formerly C. & C.
Landscaping, won the B Division
crown last year and have faced the
opportunity to be the first team ever
to have won the A Division title in
the very next year. The Quick men
defeated Meyer�s, 17-7, in game one
of the best of five series.

In game two, Quick slugger Vin Rappa
smashed two home runs and teammate
Mike Juchnik jolted one. Meyer�s slug-
ger Mark Nies put on a show of power
by launching a towering, two-run homer
in the ninth inning.

Meyer�s Marauders opened with a
run in the top of the first. Pete Poillon
pounded a double to center and sped to
third when the ball was bobbled, then
Nies lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to center.

J. M. Quick responded rapidly in
the bottom of the inning with six
runs. Mike Parkhill cracked a leadoff
triple to left, Mike Juchnik jabbed an
RBI single to right and Mike Quick
whizzed a single over second. Rob
Power punched an RBI single up-
the-middle and Tom Bruemmer

bashed an RBI single to center. Vito
Castaldo tapped an RBI single to left
and both Steve Juchnik and Rich
Johns slapped RBI singles to right.

The offensive silence in the second
inning was highlighted by a great
second-to-first double play initiated
by Meyer�s pitcher John Hagy.
Meyer�s then spoke up with three
runs in the third. Steve Barber and
Rusty Meyer both singled, Tom Behr
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BOB MATTEN TRIPLES THEN SCORES WINNING RUN

Antone�s Pub & Grillers Burn
Comcast, 7-6, in 50+ Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two-time defending Union County
50+ Softball League champions
Comcast Cablevision was dethroned
by Antone�s Pub & Grill, 7-6, in the
semifinal round at Warinanco Park
in Elizabeth on August 12. Griller
Bob Matten scored what turned out
to be the winning run after thumping
a leadoff triple in the seventh.

Both teams employed enhanced
defensive strategies which resulted
in an unusually low scoring, first
four and one half innings. The out-
fielders managed to be in the right
spot to grab fly balls and the in-
fielders successfully plugged the

gaps to prevent grounders from
bouncing through.

Before the Comcast Cablemen
could properly adjust, however,
Antone�s seized the opportunity and
scored two runs in the top of the first.
Rich Hyer plopped a single to right-
center and Don Montefusco ripped a
single to center. With Hyer on third,
Joe Tarulli chopped a grounder to the
first baseman. Hyer dashed toward
home and the throw home was
dropped by the catcher. Next,
Matten�s ground out to short scored
Montefusco.

Antone pitcher Al Daddio allowed
a single only to Charlie Lehman in
the first then retired all three

Cablemen in the second. In the
meantime, Comcast pitcher Dom
Deo permitted a single only to Terry
Franklin in the second then retired
all three Grillers in the third with
the help of a great catch by right
fielder Frank D�Amato.

After Deo dumped a leadoff single
into center in the third, Antone short-
stop John Petricco initiated a smooth
second-to-first double play, then
D�Amato flied out to center for the
third out. Hyer sliced a leadoff single
to left in the fourth, but Antone�s also
failed to score.

The momentum of the game shifted
in the bottom of the fifth when
Comcast got focused and took the
lead with three runs. Ron Virgilio
bounced a double to center and Bob
Canales walked. Steve Mihansky
scribbled an infield single twenty
feet down the first baseline. With the
bases loaded, consecutive walks by
Ron Torsiello and Matt Spanier tied
the score at two, then Deo�s RBI
single gave the Cablemen a 3-2 lead.

Undeterred, the Grillers sizzled in
the sixth and regained the lead, 6-3,
burning Comcast for four runs. Pete
Byrnes reached base on a fielder�s
choice and Daddio reached on an
error. Petricco tapped a single to left,
then Mike Pender pounded a two-run
single to center. Hyer followed with a
two-run single to right.

Comcast threatened in the sixth.
D�Amato chopped a leadoff single
past second and Art Kopacz followed
with a single past short. Daddio damp-
ened the hopes of the Cablemen when
he grabbed a grounder, fired it to
third for a force out, then third
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FACTOR�S 2B, SCHER�S 1B, WECKSTEIN�S HR IN 3RD TRAPS HUNTER

Russell Road Tracks Down the Hunter;
Leaps to Fanwood Men�s Softball Finals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Second-seeded Russell Road came
one step closer to winning its sixth-
straight title by tracking down third-
seeded Hunter Avenue, 9-3, in game
two in the Fanwood Old Men�s Soft-
ball Association semifinal round at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on Au-
gust 16. Since the Road �Gang� won
game one of the best-of-three series,
11-4, they advanced to the finals to
face the winner of top-seeded
Willoughby Road and fourth-seeded
Sun Valley.

In game two, Tim Walsh drilled a
one-out double off the left field screen
but the Road �Gang� was unable to
score in the top of the first. Walsh, the
Russell Road pitcher, then proceeded
to shut down the Hunter Avenue
machine in the bottom of the inning,
allowing only a walk to Phil Wein.

Mike Weckstein laid down a bunt
single in the second but, once again,
Russell Road failed to score. Steve
Kamins singled in the lower half of
the inning but no Hunter crossed home.

Boom! The explosion came in the
top of the third when the Road �Gang�
rumbled for six runs. After the first
two �Gang� members went down
silently, Walsh legged out an infield
single. Wally Alicia curled a single to
right and Scott Johnson drew a base-
on-balls. Clint Factor drilled a two-
run double to center, Jordan Scher
slapped an RBI single, then Weckstein
found the gap in right-center and
rounded the bases for a three-run
home run.

