
OUR 108th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 20-98 FIFTY CENTS232-4407

The Westfield Leader
— Serving the Town Since 1890 —

Thursday, May 14, 1998USPS 680020
Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.

Published
Every Thursday

Postal Worker Saves Retiree’s Life
With CPR Skills Learned as Student

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A United States Postal Service mail
carrier at the Westfield Post Office —
calling on resuscitation skills he
learned years ago in high school —
recently saved the life of a retired

fellow postal worker who fell uncon-
scious after his heart began to beat
irregularly in a coffee shop.

Ramón H. Juarez, 31, came to the
rescue of Anthony Truono, 65, of
South Plainfield two weeks ago at
about 12:30 p.m. in the Station Cof-
fee Shoppe at the corner of South and
Summit Avenues in Westfield. The
two were chatting there when Mr.
Truono was stricken.

Mr. Juarez, a Garwood resident,
said he was in town on his day off
when he happened to meet Mr. Truono
at the coffee shop. “We were talking
about a house on a route that has a
spring water fountain you can drink
from, when he said he felt light-
headed,” Mr. Juarez recalled.

He asked coffee shop owner Joseph
Guglielmi to call for medical help.

Mr. Juarez said he caught Mr.
Truono as he fell, laid him on chairs
and began to administer cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR) for about
four minutes.

He successfully continued the pro-
cedure until Westfield police and the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
arrived at the shop some minutes
later.

Mr. Juarez said he learned CPR in
high school health class in
Kenilworth 17 years earlier, and still
remembered how to use it. “But I was
shaking,” the hero postal worker
admitted.

Mr. Guglielmi said he was calling
out instructions from the emergency
telephone service number while Mr.
Juarez worked.

Mr. Truono, who had undergone

heart bypass surgery in February, said
about Mr. Juarez, “I think he actually
saved my life.”

Mr. Juarez extended his best

wishes to Mr. Truono and his fam-
ily, saying to the retired postal worker
that “my prayers and thoughts go
out to you for a healthy and speedy
recovery.”

Mr. Truono was treated at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield and at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in New
Brunswick, and is now recovering at
home.

Mr. Truono, who left the Westfield
post office in 1978 following a heart
attack, revealed that since the inci-
dent in the coffee shop, he has had a
defibrillator — a device which emits
tiny electrical charges — implanted
through surgery.

Gretchen Bowman  for The Westfield Leader
COMING TO WESTFIELD?...First Ward Councilman Gregory S. McDermott, left, takes his turn behind the controls
of The Green Machine, a piece of equipment the town is considering purchasing to clean sidewalks in the downtown.
Pictured with him are Jim Walsh, a representative of Applied Sweepers, Inc., of Sharon Hill, Pennsylvania, which sells
the machine; Town Engineer and Director of Public Works Kenneth B. Marsh, and Janet Laski, in charge of the town’s
Clean Communities Grant program. Pictured in the inset is Norris Crampton, of Applied Sweepers, as he demonstrates
the equipment in the downtown.

‘Green Machine’ Viewed as Possible
Solution to Keeping Downtown Clean

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It pulverizes glass bottles, it shreds
aluminum cans for recycling, it can
even disinfect (with a mild detergent
and a broad-based anti-bacterial
material) animal waste. And, of
course it sweeps sidewalks — shoot-
ing trash into standard plastic gar-
bage can bags.

High technology may be becoming
to Westfield if the Town Council opts
to purchase, possibly through a part-
nership with the Downtown West-
field Corporation, “The Green Ma-
chine” for the cleanup of downtown
sidewalks.

Town officials and representatives
of the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and WDC were given a
demonstration of the machine Thurs-
day afternoon.

Jim Walsh, Account Manager of
Applied Sweepers, Inc., of Sharon
Hill, Pennsylvania, explained the
machine is gaining popularity in cit-
ies such as San Francisco, Philadel-
phia and in Times Square in New
York City.

