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RING IN THE NEW...Scotch Plains Council members-elect announced that
Geri Samuel, pictured left, will serve as Township Mayor beginning January 1.
Tarquin Jay Bromley, pictured right, will serve as Deputy Mayor. Councilman-
elect Franklin Donatelli will nominate his fellow Democrats to the two posts.

Top Council Offices
Go to Mrs. Samuel
And Mr. Bromley

Scotch Plains Township Demo-
cratic Party Chairman, Dr. Walter E.
Boright confirmed last Friday that
Councilwoman-elect Geri M. Samuel
will be the council�s choice for Mayor
in January. Councilman-elect Tarquin
Jay Bromley will be tapped for Deputy
Mayor. It is unclear how long a term
the Mayor will serve under the 3-2
Democratic council majority.

Republicans lost a 5-0 grip on the
governing body in last Tuesday�s elec-
tion after a 24-year run as the major-
ity party. Republican councilmen
William F. McClintock, Jr., and Dr.
Martin Marks have two years left to
serve on four-year terms under the
Democratic majority.

In a response to the announce-
ment, Mayor-designee Samuel stated,
�I am honored and humbled for the
faith my running mates have ex-
pressed in me. The hallmark of my
administration will be accountabil-
ity and responsibility with sensitivity
to the needs of the people.�

It is expected that Democratic
Councilman-elect Franklin P.
Donatelli, will nominate the pair for
the two top offices. In a written state-
ment, Mr. Donatelli said, �As a life-
long resident of Scotch Plains, I know
that Geri and Tarquin will provide
excellent leadership for the commu-
nity. It will be my honor to nominate
them on January 1 to serve as Mayor

and Deputy Mayor.�
Dr. Boright called Mrs. Samuel �a

natural leader� who has �demon-
strated a clear understanding of the
many issues of local government.�

Looking ahead to January, Mrs.
Samuel stated, �We plan to meet with
the township manager, department
heads and other members of the coun-
cil to assure a smooth and orderly
transition of local government. We

SAFETY FIRST�Members of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department re-
cently visited Westminster Preschool at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church to
instruct the children on fire safety. The youngsters were told what to do in the
event of a fire, and enjoyed learning about the fire truck as well.

Borough Council Gives Approval
To Appropriation for Storm Tab
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

During a special public meeting
November 4, the Fanwood Borough
Council approved an emergency ap-
propriation of $46,500 to cover ex-
penses resulting from the severe La-
bor Day storm which buffeted the
region.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly said
the appropriation would allow the
borough to pay its storm recovery
bills, including overtime for police
and Department of Public Works
crews, while awaiting $96,500 from

the state�s Transportation Trust Fund
Discretionary Aid Program.

The state�s $1.3 million storm aid
package, announced by State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco last
month, will be distributed among
more than a dozen communities in
Union, Middlesex and Somerset
Counties. At present, Fanwood�s
storm tab stands at approximately
$200,000.

The borough was one of the three
Union County communities hardest
hit by the storm, which knocked out
power to 80 percent of the commu-

nity and caused extensive damage to
homes and cars, mostly from fallen
trees. There were no injuries reported
as a result of the weather emergency.

Crews in Fanwood spent about two
weeks cutting up and removing fallen
tree limbs and other debris from the
storm, which swept through the area
with tornado-like winds September
7. LaGrande Park sustained particu-
larly heavy damage, including the
loss of 11 mature trees.

According to Councilman Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr., Chairman of the
governing body�s Administration and
Finance Committee, the council�s
appropriation will be taken from the
1999 municipal budget, and then put
back upon receipt of the state funds.

During last week�s special meet-
ing, council members additionally
passed a resolution approving sub-
missions by the Mayor and Council
to the Union County Community
Development Year 25 Program.

As required, the governing body
held a public meeting October 28 to
discuss and prioritize their requests.
The program involves Federal Hous-
ing and Urban Development funds
which are channeled down to the
state and county levels, and from
there to local municipalities.

