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UNICEF WINS...McKinley School fifth grade teacher, Mary Dailey, pictured
right, and Mae Goldweitz, Business Development Officer for The Town Bank of
Westfield presented a $1,000 UNICEF check to Charles Hansen, Principal of
McKinley School last Friday. Also pictured, left to right, are: middle row, Gill
Chapman, Steven Bigelow and Keith Hurtt, and front row, Madison Mone,
Chiara Sabino and Erin Beck. Please see a story on Page 3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

NEW YORK JETS HIGH SCHOOL COACH OF THE WEEK�Westfield High School football Head Coach Ed
Tranchina smiles after having been selected as the New York Jets� High School Coach of the Week (November 1-7) after
the Blue Devils destroyed the eighth-ranked Union High School team, 29-10, on October 31. Westfield has qualified for
the sectional playoffs for the first time since 1981 and will host West Morris on November 14 at 1:30. Please see a story
on Page 13.

Hi�s Eye Co-Adviser
Leads Uncensored

High School Newspaper
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Hi�s Eye, a revolutionary and un-
censored newspaper with a history of
approximately 60 years, is the pride
of Westfield High School, and its Co-
Adviser, Charlotte Faltermeyer (Doll-
ing) reflects that esteem through the
training of a diligent staff of stu-
dents.

Before a recent editorial meeting,
12 lively senior students gathered to
review their upcoming issue which
was to include features on everything
from vampires to Councilwoman Gail
S. Vernick.

Caitlin Nish, who serves as tri-
editor of the Hi�s Eye, along with
Sara Carpenter and Becky Matro,
battled a cold while calling staff writ-
ers to confirm deadlines, trying to
put all of the week�s stories into
place.

�I feel very trusted and I trust the
kids,� observed Ms. Faltermeyer, who
serves as Co-Adviser along with Louis
Nappen.

She explained that an estimated 30
senior students comprise the highly-
energized Hi�s Eye think tank.

She said the format of the paper
includes a first page for news stories;
a second page of opinion editorial
pieces; a third page that spotlights
features such as music and dance
club reviews and a fourth page of
sports stories.

A four page arts and entertainment
section entitled, Iris, is also included
as a monthly supplement.

�When it�s pertinent,� Ms.
Faltermeyer noted, the staff will cover
issues such as the $11.7 million bond
referendum proposed by the Westfield
Board of Education; budget matters;
and improvements in the schools.

She explained that it costs between

$20,000 and $25,000 a year to pro-
duce Hi�s Eye. The newspaper is
student-run and financially indepen-
dent, she noted.

The paper received over $13,000
in funding from The Westfield Foun-
dation last May; $9,000 was raised
from advertisers and $10,000 is ob-
tained from subscriptions and spon-
sorships. Families may sponsor an
issue of the Hi�s Eye for $15.

Rake-a-Rama, Hi�s Eye�s only
fundraiser, has occurred for six years.
Students form rake teams and visit
nine vicinities in town to distribute

School Officials Lobby Position in Support
Of $11.7 Mil Referendum to Build Classrooms

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor�s Note: Over the course of
the next month The Westfield Leader
will be reporting on the proposed
$11.7 million school bond issue. This
week�s article focuses on the position
of school officials.

*  *  *  *  *
Now with the Town Council elec-

tion out of the way, town residents are
being asked to consider the pros and
cons regarding the proposed $11.7
million bond referendum which will
go before voters in a little over four
weeks.

Half of the bond issue would fund
capital improvements with 50 per-
cent paying for 15 additional class-
rooms at McKinley and Franklin El-
ementary Schools. The remainder of
the bond would support the wiring of
elementary and intermediate schools

for computers and the Internet.
According to Westfield Superin-

tendent of Schools Dr. William J.
Foley, the impact of the bond on local
property taxpayers would be 3 cents
per $100 of assessed valuation or $57
for a home assessed at $175,000 with
a market value of about $300,000,
starting in the third year of the bond.

The district anticipates an interest
rate of 4.73 percent over the length of
the 20-year bond. The bond would
replace current long-term debt which
will retire in 2001. Any bond pro-
ceeds will be invested at 5.10 per-
cent.

At Franklin, nine classrooms are
proposed at a cost of $2,552,000.
Also, a new library would be built at
Wilson Elementary School with the
old library to be used as a classroom.

Another six classrooms would be
added to McKinley Elementary
School at a cost $2,026,000.