Although the machine has only
been available in the United States
for two-and-half years, it has been
used overseas in the Vatican in Rome,
Colone, Paris, London and
Liverpool, England, and Edinburg,
Scotland.

The diesel-powered, 2.5-gallon
sweeper can run an entire day on one
tank of gasoline and can be operated
either by sitting on a seat or by push-
ing it. A vacuum-like hose can reach
in corners, sucking up cigarette butts
around trees, as well as spilled items
such as yogurt.

The biggest concern among offi-
cials is on who will operate the piece

of equipment.
Mr. Walsh said a benefit of The

Green Machine is that it is designed
to be used around pedestrians and
during the day-time. A built-in pub-
lic address system warns persons of
the approaching machine.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott said he believes by
purchasing one of the machines and
using it in the downtown, residents
and merchants would view the town
as being “pro active” by taking care
of the problem of litter in the busi-
ness district. The town presently does
not have a downtown cleanup pro-
gram.

Town Engineer and Director of
Public Works, Kenneth B. Marsh,
explained the cost of the machine,
$25,000, could be funded through
several revenue sources including the
annual $36,400 state Clean Commu-
nities Grant, through equipment ac-
counts with the town’s capital im-
provements budget and through the
WDC’s special improvement district
spending plan.

This summer the town will utilize
some of the state grant money to hire
college students with at least two
students assigned to litter patrol in

the downtown. The grant money can
be used for cleanup efforts in the
town and for public and educational
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Board Denies Dealership’s Bid
To Install 40-Square-Foot Sign

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment denied the approval of a new
40-square-foot sign for Thomas Lin-
coln-Mercury on South Avenue at
Monday’s meeting.

During last month’s hearing, the
owner of the establishment recom-
mended that board members view an
identical sign at a Ford dealership on
River Road in Summit.

Board member Michael Kelly, who
said he saw the Summit sign, stated
that “the sign is smaller and set back
farther on the street,” than owner
John Lauraicella had reported. Fel-
low board member Doris M. Molowa
said she agreed with Mr. Kelly.

The board allowed a sign which

measured the same as the original
28-foot sign, to be raised six feet off
the ground. Board members also al-
lowed the sign to have exterior light-
ing, as long as it is turned off at 10
p.m.

Originally, Mr. Lauraicella had
proposed a 75-square-foot sign when
he appeared before the board three
months ago.

In other business, Henry Ramer,
an attorney for Exxon Corporation,
told the board there were changes to
the company’s plan to expand an
existing gas station at the corner of
South and Central Avenues. The ex-
pansion will include the addition of
two new gas pumping islands, a Ti-
ger Mart retail store, and a 15-foot-
high, free-standing canopy.

In an earlier statement made to
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Ramer
said the facility is not a typical Exxon
station in that it has a lot of input on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Committee Renews Talks
On Parking Availability

Commuters have reclaimed ap-
proximately 50 parking spaces in the
South Avenue parking lot which were
lost during construction on the train
platforms, according to Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr.,
Chairman of the Town Council’s
Transportation, Parking and Traffic
Committee.

“With the conclusion of the con-
struction on the train platforms by NJ
Transit, space in the parking areas
formerly occupied by the construc-
tion company have been returned to
Westfield commuters,” Councilman
Sullivan said.

“With that catalyst, we must move
with a sense of urgency to address the
parking issues our community faces.
Parking improvements in our central
business district will top the agenda
of the Town Council’s Transporta-
tion, Parking and Traffic (TPT) Com-
mittee during the coming weeks —
with an end result of actions — not
just another study,” he continued.

“We will kick off this effort with a
series of public forums and surveys to

ensure that we give our citizens —
our customers — the chance to be
heard,” Councilman Sullivan ac-
knowledged, the first of the forums
was held last Thursday.

He outlined the three-part plans
for addressing the issue.

“First, we must sell additional per-
mits to those on the waiting list for
long-term parking, to fill the spaces
that have become available from the
completion of the construction,” he
observed.

“Second, we need to collect infor-
mation from individuals who use, or
would like to use, our parking facili-
ties. Survey forms will be sent to all
the existing permit holders and those
on the waiting lists,” the councilman
revealed.

