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Board of Adjustment Approves Variances
For Storage Building on Waldheim Avenue

By BOBBIE BALDASSARI TURSI
Specially Written for The Times

In a unanimous vote, the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment awarded
two variances October 8 to a local
businessman who is seeking to erect
a contractors� storage building at
2378 Waldheim Avenue.

Applicant Dion Natale, a residen-
tial plumber, provided the board with
a site plan for the planned building,
which will be equipped with a garage
area. The proposal drew opposition
from neighbors of the site who be-
lieve commercial activity at the build-
ing will aggravate existing problems
on the street.

One of the variances sought by Mr.
Natale was for a residential apart-
ment (approximately 750 square feet)
on the second floor of the proposed
building, which is located in an M-1
industrial zone.

The applicant testified that he plans
to use the rent from the apartment to
pay for taxes on the building. The
other variance permits Mr. Natale to
construct the building on a pre-exist-
ing undersized lot.

The applicant plans to use the first
floor of the pending building for stor-
age of supplies and equipment such
as pipes and water heaters. He pur-
chased the lot in July of 1997 for
$50,000, and has already razed a
single-family residence which previ-

ously stood on the property.
Mr. Natale testified that he plans to

comply with all local ordinances and
codes requested by the board, dealing
with issues such as parking, buffer-
ing, easements, retaining walls, land-
scaping and fire safety.

In attendance at the meeting were
several neighbors, mostly from Con-
cord Row, who vehemently com-
plained that businesses along
Waldheim Avenue have had a highly
negative impact on the area in which
they live.

They cited increased noise distur-
bances, odor emissions from dump-
ing, truck exhaust, intrusive head-
lights and exterior building lights
which remain lit through the night as
factors affecting their quality of life.

Homeowner Scott Rodgers, an at-
torney, acted as a representative for
the Concord Row residents. He also
appeared at several earlier board
meetings to present fellow residents�
concerns over an increase in the com-
mercial activity on Waldheim Av-
enue.

Mr. Rodgers, who questioned the
applicant and the board at length,
asked Mr. Natale, �are you aware that
local ordinance specifically prohibits
residential use on the lot you pur-
chased?�

Mr. Natale responded that he did,
stating �that is why we are here to-

night to request a variance.�
When Mr. Rodgers asked the ap-

plicant if he agreed there were prob-
lems caused by odors from dumping
and extensive noise during early
morning hours from heavy equip-
ment use, Mr. Natale replied, �Yes,
but no one has complained to me.�

The attorney then showed the board
and the applicant some photographs
of Mr. Natale�s lot, which a neigh-
boring business, A-1 Tree Service,
has been using temporarily since the
previous structure on the property
was demolished. Neighbors have
complained that the lot has become
cluttered with litter and debris.

�Are you aware of various zoning
regulations that apply to your lot in
connection with allowing people to
use your lot for commercial uses?�,
Mr. Rodgers asked the applicant, to
which Mr. Natale responded, �No, I
am not aware.�

Mr. Rodgers argued that Mr.
Natale�s application was premature
and that the latter should present a
site plan for the present activities on
his property, meaning commercial
use of the lot by A-1 Tree Service.

He also maintained that �this ap-

plication is for mixed use � residen-
tial and commercial. If one is denied
by the board, so should the other.

�The applicant is not fulfilling the
zone plan and he shows no economic
impact,� Mr. Rodgers said. �Frankly,
as Mr. Natale stated earlier this
evening, he will be using the pro-
posed apartment on the second floor
to pay for the building.�

A few other Concord Row resi-
dents were also given the opportu-
nity to state their opinions on the
proposal. �We just want to be sure the
applicant adheres to the M-1 zoning;
town code limitations should be
abided by,� stated Jim Ciccarino.

He also said an apartment on the
second floor may draw a noisy, dis-
ruptive tenant.�

Other neighbors expressed con-
cern about what they have described
as a noise problem in the area.
�Waldheim Avenue is atrocious.�
stated Dorothy McGrath, a 19-year
Concord Row resident.

James R. Watson and John P.
Dupont from EKA Associates, a
Scotch Plains firm of licensed engi-
neers, planners and surveyors, ap-NEED A BOOST...Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district student musi-

cians are pictured performing during a recent event in the township. The
popular music programs in kindergarten through grade 12 need additional
financial support to maintain their quality and open membership. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: front row, Jerry Kavinski, Beth Grausso and
Catherine Mangan; second row, Dave Allen, Dan Nelson, Jeff Bloch and
Rob Leichner, and third row, D.J. Klimowicz, Nick Fixmer and Chuck
Mathews. Please see a story on Page 14.

