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STANDING FIRM....Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council Republican
Council candidate Tom Cusimano is shown here in Tamaques Park in
Westfield. Mr. Cusimano has come out against a plan to build additional
parking lots at the park.

Tom Cusimano Opposed
To New Lots at Tamaques

Councilman Walsh Urges
Campaign Code of Ethics

John J. Walsh

WESTFIELD � Fourth Ward Re-
publican candidate for the Westfield
Town Council Candidate, Tom
Cusimano, said he feels that there is
a marked increase in town-wide ac-
tivities at Tamaques Park that has
caused increased traffic in the Fourth
Ward.

�I have, and will continue, to be
very active in Westfield athletic pro-
grams such as soccer, softball and
baseball,� said Mr. Cusimano, cur-
rently a Commissioner on the West-
field Recreation Commission.

�Thus, I am very aware that
Tamaques Park is the center for many
town-wide athletic and special events.
During my door-to-door campaign,
many residents in- the Tamaques Park
area (Village Green, New England
Drive, Seward Street, Dickson Drive)
have expressed to me their concern
as to the increased activity at
Tamaques Park.

�This increased activity results in
a heavy increase in traffic in and
around the park area. In addition, the
New England Village Association
and residents near the park have
expressed their concern as to the
proposed increase in parking spaces
at Tamaques Park. In fact, they at-

tended a recent Recreation Commis-
sion Meeting to personally express
their views.

�I support their position and I voted
against the expanded parking pro-
posal at this meeting,� Mr. Cusimano
stated.

The candidate noted that Tamaques
Park attracts many out-of-town visi-
tors and users, and some of the in-
creased activity can be traced to these
sources. The increase in number of
special races and events at the park
also causes nearby residents to expe-
rience more traffic, pollution and
litter.

The Fourth Ward is the home of
the Conservation Center and the town
swimming pool which causes heavier
traffic, Mr. Cusimano noted.

�I fully support the many excellent
athletic programs in the town. I feel
it is time to revisit the possibility of
utilizing more of Westfield�s avail-
able park area for active sports pro-
grams, thus, alleviating and reduc-
ing the activity and increased traffic
at Tamaques Park.

�If elected to Town Council, I in-
tend to pursue and actively resolve
this problem,� Mr. Cusimano con-
cluded.

WESTFIELD � Westfield Third
Ward Democratic Councilman John
J. Walsh reacted this week to the
recent polling controversy by sug-
gesting that Westfield be in the fore-
front of a new era of campaign poli-
tics.

Councilman Walsh proposed that
a committee be formed to create a
non-binding ethical code to which
candidates would voluntarily adhere
and which avoids the negativism of
modern politics.

�I definitely agree with everyone
who has said the polling question
about a candidate�s spouse is way out
of bounds,� Mr. Walsh remarked.
�Equally, I understand, but do not
agree with, the rationale behind the
question: the Mayor�s campaign was
looking to counter anticipated Re-
publican negative materials which
are always dropped on doorsteps at
the last minute, affect the election
and then are quickly forgotten after
the election.

�The perception on the Democratic
side is that the Republicans always
seem to get the last punch under the
belt without anybody looking,� said
Councilman Walsh.

This does not excuse retaliation by
the Democrats, according to Mr.
Walsh, who believes that the creation
of a voluntary code of ethics would
break the �dysfunctional chain of
retaliation� that seems to escalate
each election.

Councilman Walsh said the cam-
paign code of ethics should invite
each candidate to pledge that the
candidate will neither cause nor al-
low any communication with which
his or her name is associated to be
disseminated which in any way at-
tacks or criticizes the character, be-
liefs or actions of any other candidate
or anyone affiliated with the candi-
date, including wife and family.

Under Councilman Walsh�s pro-
posal, the candidate would further
pledge only to propose positive ideas,
beliefs and proposals which suggest
that he or she is the superior candi-
date and to avoid statements which
suggest that the opponent is an infe-
rior candidate.

He said he recognizes that such a
code would, in certain instances, limit

legitimate debate that may benefit
the town by bringing to light certain
harmful practices that should be
eliminated.

�The most recent example I can
think of is the politics regarding the
placement of town�s insurance.
There have been several instances
in which allegations that improper
influences were at work with the
placement.