Communities such as Fanwood,

SPFHS CADETS GIVE PRESENTATION ON BENEFITS OF ROTC

Superintendent Gives Update on Search
For New Principals at Two Local Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Cadet Major Scott Paterson and
Cadet Second Lieutenant Kelvin
Brooks presented the NJ-821st Air
Force Junior Reserve Officers� Train-
ing Corps� (ROTC) international
award-winning video, �A Class Act,�
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education at the outset of its Tues-
day night agenda meeting.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) students were joined
by six of their ROTC colleagues. The
five-minute video �is what I believe
is the epitome of ROTC,� said Cadet
Brooks, who also narrated the pro-
gram.

The video described the mission of
the ROTC program, which is �to
provide opportunities for application
of learned leadership, develop an
understanding of the military com-
mand structure, the need for disci-
pline, military customs and courte-
sies, drill and ceremonies, and good
citizenship.�

The program also described the
special privileges accorded cadets at
SPFHS. At the conclusion of the pre-
sentation, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol B. Choye presented Cadets
Brooks and Paterson with special
recognition of their achievements as
part of the ROTC program.

During the meeting, Dr. Choye
indicated that the search for new
principals at the high school and
Park Middle School is proceeding on
schedule. Of the 40 to 50 applica-
tions received, she revealed, there
are three finalists under consider-
ation for the principalship at SPFHS,
following a rigorous interview pro-
cess.

Most recently, teams of student,

parent, teacher and administrative
representatives visited the home dis-
tricts of each candidate, and will
present their reports to Dr. Choye
and Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction Dr. John R. Crews.

If a candidate is chosen, he could
be presented to the board on Tuesday,
November 24, with a targeted start
date of Monday, February 1, 1999.

Eight to 10 candidates for the
Park principalship will be inter-
viewed Friday and Monday, No-
vember 20 and 23. Following the
same procedure as outlined for the
high school position, a finalist could
be presented to the board by Thurs-
day, December 10. Park Principal
Chester Janusz is scheduled to re-
tire in January.

In other business, the board voted
to accept $124,020 in grant money
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, though not with-
out some discussion.

As part of its Access 2000 pro-
gram, the freeholder board is com-
mitted to installing computers in ev-
ery Union County classroom, train-
ing teachers in computer use, and
providing Internet access to class-
rooms.

School board member Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. stated, �What I object to
is the government taking our money,
redistributing the wealth, and telling
us how to use it. (They�re) giving
back what shouldn�t have been taken
in the first place.�

Fellow board member Lance Por-
ter voiced concern about the timeline
and implementation of the program,
particularly with respect to �upgrad-
ing electrical systems in the older
schools.�

Board member Jean McAllister

updated her colleagues and the pub-
lic on the results of the November 9
forum on the state�s �School-to-
Work� initiative, which was held in
Westfield, but heavily attended by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood parents.

Mrs. McAllister indicated that four
speakers with a �diverse background
of philosophy� spoke to the crowd of
between 130 and 150 people. Cards
were distributed to give attendees an

Geri Samuel Proposes
Aircraft Ocean Routes

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Councilwoman-elect
Geri M. Samuel, who is expected to
serve as Township Mayor beginning
in January, submitted a resolution to
council members Tuesday, urging the
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) to route airplanes out over the
Atlantic Ocean after take-off from
Newark International Airport in or-
der to reduce noise over residents�
heads.

According to the ocean routing
plan, low flying aircraft headed west
would first loop back east over the
water after takeoff from the runway,
before circling west again. The in-
tent is to get aircraft at higher alti-
tudes before they fly back over resi-
dential areas. At higher altitudes,
clearly, aircraft noise pollution on

the ground would be lessened.
Last month, Mrs. Samuel said that

when planes fly over her own house,
it is impossible to hear the person
next to you speaking, in the yard.