Federal Budget Pours $9.9 Million
Into Area Flood Control Measures

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

After a year of debate, $9.9 million
in Federal funds towards a flood con-
trol construction project in parts of
Middlesex and Somerset counties was
okayed by the President and the
United States Congress as part of the
water resources package for the 1999
budget.

It was signed into law on October
7. According to Chairman of the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission Vernon A. Noble, who has
been pursuing the United States Army
Corps of Engineers project to stem
costly and life-threatening flooding
in the Green Brook Basin over the
past 26 years, said in a written state-
ment, �The Commission plans to
celebrate, but not to relax.

�The Commission is never going
to relax until the last piece of the
project is completed along about the
year 2011.�

The Army Corps (New York Dis-
trict) project to control flooding has
three construction phases, including
proposed storm water detention ba-

sins upstream in the Watchung Moun-
tains, which is the final phase. Last
year, some Union County residents
and officials shot down Federal fund-
ing for the basins when they opposed
the use of several acres in the county-
owned Watchung Reservation for the
catch basins.

The $9.9 million will cover work
only for phases one and two, down-
stream.

Frank Meeks, Commission mem-
ber and coordinator of a task force to
find alternative sites for the disputed
detention basins in the so-called
Upper Portion of the plan, said work
would begin in the western end of
Middlesex Borough where houses
would be �floodproofed� by raising
them. A bridge in Bound Brook would
also be raised above flood levels.

The State of New Jersey will ulti-
mately fund one-quarter of the $371
million project, with Federal funds
picking up the other three-quarters.

Mr. Noble said the Army Corps
will now take bids on work for the
project and get the state permits it
needs to being construction by early

next year.
�The work is going to keep getting

harder and harder (for the Commis-
sion.) We want to be number one, of
the Corps of Engineers� projects,�
Mr. Noble stated.

Meanwhile, the Commission�s
Task Force is expected to turn over a
report to the Army Corps by mid-
November that will propose alter-
nate detention basins in Weldon
Materials, Inc., quarry and in the

State Announces Storm Aid
In Amount of $1.3 Million

Acting Governor and State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains last week announced a storm aid package that provides about
$1.3 million to more than a dozen communities in Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties to help pay for clean-up costs.

Senator DiFrancesco said he recognizes that all towns prepare for this
kind of emergency, but few have the financial resources available to easily
absorb the significant expenses generated by such a violent and unexpected
weather event.

�I know the tremendous toll this storm took on so many residents of
Union, Middlesex and Somerset Counties,� said DiFrancesco, a Republi-
can representing the 22nd Legislative District, during a press conference
at the Cranford Municipal Building.

�Many of us experienced the damage and inconvenience first-hand. Not
as publicized, however, is the strain that the response and clean-up effort
took on individual municipalities who spent countless hours and money on
removing debris and controlling traffic,� he continued.

�Property taxpayers in these communities should not be made to pick up
these costs,� the senator added. �In emergency cases like this one, the state

Bus Stop Ordinance is Introduced;
Pending Sidewalk Repairs Discussed

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
addressed a broad range of topics
during last Thursday�s regular meet-
ing, while also recognizing several
organizations and events for their
impact locally or on a national level.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly an-
nounced that the borough had been
approved for $96,500 through the
state Department of Transportation�s
Trust Fund Discretionary Aid Pro-
gram. The funds will help defray
costs involved in the community�s
recovery from the Labor Day storm
which cut a devastating swath
through Union County.

Fanwood was among the towns
hardest hit by the weather emergency,
which toppled numerous trees, dam-
aged homes and cars, and knocked
out power to most of the municipality.

Under other business, an ordinance
was introduced on first reading to
formally designate four bus stops in
each direction along both South and
Midway Avenues, for a total of 16. An
additional stop is earmarked for the
intersection of South Avenue and
Terrill Road. One already exists on
the Plainfield side.

Busses currently stop at various
points along South and Midway, ac-
cording to Fanwood Police Chief
Robert Carboy, who told The Times

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

CONGRATULATIONS�During the October 15 meeting of Fanwood�s gov-
erning body, Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, left, reads a proclamation honoring
the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on its 65th anniversary. Accepting
it on behalf of the organization is Jeanne Pauli. The College Club provides
annual scholarships to local young women who are planning to pursue or are
currently studying for a baccalaureate degree and are in need of financial
assistance.