Frank Marcazza fired a shot in the
third with a one-out infield single,
but Russell third baseman Scher ini-
tiated a fine second-to-first double
play to silence the Hunters.

With one man out in the fourth,
Paul LaMastra and Don Weber both
walked for Russell Road. Walsh
grounded to short. The Hunter short-
stop fired to second for the out, but
when the second baseman�s throw to
first was not in time to get Walsh,
LaMastra sailed home to put the Road
�Gang� in front, 7-0.

Finally, the Hunters hit the target
twice in the bottom of the fourth.
Mike Ewing and Wein both walked,
then Frank Cuccaro tapped an RBI
single to left. Kyle Bilcher made the
score 7-2 when he lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly to right-center.

The Russell Road men went down
in order in the fifth, then relief pitcher
Tom Culinane silenced Hunter in the
bottom of the inning. Russell did
threaten in the sixth with a leadoff
single from Weckstein followed by a
single from Chris Masterson but the
Hunter defense tightened up and
squelched the threat.

The Hunters went down in the
sixth without firing a shot, then the
Road �Gang� churned up the offense
in the seventh. Alicia ripped a single
to left and Johnson smashed a double
to deep right. Factor yanked an RBI

single over third and Scher upped the
Russell lead to 9-2 with an RBI sac-
rifice fly to left.

Culinane has always had a reputa-
tion for being stingy with runs and he
lived up to that reputation by yield-
ing only a run to Hunter in the sev-
enth. With one man out, Cuccaro
dribbled an infield single and Bilcher
lined out to left. When Kamins�
grounder was fielded and thrown
astray near first, Cuccaro dashed
around third to score. Ron Shovlin
walked but Culinane got the final
Hunter to fly out to left.
Russell Road 006 100 2 9
Hunter Avenue 000 200 1 3

FOMSA RESULTS
FIRST ROUND:

Sun Valley won by forfeit over
Marian Avenue

Hunter Avenue eliminated
Montrose

SEMIFINALS:
(As of August 16)

Willoughby 10, Sun Valley 9

Sun Valley 7, Willoughby 6

Russell Road 11, Hunter Avenue 4

Russell Road 9, Hunter Avenue 3

bounced an RBI single over third,
then both Meyer and Behr scored on
a throwing error. Quick added a run
in the third to make the score 7-4
when Rappa found a seam in right-
center for his first home run.

Meyer shortstop Rusty Meyer initi-
ated a superb second-to-first double
play in the fourth and Meyer out-
fielder Nies made a fine running snag
in the fifth but neither team scored
another run until the sixth inning.

The Marauders exploded with six
runs to carry a 10-7 lead into the
bottom of the sixth. Nies nailed a
single to left and Tom Behr bopped a
single to right, then Hagy looped an
RBI sacrifice fly to right. Fred Behr
reached base on an error as Tom Behr
scored, Greg Roe rapped a single to
center and Tom Pennimpede drilled a
two-run single to left. Rich Wilson
whacked an RBI single to left and
Barber lashed an RBI single to center.

Meyer�s added another run in the
seventh when Nies, who singled to
left, scored on Hagy�s sacrifice fly to

left. Quick added two in its half of the
inning when Paul Gosdick tripled
and scored on Steve Juchnik�s single
past short, then Juchnik scored on
Parkhill�s grounder to second.

After the Marauders suffered a scor-
ing drought in the eighth, J. M. Quick
reaped a cornucopia of five runs in
the bottom of the inning to take a 14-
11 lead. Rappa ripped a leadoff single,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�MONKEY BOY� ABOUT TO SWING�WPLJ�s �Monkey Boy� prepares to
take a mighty swing at the ball during the benefit game with the ARC of Union County.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT ON A GREAT THROW FROM LEFT�Russell Road runner Jordan
Scher is tagged out by Hunter third baseman Scott Rossy after he received a
great throw from left field. See another picture on page 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING THE PATH OF THE BALL�Rusty Meyer, front, of the Ma-
rauders and Rich Johns of J. M. Quick watch the ball as it skids by the second
baseman in the third inning. The ball skid into right field and Meyer dashed
home for the score.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEARING INTO THE BALL�Jim Malfetti of Comcast Cablevision connects
with the ball in the first inning and lofts a fly ball to center in the semifinal game
against Antone�s Pub and Grill.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE SOFTBALL IN ORBIT�Meyer�s Marauders power hitter Mark Nies puts the softball in orbit and
crushes a towering two-run home run in the ninth inning against J. M. Quick in a Scotch Plains Softball League final series
game at Jerseyland Park in Scotch Plains on August 10.

B CONSALL CHIROPRACTI
AND SPORTS CENTREAND SPORTS CENTREAND SPORTS CENTREAND SPORTS CENTREAND SPORTS CENTRE

Hours: M-W-F 7:30-12 & 3:30-7 � Sat 8:30-12
425 North Ave. East � Westfield � (908) - 654-9228

William Bonsall, DC, DACBSP

For both the recreational
and professional athlete,
Chiropractic care has
become the widely
accepted prescription for
the prevention and
treatment of an injury..

Call us today.

We�ll help
keep you
in great
shape.

Conditioned athletes have
conditioned themselves...
to consulting their
Chiropractors.

See Our Web Site
www.sportdc.com