Earlier this year, the FAA ran a
six-month test known as the �260-
degree turn� that steered departing
aircraft from Newark over an indus-
trial tract until it reached higher alti-
tudes. The test ended in failure when
it was reported that pilots did not
necessarily execute the 260-degree
turn and evidence revealed that noise
levels over residences� heads was not
reduced at all.

Mayor-designee Samuel also read
into the record a letter from state
Senate President Donald DiFrancesco
that asked FAA officials to run a six-
month �live� test of ocean routing for
aircraft, in an attempt to reduce noise
over constituents� heads.

Council members accepted the
resolution from Mrs. Samuel. Coun-
cilman Robert Johnston questioned
whether the proposal contained any-
thing new or different than what the
current council has already done.
Mr. Johnston, a Republican, was re-
cently defeated in a run to keep his

Scotch Plains Council Seeks New,
Shorter Contract With Comcast

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Council
members said November 4 that they
will meet with Comcast Cablevision
in negotiations over a new municipal
cable contract, prior to a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, December 8.

Officials said members of the
township�s Technology Advisory
Committee, chaired by resident Ken
Anderson, will also be in on the talks.

An attorney for the township told
the council, in a written statement,
that Comcast was �lukewarm� in its
response to the council�s requests for
additional equipment as part of the
contract package.

According to portions of Comcast�s
written response, the council asked
for additional cable channels, a spe-
cial effects console, cable connec-
tions throughout the school district
and township for Internet access, and
use of a mobile local access television
production unit.

Mayor Joan Papen confirmed that
members of the committee also said
Comcast was �rather non-commit-
tal� about most aspects of the cable
contract requests.

The council took a survey of resi-
dents earlier this year about cable
service in the township, in order to
tailor the new contract, in part, to
residents� needs.

The township�s current contract
for cable television expires next

spring after 10 years. The previous
contract was also for 10 years, but
officials indicated the council was
looking for a maximum five-year
agreement this time around due to
the rapid pace of technical develop-
ment in the industry.

Committee members said there was
no reason for the township to get
caught in a long-term contract if new
cable products became available.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., has said the new
Comcast contract would not be ex-
clusive.

In other business during last week�s
council agenda meeting, the council
agreed to consider revamping fees
and escrow account requirements for
property subdivisions.

An attorney for the township,
Jeffery Lehrer, told council mem-
bers, �This is a comprehensive up-
dating (of the ordinance) to bring it
in conformance with the municipal
land use law.� Officials said the cur-
rent code dates from 1976.

When Mayor Papen and Coun-
cilwoman Irene T. Schmidt ob-
jected to the size of the rate hikes,
officials agreed to call in munici-
pal department heads during the
next agenda meeting to explain

the recommendations.
�The whole process is to put the

onus on the developer,� Mr. Lehrer
explained, to pick up charges for engi-
neers, attorneys and planners who
work on complex or lengthy subdivi-
sion applications for the township.

Neighboring Edison, Warren and
South Brunswick have similar fee
scales, according to Mr. Lehrer.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told council members that,
�The staff was trying to make it so
taxpayers don�t pay anything for these
(professional) services. That was their
driving force.�

Councilman Robert E. Johnston
noted that single-family conforming
lot owners who wish to build a house
�would not be affected by this ordi-
nance at all.�

In a separate matter, Union County
Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan encouraged the council to
join the county Energy Management
plan that will buy utilities, such as
natural gas, in bulk through a pur-
chasing cooperative.

Mr. Sullivan said savings could
be as much as 12 percent for mu-
nicipalities and school districts, for
example.
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The Times Offices
To Close for Holiday

The offices of The Times of
Scotch Plains � Fanwood will be
closed on Thursday and Friday,
November 26 and 27, in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving Day.

All copy and letters-to-the-edi-
tor for the Thursday, November
26 issue must be submitted by
noon on Wednesday, November
18, for consideration for publi-
cation.