SP Township Begins Budget Process Puzzle;
Officials Say Celebrate Halloween Next Friday

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

As Scotch Plains Township de-
partment and division heads begin
crunching numbers for next year�s
municipal budget, Municipal Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins told Council
members Tuesday, �It will be a real
challenge.�

Mr. Atkins let the Council know
that cleanup from the Labor Day
storm this September will carry over
into next year, causing a financial
burden.

Labor costs and equipment rental
resulted in a $240,000 emergency
appropriation by the council.

The township got notice last week
that $55,000 in funding from the
state will supplement the township�s
emergency expenses.

In a memo, Mr. Atkins asked town-
ship officials to submit budget re-
quests to him by Monday, November
23. Traditionally, in the township
form of government, the municipal
manager or other administrator pre-

pares an annual budget with input
from departments, which is later re-
viewed and put to a vote by the Coun-
cil. A public hearing on the budget is
held, however in the past, few if any
residents turn out to be part of the
decision-making process on approxi-
mately $16 million worth of munici-
pal spending.

The same Atkins memo states he
will be looking at PBA arbitration,
other labor negotiations, insurance
rates, sewerage system fees and capi-
tal budget projects in addition to the
emergency appropriation when he
formulates the 1999 budget.

The budget year for the township
government runs from January
through the calendar year.

In a different letter to the Council,
Mr. Atkins stated, �Capital budget-
ing challenges will continue to be
great next year and into the twenty-
first century.� Capital projects may
include maintenance and updating
of elements that contribute to the

running of the township, like roads,
sewers systems, public buildings and
computer systems.

For example, the municipality is
currently wading through a $1.7 mil-
lion sewer pumping station upgrade

that should take at least 18 months to
complete.

In other business, the council agreed
to have a another public hearing in
early December on the pending

PARENTS LAMENT STALEMATE�S IMPACT ON MORALE

Teachers� Union Agrees to Work
On Election and Veterans Days
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, the 450-member
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA) put to rest con-
cerns that the union would decide not
to work on Election Day, November
3, and Veterans Day, November 11,
as part of their job action.

SPFEA President Barbara

McGuane revealed, �We will not have
job action on those days. We�re con-
cerned about the continuity of in-
struction. As a show of good faith, we
will come in on those days.�

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye, had indicated that
schools would be closed if union
members exercised their legal right
not to work those two days in Novem-
ber.

�I want to publicly thank Barbara
McGuane, President of the SPFEA,
for putting the instructional needs of
our students first,� said Board of Edu-
cation President August Ruggiero in
response to the news.

�Since schools are already closed
over four days in November, and there
are five days which are shortened
because of parent conferences, I am
grateful that we were not forced to
close schools on Election Day and
Veterans Day,� he added.

�It would have been difficult for
students to receive meaningful in-
struction with additional days off in
November,� continued Mr. Ruggiero.
�This decision by the SPFEA is very
positive for students.�

Spurred by teacherless Back to
School Nights and the threat of addi-

tional days off in November, some
parents in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood launched an effort over the
past two weeks to see the stalemate
between the Board of Education and

Susan M. Dyckman for The Times

WALKING THE LINE...Teachers from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District picketed at district offices over teacher contract negotiations earlier
this month, prior to a Board of Education meeting. Teachers have also picketed
at the high school over the course of the deadlock.

the designated locations will basi-
cally remain the same as the infor-
mal ones under the new ordinance,
though busses are not expected to
stop at all the corners they do now.
The revised stops are expected to

help eliminate parking problems in
the area, Chief Carboy said.

He added that the regulated stops
were determined through a partner-
ship with NJ Transit and will be
marked by identification signs.

Besides the intersection with
Terrill, busses will stop along South
Avenue at Hetfield and Martine Av-
enues, as well as Staggard Place. On
Midway Avenue, busses will stop at
Terrill Road, Martine Avenue, For-
est Road and Shasta Pass, the chief
confirmed.

The governing body also approved
resolutions amending the municipal
budget to reflect a $125,000 match-
ing grant which Fanwood received
from the county under its Project
Pocket Park Program, as well as state
and Federal grant money, totaling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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can and should step in with monetary assistance,� he said.
Working together with the Legislature and the Administration, the

Department of Transportation will be appropriating storm aid funding for
area communities through the Transportation Trust Fund Discretionary
Aid Program administered by Transportation Commissioner John Haley.

Under the funding formula, municipalities with less than $16,000 worth
of storm damage will be reimbursed for 50 percent of the clean-up cost.
Towns which incurred more damage will be awarded an initial $15,000 to
help with expenses, but will be responsible for the next $25,000 before
being eligible for additional state aid equal to half of their remaining costs
up to $100,000.