�So that will give us 16 classrooms
at the elementary level,� Dr. Foley
explained.

Dr. Foley said third through fifth-
grade class sizes at Franklin range

from 26 through 28 students each as
are third and fifth grades at McKinley.

�We are at the point now where
there is no other place to go,� he said.
�We don�t have any other rooms. I

have no music or art rooms or any
places to put other classes.�

He also said there is no room for an
additional special education class

New Jersey State �School-to-Work� Mandates
Four-Day Week; Worries Parents at Forum

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A special meeting to analyze the
School-to-Work Initiative mandated
by the New Jersey State Board of
Education was held on Monday at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield.

The forum, which was organized
by concerned parents from the school
district and Dr. B. Carol Molnar, a
member of the Westfield Board of
Education, supplied parents with bro-
chures, informative books, and other
resources to make parents aware of
the issues and aspects of School-to-
Work.

Darielle M. Walsh, President of
the Westfield Board of Education,
spearheaded the meeting by stating
that she and Dr. William J. Foley,
Superintendent of Schools, have at-
tended several meetings about the

School-to-Work mandate.
She added that they have com-

plained to Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger, the New Jersey State Board
of Education, and the Department of
Education about the measure.

�This cannot be a one-size-fits-all
mandate,� she stated. �This is an
important matter that requires close
attention.� She encouraged parents
to become as informed as possible.

The School-to-Work Initiative re-
quires �Career Awareness� in which
students are introduced to a variety of
careers from kindergarten to fourth
grade. Students then begin a �Career
Plan� in the fifth grade, in consulta-
tion with teachers, school staff and
their parents.

In grades 7 through 10, students
examine career opportunities based
on their skills and talents. This is
called, �Job Shadowing� and takes

place outside of the classroom in a
workplace environment.

Students select a career from a list
which was determined from a local
Workforce Investment Board by the
end of 10th grade. These boards are
created to link schools to the work-
place by establishing partnerships
with local businesses and industries.

In 11th and 12th grade, the stu-
dents would be required to work no
less than one day per week in the
workforce. Students and parents must
enter into a contract with the school
and their child�s employer at this
juncture.

All students must participate in
School-to-Work � it is not a volun-
tary program.

Raye Adams, a 16-year old 10th

grade student in a New Jersey high
school, expressed her concern and
frustration with the School-to-Work
Initiative. She stated that when she
was two years old, she had ideas as to
what she wanted to be when she
would grow up. She noted that those
objectives have changed drastically
over time.

She compared School-to-Work
with child labor, stating that this
concept is �spreading like a prairie
fire.� She believes that the Initiative
will �hurt hopes and dreams for stu-
dents� like herself.

Carolee Adams, Raye�s mother,
supplied the audience with an exten-
sive overview regarding her experi-
ences in meetings with state officials

Improvement District Given New Life;
Provision to End SID in �99 Rescinded
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The town�s special improvement
district was given new life Monday
night when the Town Council�s Laws
and Rules Committee voted to elimi-
nate a clause which would have led to
the demise of the entity at the end of
next year.

The �sunset provision,� as it is
known in legal terms, was included
in a 1996 ordinance which created
the entity. The district or SID, as it is
more commonly referred to, is gov-
erned by a seven-member Board of
Directors identified as the Down-
town Westfield Corporation or DWC.

The ordinance creating the SID, a
separate entity to manage the central
business district, was first approved
in an 8-0 vote by the Town Council in
June of 1996 after being released by

the committee.
The Downtown Westfield Corpo-

ration (DWC), the governing body of
the SID, has been in operation for
over a year and is governed by a
seven-member Board of Directors.
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and Town
Administrator Edward A. Gottko
serve as ex-officio board members.

In addition, Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence A. Goldman, who is
also the current Chairman of the
Laws and Rules Committee, serves
as the Council Liaison to the SID
Board. The Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce Liaison is Debbie
Schmidt, the Chamber Executive
Director.

After a lengthy discussion with
residents, members of the DWC�s
Board of Directors and members of
Westfield�s Chamber of Commerce,

the Laws and Rules Committee de-
cided, along with council represen-
tatives present at the meeting, to
eliminate the provision from the or-
dinance.

Without the action, the SID would
have expired as of Friday, December
31, 1999.

According to Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., a member
of the committee, the Sunset Provi-
sion was originally added to the ordi-
nance to see if the DWC was doing a
good job with the money that was
allocated to it.