Dean Oil Site Appears
Closer to Development

Suzette Stalker for The Times

WHAT�S NEXT?�Borough officials have long anticipated the return of the
Dean Oil site, located at LaGrande Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood, to a
useful state. While a realtor confirmed this week that an offer to purchase the
one-and-a-quarter-acre property from Savers� Shares of Morristown has been
accepted, no development proposals have yet been confirmed.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

An offer has been accepted to pur-
chase the Dean Oil site in Fanwood,
a realtor with Weichert Commercial
in Morris Plains confirmed yester-
day, though he emphasized that no
development proposals have yet been
submitted for the property.

Citing client confidentiality, Real-
tor Robert Costa declined to identify
the proposed buyer for the one-and-
a-quarter acre site at LaGrande Av-
enue and Second Street, or to discuss
what the currently dormant property

might be used for in the future.
Mr. Costa added that several people

have expressed interest in the site,
which he said his company is still
�actively marketing.� Any develop-
ment proposals, he observed, would
require site plan approval from the
Fanwood Planning Board.

Mr. Costa said he has met with
Planning Board Chairman Gregory
S. Cummings and Mayor Maryanne
S. Connelly, also a member of the
board, to discuss possible develop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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opportunity to obtain additional in-
formation.

Though the two-hour program was
taped, it is not clear yet how the tape
could be edited and prepared for pub-
lic viewing on the local cable station,
TV 34.

Mr. Saridaki requested that an-
other presentation on �School-to-
Work� be done locally, perhaps a
debate between the State Department
of Education�s Dr. Thomas Henry
and some members of the panel from
the Westfield program.

Dr. Henry first addressed the board
during August. The topic is a hot one
among board members and parents
for many reasons, not the least of
which is the state�s mandate of �struc-
tured learning experiences linked to
a recognized career major�� for
11th- and 12th-grade students.

According to the proposed admin-
istrative code from the Commissioner
of Education�s office, the structured
learning experience shall �consist of
not less than one day per week or the
equivalent thereof.�

Scotch Plains resident Janice
Simber reiterated the need for an-
other presentation from Dr. Henry,
who heads the �School-to-Work� pro-
gram. �Parents don�t know about
this,� she stated, �and parents really
need to know.�

Encouraging the public �not to
rely on innuendo� for information on
the topic, Mr. Saridaki invited people
to speak to board members for the
facts about �School-to-Work.�

The lone person to put a positive
spin on the concept behind �School-

to-Work� was Carol Campell, who
sees the program as having the po-
tential for helping students make a
successful transition from classrooms
to the work force.

�Some parents are looking for op-
tions for students to look at careers,
to put education to more relevant
use,� she said. �Is anyone taking a
more positive look at this?�

In response, Dr. Crews spoke about
the district�s �School-to-Work� Ac-
tion Team, headed by Chuck
Cancella, Assistant Principal at
SPFHS.

A report to the board on career
explorations for junior and senior
high school students is slated for late
winter/early spring. Public Informa-
tion Coordinator Kathleen Meyer
indicated that there are opportunities
for additional parent participation
on the action team.

With respect to contract negotia-
tions between the board and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association, Board Vice President
Theresa Larkin reported that a fact
finder has been assigned. Going
forward, both teams will be noti-
fied of his availability, and a date
will be set for taking testimony
from each side.

A report of the findings will then
be issued, though that report is not
binding. Until the fact finder�s avail-
ability is determined, Mrs. Larkin
said she cannot offer a timetable for
receipt of the report.

In other business, the board pro-
claimed the week of November 15 to
21 as American Education Week.

Search for New Principals
At Two Local Schools

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mrs. Samuel, Mr. Bromley
To Get Top Council Offices

also will be reaching out to the com-
munity at large and asking for broad
public participation in township gov-
ernment. To demonstrate our com-
mitment to this philosophy, we will
be publicizing anticipated vacancies
on various boards and agencies within
the township government which will
be available effective January 1. When
the announcement of the various va-
cancies is made, details will be pro-
vided as to how citizens may express
their interest in appointment.�

Mrs. Samuel said she is committed
to charitable and philanthropic causes
and is an Executive Board member of
Congregation Beth Israel in the town-
ship. She also served on the Board of
Trustees of the Jewish Community
Center. She was President of the
YM\YWHA of Union County.