“Using this information, the com-
mittee will evaluate alternate park-
ing locations or even a shuttle bus
service to and from the station.

“Third, the TPT committee will
hold public hearings and send to the
council for a vote the recommenda-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SUCCESSFUL VENTURE…The Passport to Education Dance-Party-Benefit
which was held last Friday night at the Westfield National Guard Armory was
a huge success. The event, attended by approximately 500 people, helped to raise
money for technology in the Westfield Public Schools. It was co-sponsored by
Comcast@Home and The Education Fund of Westfield. Pictured are Tom
Zemaitis, center, of Comcast@Home, with Debbie and Darryl Walker, event co-
organizers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HELPING THE NEEDY...Bob Batton, left, a retiree of the Westfield Post
Office; Emil Anthony, center, Coordinator of the annual food drive for the
Westfield/Mountainside Post Offices, and Westfield Postmaster Ken Brown,
are shown here inside the Westfield Food Pantry at Holy Trinity School with a
cart full of food collected as part of the annual food drive by the postal workers.
A total of 19,000 pounds of food was collected during the one-day collection in the
two communities.

MORE TIME ALLOWED FOR OFFICE BUILDING PLAN T O MOVE FORWARD

Hearing on Ordinance Kept
Open Regarding Park Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council on
Tuesday night opted not to adopt an
ordinance at this time which would
pave the way for the town to move
forward with a proposal to convert
the former Excellent Diner site into a
park.

The proposal for a park has moved
to the forefront as a result of a one-
year grant program, entitled “Project
Pocket Park,” being offered by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Based on the dollar-for-dol-
lar match, Westfield has been ap-
proved by the county Freeholder board
to receive $100,000 toward the ac-
quisition of the land and the subse-
quent creation of a park on the site.
The lot has been vacant since the
diner was moved to Germany in 1995.
The town, if it proceeds with the
proposal, will put in $100,000 to-
wards the project.

The council did adopt an ordi-
nance to move forward with appro-
priating funds to upgrade the play-
ground at the former Lincoln School
property on Westfield Avenue. The
$35,000 cost of the project will be
split between the town and the and
county as part of the same grant
program.

The Westfield Board of Education
is negotiating lease the playground
to the town. Such action would be
needed in order for the town to re-
ceive the county funds.

While Acting Mayor Lawrence A.
Goldman and Third Ward Council-
man John J. Walsh, both Democrats,
supported adopting the ordinance
Tuesday night, Republicans, who
hold a 6-3 majority on the council,
decided against taking such action at
this time.

Republicans said the governing
body agreed two weeks ago to hold
off on any action until the owner of
the former diner lot has had the op-
portunity to present an application
for a commercial building on the site
before the Planning Board.

At the council’s April 28 meeting,
Lee Honnecker, a Bernardsville
Councilman who represented his fam-
ily, which owns the property, told the
governing body of his family’s plans
for a three-story commercial build-
ing on the site.

On Tuesday, Mr. Honnecker said
he expects a formal application to be
filed with the office of the Westfield
Planning Board within two weeks,
thus making the deadline for the
board’s Monday, July 6 meeting.

The bottom floor will contain re-
tail space with the top two floors
being earmarked for offices.

During their conference meeting
held prior to the public session, Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Matthew P.
Albano, Chairman of the Building
and Town Property Committee, said
he would be making a motion to keep
the hearing open on the matter rather
than voting to adopt the ordinance.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott stated that the county
grant will not run out until the end of
the year and thus there is no rush to
adopt the ordinance at this time. He
urged Mr. Honnecker to keep the
application moving, noting that any
stalling of this process will put added
pressure on the Town Council to
move ahead with the park proposal.

Kenneth Rotter, of Greene Place,
an unsuccessful candidate in the race
for a Third Ward council seat last
November, referred to Republicans’
decision not to act on the ordinance
as “politics at its worst.” He said the
lack of any effort to develop the site
for commercial purposes indicates
that the lot is not suitable for com-
mercial development.

