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�Maria�s Band� Blazes

Through Packed Audience
At Crossroads in Garwood

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bold and spunky while introspec-
tive and tender � this is perhaps the
best way to describe the finely honed
talent and lyrics of Maria Woodford
of Maria�s Band.

On Thursday, April 1, The Cross-
roads in Garwood housed a standing-
room-only audience which anxiously
arrived in droves to lend their sup-
port to the debut and return of Maria�s
Band � and the fans continued to
crowd the doors into the wee hours of
the evening.

Ms. Woodford�s style, which is
positively unique, is a medley of re-
flective ballads and rock tones that
blazed through the audience which
captured each lyric and sound with
pure satisfaction. She gives familiar
and contemporary artists like Sarah
McLachlan and Shania Twain a run
for their money.

Armed with a six string guitar and
a devoted band comprised of a bass
guitar and drums, Ms. Woodford
came to the audience as a seasoned
storyteller who wanted to share her
experiences through music with a
group of attentive friends � and all
ears were open and ready to receive.

In one song, �December,� Ms.
Woodford crooned, �I can�t get past
December or the freezing cold.�
Warmth and sentiment came through
both the verse and delivery of the
song as Ms. Woodford stared beyond
the audience and seemed to draw
from the heart.

�If anybody wanted to really know
me,� she told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, �all they would have to do
is sit down and listen to the lyrics.�

Ms. Woodford cited The Beatles,
Crosby Stills and Nash, and Neil
Young as the �old greats� who have
inspired her. But more recently, she
has been driven by the music of
Lucinda Williams.

She also noted that her parents,
who she described as �old time musi-
cians� have also been a powerful
influence behind her music.

�I always had music around,� ob-
served Ms. Woodford, who called her
style �Americana-roots-rock.� She
believes that her unique sound delves
into blues, jazz and country music.

For nearly 10 years, Ms. Woodford
has been playing in bands and com-
posing heartfelt lyrics. Describing
the writing process, she stated, �It
just pours out of me. I can�t stop it. It
just happens to me.�

She revealed that her lyrics are
derived from life experiences that
motivate her to stop whatever she is
doing and express herself through
writing.

The members of Maria�s Band
proved to be musicians who really

knew the ins and outs of their instru-
ments, validating that they were not
a mere �back up band� but individual
musicians with their own talents.
Adding to that skill, they stuck with
Ms. Woodford�s lyrics to the end of
every note.

Bass guitarist, Bob Kay, Percus-
sionist, Bob Larsen, and Joe Larsen
on drums comprise Maria�s Band.
Ms. Woodford stated that Mr. Kay
and Joe Larsen are influenced by
funk music, while Bob Larsen is
driven by Latin percussion. Such di-
verse interests add to the unique fla-
vor of the group.

But, Maria of Maria�s Band was
met with more than just a devoted
band, she was accompanied by a
crowd of admiring and encouraging
friends, most from the Jolly Trolley
in Westfield where she is employed.
They surrounded the stage and res-
taurant, offering a bounty of cheers
and showing their support.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Woodford is currently a
Garwood resident. Her artistry was
recorded in the CD, �New Jersey
Bands: A Benefit for the Children�s
Specialized Hospital� which ben-
efited the facility, demonstrating that
she is more than a talented artist, but
a musician who is �all heart.�

This summer, Maria�s Band will
participate in the Augusta Festival
which Ms. Woodford described as
�an intensive music training camp.�

The supportive crowd which must
have been mixed with newcomers
was undoubtedly won over by the
talent of Maria�s Band. She has added
a bevy of new advocates to her fol-
lowing and The Westfield Leader is
one of them.

Earlier in the evening, The Cross-
roads welcomed �13 Hands� as the
opening band. An explosion of drums,
bongos, and bass guitars were both
heart-pounding and tribal.

The selection ranged from ballads
with a blues flavor to songs with a
greater rock emphasis with syrupy
and foot-stomping grooves. The band
then returned to a stronger assort-
ment of blues tunes, collaborating
and jamming with a common thread.