She said she was a member of the
Board of Trustees of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra, an Ex-
ecutive Board member of the Anti-
Defamation League of New Jersey
and is a life member of the Turtle
Back Zoo.

Mrs. Samuel is 42 years old. She
and her husband, Richard, have two
sons.

Republican incumbent Council-
man Robert Johnston lost his council
seat to Democrats by nearly 600 tal-
lies in last Tuesday�s vote. Veteran
Councilwoman Irene Schmidt and
current Mayor Joan Papen did not
seek reelection after 16 years apiece.

Mrs. Samuel ran for the State As-
sembly in 1995 against Rich Bagger
and Alan Augustine but was defeated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Borough Council OKs Funds
To Pay Labor Day Storm Tab

which have populations under
50,000, apply for funding through
the county program. Those with popu-
lations greater than 50,000 get fund-
ing directly from the state.

Borough officials plan to apply for
aid for four projects, one of which is
their annual funding request for se-
nior citizen busing. The remaining
applications will seek financial sup-
port for ongoing work at the historic
Carriage House, as well as renova-
tions at Borough Hall and the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

Council members are also looking
to possibly retain a long-term plan-
ner to assist with downtown develop-

ment initiatives. Downtown revital-
ization is one of four action projects
which were formulated by Fanwood�s
Community Assessment Committee.

Renovations to the Carriage House,
which is being eyed as a future cul-
tural arts center for the community,
include correcting code violations
and making the 19th-century build-
ing conform to requirements under
the Federal Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA).

Borough officials are also looking
to bring the front entrance area of the
Municipal Building and the library
entrance door into compliance with
ADA regulations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council Seeks
New Contract With Comcast
The cost cutting advantage would

be realized in April of next year, he
added.

The measure is a result of the re-
cent deregulation of the natural gas
industry. In other words, other com-
panies will be able to deliver gas to
users. In the past, utilities were pub-
licly owned.

It seems likely that deregulation of
the electric industry will be next.

On a different matter, township
officials said they would consider
transferring funds among various
municipal departments before the end
of the year. The action would require
four votes from five council mem-
bers. State law allows such transfers
after November 1.

Mr. Atkins said that with a $16
million annual budget, the transfers
�are mostly minor in nature.�

Officials said the township was
submitting a request to the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant pro-
gram administered by the Federal
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) through Union
County.

This year, the township will again
ask for money to restore parts of the
Cannonball House and make changes
to park restrooms which accommo-
date disabled individuals.

Officials noted that the township
no longer has �target neighborhoods�
that would benefit from the HUD
program funding.

Council members-elect Geri M.
Samuel and Tarquin Jay Bromley sat
in on the council agenda meeting in
preparation for Friday, January 1,
when they will be sworn into office as
part of the new Democratic majority
on the governing body.

Fellow Democrat Franklin
Donatelli was also elected to a four-
year council term last week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Geri Samuel Proposes
Aircraft Ocean Routes

council seat, by the Democratic slate,
including Mrs. Samuel.

Councilman Marks added, �We
will rule out no option,� when it
comes to reducing noise for resi-
dents.

In other business, the public hear-
ing and final approval of an ordi-
nance by the council to use both the
names Shalom Way and Cliffwood
Street on one roadway, brought out
Washington Avenue resident Sam
Manigault, who earlier spearheaded
a drive to repeal the original council
action that eliminated the name
Cliffwood Street altogether.

�I want to thank each and every
one of you for your decision on this.
While we�ve had a couple of bumps
in the road but I think we all learned
some lessons from this,� Mr.
Manigault told the council.