He questioned whether the town
might lose out on county funds be-
cause of its delay in adopting the
ordinance.

County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla indicated that although towns
will eventually be asked to provide a
written commitment to use the funds
this year, there is no set deadline on
when funds must be appropriated.

“We want to make every effort to
accommodate them (the towns),” he
said.

Mr. Honnecker told the council
that the plans for the building date
back several years. Mr. Honnecker’s
grandmother, Stella Lekas, 93, sold
the cab portion of the Excellent Diner
in 1995 to new owners who moved
the diner to Germany.

He said the family’s land surveyor,
EKA Associates of Scotch Plains,
has completed most of its work. Also,
the family met with the architect this
week to review plans for the build-
ing.

“We are moving right along,” Mr.
Honnecker told the council.

Upon a question from Councilman
McDermott as to whether the remain-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ramón H. Juarez
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its design from the Westfield com-
munity.

The new station will be located on
three lots and will be constructed of
red brick with a mansard-style roof
and gray shingles.

Exxon officials also plan to elimi-
nate the seven driveways currently
existing at the site and replace them
with three new driveways, one on
South Avenue and two on Central
Avenue.

According to Mr. Ramer, Exxon
significantly altered its original pro-
posal for the site in order to win board
approval.

The conditions for granting
Exxon’s requests addressed such is-
sues as an emergency exit, dumping
of food waste, the Tiger Mart sign
and left-hand turns out of the station.

The board agreed with a request
for the words “Tiger Mart” to appear
on the station’s sign. The board did
say, however, that it did not want the
picture of the tiger head on the sign.

The board also agreed that waste
from food and paper containers com-
bined would not have to be refriger-
ated as pure food waste is required to
be.

Lastly, the board agreed to an emer-
gency exit in the back of the building,
as opposed to the side, as was origi-
nally requested.

The board remained firm on a de-
cision to deny left-hand turns onto
Central Avenue from the station for
safety reasons.

In other business, the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield on
East Broad Street was allowed to
erect an elevator and tower within a
proposed 720-square foot addition.

According to David Bercaw, the
President of the church’s Board of
Trustees, the addition will provide

access “to all people who want to
come to the church.”

Architect Barbara Vincentsen, who
is working on the proposed addition,
said the church was concerned about
providing easy access to all of its
congregation.

The plans will eliminate all stairs
on the outside of the church and will
provide a lobby next to the elevator.
It will also provide bathrooms.

In other business, variances were
granted for a number of residents.

Robin and Cosmo Mellussi of 713
Garfield Avenue received approval
for a one-story addition; Robert and
Linda Clauss of 235 Edgewood Av-
enue were granted permission for a
porch, and Richard S. Murray of 609
Girard Avenue received the board’s
nod to put up two dormers.

In addition, Barbara Vincentsen of
238 Saint Paul Street was awarded
approval for a second-story addition
and two parking spaces, and Donald
Fishbein of 314 Scotch Plains Av-
enue successfully sought permission
to demolish an existing garage in
order to add a new one.

Guy Blades Williamson was
granted a variance to add a wrap-
around porch to his home at 528
Prospect Street. According to the
owner, a porch existed on the home
from 1901 to the 1940s, when it was
removed.

Robert and Kristine Riley of 224
Elizabeth Avenue must come back
next month to give the board specific
dimensions on their application for a
variance. The couple wants to put an
addition on the first floor of their
home.

Lastly, Paul Weintraub of 11 Breeze
Knoll Drive received an extension on
his application until Thursday, De-
cember 31.

programs regarding litter cleanup. The
funds can also be used to purchase
equipment such as The Green Ma-
chine.

In addition, Mr. Marsh noted that
there has been some discussion of hir-
ing a private firm for the trash collec-
tion service for the downtown side-
walk trash bins. This service, con-
ducted three days a week, is currently
provided by the Department of Public
Works.

