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Mrs. Vernick Organizes
Drive to Donate Cell Phones

To Town Mail Carriers

ON THE WATCH...Westfield Postmaster Kenneth Brown, left, Councilwoman
Gail S. Vernick and mail carriers Darryl Bailey, third from left, and Bernardo
Messercola hold one of the cell phones donated to the mail carriers as part of Mrs.
Vernick�s initiative.

WESTFIELD - Westfield First
Ward Republican Councilwoman and
Mayoral candidate, Gail S. Vernick,
is organizing a phone drive for used
cellular phones with battery chargers
for a new initiative she brings to
Westfield.

�We want to outfit our mail carri-
ers with these phones, in an effort to
expand the Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram,�� she stated.

The Neighborhood Watch Program
is a community relations program
designed to promote interaction be-
tween Westfield residents and police
personnel.

�The effectiveness of our Neigh-
borhood Watch Program has greatly
influenced the ability of our police
department to keep the whole of
Westfield safe for one and all. The
citizens of Westfield prove, time and
time again, to be the epitome of good
neighbors.

�They display an outstanding will-
ingness to watch out for their neigh-
bors, their neighbors� belongings and
their neighborhood. Under this pro-
gram our letter carriers will enhance
this tradition.

�They will be given donated cell
phones, for the purpose of reporting
anything of a suspicious nature ob-
served while delivering mail on their
routes. The cell phones will offer
immediate access to the police de-
partment, which allows for a quicker
response time,� Councilwoman
Vernick stated.

The candidate noted her initiative

has the full support of Police Chief
Anthony J. Scutti, Postmaster Ken-
neth Brown and Thomas Murphy,
Union President of the Westfield
Branch of the National Association
of Letter Carriers.

��This initiative is a wonderful
way of assisting our police depart-
ment. Early detection, which is a key
ingredient to solving and preventing
crimes, is a by-product of this pro-
gram,� stated Councilwoman
Vernick.

Councilwoman Vernick, who is the
Republican Mayoral candidate and
Chairwoman of thse council�s Public
Safety Committee, stated that, �Six
days a week the owners� of every
home throughout Westfield will have
the added protection and comfort of
knowing� if something looks amiss
at or near their homes, their mail
carrier will contact the police imme-
diately.�

Another feature about the �Mail
Carriers Emergency Assistance Pro-
gram� (M.C.E.A.P.), the candidate
noted, is that this added dimension of
protection will cost the taxpayers
nothing since the phones are do-
nated.

�I�m asking for help in reaching
our goal of outfitting 63 mail carriers
with these phones,� stated Mrs.
Vernick.

Businesses or individuals upgrad-
ing their cellular phone can donate
their old phone as long as it has a
battery charger.

�I have already contacted cellular
phone vendors for donations,� said
Mrs. Vernick.

Anyone wishing to donate cellular
phones with battery chargers can
contact Councilwoman Vernick at
(908) 654-6999.

Tom Cusimano Kicks Off
Fourth Ward Walking Tour

MEETING THE VOTERS...Westfield Republican Fourth Ward Town Council
candidate Tom Cusimano shakes hands with Shadowlawn Drive resident Daria
Bonavita at the start of his walking tour in the Fourth Ward.

WESTFIELD - Tom Cusimano,
the Republican candidate for the
Fourth Ward seat on the Westfield
Town Council, kicked off his walk-
ing tour of neighborhoods last week.

He said his goal is to reach each
home in the ward to understand the
issues and problems of these citi-
zens.

�I feel that elected officials should
represent their constituents and be
their voice.� said Mr. Cusimano. �I
pledge to dedicate myself to the
Fourth Ward citizens and be their

voice in the Town Council.�
�The Fourth Ward encompasses a

large geographic area and citizens
with diverse backgrounds. It is by
walking the ward and talking with as
many people as I possible can that I
hope to understand and prioritize the
important concerns of its residents,�
said Mr. Cusimano.

He will continue these walks dur-
ing the evening hours and on week-
ends. Fourth Ward residents may
contact Mr. Cusimano at (908) 654-
9660.

Councilman Gruba Chooses
Co-Chairs for His Campaign

HEADING CAMPAIGN...Westfield Second Ward Councilman James J. Gruba
introduces his campaign chairs Lisa Cassidy and Jim McCabe.

More Campaign
News on Page 18

WESTFIELD - Second Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Gruba, the Republican
candidate for reelection this Novem-
ber in Westfield�s Second Ward, has
chosen Lisa Cassidy and Jim McCabe
as his campaign co-chairs.

�I am happy to have these two
outstanding community leaders
bringing their enthusiasm and ideas
to my reelection effort,� noted Mr.
Gruba.

Mrs. Cassidy, a graduate of the
State University of New York at
Plattsburgh, is a registered nurse.
She and her husband, John, are the
parents of four children. A 10-year
resident of Westfield, Mrs. Cassidy
serves as the Senior Citizen Coordi-
nator for the Borough of
Mountainside.

She is actively involved in various

school committees in Wilson Elemen-
tary School and Roosevelt Interme-
diate School as well as her children�s
soccer, basketball, and baseball
leagues.

A 16-year Westfield resident, Mr.
McCabe is the Regional Account
Executive for Consolidated Shoes.
He is a member of the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, a Trustee of
the United Fund of Westfield, a Past
President of the Westfield Jaycees, as
well as Assistant Cub Master of Pack
270.

Mr. McCabe coaches baseball, soc-
cer, softball and basketball. He and
his wife, Donna, are the parents of
four children.

Second Ward residents are invited
to contact Councilman Gruba at (908)
233-0235 or FAX (908) 518-0482.
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The Voters Pulse
Week of 9/24/98

These results are from a telephone survey of 24 Scotch Plains
 and Fanwood residents over the past week.

RACE FOR CONGRESS FROM THE 7TH DISTRICT

If the election was held today who would you vote for?

60% Franks

    40%
 Not Voting

10% Franks

50% Connelly

40% Not
           Voting

Fanwood Scotch Plains

Will you be voting in the November 3 Election?

30% Undecided
or Not Voting

       70%
      Will Be
       Voting In
November