Evidently, members of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel asked the township
to change the name Cliffwood Street
to Shalom Way in honor of the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the
nation of Israel. The temple is the
only address on the short, dead end
street off Terrill Road.

However, in a 4-1 vote last spring,
the council approved the street name
change over area residents� objec-
tions. At that time, Councilwoman
Irene Schmidt moved to delay a vote
on the measure but was shot down.

When Mr. Manigault collected sig-
natures on a petition opposing the
street name change, the council re-
canted, and revoked the change but
decided to keep both names on the
street.

Lou Beckerman, who said he was
speaking on behalf of Beth Israel
members, told the council Tuesday,
�We�re very pleased with the out-
come� of the street name.

Councilman Martin Marks, who
sponsored the original street name
change stated, �I�m glad all sides
agreed with this.�

In other business, the council
agreed to transfer funds among vari-
ous municipal accounts in order to
cover costs. State law requires mu-
nicipalities wait until November to
redistribute the budget.

As part of the transfer, a total of
$120,000 was moved from Engineer-
ing Salaries and Wages, and Insur-
ance accounts to cover an additional
$70,000 in health insurance for mu-
nicipal staff and $50,000 in court
salaries and wages, and legal operat-
ing expenses.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins said state health benefits re-
quirements increased the money due
on the CIGNA municipal health in-
surance this year, which is the last
year of a three-year contract. Accord-
ing to officials, neighboring towns
are considering creating a Joint In-
surance Fund (JIF) that may ulti-
mately reduce municipal insurance
fees.

In a separate matter, the council
finalized a lease ordinance with
Jerseyland Park Community Center
along Jerusalem Road, to dump leaves
at the site for compost. The agree-
ment calls for a two-year lease at
$19,000 annually, up $500 from the
last lease.

The council also agreed to award
a bid for maintenance at the Munici-
pal Building for $1,225-a-month,
down $15 per month from last year.
Another bid went to Caffrey Tree
Service for tree pruning, planting,
and stump grinding. Rates averaged
$50-an-hour for the work. Officials
said the tree contract was for emer-
gencies and whatever the township
Department of Public Works were
unable to do.

Two long-time volunteer
firefighters in the township were rec-
ognized by the council as they retire.
Joseph Comer leaves with 30 years of
volunteer service and Capt. Frank
Lestarchik served 21 years.

The Mayor�s Gala last week raised
$4,600 for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Municipal Alliance, according to
Mayor Joan Papen. The Alliance
deals with drug use prevention pro-
grams.

The Gala is considered a non-par-
tisan fundraising event and this year
raised almost double the amount of
previous years, after Democrats won
a majority on the Township Council
last week.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2
•A Park Avenue business reported

finding a front window broken. Entry to
the building was not gained.

•A window was reported broken at
William J. McGinn Elementary School.
Entry to the school was not gained.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
•A contractor working on Edgewood

Terrace reported the theft of a pair of
construction boots.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
•A resident from the 300 block of

William Street reported that a vehicle
was entered and a small amount of
cash was taken.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6
•A resident of Raritan Road reported a

damaged mailbox post.

•Burglary to a residence in the 100
block of William Street was reported.
Entry to the house was obtained by forc-
ing a door. Electronic equipment and an
undetermined amount of cash and jew-
elry were stolen. The incident occurred
during daylight hours.

•Burglary to an apartment on
Valleyscent Avenue was reported. Entry
to the apartment was gained by forcing
open a bedroom window. A bedroom was
ransacked and cash and jewelry was
taken. The incident occurred early in the
evening.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
•The theft of two hand carts was re-

ported from a business located in the
2400 block of Plainfield Avenue. The
incident occurred overnight.

Halloween Window Painting
Contest Winners Announced

SCOTCH PLAINS � The win-
ners of the fifth annual Halloween
Window Painting contest in Scotch
Plains were chosen by members of
the Township Council and announced
at Tuesday�s governing body meet-
ing.

