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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

MALFETTI HRS; DIMARTINO, STUMPF GO 3-FOR-3

Comcast Cablevision Arrests
Nilsen Detective for UC Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

George N. Milkowski Field in Lin-
den was the scene of the final Union
County Senior Softball League
Championship game and Comcast
Cablevision took control early to beat
Nilsen Detective Agency, 13-6, on
August 24. Previously, in the best-of-
three series, both Comcast and Nilsen
had won a game. Fred DiMartino
and Norm Stumpf each went three-
for-three and Jim Malfetti crushed a
three-run homer in the first inning to
help Comcast maintain its dominance
in game three.

Comcast pitcher Dom Deo was
solid in the first two innings as he
retired the first six Nilsen batters. In

the meantime, Comcast bellowed to
the tune of six runs in the bottom of
the first. Deo led off with a single
down the right field line, then Ron
Virgilio chopped a single to left.
Charlie Lehman lashed an RBI single
to left and Malfetti stepped to the
plate and hammered a three-run
homer to deep left field.

Nilsen was stunned and tried to
regroup, but the Comcast assault was
not yet over in the first. Bill Reichle
walked and moved to second on a
fielder�s choice. DiMartino drilled
an RBI single to right-center, Matt
Spanier spanked a single to left, then
Stumpf stomped an RBI single to
left.

In the bottom of the second,
Comcast �aired� another run to take
a 7-0 lead. Ron Torsiello walked,
Frank D�Amato yanked a single to
right, then Jim Airey lined an RBI

single to center.
Nilsen Detective Agency was

searching for clues to penetrate the
Comcast defense and found a run in
the top of the third. George Crostowitz
benefited on an error in center field
and reached base safely. With
Crostowitz on second, Tom Wascaster
whacked an RBI triple to deep center.

Although Lehman walked and
Reichle singled, Comcast was si-
lenced in the lower half of the third
inning, then Nilsen picked up two
more clues in the top of the fourth to
narrow the score to 7-3. Jerry Hettrick
looped a single to left-center, Tino
Innacone bashed a single to center
and Bruce Bilotti banged a single to
right-center. With the bases loaded,

Bob DeBellis clanged a two-RBI to
center.

DeMartino started a ripple in the
tide for Comcast in the bottom of the
fourth by dribbling an infield single,
then by advancing to third on a throw-
ing error. Stumpf stepped up and
splashed an RBI single to left to
increase Comcast�s lead to 8-3. John
Wactor, the Nilsen left fielder, liter-
ally made a superb double snag in
foul territory to end the inning when
he made a running catch and then
caught his arm on barbed wire just
beyond the third baseline. No injury
was sustained.

Nilsen appeared to detect some
flaws in Deo�s pitching prowess and
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DANIELLE NETS 1 HR, 5 RBI; JOHNSON 1 HR, 4 RBI

Russell Road Captures Title;
Closes Willoughby Rd., 17-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The big guns were blazing and
Willoughby Road was being bom-
barded as Russell Road captured its
fifth-straight Fanwood Old Men�s
Softball Association title, winning
17-8, at La Grande Park in Fanwood
on August 26. Road �crew� sluggers
Lou Danielle and Scott Johnson
dazzled the fans with a stellar display
of power. With hurricane-like force,
Danielle whacked a three-run homer,
thumped a two-run triple, splashed a
single and finished with five RBI
while Johnson crushed a three-run
homer and drove in four runs.

Willoughby was ready and fired
the first shots at the Russell Road
defense in the top of the first. Ralph
Russo hopped a single to left and
Matt Maloney followed with a single
down the third baseline. Fred
Giamboa bashed an RBI single to left
and Paul Frias punched an RBI single
to right. Lou Cerchio put Willoughby
ahead, 3-0, with an RBI single to
center.

Willoughby decided to start pitcher
Bill Johnston in an attempt to throw
off the Russell Road offense. Don
Weber and Tim Walsh patiently drew
walks then Johnson hammered his
three-run homer into the backstop of
the adjoining softball field.
Willoughby was rattled by the swift-
ness of Russell�s attack, but more
shelling was yet to come.

Clint Factor hooked a single over
short and Joe Walsh whizzed a single
to left. Now, Danielle delivered his
three-run homer to the furthest
reaches of right-center field. With
shaky knees, Willoughby tried to sur-
vive the blitz but one more run would
be scored in the inning. Kurt Staeudle
reached first on an error, then pro-
ceeded to steal second and third.
Dennis O�Conner stepped up and
tapped an RBI single over second.

In the second, Willoughby regained
some stability and added two more
runs to make the score, 7-5. Johnston
walked and Russo ripped a single to
left. Maloney mashed an RBI single
to center and Kevin Sicula sizzled an
RBI single past second.

The Russell Road �crew� pulled
off an act of one-upmanship by scor-
ing three runs in the bottom of the
second. Weber sliced a highly spin-
ning double to shallow left and Tim

Walsh slapped a single past short.
Dave Buchwald bopped an RBI single
over third and Johnson jolted an RBI
sacrifice fly which tingled the right
field fence when the right fielder
backed into it.