Westfield purchased three sweep-
ers, referred to as Billy Goats, six or
seven years ago, which have hardly
been used due to their high level of
noise and limited use. Apartment
dwellers in the downtown complained
about the early morning hour use of the
machines.

Mr. McDermott said “The Green
Machine would make the DPW “that
much more efficient.”

Mr. Walsh explained the machine
has two dual-counter rotating brushes
in the front. Debris is centered and
collected through a vacuum with glass
and cans pulverized and shredded by a
steel impeller.

“It works as a great supplement to
good street sweeping programs,” Mr.
Walsh noted.

Mr. Marsh said, currently, the town
does not have a sidewalk cleaning
program. In the past, local merchants
have cleaned up their own sidewalks.

“To have the streets downtown swept

on a regular basis, and cleaned like
this...It would make so much of a dif-
ference — not only to the merchants
who are here all the time, but to the
shoppers,” said Debbie Schmidt, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Chamber.

Joe Spector, Chairman of DWC, said
he believes regular use of the machine
“would set a tone and a demeanor in
the downtown.”

Michael La Place, DWC Executive
Director, explained that the DWC
board would likely work to provide
some of the funds for the program,
noting that some person would have to
be assigned to work the machine on a
regular basis.

Mr. La Place said the DWC has no
problem providing funds as long as it
is for a service that is not currently
provided by the town. Funds are cur-
rently available in the DWC’s 1998
budget under an item listed as “general
downtown projects” which could be
used towards the purchase of the ma-
chine.

In conclusion, Councilman
McDermott said he believes purchase
of The Green Machine “would just be
positive thing for the town.”

“I would like to think that we are
seriously going to do this,” he noted.

Mr. Marsh said he will research
the machine by contacting other cit-
ies using them before moving ahead
with a recommendation to the gov-
erning body.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘Green Machine’ Is Viewed
As Solution For Downtown
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Board Denies Dealership’s
Bid for 40-Square-Foot Sign

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
• Police reported that a garage door

opener and registration information were
stolen from an automobile in a municipal
lot on Watterson Street.

THURSDAY, MAY 7
• A possible burglary was reported at

a Village Circle residence, according to
police, although nothing was discovered
missing.

FRIDAY, MAY 8
• A resident of Rahway Avenue re-

ported that an unknown individual shat-
tered the front window on her house.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
• A New York resident reported the

theft of a cellular telephone from his
vehicle while it was parked on Faulkner
Drive.

• A resident of Cowperthwaite Place
reported the theft of a safe from the
basement of his residence. There was
nothing of value contained in the safe,
authorities said.

• A Westfield woman reported that
her wallet was stolen while she was at a
North Avenue department store.

• The theft of a Motorola cellular
telephone was reported by a Westfield
woman, who said the telephone was taken
from her vehicle on Maple Street.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
• A woman reported that a carved

sign in the shape of a dog was stolen from
in front of her North Avenue residence.

• Paul Leporiere, 27, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with criminal
trespass on Carleton Road after he alleg-
edly entered a home without permission,
according to police. He was issued a
summons and released.

• A Ripley Avenue resident reported
that someone spray painted graffiti on
the north side of his home.

• A Fanwood resident reported that
someone broke the driver’s side mirror
and the back window on her vehicle
while it was parked at Tamaques Park.

MONDAY, MAY 11
• Police filed a theft of services report

on behalf of an Irvington taxi cab com-
pany, which told authorities that a cus-
tomer had failed to pay the fare after
being transported from Irvington to Sus-
sex Street.

• Police reported that a 19-year-old
student at Westfield High School was
assaulted by a 17-year-old fellow student
at the school.

The latter student was charged by po-
lice Tuesday afternoon with assault in
connection with the incident. Authori-
ties said there were no weapons involved.

The victim was transported to Rahway
Hospital, where he was treated for his
injuries and released later that day.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MAY 4
• Six hundred block of Norwood

Drive — carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation.

• Seven hundred block of West Broad
Street — structure fire.

• Four hundred block of Topping Hill
Road — system malfunction.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue — structure fire.