Councilman Sullivan, who helped
draft the ordinance in 1996 as Laws
and Rules Chairman, also stated that
the provision was first added to rede-
fine how the DWC should operate as
an entity in the future.

Some members of the audience
stated that members of the Board of
Directors, which currently consists
of two property owners, two mer-
chants, two residents and a Town
Council Liaison, should be elected
by members of the DWC and not be
appointed by the Mayor. They said
the board should also consist of more
merchants.

Other audience members dis-
agreed, saying that there have been
many improvements in the down-
town area in the last year and a half,
and therefore the SID board should
continue to function as it has since its
inception.

Chamber of Commerce President
Stanley Baum stated he was happy
with the improvements in the down-
town area over the past five years,
and DWC board member Anthony
Annese concurred by stating, �If it
ain�t broke, don�t fix it.�

Dave Sutter, owner of Lancaster
Ltd. on Elm Street, stated he person-
ally thinks that the DWC is success-
ful in that his business is flourishing.

�I see new customers every day,�

he said.
Mr. Sutter recalled how he was

worried about 18 months ago, when
there were many vacant stores in
Westfield, adding that now �our
downtown is one of the best in the
state.�

Members of the Laws and Rules
Committee, along with many other
council members who were in atten-
dance at the meeting, agreed that the
best time to review the actions of the
DWC was in December when its bud-
get goes before the Town Council.

The council, at this time, would
have the opportunity to see that the
SID Board is meeting its goals and
objectives for the downtown area.

Michael La Place, Executive Di-
rector for the DWC and the group�s
only full-time paid personnel, stated
he felt downtown areas need con-
stant management to address their
ever-changing needs.

Mr. La Place also stated that the
next big problem which needs to be
addressed is the parking problem.

After the meeting, Councilman
Goldman told The Westfield Leader
that the amendment to the ordinance
eliminating the provision could be
heard as early as the Tuesday, No-
vember 24 Town Council public
meeting, and could come up for a
second reading and adoption by Tues-
day, December 8.

Council OKs
Half Hour

�Free� Tickets
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the holiday season approach-
ing, shoppers this year who park over
the two-hour limit for meters in the
downtown will be given courtesy
notices for an additional 30 minutes
of free parking after their meters
expire.

The program, approved Tuesday
night by the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, is copied from one done in Sum-
mit, and replaces the holiday bag-
ging of meters which was discontin-
ued last year.

The notices will be issued from
Friday, November 27, through Christ-
mas Eve, Thursday, December 24.

�We don�t want people to be run-
ning out of the stores for fear they
didn�t put enough money in the meter
so that the money doesn�t go into the
cash register,� Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. explained
during the council�s November 4
conference meeting.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman said the pro-
gram should be viewed more as a
�good will gesture� by the town, in
lieu of bagging the meters.

Parking violation officers will place
the courtesy tickets on the wind-
shields of vehicles. They will later
return and look at the meters. The
new electronic meters in town indi-
cate the amount of time a person has
parked over the limit. If a car is
parked beyond the courtesy time, they
will be issued a �real� parking ticket.

Councilman Sullivan said the pro-
gram will be utilized for all short-
term spaces in town. The details of
the program will be worked out by
town and police officials.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, the governing body for the

Angry Residents Confront BOE
Over Lights, Noise at Night Games
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
faced a pack of distressed town resi-
dents, primarily from Beechwood
Place, during its regular meeting
Tuesday due to the use of nighttime
lights at a Westfield High School
football game at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium on October 23.

According to a statement by Board
President Darielle Walsh, many
neighbors of the stadium expressed
their opposition to the use of the
lights through telephone calls and
letters.

She stated, �We have absolutely no
plans to install permanent lights at
our stadium, nor are we in favor of
increasing the use of temporary por-
table lights for school events.�

Mrs. Walsh added that any pro-
posal for the use of these lights would
come before the board for discussion
before they would be used again in
this fashion.

One Beechwood Place resident,
Charles Milazzo, stressed that he
could see no need for nighttime
games, reminding the board that the
area surrounding the stadium is resi-
dential.

�We need the assurance that there
will be no night games,� said Mr.
Milazzo, adding that a strong aroma
of alcohol could be detected from the
game site and excessive noise con-
tinued until 11 p.m. that evening.

�Do you know what it is like to
pray the Sabbath with drums beat-
ing?� he asked.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
William J. Foley, stated that the board
had nothing to do with approving the
night lights. He stated that he was
approached by the Westfield Boost-
ers to hold the game with temporary
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NJ State �School-to-Work�
Mandates Four-Day Week

regarding School-to-Work, as well
as her personal feelings about the
Initiative as a mother.

