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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

560 Springfield Ave., Suite F � Westfield � (908) 232-6300 � E-Mail: dweeks560@aol.com

Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising.

See us on the Web
http://westfieldnj.com/barrett&crain

JONES RUSHES 213 YARDS AND SCORES TWO TD�S

Raiders Win Home Opener;
Shutout the Cougars, 18-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougars are fast, but they could
not keep up with �the Jones� as jun-
ior Nathan Jones dashed for 213 yards
and found pay dirt twice as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team won its home opener over
Cranford High School, 18-0, on Oc-
tober 10. The brand new scoreboard
flashed delightful numbers to the
Raider fans.

Senior quarterback Joe Franzone
relied on the speed of Jones, the
leaping ability and reliable hands of
receiver Matt McCarthy and the brute
strength of fullback La�Marr
McDaniel to help the Raiders grind
their way down field throughout the
first three quarters.

Both teams� offenses sputtered in
the first quarter and were unable to
score. The big Raider line of Jim
Feeley, Dan Loomis and Ron Jenerette
along with the hard hitting of line-
backers Scott Paterson and Franzone
nearly held the Cougars� offense
motionless.

Later, Jones struck in a flash,
dazzled the Cougars with his re-
markable speed and sped 39 yards

for a touchdown to put the Raiders
ahead, 6-0, with 6:27 left in the
second quarter. The extra point at-
tempt failed.

Franzone continued to use the dan-
gerous Jones to keep the Cougars on
edge. Stage two was set. From the
Cougar 37, Franzone rolled left and
found McCarthy cutting to his left.
McCarthy snagged the pass and flew
across the goal line to increase the
Raiders lead to 12-0 with 3:50 left of
the half. Another extra point at-
tempt failed.

After a bit of an offensive stale-
mate in the first portion of the third
quarter, the Raiders had possession
at their own 29. Franzone handed off
to Jones. Jones quickly found an open-
ing on the left side, then blazed 71
yards down the sideline for the touch-
down, increasing the lead to 18-0
with 6:06 remaining in the quarter.
Franzone attempted to run for the
two-point conversion, but he was
dropped at the two.

Cougar Rob Verhoeven�s kickoff
return was squashed at the 24 by
Raider sophomore Gary Cousar. From
there, the Cougars launched an offen-
sive. On first down, quarterback Mike

Carbone passed complete to Dan Daly
at the 33 where he was stopped by
Mike Grabel. Verhoeven carried to
the 45 for a first down. Next, a pass
interference call gave the Cougars a
first down at the Raider 40.

The offensive ran into deep trouble
on the next two plays. First, Feeley
and Franzone crunched Verhoeven
at the line of scrimmage, then
Carbone was blasted at the 39 where
Jones recovered the fumble.

Later, Jones carried 12 yards to the
Cranford 39 for a first down. Next,
McDaniel blasted his way to the 29.
As the fourth quarter began, Franzone
was sacked for a 14-yard loss on
fourth down and the Cougars took
over possession.

A pitchout to Verhoven resulted in
a huge gain to the Raider 32 where he
was knocked out of bounds by
McCarthy. Carbone rolled right on a
keeper and was thumped by Franzone
who jarred the ball loose. Franzone
recovered the ball on the 22.

The Raiders got into some trouble
and found themselves in a third-and-
many situation at the 14, but Franzone
pulled back as if to pass, then handed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

MOSER TIES IT ON PENALTY KICK, FERRARA WINS IT

Raiders Pass Their First Test;
Defeat Chatham in OT, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement and fury of a top-
notched high school soccer game
existed throughout the game be-
tween the highly regarded Chatham
High School boys soccer team and
the second-ranked Raiders; how-
ever, the Raiders displayed their
true championship posture when
they pulled off a dramatic come-
from-behind victory in Scotch
Plains on October 10. With time
running out, senior Todd Moser
scored on a penalty kick to send the
game into overtime, then junior
Eugene Ferrara zapped in two goals
to give the Raiders a 4-3 victory.

The Raiders scored first when
Mike Zotti took a pass from Dave
Sigmon and popped it into the net
about five minutes into the game.
Jeff Fiorino set up the pass to Sigmon.
Later in the half, Chatham came
back to tie the score when Ryan
Cesnick hit pay dirt.

�Fiorino played off to Sigmon who
fed Zotti,� stated Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky. �Then, he tucked it
into the far post.�

With 24:43 left in the game, the
Cougars got a penalty kick from the
right side. The Raiders formed a five-
man wall and successfully blocked
the kick. Minutes later, Chatham put
more pressure on the Raider goal and
Moser rose to the occasion and headed
the ball away.