More than 75 students from Park
Middle School, Terrill Middle School
and St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School, along with 18 local mer-
chants, participated in this year�s
event, which was organized by the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA).

The winners this year were as fol-
low: Best Sixth Grade was State Farm
Insurance, done by St. Bart�s stu-
dents Terry Juba and Steven
Grabowski; Best Seventh Grade was
John�s Meat Market, done by St.
Bart�s students Tiffany Sprague and
Vincent Losavio, and Best Eighth
Grade was BJ�s Dressing Room, done

WINDOW ARTISTS�Youngsters from Park Middle School, Terrill Middle
School and St. Bartholomew Interparochial School recently took part in the fifth
annual Halloween Window Painting Contest in Scotch Plains, sponsored by the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association. Pictured are the winners
of the Best Seventh Grade award, done at John�s Meat Market by Vincent
Losavio and Tiffany Sprague of St. Bartholomew School. Winners were an-
nounced at Tuesday�s Township Council meeting.

by St. Bart�s students Jennifer Juba
and Aimee Antoine.

Best Detail painting was Connec-
tions Personnel, done by St. Bart�s
students Patrick Kennedy, Kevin
Ryan, Kevin Rotondo and Jonathan
Searls; Scariest painting was North
Jersey Eye Care, done by Park Middle
School students Sal Cerchio, Dakim
Gaines, Steven Carol and Malcolm
Shell; Most Original painting was
Park Photo, done by Park Middle
School students Aja Bundy, Emma
Sparber, Gina Ziegler, Nicole Tanguy
and Monique Morales.

The SPBPA thanked the local busi-
nesses who participated in the event,
especially Lisa Mohn from Apple
Blossom Flower Shop, who is the
Chairwoman of the event, and asso-
ciation President Ray Pardon of Nuts
N� Plenty, who worked with Ms.
Mohn organizing the event.

In addition, the SPBPA thanked
Mayor Joan Papen, Councilman Rob-
ert Johnston and Councilwoman Irene
T. Schmidt for judging the contest,
and the students who took part in the
community.

Friends of Library Host
New Membership Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS � The re-
cently-formed Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library has begun a
New Membership Drive.

According to Friends President Ted
Czarnomski, �We have a fine nucleus
of dedicated volunteers, but are look-
ing to expand our membership
throughout the community.�

Mr. Czarnomski continued, �We
have several programs in the plan-
ning stages � presentations and
speakers, grade school contests, a
regular newsletter and other
fundraising events, all of which will
be free to the public.

�We are seeking new members to
help work on some of these projects,�
he added.

The dues structure for joining the
Friends is $10 per person, $15 per
family, $50 per business or organiza-
tion, and $100 per benefactor.

�Our fundraising efforts will be
used to provide additional goods and
services to the Scotch Plains Public
Library,� Mr. Czarnomski contin-
ued.

The Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library is currently sponsor-
ing an �old� book drive to raise addi-
tional funds for the library. Dona-
tions of old books are being accepted
on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Anyone wishing to join the Friends
may pick up an application at the
library.

High School Schedules
Shoe Drive for Needy
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

� Students Concerned for the
Needy, the community service club
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, will hold its annual Shoe
Drive through Monday, Novem-
ber 30.

Donated shoes will be given to
local podiatrist Dr. Daniel
Margolin, who will sanitize and
distribute the shoes to the needy.

Agencies that have assisted with
this fundraiser in the past include
the Salvation Army in Trenton
and the Rescue Mission of Tren-
ton.

The club hopes to break its best
record of collecting 640 pairs of
shoes. Anyone interested in par-
ticipating in this drive may bring
new or slightly used shoes to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.
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Magnet High School
Sets Information Event

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Union
County Magnet High School for Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Technology
will host its second informational
session for interested applicants to
the Class of 2003, and their parents,
on Monday, November 30, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in the main auditorium at
Mancuso Hall, located on the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools campus at 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains.

