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Councilman Walsh Cites
Achievements in First Term

Candidate Ms. Lund Seeks
Investment in Open Space

IN NEED OF SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS...Westfield Republican Third Ward
Town Council candidate Noreen Lund stands in Sycamore Field which she said
should be funded through Union County�s grant program to clear up safety
concerns.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Congressman Bob Franks joined Will Coronato,
left, and David Trumpp, right, Republican candidates for Fanwood Borough
Council, at a pancake breakfast before they began campaigning. Mr. Coronato
and Mr. Trumpp said they planned to cover the entire borough throughout the
campaign. Congressman Franks is Honorary Chairman of the campaign. Mr.
Franks is seeking a fourth term from the Seventh District to the United States
House of Representatives.

Mr. Greco Proposal Favors
Streamlining Town Services

Norman Greco

Norman Greco, independent
Mayoral candidate in Westfield,
said he believes that, �Westfield�s
high tax base entitles our residents
to a reciprocal level of service.�

Mr. Greco said he feels there are
immediate changes that can be made
to town government, streamlining
services for all residents. As an
example, he said the creation of a
�Pothole Hotline� would address
daily concerns regarding simple
road repair on a �very timely ba-
sis.�

�Similarly, we need to make our
Building Permit process more �user-
friendly.� This will be accomplished
by creating formal deadlines for
each step in the permit process.
Specific appointments will be set
with each homeowner for the Build-
ing Inspector to perform his job.

�Each inspector will be equipped
with a beeper and cellular phone
for use during his business day to
keep homeowners informed of any
scheduling changes,� Mr. Greco ex-
plained.

Additionally, Mr. Greco will
implement a study to synchronize
the traffic light pattern of down-
town Westfield in an effort to re-
duce gridlock.

Mr. Greco complimented the
�commendable� manner in which
the Police, Fire and Public Works
Departments handled the Labor Day
storm.

However, he said he would like to

institute a tree-trimming mainte-
nance program, thereby reducing
damage during future storms.

Under the direction of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Mr. Greco said, if
elected, he intends to form desig-
nated �comfort stations� for town
residents during emergency situa-
tions. �Communication with resi-
dents during these very difficult
emergency situations is crucial. In
order for Westfield to improve its
services, it must not only be proac-
tive in its approach to town gov-
ernment, but it must be decisive in
the implementation of a strategic
plan,� the candidate stated.

�Similar to our parks and fields,
Westfield�s roads also leave a last-
ing impression upon visitors to our
town. Gravel and liquid tar is no
longer an acceptable method of road
improvement. We must implement
a long-term strategic plan to re-
pave each street in Westfield.

�Ironically, a road projects plan
was presented to our current Mayor
and Town Council in November of
1997. For nearly a year, this pro-
gram has been under �discussion�
without any action being taken,�
he said.

Mr. Greco stated that, �A sense
of urgency regarding this project
should have been created a year
ago when this proposal was sub-
mitted by the Town Engineer.�

In conjunction with a strategic
replacement plan for town roads,
Mr. Greco said he would institute a
corresponding downtown sidewalk
replacement plan created by the
Public Works Committee.�

Mr. Greco stated that, �A uni-
form sidewalk appearance will en-
hance the image of our downtown
area.� As part of this future re-
placement program, Mr. Greco said
he will be asking the Public Works
Committee to investigate the pos-
sibility of placing heating cores in
the sidewalks of the downtown dis-
trict to help eliminate hazardous
winter conditions.

�This is the common sense, busi-
ness-like approach I will bring to
Westfield government if elected,�
the candidate stated.

WESTFIELD - Noreen Lund, the
Republican candidate for the Third
Ward seat on the Westfield Town
Council, has called on the govern-
ing body to fund open space projects
in the Third Ward.

Ms. Lund, citing the funds that
were originally allocated for the
creation of a �pocket park� at the
old Excellent Diner site, said that
these resources represent an impor-
tant opportunity for Westfield.

�I am concerned about the condi-
tion of many of the parks and recre-
ation facilities in Westfield, espe-
cially here in the Third Ward.

�The town has responded by cre-
ating an ad hoc committee to con-
sider how to spend these funds. This
does not make sense to me. The end
result will be different organized
interest groups asking for money,
possibly more, for their pet projects.
The Third Ward will once again be
short changed in such an environ-
ment.

�I think that the Town Council
should have had a contingency plan
for those resources. Our existing
fields and parks have been identi-
fied as deteriorating and in need of
maintenance for quite some time,�
Ms. Lund said.

Sycamore Field was singled out
by the candidate as a safety problem
requiring special attention.

�That field is used by so many
soccer players who have little broth-
ers and sisters, and unfortunately, it
is so close to the road, and by a busy
intersection of Central Avenue and
Sycamore Street. I worry about par-
ents trying to watch both the game
and keeping their small children
from running out into traffic or chas-
ing a ball that goes into the street.