Still on the attack, the Cougars
took another shot at the goal. This
time, Drew Kim drilled a shot into
the Raider net to give the Cougars a
2-1 lead with 21:34 remaining in
regulation.

Realizing their deficit, the Raiders
turned on a furious offensive. Zotti
took a shot from the right side. Cougar
goalie R. J. Marvinney blocked it.
Moser zipped a shot at the net.
Marvinney blocked it. Zotti just missed
with a header. The Cougar fullbacks
were very busy but managed to pre-

vent the Raiders from scoring.
Time was running out but

Marvinney continued to get right
into the thick of the battle and reject
the Raider shots. Ferrara just missed
with a hooking shot from the right
side. With slightly over 5:00 remain-
ing, Jeff Fiorino took a direct kick,
but Marvinney jumped into the crowd
and knocked the ball away.

�He�s a quality goalie,� said
Breznitsky of Marvinney. �He has
been around for a while, but if you put
the balls in right, there is no one who
will stop them.�

The Raiders continued their inces-
sant assault near the Cougars� den.
Finally, with just 1:28 left in regula-
tion, a Cougar�s claw batted the ball
and the Raiders were awarded a di-
rect kick from about 25 yards out on
the right portion of the field. Moser
hooked a perfect shot from right-to-
left into the net to tie the score and
put the game into overtime.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

DEFENSE BAILS OUT WESTFIELD IN WET RAHWAY

Blue Devils Avert Disaster;
Take Out the Indians, 16-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A sluggish beginning and two
major miscues in the first half nearly
cost Westfield the game; however,
solid defensive play throughout the
game allowed the Blue Devils to shed
a 9-7, first-half deficit to come from
behind and defeat the Indians on a
soggy Rahway field on October 10.
The stubborn Blue Devil defense
minimized an Indian scoring effort
late in the second quarter and stopped
another one in the waning seconds of
the game.

In their usual fashion, the Blue
Devils won the toss and deferred to
the Indians who elected to receive.
After the Blue Devils were penalized
five yards for being off side on the
kickoff, Doerr�s kick bounced into
the hands of Indian Brandon Tho-
mas at the 18. From there, Thomas
hooked around the left side and car-
ried the ball to the Westfield 40, but
there was a holding penalty against
the Indians on the play. The ball was
returned to the 18.

The Blue Devil line crushed any
running attempts the Indians could
dish out. A good punt rolled dead at
the Westfield 47. An unnecessary
roughness call on the Indians moved
the ball to the Rahway 35-yard line.
On the very next play, Blue Devil
quarterback Brandon Doerr rolled to
his left and found split end Jason
Merritt open. Merritt dashed into the
end zone, then Doerr kicked the ex-
tra point to give Westfield a 7-0 lead
with 8:03 left in the first quarter.

After Doerr�s kickoff rolled out of
bounds, the Indians got a first-and-
ten at the 35. Matt Krug, Todd
Dowling, Merritt and Lamont Turner
gang tackled halfback Lavarr Tulloch
for no gain on the first attempt. On
second down, Tulloch slit left for a
five-yard gain. On third down, quar-
terback Thomas hit receiver Jason
Goodpaster for a first down at the
Westfield 48.

Moments later, on third-and-two,
Thomas bashed to the 38 for another
first down. The Indians advanced to
the Blue Devil 30, then Turner inter-
cepted a pass at the three to give the

Blue Devils possession.
Fullback Tom Lee got the Blue

Devils a first down at the 13. Runs by
Lee and Dowling and an off sides
penalty gave the Blue Devils another
first down at the 25. Later, Turner
rolled right for a 16-yard gain to the
Westfield 48. Moments later, the Blue
Devils seemed to be on a roll and had
a second-and-one at the Indians� 43.
Misfortune struck. A pass attempt by

Doerr was fired into the outstretched
hand of Rahway lineman Jon Garay
at the Rahway 48. From there, Garay
rumbled 52 yards for the touchdown.
The Indians� two-point conversion
attempt failed and the scored nar- CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Special Football
*Announcement:*

The football game between West-
field High School and Malcolm
X. Shabazz has been rescheduled
to Friday night, October 16 at 7
p.m. The game will be played at
Untermann Field in Newark. Sup-
port the fine Blue Devil Team!