Westfield will receive $95,000 to help defray storm-related costs of
$200,000. Scotch Plains will receive $55,000 for damage estimated at
$120,000, while Fanwood will receive $96,500 to offset damages of $203,000.

The hardest hit community was Plainfield, which had damages placed
at $457,500. The state will be sending a check to the city in the amount of
$100,000.

�I have always said that state government and local governments were
partners in serving the people of this state,� said Senator DiFrancesco.

�That is why I am so pleased that we have been able to secure funding
and will be able to lift some of the financial burden placed on Cranford and
other municipalities that worked diligently and at great expense to serve
the needs of their storm-ravaged communities,� he added.

Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G) company officials said the
severe thunderstorm caused the worst power outage in PSE&G�s territory
in three decades.

Over 200 primary power lines were downed, with many electrical fires
reported.

Some 100,000 customers of PSE&G in the three-county region lost
electrical power. In some cases, power was out for several days.

Also receiving aid were: County of Union, $100,000; Clark, $69,000;
Cranford, $100,000; Elizabeth, $15,000; Garwood, $6,000; Linden and
Rahway, $70,000 each; Roselle, $82,500; Union and Winfield, $15,000.

Also receiving aid were: Middlesex County, $15,000; Dunellen, $57,500;
Edison, $48,250; Middlesex, $17,500; Woodbridge, $16,000; South
Plainfield, $70,000, and Piscataway, $56,231.

Additional aid was received by: Somerset County, $15,000; Bedminster,
$500; Bridgewater, $17,500; Green Brook, $7,500; Millstone, $300;
Montgomery, $8,000; North Plainfield, $15,000; Raritan, $1,500; South
Bound Brook, $4,500; Watchung, $15,000; Warren, $2,500, and Passaic
County, $3,700.

State Reveals Storm Aid
In Amount of $1.3 Million

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$56,000, which will facilitate auto-
mation of the Fanwood Memorial
Library. The grant money for the
library is administered through the
New Jersey State Library.

Several residents spoke on various
topics during the public portion of
the meeting. David Pickering, Chair-
man of the borough�s Community
Assessment Committee and a former
Councilman, presented a proposal
made earlier by Fanwood Rescue
Squad Captain Sue Davis that tax
breaks be granted to those willing to
volunteer with local emergency ser-
vice units.

Four action groups involving ap-
proximately 35 people were recently
formed by the Assessment Commit-
tee to develop improvement strate-
gies for the borough in the areas of
communications, downtown and
parking, long-range planning and
volunteerism. Mrs. Davis is a mem-
ber of the group on volunteerism.

On another topic, Mr. Pickering
lamented the absence of a debate this
year among the four candidates for
Borough Council. Calling it a �ter-
rible mistake,� he said it was vital for
people �to hear the opinions and
thoughts of everyone who is run-
ning.�

Mayor Connelly, who is herself
challenging Congressman Robert
Franks for the Seventh District seat
this year, expressed support for the
debate format.

Wilfred P. Coronato, one of two
Republican candidates for council
this year, addressed the governing
body concerning sidewalk problems
in the municipality. He asked if a
determination had been made as to
whether the borough or residents
would be responsible for sidewalk
repairs.

Mayor Connelly revealed that a
survey of local sidewalks was 85
percent complete, adding that prob-
lems were being classified according
to severity. She said officials wanted
to analyze existing problems before
deciding how the costs would be
borne.

Officials tabled a vote on adopting
a change to the by-laws of the Mayor
and council until their regular meet-
ing of Thursday, November 12, after
Council President Bruce H. Walsh
expressed reservations concerning
whether the proposed revisions would
fulfill their intended purpose.

Members of the governing body
are expected to discuss the matter,
which revolves around council rep-
resentatives� right to abstain from a
vote, at their next agenda meeting on

Fanwood Council Unveils
Bus Stop Ordinance

Wednesday, November 4.
Councilman Louis C. Jung advised

residents that, contrary to a press
release which appeared in another
area newspaper, there is no charge
for wood chips at the Recycling Cen-
ter on North Avenue.

Wood chips may be picked up be-
tween 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Wednes-
days and Saturdays at the center.
Center personnel will also deliver a
truck load or that approximate
amount to Fanwood residents upon
request, according to Director of Pub-
lic Works Raymond Manfra.

The center currently has an abun-
dance of wood chips generated by
fallen trees from last month�s storm.
Area landscapers are also invited to
take advantage of the offer. Inter-
ested individuals may call Mr. Manfra
at (908) 322-7404 for further infor-
mation.