�The town needs to hear about
such practices, even though such dis-
cussion could be characterized as
negative campaigning. The challenge
in creating such an ethical code is to
segregate the relevant issues from
the irrelevant issues and leave the
irrelevant ones in the Pandora�s box
where they belong,� said Mr. Walsh,
who is seeking a second term on the
council.

Councilman Walsh does not be-
lieve that polling is inherently harm-
ful. He pointed out that in a recent
poll taken by the Mayor�s campaign,
83 percent of Westfield believes that
the town is moving in the right direc-
tion.

�That finding greatly supports all
that we have been doing,� Mr. Walsh
commented.

�Credit has to go to Democrats and
Republicans alike in getting such a
consensus, but in sharing such credit,
the Republicans have to admit that
such a result occurred during the
tenure of a Democratic Mayor,� he
concluded.

that by comparison, the deficit is not
that bad. Runnells policy is not to turn
down anyone into its facility for care.

The Freeholders said in a joint state-
ment that their goal is �quality of care
and the high level of care provided to
residents.�

Freeholder Democrats fear that
since Runnells sits on 45 acres of
prime real estate that it could be at-
tractive to potential developers in ad-
dition to its ideal location to Route 78.

Mr. Sullivan stressed that the qual-
ity of patient care at Runnells has
always been the focal point for its
county residents since they are the
�frailest part of our community.�

�Our concern is to provide quality
care for Union County senior resi-
dents who have already contributed to
society and now need our help,� said
Mr. Sullivan.

Runnells was noted by another panel
speaker as the �working class hospi-
tal.� Runnells has been county run
since 1912 and has a doctor on-call
24-hours-a-day and seven-days-a-
week and two registered nurses. In
addition there are countless numbers
of volunteers who contribute daily to
the hospital needs and their patients.

�At times when everything is clos-
ing down, being compassionate is
what we are about and reducing defi-
cit and managing county business,�
said Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.

Privatization of Runnells could
mean negligent care on senior citi-
zens and �they are the frailest part of
the county,� he added.

INCUMBENTS RESPOND TO GOP REPORT

Democrats Say They
Have No Plans to Sell

Runnells Spec. Hospital
By SONIA OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan and Freeholders Mary P.
Rutolo and Lewis Mingo, Jr., this
week responded to criticisms from
their Republican opponents in the
upcoming election over the debt in-
curred by the county for the operation
of Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights.

The Democratic Freeholders ad-
dressed the recent reports by their
Republican opponents of �draining
county tax-dollars� during their press
conference held Tuesday at the hospi-
tal.

Freeholder Sullivan announced that
as long as the Democrats control the
board, they have no intentions of sell-
ing the hospital as proposed by oppo-
nents � Juan Fernandez, George Gore
and Andrew MacDonald.

Mr. Sullivan also commented that
this was �a war on seniors by privatiz-
ing Runnells.�

Freeholder Sullivan also added that
the Republican account of a �$7 mil-
lion and $12 million� deficit at
Runnells is inaccurate. According to
the Freeholders, Runnells has been
managed fiscally sound.

�Runnells Hospital has an operat-
ing budget of nearly $26 million, with
revenues totaling nearly $25 million,
creating an operating deficit of slightly
more than $1 million,� Freeholder
Sullivan explained.

Mr. Sullivan further commented

REACHING THE COMMUNITY�Mountainside Republican candidates for
council, Glenn Mortimer, left, and Werner Schon, right, are shown visiting with
Kim Hain and her sons.
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ployed to help pay their taxes in their
retirement years.

The three-term Congressman, who
is being challenged by Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly in his
reelection bid this year, said the goal
of the legislation is to allow seniors
to stay in their homes after retire-
ment, instead of being forced to move
because they cannot afford to pay
their property taxes.

�Living in an area where home
prices are exorbitant, the property
tax burden can be greater than many
seniors can bear � even if they have
paid off their mortgage and own their
house free and clear,� Congressman
Franks explained.

To be eligible to deduct property
taxes, a senior would have to be at
least 65. Also, only taxes on a prin-
cipal residence could be deducted.

As an example, a senior with an
income of either $20,000 or $30,000
and $3,000 in property taxes could
save $450 in federal income taxes.