• Two hundred block of Scotch Plains
Avenue — structure fire.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street — system malfunction.

TUESDAY, MAY 5
• Five hundred block of Trinity Place

— false call.
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

— system malfunction.
• Four hundred block of Poets Place

— unintentional alarm.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

• Two hundred block of Wells Street
— power line down.

• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts
Mill Road — electrical short.

• One hundred block of Cacciola Place
— smoke condition.

• Seven hundred block of Knollwood
Terrace — service call.

THURSDAY, MAY 7
• Seven hundred block of Dorian Road

— unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Washington

Street — smoke condition.
• Seven hundred block of Scotch

Plains Avenue — smoke condition.
FRIDAY, MAY 8

• Nine hundred block of Wyandotte

Trail — system malfunction.
• Central Avenue and Sycamore Street

— automobile accident.
• One thousand block of Summit Av-

enue — unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Park Street

— wire down.
SATURDAY, MAY 9

• Seven hundred block of St. Marks
Avenue — system malfunction.

• Nine hundred block of Minisink
Way — lock out.

• Two hundred block of Benson
Place — carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
• Six hundred block of Rahway Av-

enue — power line down.
• Two hundred block of Myrtle Av-

enue — power line down.
• Three hundred block of John Street

— tree on wires.
• Five hundred block of South Av-

enue West — structure fire.
• Two hundred block of Maryland

Street — water evacuation.
• Seven hundred block of Norman

Place — system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Elm Street —

unintentional alarm.

DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER…Congressman Bob Franks awards Corinne
Liebrich of Westfield a certificate of appreciation during the fifth annual
Seventh Congressional District Volunteer of the Year Ceremony which was held
recently in Plainfield. In observance of National Volunteers Week, the congress-
man recognized more than 80 individuals and organizations from throughout
Central New Jersey for their hard work and dedication to the community.

tions of the 1996 parking study,”
Councilman Sullivan explained.

The parking study, produced by
the RBA Group, a parking consult-
ant, and a select panel of volunteers
appointed by then-Mayor Bud
Boothe, recommended changing the
“mix” of short-term and long-term
lots in the business district to better
meet the demand of commuters.

The next hearing of the TPT Com-
mittee on this topic will be held this
Wednesday May 20, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Room at the West-
field Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street.

Copies of the parking study have
been sent to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, which operates the
downtown special improvement dis-
trict, the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, and are available at the
Westfield Memorial Library and
Town Clerk Joy C. Vreeland’s office
at the Municipal Building.

Committee Renews
Talks Concerning

Parking Availability
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TEEN AIDS VICTIM SPEAKS TO HIGH SCHOOLERS…Students in health
classes at Westfield High School (WHS) were visited recently by a teenage girl
who contracted the AIDS virus from her mother. She described the emotional
and physical reactions to the disease and answered questions from the students.
Attending one of the classes, left to right, are: front row, WHS student Urinda
Ras, Supervisor of Health Education Margaret Teitelbaum, the guest speaker
“Nina,” and students Dan Adams and Will Hannis; top row, Stephanie Flynn,
Gordon Koslusky, Matt Krug, Wendy Linn and Andrew Lange.

MassMustual Honors
Herbert H. Wright
Herbert H. Wright of Westfield, a

local MassMutual agent, has been
named to the company’s Chairman’s
Club for 1998.

Mr. Wright, a co-owner of Benefit
S e r v i c e
Company
of West-
field, has
r e c e i v e d
this honor
11 times in
r e c e n t
years. This
d e s i g n a -
tion recog-
nizes out-
s t a n d i n g
p r o f e s -

sional achievement.
Mr. Wright is a 29-year agent of

MassMutual. In 1990 and 1992, he
was named Agent of the Year,
MassMutual’s highest individual
honor.

He is a Past President of the
MassMutual Agents Association and
Executive Compensation Associa-
tion, and is a past Director of the
Newark Chapter of CLU and the Tri-
County Estate Planning Council.