She noted that it is �a sad state of
affairs to pin down� a 10th grade
student to the career choice. She be-
lieves that School-to-Work is �chang-
ing the structure of education to fit
the economy.�

Mrs. Adams explained that School-
to-Work is funded in part by the
Federal government. She claimed that
if Governor Christie Todd Whitman
does not fulfill this mandate, the
Governor would be held criminally
libel.

She explained that School-to-Work
would require students to complete
one day of vocational experience per
week, whether working as a cashier
at Nordstrom, an intern at Merrill
Lynch or through a volunteer oppor-
tunity.

Mrs. Adams, who vehemently op-
poses School-to-Work, quipped, �Bill
Gates (the founder of Microsoft Cor-
poration) did not need the govern-
ment to help him establish his busi-
ness� through School-to-Work.

She posed the following questions
to audience members: Who pays for
insurance? Who pays for criminal
background checks or the time nec-

essary for training of an employee to
mentor a high school student?

�I don�t want my child to be en-
slaved to the Federal Government of
the United States of America,� she
stressed.

Concerned parents provided an
article by Arthur Frank, President,
and Brian McMullen, Legislative
Chairman of the Holmdel Township
Board of Education, entitled, �Cau-
tion: New Jersey�s School-to-Career
Initiatives May Be Hazardous to Your
Child�s Educational Health.�

The authors suggested, �School-
to-Work is about limiting students�
choices far too early in their lives and
imposing job-specific skills training
on the educational system at the ex-
pense of instructional time in aca-
demic subjects.�

Clifton High School, in Clifton,
will host a similar forum on School-
to-Work on Thursday, November 19,
at 6:30 p.m. in the school audito-
rium.

How can parents further educate
themselves? Officials suggested that
parents educate themselves about
School-to-Work by participating in
local parent groups and attending the
meetings of their local Board of Edu-
cation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hi�s Eye Co-Adviser Leads
Uncensored WHS Paper

fliers requesting donations in ex-
change for raking residents� lawns.

Last year, the staff raised more
than $6,000 from the fundraiser. Jour-
nalism II students also participated,
totaling approximately 70 students
who contributed to the event.

Ms. Faltermeyer brings six years of
experience in journalism to Hi�s Eye.
She graduated from Westfield High
School in 1988 and most recently
worked for Time magazine as a re-
porter covering late breaking news.

�I come from a hard news back-
ground,� explained Ms. Faltermeyer.
She stated that she enjoys seeing how
journalism works on a smaller scale
at Hi�s Eye. She wants her staff to
weigh which story is the biggest news
each week, guiding them in the right
direction, sending them to the proper
authorities and helping them stick to
deadlines.

Charles Soriano, who served as
the adviser to Hi�s Eye from 1991 to
1998, reported, �It�s so unusual to
see a high school newspaper that
comes out on a weekly basis with the
length and quality of the Hi�s Eye.
For the students, it�s an incredible
experience.�

Mr. Soriano told The Westfield
Leader that graduates from Westfield
High School who were involved with
Hi�s Eye have let him know how their
experiences with the newspaper have
helped them produce their college
newspapers.

He noted that in October 1997,
Hi�s Eye received an award for �Best
High School Weekly in the Nation�
from the American Scholastic Press
Association.

�I would have to say it [Hi�s Eye] is
the finest single co-curricular program
in the school,� stated Dr. Robert G.
Petix, Principal of Westfield High
School. �Hi�s Eye doesn�t just happen,�
he explained, �it�s a part of a curricular
program that values journalism.�

Dr. Petix revealed that he believes
the flavor and theme of Hi�s Eye
�represents the best of student jour-
nalism, with students taking stands
and establishing standards of integ-
rity, standards that the school sets for
its students.�

He noted that students are dedi-
cated to investigative reporting, in-
tegrity in reporting and commitment
of students to the school. He added
that students have the right to filter
what is reported.

The best part of the Hi�s Eye, Dr.
Petix stressed, is the fact that there is
absolutely no censorship involved.
�It says the most about the paper.
You never know what issues will be
included, what position they (the stu-
dents) will take,� he observed.