The Senior Property Tax IRA
would enable individuals at any age
to deposit up to $2,000 a year, or
$4,000 for a couple, into a tax-free
account to be used solely for future
property taxes.

Starting at age 59½, a senior could
begin withdrawing the money, tax
free, to pay their property taxes.

�This legislation would allow
homeowners � at any stage of their
lives � to set aside a property tax
payment nest egg for their retire-
ment years,� said Congressman
Franks.

In her proposal back in 1994, when
she first ran for Town Council, Mrs.
Vernick offered a four-part plan to
help seniors with property taxes.

Plan A was an insured annuity
type that would cover the annual
increase in property taxes for a se-
lected term of five or more years
beyond the age of 65. Plan B�s fund
would have paid the total tax for the
term of the plan, while Plan C was
for a single payment as part of the
other two plans.

The fourth part of the Westfield
Cares Plan called for a 10 percent
reduction of the increase in property
taxes for all residents age 65 to 74.
In order to make up for the reduc-
tion in tax ratables generated by
seniors, the plan would have re-
sulted in non-seniors paying an av-
erage increase of $17 in Westfield
property tax bills.

Mrs. Vernick said she met with
hundreds of seniors in 1994 who
expressed a common theme that they
were being forced out of their homes
because of high taxes.

�It was heartbreaking, and I knew
that something had to be done to
address this long-standing problem,�
she remarked. �Many retirement in-
comes are not large enough to pay for
living in towns like Westfield and
long-term residents are forced to
leave,� Mrs. Vernick added.

�Westfield suffers when this hap-
pens,� she continued during the press
conference, which was held at the
Westfield Municipal Building. �We
lose one of our greatest assets, the
diversity of age groups, which is part
of what makes Westfield a great place
to live.�

Congressman Franks said his leg-
islation �goes further than any bill on
the Federal level to provide relief for
the 580,000 senior homeowners in
New Jersey.�

He said the state and Federal gov-
ernments can help lessen the burden
on local property taxes by funding
mandated programs they put on mu-
nicipalities.

Mr. Franks noted that in 1980 he
introduced the version of the �State
Mandate, State Pay Concept� which
only recently has been signed into
law. He also referred to a commission
established by Governor Christine
Todd Whitman to look at the prop-
erty tax situation in New Jersey.

Among the suggestions contained
in the commission�s report was shared
municipal services and other forms
of consolidating government services.

In attendance at the press confer-
ence were several senior citizens, all
of whom indicated they felt the legis-
lation was more geared to younger
people than senior citizens already
on fixed incomes.

�I don�t think it (the legislation)
goes far enough,� said Doris Will-
iams, a former 32-year Westfield resi-
dent forced to move to North Caro-
lina due to spiraling property taxes in
Westfield.

�I don�t think it�s going to do much
for senior citizens; I�m talking about
senior seniors, not 60 to 65; I�m
talking about 70 and over,� she said.
�They�ve already paid their dues.
They�ve paid taxes in this town for
ever and ever and they are not getting
any break at all,� Mrs. Williams ob-
served.

Meanwhile, her friend Edith
Keough, a 44-year town resident who
lives on Westbrook Road, said the
proposed legislation is a �wonderful
way� for younger generations to put
away money for taxes in years to
come. However, she said it has little
impact on today�s seniors.

Mrs. Williams noted that she raised
a family in town only to discover her
adult children cannot afford to buy a
house and pay taxes in Westfield.

Bill Brown of Hort Street, a 46-
year resident, reiterated the senti-
ments of the other seniors in stat-
ing the legislation helps younger
people.

�For senior citizens, what the hell
good is it going to do them? They
don�t have the money now. They�re
not working. They can�t put the few
thousand (dollars) away in advance.
It�s impossible,� he said.

Sixty-year plus resident Owen
McWilliams, a one-time resident of
Hort Street now living on Westbrook
Road, said he does not believe the
Federal government has much con-
trol or, for that matter, cares about
lowering property taxes.

He said this action must be taken at
the local government level.

Mrs. Vernick said that, �It took
this many years, but many different
groups, companies and universities
that Bob Franks and his staff and
myself have spoken with feel that
this plan should be very well re-
ceived.�

Congressman Franks said he hopes
the legislation will be passed in the
next session of Congress.