�13 Hands� members asked the
audience to take a brief moment of
silence to remember the three Ameri-
can prisoners of war, Andrew
Ramirez, Christopher J. Stone, and
Steven Gonzales, who were recently
captured on the Yugoslav-Macedonia
border, following up with an inspira-
tional song about hope and promise.

The Crossroads in Garwood offers
tantalizing Cajun cuisine which
tempts every taste bud and is an ideal
accompaniment for the wide array of
talented musicians which grace the
stage each night of the week.

Crossroads in Garwood; A Club
Where The Night Crowd Gathers

Publisher�s RePublisher�s RePublisher�s RePublisher�s RePublisher�s Revievievievieviewwwww

Pull up in your Harley or step out of
your Limo; and it�s okay to dress
down and relax. It�s a change of pace
and a lot of fun at the Crossroads in
Garwood.

Each evening, local jazz and rock
talent entertains a cozy and fun crowd.
It gets packed. Make your reserva-
tion for a front row seat so that you
can dine on the delightful Cajun cui-
sine. Most everyone balances the
evening with a medley of spirits to
accompany the songs.

Owner Lee Frankel of Westfield
steers the ship and receives enthusi-
astic backup from his parents, Mar-
tin and Ronnie Frankel. The excel-
lent service staff weaves through the
packed table labyrinth all evening to
keep you fulfilled.

Chef Keith Hawks will fascinate
you and expand your dining experi-
ence with his imaginative talent. It�s
particularly interesting to ask the
Chef to order for you.

You�re served in the low light of
the entertainment, and it�s impos-
sible to hear the waitress. So, it�s dig

in and see what happens. It�s excit-
ing. Then ask later for a menu of
what you ate.

For the three of us who shared, it
turned out as follows:

The appetizers were Louisiana crab
cakes with a spicy remoulade, shrimp,
grilled alligator tail with golden
hushpuppies and Cajun shrimp with
garlic.

The soup was roast garlic potato
soup with red onion, crawfish and
bourbon bisque, and beef vegetable.
Then followed deep fried catfish
salad.

Still able to continue, we were
served blackened sirloin with mashed
potatoes, grilled Mako shark with
candied yams, and barbecued shrimp
with fried green tomatoes.

We still hadn�t finished until we
tried the Pecan pie and the carrot
cake. Everything was superb.

Things don�t really get started at
the Crossroads until after nine. Before
you know, it�s well past midnight.
Dress down, loosen up and try it �
�Where The Night Crowd Gathers.�

Letters to the Editor

Combining DPW, School Maint. Dept.
Won�t Save Enough for New Fire Truck

I want to respond to a recent letter
advocating the combining of the Board
of Education Maintenance Department
with the town�s Department of Public
Works.

This idea has been explored many
times by the board and the town as a
potential way to save money. In reality,
there are only two areas of work that are
similar � snow removal and cutting
grass. In both cases the town and the
board have been cooperating for several
years.

The Board of Education�s maintenance
staff consists of two plumbers, one car-
penter, one electrician, three all around
mechanics, one painter and two mechan-
ics helpers/groundsmen.

Their primary responsibility is for the
complete care and maintenance of the
school district�s 13 aging buildings of
approximately 945,000 square feet. Other
duties include cutting grass on approxi-
mately 125 acres of fields, removing
snow from sidewalks and parking lots,
marking of athletic fields and delivering
supplies among the buildings.

The Board of Education�s equipment
consists of light duty jeeps, delivery vans
and pickup trucks. Our only �heavy�
equipment would be one light dump
truck, two small tractors (one with a light
backhoe) and one wide area mower. The
only �duplicate� piece of equipment is
the large area mower, a Toro 580D,
which we need to cut grass on our ath-
letic fields.

We cooperate with the town in cutting
the grass, but if anything, both town and
board mowers are over utilized.

The board does not spend a great deal
of money on vehicles. Six of the school
vehicles were purchased as used �gov-
ernment surplus� vehicles. The most re-
cent purchase was a 1977 Dodge pickup
truck for the grand total of $200.

The newest vehicle owned is a 1997
Ford Ranger, the oldest is the 1977 Dodge
pickup truck. The average year of all
vehicles owned is 1988. The most ex-
pensive piece of equipment we own is
the Toro 580D wide area mower, pur-
chased in 1990 for approximately
$41,000.