CARAVELLOS� AND JULIE ELMUCCIO DOMINATE

Blue Devil Gymnasts Tame
Cougar Girls, 97.25-65.45
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
gymnastics team continued its domi-
nance of Union County rivals by si-
lencing the Cougars, 97.25-65.45, in
Cranford on October 8. Freshman
Lauren Caravello captured the all
around with a total of 33.85.

Lauren Caravello placed first on
the uneven bars with a score of 8.6
where she performed a stunning
hip-to-hand stand on the low bar of
the unevens. In addition, she per-
formed her usual barrage of kip-
ups, hip circles and an uprise ma-
neuver. Caravello placed second in
the vaulting with a score of 8.55,
using a half-on, full off, twisting
handstand maneuver.

On the balance beam, Lauren
Caravello placed second with a total
of 8.0 while making good use of
several back handsprings, scales,
cartwheels and difficult spins. She
also placed third in the floor exer-
cises with a mark of 8.7.

Jessica Caravello took top honors
on the balance beam with an 8.8 and
in the vault with an 8.65. Jessica
performed the same vault as her sis-
ter but managed to stick the landing
just a little better. She had a solid
routine on the beam, using her shoul-
der stand mount from the side of the
beam, showing her flexibility with
her patented �scorpion� and perform-
ing spectacular split-leaps. Jessica
also had a great routine on the floor

exercises, placing second with a 9.1
score. Her stunning back arch (touch-
hands-to-floor) finale highlighted her
incredible flexibility.

�She (Jessica) has very high split
leaps on the beam and her finale on

the floor exercises looks very good,�
pointed out Blue Devil head coach
Ellen Kovac.

Performing in only one event, se-
nior Julie Elmuccio did what she
always does best. Win! Elmuccio dis-
played poise, power and competence
to ace the floor exercises with a 9.25.

�Julie is very, very high on her
back layouts,� stated Kovac. �She
has great elevation and is very
elegant in her routine.�

Senior Amy Seligman had a fine
routine on the uneven bars, plac-

ing second with a 7.55. Seligman
made good use of her kip-ups, hip
circles and finished well with a
flyaway dismount. Senior Allison
Checchio placed third on the
unevens with a 6.25.

�Amy is very dependable on the
bars and beam. You can always count
on her to perform well. And the same
can be said of Allison. She�s reliable
and always contributes to the team,�
commented Kovac.

Freshman Sarah Burke placed third
in the vault with a score of 7.65.
Burke displayed very nice lift in per-
forming her front handspring. Burke
also competed on the unevens.

�Sarah has good air time and lift
on the vault,� stated Kovac.

Senior Sarah Nackson scored a
7.05 on the vault, using a fine front
handspring. Nackson also performed
on the balance beam. Allison Greene
totaled 6.15 on the beam and Tamara
Yellin scored a 6.0 on the floor. Megan
Brown did well in the vaulting.

�I�m very pleased with their per-
formances,� claimed Kovac. �It�s a
very large team. They understand
that there will be meets where most
of them will be used and they also
understand that there will be a few
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rowed to 7-6 with 8:27 remaining in
the half.

�It was a big debacle of a play,�
stated Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina. �It was the pass play where
(Gabe) Perez goes deep and Turner
cuts across the middle. There was
confusion, some people thought that
there was a whistle and basically, our
players just stood still when the pass
was thrown.�

Turner picked up the kickoff at the
19 and returned it to the 38, but a
holding penalty brought the ball back
to the 23. A seven yard gain by
Turner and a great second effort by

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIT ON THE RECEPTION�Raider Matt McCarthy, No.
18, nails Cougar receiver Dan Daly, No. 7, as he receives
the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THROUGH�Raider La�Marr McDaniel, No.
30, breaks into the open field and Scott Paterson, No. 54,
nails a Cougar.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A HOST OF BLUE DEVILS�Lamont Turner, with football, rolls for a gain as
Todd Dowling, No. 44, Rob Albino, No. 53, and several other Blue Devils loosen
up the Indian defense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING OUT FOR INDIANS�Blue Devil Chris Giacone, No. 3, watches
for potential Indian tacklers as he attempts to make a gain early in the first
quarter. The Blue Devils held off the Indians, 16-9, in Rahway.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRACTICING A �V� SEAT�Blue Devil gymnast Sarah Nackson holds a �V�
seat on the balance beam prior to the meet with the Cougars in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR A STRIKE�Raider striker Hana Pardon, No. 8, looks for an
opportunity to maneuver her way around a Tiger during the game with Linden
in Scotch Plains. The Raiders won, 6-0.