When asked about the most outra-
geous and radical issue reflected in
Hi�s Eye, Dr. Petix noted that in 1986,
when a popular teacher was �let go,�
the Hi�s Eye reflected the students�
uproar through �cutting, biting edi-
torials� and staged sit-ins. He added
that he never knew what was going to
happen next.

If the administration becomes up-
set by the uncensored and journalis-
tic freedoms, Dr. Petix urges teach-
ers to vent their frustrations by writ-
ing a letter to the editor at Hi�s Eye.

He concluded that the reporting in
the newspaper has always been pro-
fessional and he would only consider
the journalism to be �out of control�
if it becomes libelous or dishonest.

He stated that the policy of non-
censorship has �always been suc-
cessful.� He added that he is �vehe-
mently opposed to censorship.� �Re-
sponsible controversy is something
to be encouraged, we shouldn�t en-
courage conforming,� he stressed.

Dr. Petix concluded that he con-
siders Hi�s Eye to be �one of the
centerpieces of the school.�

Students who are interested in jour-
nalism take an elective, Journalism I,
a half-year course, no sooner than
their sophomore year to �get their
feet wet,� according to Dr. Petix.

Journalism II, a full-year course, is

the next step in which students begin
to write for Hi�s Eye. Journalism III,
a course specifically designed for se-
nior students committed to a career
in journalism, involves a strong com-
mitment to publishing Hi�s Eye.

Dr. Petix noted that Ms.
Faltermeyer was chosen as co-ad-
viser because she is a graduate of the
high school and knows the tradition
of Hi�s Eye.

He added that she has fine experi-
ences with nationally-known publi-
cations. He concluded that her own
standards were �in line with what
they (the school) wanted in order to
maintain excellence.�

Ms. Faltermeyer and the staff of
Hi�s Eye have set some admirable
goals for the coming years. Accord-
ing to Ms. Faltermeyer, an Internet
version of the newspaper could be
instituted and she would like the staff
to �run with technology.�

She concluded, �As the news
changes, we hope to change with it,
while always remaining an ethical
publication.�

School Officials Lobby
For $11.7 Million Bond

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

which is needed.
�It�s really not so much what we are

projecting but what is actually happen-
ing,� he said. �The projections suggest
that elementary enrollment will con-
tinue to go up. It won�t spike, it�s not
going up in a crazy manner. But (enroll-
ments will increase by) at least another
150 kids over the next three years.�

The district had hoped that kinder-
garten enrollments would begin drop-
ping below 300 by the year 2001, �but
we had another record birth year,� ac-
cording to Dr. Foley. �That means five
years from now we are probably going
to see kindergartens in the low 300s and
first grades probably in the low to middle
400s.�

He said that the current Westfield
High School senior class has 290 stu-
dents. The high school will need 11 to
12 additional classrooms by the year
2005 to handle projected enrollment
increases.

�The plan that we have in place is to
try to do that without building,� he said,
noting that offices will be converted
into classrooms such as the College
Resource Center, which could relocate
to the Guidance Office or the library,
and the Project �79 office.

The National Guard Armory has said
it would be willing to let the district use
its six available classrooms.

�If we could get those rooms, they
would help us through the crunch pe-
riod,� Dr. Foley said. �We don�t need
them until probably the year 2003.�

He said the Armory classrooms could
save the taxpayers �millions of dollars�
in costs by not building rooms at the
high school.

�The board is committed really at
that this point to maintain the programs
at the high school,� explained Board of
Education President Darielle Walsh.

At WHS, officials have proposed
converting rooms, currently used as
offices, for four full-size classrooms.
The town�s two intermediate schools,
Edison and Roosevelt, have the capac-
ity to handle additional enrollments.
Enrollments at the schools during 1978
were in the 800-900 range, which is
above the projections for either school
in the years ahead.

�There is real pressure in the elemen-
tary schools and its going to be here for
a awhile and we need to do something
about it,� the Superintendent empha-
sized.

According to enrollment projections,
Dr. Foley said by the year 2005 the
district will have 1,700 students with
enrollments in subsequent years rising
to 1,724 before enrollments begin to
decline.

Large capital improvement programs
have been paid for in the past through
the �fund balance� or the surplus in the
budget.

�These are big ticket items and there
is just so much we can accomplish in
any given year,� Dr. Foley explained.

For instance, the board wants to re-
place the 475 windows at the high
school and this alone would cost the
district $660,000. The windows are over
50 years old. Windows will also be
replaced at both Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools for another
$755,000.