At the outset of the meeting, the
Mayor revealed that members of a
borough Millennium Committee
would be announced next month.
She also issued seven proclamations.
Three of them decreed October as
National Literacy Month, Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and Na-
tional Arts and Humanities Month.

The other four proclamations rec-
ognized the 65th anniversary of the
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains; the YWCA of Plainfield-
North Plainfield�s �Week Without
Violence� from October 18 to 24;
Fire Prevention Week from October
4 to 10, and November as National
Epilepsy Month in Fanwood.

District Music Programs
Need Funds to Succeed

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Like the music man says, there�s
trouble right here in River City.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district Music Department �is in great
need of supplemental funds to re-
place instruments that are in disre-
pair and purchase basic music educa-
tion materials,� according to Carolyn
Sorge, a member of the newly formed
district-wide Music Boosters Asso-
ciation.

The public schools need pianos,
brass wind instruments and perfor-
mance risers; chorus and instrumen-
tal groups need costumes for perfor-
mances; music instruction rooms
need soundproofing; and stages need
a sound shell.

�If we can�t continue to maintain
or improve the [music department]
program, then through apathy, the
program will suffer and diminish,�
says the SP-F Schools Music Boost-
ers Association President, Dan
Mazzagetti. �And students could find
other ways to spend their Friday and
Saturday evenings, that may not be
so positive,� he added.

That sounds like trouble in River
City.

According to Boosters, alumni,
district-wide supporters and beyond,
have joined together to raise $200,000
for the district music department over
the next two years.

�This [fundraising] is for the dis-
trict, but the need is really at the
younger grades,� Mr. Mazzagetti
claimed. He said the district Boosters
are not part of the high school boost-
ers or other schools� booster groups.

Reportedly, nearly 45 percent of

district students participate in the
school music programs voluntarily.
District Supervisor of Fine Arts
Vincent Turturiello said over one-
half of high school students partici-
pate in some sort of music program.

Fourth grade students start on in-
struments in the program and fifth
graders may join a choir. Middle
school musicians join concert bands
in each of three grades (sixth, sev-
enth and eighth) according to the
Supervisor � who is known to his
students as Mr. �T�. Each of the two
middle schools also has a jazz band
and select wind ensemble.

The district high school also has
three concert bands, two jazz bands �
including the often highlighted
Moonglowers, a marching band, a
clarinet choir, a percussion ensemble
and a brass choir.

�Everybody likes the programs and
it works very well,� Booster
Mazzagetti confirmed.

Evidently, Mr. �T� turned to par-
ents to raise money for district musi-
cians when the department budget
remained unchanged over the last six
or seven years, he said, and student
participation in the programs in-
creased. �We had really no choice,�
he said, but to turn to fundraising.

An information officer for the
district�s Board of Education said
this year�s budget for the music de-
partment, not including teachers�
wages, is $52,000. The district has
10 music teachers, one Booster said.

According to Mr. Mazzagetti, with
nearly 1,000 student musicians in
the district, that is $52 per student.
Not very much, he added.

Mr. �T� said the district buys the
larger � and costly � brass instru-
ments for students to use, such as
trombones, tubas and also percus-
sion instruments.

Choral Director at the high school,
Ms. Laurie Wellman, explained she
has a Concert Choir of 320 students,
one Show Choir and two Select Choirs
of about 60 each. �We do a musical
[play] every year, too,� she said. Last
year, they staged Crazy For You.

There are no string instrument
programs in the district.

So, to kick off the ambitious
fundraising venture Ms. Sorge is co-
chairing a dinner dance at The
Westwood in Garwood on Friday,
November 27. The theme will be
�Celebrate Music, Celebrate Life:
More Than 60 Years of Music in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,� she said.

�We�ve just sent out 500 invita-
tions,� Ms. Sorge said, and hopes
that more alumni and friends will
join in the fun.

Boosters say a golf outing, concert
series and carnival are in the plan-
ning stages for music lovers. Mr.
Mazzagetti said he is spearheading a
�Buy a Note� campaign where do-
nors �buy� a music note engraved
with their name or other dedication.
Donors� �notes� will be mounted on
a wall plaque of wooden music staves
outside the high school auditorium,
where musical performances are of-
ten held.

He said he is also looking for cor-
porate donors who seek a connection
with the community.

Any funds the Boosters raise will
be doled out to the music department
for specific purchases, Mr. Mazzagetti
said. �We are non-profit and we will
have some sort of board,� he added.

Many boosters were student musi-
cians themselves at one time. Mr.
Mazzagetti said he applauds the dis-
cipline, pride and sense of commu-
nity a music programs provides to
students.