�I didn�t get enough on the ball. I
got under it too much,� murmured a
dissatisfied Johnson.

Factor finished the scoring in the
second inning by plunging an RBI
double into the left field screen.

Russell pitcher Tom Culinane qui-
eted the Willoughby bats in the third,
allowing a single only to Chris
McAlindin. Later, regular
Willoughby pitcher Fred Walz calmed
the Russell Road storm by retiring all
three batters in the bottom of the
inning.

Cullinane kept control in the fourth
and retired all three Willoughby bat-
ters, but Russell came raging back in
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560 Springfield Ave., Suite F � Westfield � (908) 232-6300 � E-Mail: dweeks560@aol.com

Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising.

See us on the Web
http://westfieldnj.com/barrett&crain

* Congratulations Toms River, NJ; * �Little League World Champs� *
*Congratulations Kashima, Japan*

ESPOSITO EXCELS; BLASTS 2 HRS, DRIVES IN 5 RUNS

St. Patrick Pummels its Way
Past St. Anne in Playoff, 14-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement was in the air, the pres-
sure was on and the determined St.
Patrick players rose to the occasion
as they ousted St. Anne from the first
round of the St. Bartholomew�s
Oldtimers Softball League playoffs,
14-5, at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 28. John Esposito
amazed the crowd as he blasted two
stellar home runs, ripped a single
and drove in five RBI for the exuber-
ant St. Patrick team.

Esposito got the ball rolling in the
top of the first by tumbling a single to
right-center. Mark DiFrancesco
drilled an RBI triple right down the
right field line, then Steve Magnotta
lofted a sacrifice fly to center to bring
home DeFrancesco. Charlie
Laskowski bounced a single to center
and Pat Luongo drew a walk. Al
Rezza stepped up and bashed an RBI
single to left, then Luongo also scored
when the throw to home missed the
mark.

St. Anne responded to its 4-0 defi-
cit when leadoff hitter Steve Ferro
singled and Wally Bradshaw followed
with another single. Nick Litterio
sizzled a grounder which seemed
like it would be a base hit; but short-
stop Esposito flew to his right,
snagged the grounder and whipped
the ball to second to force the runner.
The second baseman, in turn, fired
the ball to first to complete the double

play. Ed Marchelitis grounded out to
second for the third out.

Pat Citera looped a single over
short for St. Patrick in the second,
Joe Murano wobbled a 20-foot single
past the pitcher, then Al Ulichny
yanked an RBI single to left. With
Citera on second and Ulichny on
first, Esposito hammered his three-
run homer to the center field fence.
DiFrancesco hacked a single to left,
Magnotta reached base safely on an
error and Laskowski punched an RBI
single to center to give St. Patrick a 9-

0 lead.
After a slow start, St. Anne picked

up three runs in the bottom of the
second. With two-outs, Wayne Morse
mashed a single to left, Dom Deo
pushed a single to right-center, then
Steve Pirella plastered a three-run
homer into the center field fence.

Pirella�s homer stunned St. Patrick
temporarily and despite singles from
Tom Kucin and Citera, no runs were
scored in the top of the third. St.
Anne returned the favor by failing to
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHARP FLY BALL TO CENTER�Steve Magnotta of St. Patrick bashes a
sharp fly ball to center field in the first inning against St. Anne. St. Patrick
defeated St. Anne, 14-5, at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOUBLE TO LEFT�Chris McAlindin of Willoughby Road drills a double to
left in the sixth inning against Russell Road on August 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHACKING THE BALL TO LEFT�Ron Virgilio of Comcast Cablevision
whacks a single to left in the first inning against Nilsen Detective Agency.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOTING THEM ON�Many of the fans root for their favorite team during
the championship series of the Fanwood Old Men�s Softball Association. Please
see a story on game one on Page 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FANWOOD OLD MEN�S SOFTBALL CHAMPS�The Russell Road team successfully defended its title for the fourth
consecutive time by defeating Willoughby Road, 10-0 and 17-8, on August 25-26 at La Grande Park in Fanwood. Pictured,
left to right, are: kneeling, Dave Buchwald, Joe Walsh, Don Weber, Tim Walsh, team mascot and inspiration �Blue,�
Dondi Chambliss and Eric Birnbaum, and, standing, Bob Picarski, Scott Johnson, Tom Cullinane, Dennis O�Conner, Kurt
Staeudle, Clint Factor, Arnold Peoples and Lou Danielle.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY 50+ SOFTBALL CHAMPIONS�Comcast Cablevision captured the Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Title by defeating Nilsen Detective Agency, 13-6, on August 24. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Art
Kopacz, Dom Deo, Norm Stumpf, Charles Lehman, Fred DiMartino, Frank D�Amato and Bill Reichle (behind D�Amato),
and, standing, Ron Virgilio, Chuck Ramsthaler, Jim Airey, Joe Berger, Matt Spanier, Tony Yarussi, Ron Torsiello, Bob
Canales and Jim Malfetti. Not pictured are Mel Coren, Carlo Melia and Carl Sicola.