Mrs. Walsh said the capital projects
such as window replacement focus on,
�the need for energy efficiency and for
quality of life.�

�These are large projects which we
cannot fund through the operating bud-
get,� said Mrs. Walsh said.

Projects in the bond range from heat-
ing and ventilation, air conditioning,
window replacement and bathroom
upgrades.

The technology initiative focuses on
fiber optic cables, copper and network-
ing � not on computers themselves,
which would become obsolete well be-
fore the bond is retired.

According to Dr. Foley, �I think this
makes great financial sense. Look at
the economy right now. Look at the
financial condition of the district. We
will have no long-term debt in the year
2001. Interest rates now are extremely
low.� Dr. Foley explained that the dis-
trict will probably be able to get a rate of
4 ¾ percent for the initial part of the
referendum.

�So far, the reactions (from the com-
munity) have been fairly positive,� said
Dr. Foley.

Ms. Walsh noted that the board was
unanimous in its decision to go out for
a referendum, noting that the issue had
also been reviewed by the Facilities and
Finance Committees.

�It wasn�t done in haste. We have
been discussing this since last year,�
she explained.

�What the board is proposing is what
we need. We are not apologizing for
what we are asking for. This is what we
need in our district,� the Board Presi-
dent emphasized.

In December 1994, voters rejected a
school bond of $7.6 million to build a
total of 22 classrooms in six of the
district�s schools. After its defeat, in
which one-third of registered voters
turned out, the board went back to the
drawing board to develop a smaller
project and use surplus funds in con-
structing a total of three classrooms
each on the Wilson and Jefferson El-
ementary Schools.

School officials noted that the district
does not have the surplus funds this
time around to build more classrooms.
Thus, a defeat of the bond, according to
school officials, would lead to a scaled
back plan that may eliminate class-
rooms and focus on Internet access.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lights, and he assumed it would be
okay.

He assured the board and audience,
�We do not plan to repeat this on a
regular basis.�

Mrs. Walsh concluded, �The board
realizes that this is a quality of life
issue.�

The board also discussed a foreign
languages program which could be
instituted in the schools in September
1999 in response to the state require-
ments under the new core curriculum.

Robert J. Roth, Foreign Language
Department Supervisor for grades 6 to
8, explained that in Standard 7.1 of the
program, �all students would be able
to communicate at a basic literacy level
in at least one language other than
English.�

In Standard 7.2, �All students will
be able to demonstrate an understand-
ing of the interrelationship between
language and culture for at least one
world language in addition to English.�

As early as second grade, students
would take Spanish and continue such
language instruction until fourth grade,
when the Elementary School Profes-
sional Assessment (ESPA) would be
given to students for evaluation.

In the sixth grade, students would
have the option of selecting to con-
tinue Spanish instruction or to pursue
education in French, thus preparing
them for instruction at the high school
level.

Mr. Roth proposed that if this pro-
gram is approved as early as January
1999, Spanish would be taught for 30
minutes per day, twice a week, in sec-
ond grade classes during the upcom-
ing school year.

He advised that the Westfield school
district would require a minimum of
two new foreign language instructors;
an increase of staff as necessary each
September; special supervision and
administration, and �Spanish for El-
ementary Teachers� instruction.

Dr. Foley noted that although the
state only suggests such foreign lan-
guage instruction through audio visu-
als and computer software, he believes
the district should offer a quality pro-
gram for the students, such as the one
outlined by Mr. Roth.

In the Superintendent�s Report, dis-
cussion regarding the county Internet
Contract was analyzed.

Director of Technology for the dis-
trict, Darlene Nowak, explained that
the contract is a result of a union of
several school districts in the county
that will obtain two years of funding
from the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders for Internet service
connections.

The Freeholders will fund the first
two years of the Internet connections,
while Ms. Nowak estimated that the
cost would be $15,000 to $20,000 to
fund a third year of the program. She
noted that this is far less than if the
costs were incurred at the beginning of
the three-year term.

The connection will enable Internet
access and will allow administration

and school staff to send e-mail mes-
sages to one another.

�This comes at a time when we are
networking all of our schools,� Ms.
Nowak observed. She believes this is
the most opportune time for the Internet
connection to take place.

The board also held discussions re-
garding space at Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools.

Dr. Foley assured board members
that the need for space is rising at
Roosevelt School, and that there will
be no empty space available at either
school.

The board approved the mission,
goals and beliefs stipulated by the Stra-
tegic Plan.