Supervisor Turturiello, a 20-year
veteran of the district, concluded, �If
you think about the music program,
it�s there for the community. It�s a
two-way street.�

gorge along New Providence Road in
the Watchung Mountains. The task
force has struggled since January to
find other locations.

Mr. Meeks said the Corps will
analyze the cost and benefits of the
alternate catch basin sites and hold
another public hearing before look-
ing for additional Federal funding
when the basins are ready for con-
struction eight years from now.

According to the Commission,
Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen
from Morristown and area district
Congressman Bob Franks urged the
House Appropriations Committee to
put funding for the flood control
project into the Federal budget.

Reportedly, President Bill Clinton�s
first version of the budget did not
propose any funding for the work.

Funds Directed
At Flood Control
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the SPFEA brought to a close.
Also on Tuesday, 288 letters ad-

dressed to Mrs. McGuane were hand-
delivered to the union office at Park
Middle School. Signed primarily by
parents of schoolchildren, the letter
asked the SPFEA �to pursue the con-
tract dispute with the Board of Edu-
cation away from the schools.�

Signatures on the letters were rep-
resentative of each school in the dis-
trict.

The letter also stated, �Barren

Teachers Agree to Work
On Election, Veterans Days

International Student
Seeks Host Family

Due to special circumstances,
Youth For Understanding (YFU)
needs to find a new host family for
Anar Akperov, a student from
Azerbaijan in the former Soviet
Union, who is studying in the United
States.

According to local YFU represen-
tatives Ellie and Jim Kullman, Anar
is very serious about continuing his
experience in this country. He is on
the varsity soccer team at his current
high school.

He is presently in the United States
through the joint sponsorship of YFU
and the Freedom Support Act (FSA),
according the Kullmans.

Anar has received the Future Lead-
ers Exchange Scholarship, which was
initiated by former Senator Bill Bra-
dley. He requires a new host family
for the remainder of the school year,
through June of 1999.

For further information, please call
the Kullmans at (908) 233-8042 or
YFU�s regional office at 1-800-872-
0200. YFU reported that there are
also a few other students in need of
homes.

walls, picketing teachers, canceled
�Back To School Nights,� and forc-
ing closure of the schools on Election
and Veterans Days are all tactics
which hurt students.

�With these actions, your organi-
zation sends the message to children
that the educational needs of stu-
dents are secondary to the teachers�
fiscal demands,� the letter stated.

When asked to comment on the
letters, Mrs. McGuane said, �It�s re-
ally a form letter. If parents look to
see what�s happening in the class-
room, we�re doing our job and chil-
dren are happy. The only major job
action has been not coming to �Back
to School Night.��

Parents are disappointed by the
pseudo-�Back to School Nights� con-
structed by principals and curricu-
lum supervisors. They regret the lost
opportunity to speak with teachers
and to see and hear them in their
classrooms.

One Coles School parent reported
being �heckled� by picketers, who
mistook her for a teacher or board
member when she arrived early for
the evening program.

The parent said �derisive� com-
ments like �Hey, boss� and �Oh, she�s
probably a new teacher,� were tossed
her way before demonstrators real-
ized they were speaking to a parent.

Mrs. McGuane confirmed that
picketing is structured so that a home
school�s �Back to School Night� is
manned by SPFEA members from
other schools.

Another Coles School parent,
Suzanne Cockrell, found the picket-
ing �offensive.� She said �picketing
on a �Back to School Night� is no way
to enlist parental support. I�m not
very sympathetic at this point.�

In the days preceding Tuesday�s
�Back to School Night,� McGinn
School parents received a double dose
of bad news. Not only would teachers
not be on hand to speak with parents,
�We�ve been told that classrooms
won�t be open,� explained one par-
ent.

When asked why the administra-
tion went ahead with the annual event
despite most teachers� absence, Dr.
Choye responded, �Teachers were
expected to attend �Back to School
Nights.� We appreciate the profes-
sionalism of those who did.

�We have always held �Back to
School Nights� as a way for parents
and teachers to keep lines of commu-
nication open,� Dr. Choye added.
�An alternative program, prepared
by principals and supervisors, was
held in the absence of most of the
teachers in order to keep parents
informed about our curriculum.

�I do need to emphasize that the
teachers continue to do a good job in
the classroom,� she continued.
�Learning is taking place. But evi-
dence shows that when parents and
staff work together, children do bet-
ter.�
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peared before the board to testify on
behalf of the applicant.

Mr. Watson described the site plan
and talked about the tax map show-
ing the zoning line between residen-
tial and industrial areas surrounding
the Mr. Natale�s lot.