In addition, Mr. Wright is a Char-
tered Life Underwriter and Char-
tered Financial Consultant.

Mr. Wright holds a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business from
Bucknell University, and is a Past
President of the northern New Jersey
Bucknell Alumni Association.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing part of the diner building could be
taken down, Mr. Honnecker said he would
check with his engineer to see if that part
of his family’s plans could be started
earlier.

Due to the inclusion of a basement in
the building plans, Mr. Honnecker said
he did not know if the hole on the site
could be filled in and then later exca-
vated for the basement.

In response to an inquiry from Acting
Mayor Goldman as to what would hap-
pen should the Planning Board deny his
application, Mr. Honnecker indicated his
family would probably have to consider
selling the land.

Mr. Goldman said adopting the ordi-
nance does not commit the town to fur-
ther action at this time. He said if the
owners gain approval from the Planning
Board to construct the building, then the
council has accomplished its goal of hav-
ing the site cleaned up.

“As an eyesore, it is a blight on that
portion of the downtown and all of us
who own property and live in this town
suffer because of it,” he said, adding that
property values have depreciated because
of the condition of the site.

“All we are doing is setting up the
necessary financing (to purchase the
site),” added Councilman Walsh.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., said he believed there was
a “clear understanding” by all members
of the council not to hold a second read-
ing on the ordinance until further facts on
the Planning Board application are forth-
coming.

Acting Mayor. Goldman said the gov-
erning body’s discussion on April 28 to
hold the hearing open was not a unani-
mous council decision, adding that he,
for one, did not support that decision.

“To me there is no reason to put this on
the fast track,” responded First Ward
Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick, who cast
the lone dissenting vote on the introduc-
tion of the ordinance two weeks ago. “I
think the sentiment is that we are giving
this developer the opportunity to put
forth these plans.”

Councilwoman Vernick, the Republi-
can candidate for Mayor this year, said
she would prefer the county funds be
used to make improvements to existing
town athletic fields. Councilwoman
Vernick said she does not believe a park
along a state highway, Route No. 28, is a
good idea.

She said developing the property as a
commercial ratable would be a “win-
win” situation for the town.

Second Ward Councilman James J.
Gruba said he believes the council might
have used the funds differently had they
been given all pertinent information on
how the county funds could be used. He
said a newspaper account in The West-
field Leader indicated uses of the funds
that the council was not made aware of.

Third Ward Councilman John J. Walsh,
in an unsuccessful effort to gain Repub-
lican support, said he believed the coun-
cil may have to make a “last minute
decision” later in the year to move for-
ward with the park plan. He feared the
delay in adopting the ordinance could
result in the town not having enough time
to legally advertise the council’s action
and appropriate the funds for the park.
He said the $100,000 grant represents
two-thirds of a tax point in Westfield,
and would be lost if the funds are not
used in 1998. A tax points equals
$180,000 in spending.

Councilwoman Vernick said the loss
of the property from the town’s tax books
would, in itself, result in the loss of a tax
point from town revenues.

She said the Westfield Tax Assessor
has indicated that if developed for pri-
vate use, the Excellent Diner site could
generate an estimated $18,000 in taxable
ratables for the town.

“I don’t think that it is fair to the
taxpayers in Westfield to tax them for
this development and than prevent them
from receiving a ratable on that land,”

she stated.
Councilman McDermott said action by

the council at this time, after it had agreed
to the 60-day time frame for Mr. Honnecker
to go before the Planning Board, would
“undercut” the latter and his family’s
efforts to proceed with their plans.

Mr. Goldman noted that the proposed
action by the town has pushed the own-
ers of the lot to move forward with their
plans. He said adoption of the ordinance
would indicate to the Lekas family that
the town is “serious” about cleaning up
the site.

Among those residents opposed to the
pocket park was former Councilman and
1996 and 1998 mayoral contender
Norman N. Greco.

He said he was against the taking of
private property through “eminent do-
main” as proposed by the town. Mr.
Greco explained that the town’s portion
of the funds for the pocket park would be
better spent towards completing improve-
ments at Mindowaskin Park, located ad-
jacent to the Municipal Building.