Members also approved the follow-
ing objectives under the Strategic Plan
for Dr. Foley for the 1998-1999 school
year: �Develop a proposal for the
Westfield Teacher Institute; develop
technological competencies for all stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade
12; implement an elementary school
counseling program; successfully com-
plete a bond referendum; develop the
Westfield Inter-Community Services
Program, and begin to develop poli-
cies and procedures for addressing
gifted and talented students at the in-
termediate school level.�

However, Board member Arlene
Gardner moved to alter the strategies
outlined in the plan to promote further
clarity.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for a Grant Agreement of the Union
County Access 2000 School Computer
Program between the Board of Educa-
tion and the Union County Improve-
ment Authority.

Also approved was the spending of
$158,000 for approximately 68 com-
puters manufactured by Dell Corpora-
tion for use at Westfield High School,
as well as for training of staff in com-
puter instruction.

Board member Annmarie Puleio
stated that absentee ballots for the
Tuesday, December 15 election on the
$11.7 million bond referendum pro-
posed by the board are available for
those voters who will be out of town
and unable to go to the polls.

Finally, the board resolved to meet
on Monday, December 14, rather than
on Tuesday, December 15, due to the
bond vote.

Angry Residents Confront
BOE Over Night Games
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Council OKs Half Hour
�Free� Parking Tickets

town�s special improvement district,
does not support bagging the meters. It
has said the program, aimed at bring-
ing shoppers to the downtown, has not
worked because downtown employees
park in the spaces.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko noted that the town loses be-
tween $5,000 and $6,000 a week in
parking meter revenues when the meters
are bagged.

�I think we are looking to promote
business downtown,� said Second Ward
Councilman Matthew P. Albano, voic-
ing support for the courtesy program. �I
think we have to remember the focus
(towards downtown businesses).�

Debbie Schmidt, Executive Director
of the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said the program will help keep
parking spaces turning over in the down-
town for the benefit of shoppers while
also providing �good will� during the
holiday season.

In other business at last week�s con-
ference session, the town has been
awarded disaster aid in the amount of
$95,000 for the severe thunderstorm
which occurred on Labor Day. The aid,
provided through the state Department
of Transportation (DOT), pays roughly
half the cost incurred by the town as a
result of the storm.

On another matter, Mr. Gottko up-
dated the council on the downtown park-
ing plan. Mr. Gottko has been reviewing
a report issued by Councilman Sullivan
who chairs the council�s Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Committee.

The administrator noted that, in terms
of enforcing parking limits, the town is
currently looking into the possible pur-
chase of hand-held computers for park-
ing violation officers. These computers
will enable the police department to
have a better grasp on overtime park-
ing, including repeat offenders.

Mr. Gottko said if the council opts for
it, the town could reinstate a graduated
fine system that has been used in
Westfield in the past.

In an effort to encourage parking
permit-holders to pay on an annual
basis as opposed to several times a
year, a discount program has been pro-
posed by the committee.

Mr. Gottko noted that the town has
issued permits to the top 100 persons on
the waiting list for the South Avenue
train lot. The lot, he noted, is not full with
cars displaying permit stickers. As re-
ported by The Leader, the list at the lot
still contains over 900 names. The South
Avenue lot is the largest in town.

Meanwhile, the Watterson Street
parking lot remains full at this time,
while a total of 50 people are waiting
for spaces at the Shell lot (at North and
Central Avenues), and the Citgo lot on
Elm Street.

Councilman Sullivan said the com-
mittee has recommended that commuter
permits be unified in their rate structure.
He said, currently, inbound New York
City commuters are paying double what
outbound commuters are being charged.

Another recommendation, to install
centralized pay stations to replace
meters in lots, especially long-term lots,
will be reviewed by the council as part
of its capital budget process next month.

The program has been proposed first
for the Citgo lot. A gated ticketed entry
would feature a manned booth for a
period of 60 days, according to the
committee�s recommendation.

Prior to the start of the pilot program,
the lot would be slowly converted to
short-term parking. A portion of spaces
behind Baron�s, along with spaces at
the Prospect Street lot, has been pro-
posed for permit use.

On the issue of a parking deck, Mr.
Gottko noted that he has had a meeting
with a private firm that is currently
evaluating several locations in town for
such a facility.

At the council�s Tuesday�s night regu-
lar council meeting, Ms. Schmidt read
a letter from Chamber President Stanley
Baum in support of a deck.