�This township intended for this
area to be geared toward industrial;
in fact, township regulation permits
it, we are not breaking any rules,� he
stated.

�However,� Mr. Watson contin-
ued, �having an apartment on the
second floor will temper the effects of
the industrial use of the building.�
He noted that �the only negative ef-
fect I can think of would be traffic due
to the tenant.

�The proposed site improves the
vacant lot and fits into the surround-
ing area of Waldheim Avenue,� he
concluded.

Mr. Dupont responded affirma-
tively when Mr. Rodgers inquired
whether there would be �enough buff-
ering of the abutting property.� Mr.
Dupont added that �we did a Wet-
lands analysis and we found there is
no buffer required by the state.�

When Mr. Rodgers questioned the
engineer about drainage, Mr. Dupont
said, �We did design an underground
seepage pit in the rear parking lot
which meets local ordinance.�

Attorney Michael B. Blacker, rep-
resenting the applicant, told the board
that, �This lot was made non-con-
forming in 1954, from residential to
M-1 industrial.

�The problems associated with
Waldheim Avenue won�t be associ-
ated with my client, Mr. Natale�s
property,� he added.

Mr. Blacker appeared as to why
local residents would be objection-
able to a residential apartment.

�I fully understand the concerns of
the Concord Row residents,� said
Vice Chairman Thomas Barth. �How-
ever, this was an M-1 zone before
their homes were built; the noise and
disturbances are unfortunate.

�As a plumber, this applicant will
not generate disturbances as much as,
say, a landscaper or concrete contrac-
tor,� Mr. Barth continued. �I also feel
an apartment will decrease, not con-
tribute, to the problems on Waldheim.�

Adjustment Board Okays
Waldheim Ave. Building

Added board member James
Fawcett, �It seems that what is in
question here are the problems on
Waldheim Avenue, and perhaps Mr.
Natale is a scapegoat.

�I encourage Concord residents to
focus on the operators who are using
heavy machinery, etc. on Waldheim
Avenue,� he remarked.

�The bottom line is that the appli-
cant is requesting a variance to build
on a pre-existing undersized lot,� he
observed. �Something is going to go
in there, it may as well be this.�

Fellow board member Thomas
Perrucci commented, �Obviously, Mr.
Natale has complied with the board.
Waldheim Avenue has always been a
sore spot. Also, I think the apartment
is a plus, but there needs to be ad-
equate buffering on the site.�

Board members collectively deter-
mined that an apartment on the sec-
ond floor will soften the overall in-
dustrial impact on the lot. However,
several conditions will need to be met
by the applicant.

There must be an immediate
cleanup of debris on the site, and the
applicant must immediately revoke
use of the property by A-1 Trees
Service, the board decreed.

In addition, no outside storage
whatsoever will be permitted, and
any outdoor lighting will have to be
properly shielded so as not to intrude
on neighboring residents.

The board conditioned for a mo-
tion sensor on the outdoor lights,
since the hours during which they
will be lit remained questionable.
The applicant is also to provide a six-
foot, board-on-board fence as a buffer
in the rear of the site. In addition, any
vehicles must be parked inside the
building�s garage.

Finally, the board mandated that
there shall be no other activities or
other uses on the site other than what
it was intended for.

Under other business, the board
unanimously denied a temporary
operating permit which had been re-
quested by applicants Kim Ruesta
and Ronald and Oscar Chacon of 201
Union Avenue.

The applicants planned to operate
a used car lot on Route No. 22. Sev-
eral board members seemed ill at
ease with the trio�s lack of experience
and knowledge of the market, and
because they did not have a site plan
to present to the board.

�Route 22 is the gateway to Scotch
Plains,� stated Mr. Fawcett. �We
would like to see more of an enhance-
ment to that part of Route 22.�

The board showed concern with
the applicants� lack of clarity as to
how the property would be used.

Mr. Barth stated, �This applica-
tion is for a temporary operating
permit; what happens if you find a
new property if this business is suc-
cessful? The board has no control
over what happens to that lot.�

The board was not alone in its oppo-
sition to this application. A number of
disgruntled local residents turned out
to voice disapproval of the proposal,
which would bring another business
to already heavily-traveled highway.

Complaints were primarily based
on concerns over tangled traffic on
Route No. 22, the potential impact on
surrounding homeowners, child
safety, noise and exhaust pollution.

In other business, James and Janet
Walsh of 2030 Winding Brook Way
requested a temporary operating per-
mit to erect a temporary luxury trailer
in front of their home.