Students are admitted to the Mag-
net High School from all districts
within Union County, and attend on
a full-time basis. Transportation is
provided. The curriculum prepares
students for entry into baccalaureate
degree programs.

The school, in collaboration with
Union County College, also offers
the opportunity for its students to
earn up to one year of college credit
prior to graduation from the school.

According to Corinne Wnek, Di-
rector of Student Services, the ses-
sion will feature speakers who will
describe the nature of magnet high
schools and how they differ from the
local comprehensive schools.

In addition, admissions policies will
be explained in detail, along with an
in-depth rundown of the curriculum
and other services offered.

For additional materials on the
Magnet High School and to make
reservations for the informational
session, where seating will be lim-
ited, please call Ms. Wnek in Student
Services at (908) 889-3800, Exten-
sion No. 201.

Jermal A. Quinn
Ends Naval Exercises
SCOTCH PLAINS - Navy Petty Of-

ficer 3rd Class Jermal A. Quinn, a 1990
graduate of Union Catholic High School
of Scotch Plains, recently completed
Exercise Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC)
1998 while aboard the aircraft carrier
USS Carl Vinson, home ported in
Bremerton, Washington.

Petty Officer Quinn was one of more
than 25,000 Sailors, Marines, Airmen,
Soldiers and Coast Guardsmen from
across the Pacific to participate in the
month-long exercise conducted near
Hawaii.

More than 50 snips and 200 aircraft
were involved in RIMPAC including
naval forces from Australia, Canada,
Japan, the Republic of Korea and the
United States.

During the final evolution of the ex-
ercise, Petty Officer Quinn�s ship led
10 ships across the Pacific ocean in
front of Waikiki Beach, Hawaii, for a
pass and review.

RIMPAC was a large-scale, multi-
faceted exercise conducted to improve
the interoperability of combined and
joint forces in tactics, command and
control, logistics and communications.

RIMPAC 98 was the 16th exercise in
a series which began in 1971 as an
annual exercise and became a biennial
exercise in 1974.
Petty Officer Quinn joined the Navy in
November of 1995.

ment prospects for the property.
The realtor told The Times he was

interested in bringing in a �qualified
buyer who is financially strong,� who
would develop the lot in a way �that
the town would approve of.�

During the November 4 agenda
meeting of the Fanwood Borough
Council, it was mentioned that an uni-
dentified individual had recently pro-
posed construction of a 24-unit apart-
ment complex on the site. Mr. Costa
said his client has not formally submit-
ted any proposal to local officials.

Apartments are one of several uses
for the property which have been
suggested at various times since Dean
Oil closed up shop in Fanwood a
decade ago.

Purchased by Dean Oil in 1947, the
site had long served as a storage and
distribution facility for fuel and heat-
ing oil. Fanwood tax records show the
current owner of the property to be
Savers� Shares of Morristown.

No further information was issued
by Dean Oil this week concerning the
purchase offer, or any development
possibilities for the site.

Revitalization of the property was
delayed while contaminated soil and
ground water were eradicated from
sections of the site.

Fanwood governing body mem-
bers have long hoped that the prop-
erty �regarded as a prime location for
ratables � could be returned to a
useful state.

After discontinuing its operations
there, Dean Oil submitted various
proposals to the state for cleaning up
the site. Contamination had been
traced to the former existence of sev-
eral underground storage tanks on
the property.

While the tanks themselves had
been excavated, pollutants had pooled
below the surface and remained in
the soil. Experts determined, how-
ever, that the contaminants had not
spread to other areas of the property.

The borough received certification
about a year ago from the state De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion that appropriate clean-up mea-
sures were complete on the property,

Dean Oil Property Appears
 Closer to Development

according to Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz.

Mrs. Schurtz, who serves as Chair-
woman of the Borough Council�s Land
Use and Historic Preservation Commit-
tee, recalled that several development
concepts for the property had been looked
at by officials over the years.

In addition to apartments, these
proposals included retail, a nursery
school and senior citizen housing.