�The recent growth in downtown
Westfield has resulted in an increase in
the number of shoppers coming to
Westfield. There is an urgent need to
increase the number of parking spaces
in order to insure that our downtown
remain a thriving retail district,� the
later states.

The Chamber is requesting that
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and council
to �develop a plan for a tier garage in
the downtown.�

In terms of a shuttle bus service to
and from the train station, otherwise
known as a jitney, Mr. Gottko noted
that the United Way of Westfield is
currently conducting a survey of senior
citizens to determine if the service could
be used to transfer seniors to town from
their homes during off-peak hours.

Mr. Gottko said such a program
would make the service more viable
from an economic standpoint.

The parking committee�s report will
be discussed in detail at the council�s
next conference meeting this Monday,
November 16, at 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
• A bicycle valued at $300 was re-

ported stolen from the southside
Westfield Train Station.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
• Ivan Garcia, 46, of Roselle was ar-

rested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, according to police. Bail was set at
$375.

• David A. Riccadonna, 37, of South
Plainfield was arrested on Willow Grove
Road and charged with operating a motor
vehicle without a license, authorities said.
He was released on $225 bail.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6
• A Washington Street resident re-

ported that her home was burglarized by
someone who entered through a rear door
and ransacked the premises, according to
police. Authorities were still awaiting a
list of stolen items at press time.

• An Oak Avenue resident stated that
a male suspect, described as 5 feet and 8
inches tall with a stocky build, entered
the front door of her home but fled when
she confronted him.

• A Cacciola Place resident reported
he was harassed by two male suspects
known to him following a verbal dis-
agreement. The victim said that, after he
entered his house, the suspects pounded
on the door and yelled profanities. Police
said no complaints had been filed in
connection with the incident.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• Police reported that $190 in coun-

terfeit money was turned over to authori-
ties by security personnel at a North
Avenue department store. The currency
had been passed by a customer in the
shoe department of the store, a police
spokesman said.

• A Mongoose BMX bicycle valued
at approximately $300 was reported sto-

len from a garage on Scotch Plains Av-
enue.

• A woman reported the theft of her
pocketbook and miscellaneous items from
the parking lot of a store on South Av-
enue, East.

• A bicycle valued at $30 was re-
ported stolen from the bike rack at the
southside Westfield Train Station.

• Police reported that an unknown
individual attempted to steal a bicycle
from the northside Westfield Train Sta-
tion using a pair of bolt cutters. The
suspect fled, authorities said, after being
seen by a local firefighter.

• A resident of South Euclid Avenue
reported seeing someone near her motor
vehicle after her car alarm was activated.
The suspect then fled through her yard,
according to the victim.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• A representative of McKinley El-

ementary School on First Avenue re-
ported that someone entered a dumpster
on the premises and threw its contents on
the ground.

• A Middlesex woman reported that
someone entered her motor vehicle and
stole her cellular telephone while the car
was parked on South Avenue, East.

• An electronics firm on South Av-
enue reported that a cellular telephone
belonging to the business was stolen
from a parked, unlocked vehicle on com-
pany property.

• A purse belonging to a teacher at St.
Paul�s School was stolen while the vic-
tim was at work, authorities said. It was
later recovered, minus $60 in currency,
at the northside Westfield Train Station.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
• A Harrison Avenue resident reported

that an unknown individual or suspects
used his Automatic Teller Card to re-
move $60 from his account.

Parent-Teacher Council
Supports Bond Referendum
WESTFIELD � The Westfield Par-

ent-Teacher Council, (PTC), voted
unanimously in support of the $11.7
million bond referendum which will
provide funds to build classroom
additions, make building improve-
ments and update technology links
throughout the school district.

Darielle Walsh and Ginger
Hardwick, Westfield Board of Edu-
cation President and Vice President,
respectively, and Robert Berman,
Westfield Business Administrator,

presented the PTC with the detailed
plans.

The PTC voters are representatives
of the Parent-Teacher Organizations
at each of the nine Westfield schools.
Ms. Walsh thanked all the PTC mem-
bers for their support and expressed
appreciation to those who also served
on the Citizens Advisory Committee
regarding the bond.

The town-wide vote regarding the
bond referendum will take place
Tuesday, December 15.
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The Leader Offices
To Close for Holiday
The offices of The Westfield

Leader will be closed on Thurs-
day and Friday, November 26 and
27, in observance of Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

All copy and letters-to-the-
editor for the Thursday, Novem-
ber 26 issue must be submitted
by noon on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 18, for consideration for
publication.