�Those moneys could be allo-
cated for a fence, if not around the
entire field, then at least around the
playground on the east end of the
field. The field also could use some
improvements to decrease the risk
of injuries. Both of these initiatives
would be positive steps towards in-
creasing public safety and enjoy-
ment for the residents, and those to
come,� Mrs. Lund stated.

The candidate also agreed with
former Westfield Mayor Ray Stone�s
recent suggestion at the ad hoc com-
mittee meeting, of devoting re-
sources to the �pocket park� on
Central Avenue between Krauzers
and The Sock Company.

�Central Avenue is a gateway to
Westfield. Investments to help en-
hance an area that is used and seen
by many people, which quite possi-
bly impacts their first impression
of Westfield, is worthy of consider-
ation. This is an existing open-
space that should be maintained.

�The message would be a positive
one that the town is committed to
revitalizing the area, which is just
beginning,� the candidate noted.

The south side train station was
another location that Ms. Lund
pointed to which could benefit from
a needed facelift.

�So much money has been in-
vested in the rebuilding of our train
station, why not add to those im-
provements by redoing the flower
beds along South Avenue and im-
proving the plantings in the park-
ing lots?� the candidate suggested.

�The south side of Westfield has
much charm and character, yet the
public areas here do not reflect that
due to neglect,� Ms. Lund con-
cluded.

WESTFIELD - Westfield  Demo-
cratic Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh has commenced his reelection
campaign with a focus on his achieve-
ments while in office, the projects he
has initiated and his efforts to keep
property taxes down.

�My work, my votes and my advo-
cacy have been based solely on the
merits of the issues, on improving the
lives of Westfield residents and the
preservation of all that is good in West-
field,� Councilman Walsh commented.

Councilman Walsh pointed out that
he has had to answer to no one, other
than the citizens of Westfield, on the
positions that he has taken.

�There is no caucus telling me how
to vote,� Councilman Walsh said.

Councilman Walsh is Chairman of
the Town Council�s Public Works Com-
mittee and has led the council�s discus-
sions on a road improvement program
under which the town will pave more
roads than it has in the past.

He said the town normally spends
about $150,000 for municipal road
improvements, according to Council-
man Walsh. However, this is an insuf-
ficient amount to keep up with the
paving needs of the streets.

The town submits four streets for
eligibility for state Transportation Trust
Fund grants, but only one or two streets
are chosen by the state for re-paving.

Councilman Walsh said he believes
that this leaves a gap in Westfield�s
street paving.

�There have been some streets that
have been submitted twice to the state
for the grant and have been rejected.
There are other streets that will never
be eligible for state funding, because
they have no inter-municipal connec-
tions.

�These roads are only getting patch-
work repair and we need to embark on
a major project, as they are slipping
through the cracks with the current
method of funding street improve-
ments,� Councilman Walsh stated.

The councilman said he is �sensi-
tive� to the fiscal impact of increasing
funding in the town budget for road
paving, but points out that the paving
can be done with capital funds that will
be freed up by the expiration of the
town�s current municipal bond, which
will expire in the year 2001.

The Public Works Committee is now
actively choosing streets to participate
in this program.

Councilman Walsh is also Chair-
man of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Parks and Fields which is considering
projects that might be eligible for fund-
ing with Union County�s matching
grant of $100,000.

As a  1997 member of the Law and
Rules Committee, Councilman Walsh
helped draft the exterior property main-
tenance code which set a minimum
level for housing conditions in town.
He also helped draft the shade tree
maintenance ordinance.

As the Town Council�s liaison to the
Recreation Commission, Councilman
Walsh pushed for a plan to create a
Parks and Fields Maintenance Depart-
ment to be partially-funded by users of
the fields.

The Recreation Commission is cur-
rently considering Councilman Walsh�s
proposal.

�If we are to make any lasting im-
provement in the parks and fields,
without burdening the general taxpay-
ers, this is the route that we have to go,�
commented Mr. Walsh on the pro-
posal.

Councilman Walsh also pointed to
his record on taxes.

�It was Councilman Goldman and I
who led the fight to lower the tax
increase in 1998 by taking a small
amount of money from a very large sale
of assets fund. It had minimal effect on
the fund and provided some relief to
the taxpayer,� Mr. Walsh said.

Councilman Walsh also trimmed
the budget with suggestions for lower-
ing some unneeded surplus during
budget hearings.

Councilman Walsh was born in
Philadelphia and graduated from St.
Joseph�s University and Villanova
University School of Law. He is a
partner in the firm of Freehill, Hogan
& Mahar in Manhattan and New Jer-
sey and practices maritime personal
injury law.

He is married to Dr. Joanne M.
Walsh who is a supervisor at Lucent
Technologies. They have four chil-
dren. After having been defeated by 50
votes for the Council in 1994, Council-
man Walsh was elected by a 500 vote
margin in 1996.


