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425 North Avenue East
Westfield, NJ
908-654-9228

ONSALL CHIROPRACTIB C
WE TAKE THE TIME TO CARE

Sciatica/Low Back Pain Auto Accident/Work Injuries

On-Site Ergonomic Evaluations Repetitive Micro-trauma

Sports Injuries Shoulder Pain

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome Migraines/Headaches

Personal Trainer on Staff Massage Therapy Available

Difficult and Chronic Conditions are Our Specialty

Commuter Hours • 7:30 - 7:00
24 Hour Emergency Service

AND SPORTS CENTRE

E-Mail: sportdc@home.com

Westfield
Annual

Town Report

Tax Assessor
The Tax Assessor’s primary responsibility is to maintain fair assessments through-

out the municipality in order that the real estate tax burden may be distributed
equitably. To carry out this function, the Director of Taxation has set down certain
prescribed procedures that all Tax Assessors throughout the state must follow.

The total assessed value of Westfield’s 9,705 taxable parcels in 1997 amounted to
$1,785,706,700. The tax needs of all agencies amounted to $70,122,882. This
amount divided by the total assessed value produced a tax rate figure of $3.92 per
$100 of assessed valuation. The tax books, which list all properties in town, along
with their current assessed values, are available throughout the year for public
inspection at the Tax Assessor’s office.

For 1997, there were approximately 300 assessments changed for various reasons,
with a total increase in tax ratables of $6,201,300.

Applications are available and processed through the Assessor’s office for the
following deductions: veteran, veteran’s widow, senior citizen, permanently disabled
and surviving spouse. There are currently 1,635 such applications on file, amounting
to $136,350 in tax relief.

Report of the
Collector of Taxes for 1997

During 1997, the Westfield Tax Collector Office collected $69,420,893 in
taxes, special assessments, added assessments and tax search fees. Of this total,
$44,645,280 was turned over to the public school system, $14,711,655 was paid to
the Union County Treasurer and $10,765,947 was used for local municipal purposes.

Tax Search Certificates were issued on 96 properties, reflecting a decrease
of refinancing due to higher interest rates.

After receiving the valuation of 96 properties from the Tax Assessor, and the
rate through the combined budgetary processes of the Town Council, Board of
Education and Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Tax Collector issued
bills at the end of June or early July, which are payable on the first day of February,
May, August and November. When the first of those months falls on a Saturday or
Sunday, taxes are due on the next business day.

Office personnel sent reminders and final notices out to delinquent taxpayers
as required. An audit of 1997 records was conducted by the staff.

Finance Department
Annual Report

The Town of Westfield Finance Department is responsible for processing
and recording the receipts, disbursements, purchase orders and payroll of all town
departments, including the Westfield Memorial Library and Pool.

Town disbursements are made from signed vouchers and listed for approval
by the Town Council for each public meeting. The Town Treasurer has to certify that
sufficient funds are available in each appropriation to provide for payment of the
bills. All receipts from every town department must be turned over to the Treasurer
with the report.

The Treasurer’s issued financial statements include the supplement debt
statements, budget appropriation report, revenue report, bank balance, cash flow and
investment report.

The average total investment portfolio in 1997 was about $12,800,000.
Investments are restricted to certificate of deposits (CDs), United States Treasury
Paper and New Jersey Cash Management Funds. The interest earned on town funds
during 1997 was about $780,000.

On December 31, 1997, combined town investments were $14,250,000.
Outstanding public improvement bonds were $1,796,000 and the outstanding pool
note is $173,000.

Westfield Town Hall