The school maintenance department
has a fully equipped carpentry/mainte-
nance shop where cabinets, bookshelves
and tables are routinely constructed. Our
staff repairs and rebuilds motors, heat-
ers, pumps and other building equip-
ment.

This is in sharp contrast with the De-
partment of Public Works whose pri-
mary responsibilities are the maintenance
of roads, tree removal/trimming, sewer
maintenance, grounds maintenance, trash
removal and the operation of the Conser-
vation Center.

Their staff consists mostly of equip-
ment operators, groundsmen, tree ex-

perts, auto mechanics and laborers.
Their heavy equipment consists of

large front-end loaders, heavy dump
trucks, tractor-trailers and construction
type equipment. We have frequently
called upon the town to help us with jobs
where heavy-duty equipment is neces-
sary.

In fact, the two departments have mu-
tually assisted each other for at least the
last 20 years in areas such as central gas
pumps, snow removal/salting duties, tree
removal, window glass repair, and loan
of equipment. We have never refused
assistance to the town and they have
never refused to assist us.

As board President and chair of the
Facilities Committee, I am fully aware of
the problems that vehicle requests im-
pose on a budget. I also know that any
attempt to combine the Board of Educa-
tion Maintenance Department with the
Department of Public Works will not
result in saving enough money to pur-
chase a new fire engine.

The town and the board meet several
times each year in an effort to build
cooperation and communication. We will
continue to search for ways to share
services and reduce expenses.

Darielle Walsh
President

Westfield BOE

John Pizzarelli to Perform
At Shanghai Jazz Concert

John Pizzarelli

Singer and gui-
tarist John
Pizzarelli will per-
form at Shanghai
Jazz in Madison on
Wednesday and
Thursday, April 21
and 22, with shows
at 6:30 and 8:30
p.m.

The event, which
is by reservation
only, will feature his
long-time collabo-
rators, Ray
Kennedy on piano
and Martin
Pizzarelli on bass.

The entertainer
recently performed
in the Broadway
show Dream, and
appears in the new
feature film The Out of Towners.

He recently released his eighth
record, �John Pizzarelli Meets the

Beatles,� a trib-
ute to the Fab
Four.

The evening�s
selections will
include �Our
Love is Here to
Stay,� �Avalon,�
�Paper Moon,�
and Beatles
tunes like
�Honey Pie�.

The cost for
the show and
full-course din-
ner is $59 per
person. At the
bar, there is a
$20 cover
charge and $20
minimum per
person. Reser-

vations are required. For more infor-
mation or to make reservations, please
call (973) 822-2899.

Resident Urges People
To Make Contributions

To Help Kosovo Refugees
As Westfield residents finish their

celebrations of Easter, a holiday of hope,
and Passover, a festival of freedom, the
thoughts of many turn to the thousands of
refugees, who today are streaming out of
Kosovo, hopeless and in fear.

People of good faith the nation over
are horrified by scenes of suffering remi-
niscent of the World War II. As a decent
people ask themselves �what can I do?�,
one answer, at least, is simple. Whether
you can afford $1, $5 or much more,
please make a donation today to one of
the humanitarian relief organizations on
the ground at Kosovo�s borders.

These organizations are providing
life-saving services to the refugees, and
they need an immediate infusion of
cash. The U.S. Agency for International
Development has established a toll-free
telephone number and Internet site
which provides a list of charitable orga-
nizations working along Kosovo�s bor-
ders. The numbers are 1-800-USAID-
RELIEF or 1-800-872-4373, and
www.info.usaid.gov.

Meryl Justin Chertoff
Westfield
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WILLIAM J. SWEENEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
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SCOTCH PLAINS LIONS CLUB

FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKETFLEA MARKETFLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET
SAT., APRIL 10TH

8AM TO 4 PM
Fanwood Railroad Station

Bake Sale
Refreshment Stand

Proceeds to Lions� Charities
Chairman Norman F. Bendel

(((((908908908908908))))) 322-1663 322-1663 322-1663 322-1663 322-1663

By HORACE R. CORBIN