Mr. and Mrs. Walsh said they were
in the process of adding a second
floor to their home, but that the dev-
astating Labor Day storm caused se-
rious damage to the portion of the
residence being renovated.

Work to reconstruct that section
has begun, and the couple plan to live
in the trailer while the project is
being completed.

The board approved a temporary oper-
ating permit for the trailer up to Thurs-
day, December 31, in order for the Walshes
to have temporary living quarters.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
• A tail lens was broken sometime

during the night on a vehicle parked on
Bonus Hill Road.

• Police received a report that two
men shoplifted miscellaneous items from
a Westfield Avenue convenience store
and fled the establishment when the
store manager confronted them.

• A Farley Avenue resident reported
a front yard fence and several lawn
ornaments were thrown about the prop-
erty.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
• A Park Avenue business reported a

burglary had occurred some time during
the night. Entry was gained by prying
open a rear door, police said. An undeter-
mined amount of cash was taken.

• A money bag containing approxi-
mately $3,500 in cash and checks was
taken from an unlocked vehicle that was
parked on East Second Street, authori-
ties said. The incident occurred some
time during the night.

• A contractor reported that a cellular
telephone was taken from a job site on
Westfield Avenue.

• A cellular telephone was reported
stolen from an unlocked car parked on a
Route No. 22 lot.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
• A cellular telephone was reported

stolen from an unlocked car parked on
Church Street.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
• Howard F. Fish, 40, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated pursuant to a motor
vehicle accident at Terrill and Raritan
Roads, according to police. There were
no reported injuries.

• Jahmal R. Rogers, 21, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana on East Second Street pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop, authorities said.

• A pocketbook and personal items
were reported stolen from a vehicle parked
at a night club on Terrill Road.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
• A resident on the 1500 block of East

Second Street reported that his vehicle
was scratched during the night.

• A resident of Coles Avenue reported
that someone had scratched his vehicle.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
• Several cars were damaged by being

jumped on and the windows broken out at
a Terrill Road night club, authorities said.

• A business was burglarized in the
1800 block of East Second Street and
cash reported missing, according to po-
lice. There was no sign of forced entry.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
• Luis Chaves, 44, of Cliffside Park

was arrested and charged with driving
while under the influence of alcohol after
a motor vehicle stop on Route No. 22,
police confirmed.

Comcast Cablevision contract for ser-
vice to residents in the township.
Earlier this year, the Council asked
residents in a mailed survey to rate
the current cable service, also with
Comcast. Reportedly, no major
changes were considered.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., has repeatedly indi-
cated that the township franchise
renewal with Comcast will not be
exclusive. In that way, potential tech-
nological developments by compa-
nies other than Comcast will not be
precluded from moving into the arena.

It is thought the council is looking
for a contract of less than 10 years
and maybe as few as 5 years. The two
previous contracts were 10 years each,
officials said.

On a separate matter, the Down-
town Task Force recommended that
the Council seal the wood of the
newly constructed gazebo on the Vil-
lage Green in the downtown, before
winter weather hits. Officials sug-
gested the township hire an outside
firm to finish it, since the Depart-
ment of Public Works will be occu-
pied with leaf collection and disposal
in the coming weeks.

Councilman Martin Marks, who is
Council liaison to the task force, said
it was possible to remove a front gate
of the gazebo and replaced with a
platform that extends beyond the
cover, during special events.

The Council agreed to accept 14

Township Begins Process
For Municipal Budget
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planters from the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association in
March, when they could be planted.

Councilman Marks also said the
task force will be looking to replace
member Art Grisi, who recently re-
signed from it. Mr. Grisi was active
with the task force during the pro-
posed addition of the name Centre
Boulevard to the one roadway known
as Westfield Avenue, East Second
Street and Plainfield Avenue, which
was hotly disputed and defeated by
residents.

The task force attempted to gener-
ate interest and business in the down-
town with some of its proposals.

The Council agreed, on a different
matter, to strike another lease deal
with Jerseyland Community Center
along Jerusalem Road in the town-
ship for a spot to dump leaves for
compost. The latest lease will be for
two years instead of three, at $19,000-
a-year. Previously, the lease was a
three-year deal for $18,500 annually,
according to officials, and six years
prior to that.

Last week, Mayor Joan Papen told
residents that Scotch Plains will have
a Halloween parade on Thursday,
October 29. Fanwood will hold a
similar event on Friday, October 30.
She said officials of both municipali-
ties agreed to encourage �trick or
treat� canvassing on Friday, rather
than Saturday night, for safety rea-
sons related to traffic.

Daylight Savings Time Ends
2 a.m. on Sunday, October 25

FALL BACK!
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