Mr. Greco said he has learned that the
only thing standing in the way of a com-
mercial building application for the diner
site is lack of parking spaces, something
he noted faces all new prospective busi-
nesses in the downtown.

Mr. Greco said the town should in-
stead use its exterior property mainte-
nance code to force the property owner to
clean up the lot. He said a park would
only create a secluded area for youths to
hang out at night, thus requiring police
patrols.

“I don’t believe the Lekas family
should be used as a political coin be-
cause the town government was remiss
in their duties,” he said.

Mr. Goldman later referred to the
remark that politics has played a part in
the council’s action as “unfortunate.” He
said the issue should have bi-partisan
support.

He told Mr. Honnecker that the re-
maining portion of the diner building
should be removed, noting that it was the
reason the council decided to take action
in the first place.

Anthony M. Laporta, another former
councilman and mayoral contender, said
he supports the proposal for the park,
noting the county program has given the
town an opportunity to create open space
in the downtown.

While stating the development of the
land for commercial use should be al-
lowed to move forward if, in fact, it can
be done, Mr. Laporta urged the council
not to wait too long for these plans to go
forward.

Sal Antonelli, of Kimball Avenue, a
member of the town’s Recreation Com-
mission, also spoke in support of the
ordinance.

A licensed real estate appraiser and
former Realtor in town, Mr. Antonelli
indicated that the county’s program fol-
lows along Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s efforts to preserve open space
in New Jersey.

In other business, the council addressed
an application by Sir Puffs Café on Elm
Street for a sidewalk café. Council mem-
bers expressed concern that there may
not be enough space for pedestrians to
pass by the four tables as proposed.

Paul Femia, a partner in the establish-
ment, said flavored coffees and desserts
would be served at the tables and reus-
able serviceware would be used. In plans
submitted to the council, Sir Puffs’ op-
erators have indicated there is enough
room for pedestrians to walk.

He said he felt discriminated against
that his application was undergoing such
scrutiny. Mr. Goldman pointed out that
Sir Puffs is being treated in the same
fashion as any other first-time café op-
erators.

In terms of cigar smoke, as questioned
by Mr. Goldman, Mr. Femia said he just
wants to be treated fairly on this issue,
noting that all cafés should follow the
same criteria.

Bank Customers May Pay
To Much to Use Their Money

The average bank customer may
be paying a lot more than need be for
the privilege. The goal should be to
keep more money in your account
than in the bank’s vault. The follow-
ing rules should be followed:

• Remember the “Rule of Three”
— compare at least three institutions
before you decide where to do your
banking. The closest bank is not
always the best choice.

• If you are an ATM (Automatic
Teller Machine) frequenter, don’t
do business with a bank that charges
you to use it. The average bank
charges $1 for each use of the ATM
machine. That may not sound like
a lot of money, but think of it this
way — if you use the ATM only
twice a week, that’s over $100 you
are paying a year to use your own
money.

Consider looking elsewhere to
bank if this is a service you have
made a habit.

• Don’t order checks from your
bank. If you do, you are paying up to
three times as much as you should.
Banks charge $12-15 for the same
checks you can order through the
mail for $5. Whether you are open-

ing a new account or just need to
reorder checks, you can save more
than half on this recurring expense
by ordering directly.

• Choose the account that best suits
your needs. Bank accounts are like
clothes — they come in lots of shapes
and sizes. By finding the “right”
bank account, you can significantly
lower your costs.

To illustrate, if you usually keep a
healthy balance in your checking
account, you can eliminate the $7 to
$10 monthly account fee by locating
a bank that won’t charge it as long as
you keep the required minimum
amount.

If you write a few checks a month,
select an account that will let you
write a set number of checks each
month (usually 8 to 10) without charg-
ing a monthly fee. Remember too,
some services may be worth paying
for — like the return of your canceled
checks. If you like the bank you are
with but want a better deal, negoti-
ate.
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