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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded that copy should
be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on
the Friday prior to publication. The
Times� e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we en-
courage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.

Fire Causes Extensive Damage
To Two-Family on Raritan Road

David B. Corbin for The Times
SEVERELY DAMAGED...This two-family home on Raritan Road sustained
severe damage following a fire last Thursday. The blaze was reportedly caused
by a faulty refrigerator. No injuries were reported.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Times

A fire that severely damaged at least
part of a two-story house on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains last Thursday
night was put under control in less
than an hour�s time, according to po-
lice and fire reports.

The first and second floors, as well
as the basement, of the house at 920
Raritan Road are apparently rented

out by separate tenants, police said.
The blaze began shortly before 9

p.m. on March 12, about a day after a
severe cold-weather snap had hit the
area. Fire officials say the blaze began
in the first-floor apartment, due to a
faulty refrigerator there.

Scotch Plains Chief of Police Tho-
mas O�Brien said that apparently only
the second-floor tenant was home
when the blaze began.

That tenant, the chief explained,
smelled smoke and went downstairs
to the first floor to see if anyone was
home. Finding no one there, the ten-
ant kicked in the door and entered the
apartment to find a great deal of smoke
already present, Chief O�Brien said.

Having access to a small fire extin-
guisher, the tenant tried unsuccess-
fully to stop the fire. Police were alerted
at exactly 9 p.m. Scotch Plains Patrol-
man Brian Chaney was the first officer
to respond, arriving at the scene
shortly after authorities were alerted
to the fire, police reports indicated.

Patrolman Chaney discovered that
smoke was exiting through the front-
door area and also found that the
entire back side of the house was
ablaze, the chief said.

Two other township police officers
who arrived at the scene, Sergeant
Mark Zyla and Patrolman Brian

Garbinski, entered the first-floor unit
and crawled further inside to see if
anyone might still be in the house, but
were eventually driven back out be-
cause of the smoke, Chief Ellis added.

Both men were treated at Overlook
Hospital in Summit and released, the
chief noted.

Township Fire Chief Jonathan P.
Ellis confirmed that the fire had been
started by a faulty refrigerator com-
pressor, and that the first of six Scotch
Plains fire units arrived at 9:09 p.m.,
seven minutes after an alarm time of
9:02 p.m.

Describing it as a two-alarm fire
because out-of-town units were
needed, Chief Ellis said the fire was
�under control in 35 minutes and it
was out in an hour.�

The first-floor tenants, described
as a couple and their 17-year-old
daughter, were not at home when the
blaze started, although police found a
computer belonging to the girl still to
be on.

Although the three families in-
volved � none of whom could be
identified as of press time � were
reportedly allowed to return later to
retrieve some personal items, it re-
mains unclear as to how long it will be
before the damage can be repaired by

LAW BANS SEX BUSINESSES WITHIN 1,000 FEET OF SCHOOLS

Fanwood Council Unveils Ordinance
To Bring Sidewalk Cafés to Borough

By RUSSELL R. WATKINS
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council in-
troduced on first reading a proposed
ordinance which, if adopted next
month, will pave the way for down-
town sidewalk cafés in the borough.

The council scheduled a second
reading and public hearing for 8 p.m.
on Thursday, April 9, at which time the
council will either approve or reject the
proposed ordinance.

The ordinance is part of an effort to
revitalize and attract business to the
downtown area.

Borough Council President Bruce
Walsh said he hopes �this resolution
will provide an opportunity for mer-
chants to make their shops more at-
tractive and will help clean up and
draw more people� to the downtown
area.

The proposed ordinance would
place some restrictions on any busi-
ness wishing to establish a sidewalk
café. Chairs and tables will not be
permitted in front of doorways, al-
though they can be situated to the
right or left of them. Sidewalks must
also have a minimum six-foot clear-
ance for pedestrians. Stores with trees
in front will have few or no tables as a
result of this second restriction.

Councilman William E. Populus

threatened to vote against the pro-
posed ordinance because he was not
provided with sketches of the pro-
posed café area as he had previously
requested.

Councilman Stuart S. Kline reminded
council members that a first reading
approval was �not on the merits� of
the proposed ordinance, but simply
part of the process by which the coun-
cil brings the matter to a final vote.

Many council members agreed,
noting that there would still be time to
change the ordinance before the sec-
ond reading comes to a vote. They
pointed out that if the first reading
were not passed it would preclude
any sidewalk café from opening until
late in the summer and possibly not
until next year.

In other business, the council pro-
claimed March 14 and 15, this past
weekend, as Mental Retardation
Awareness Weekend. The council
members had urged men and women
to pray for the six million children and
their families affected by mental retar-
dation.

The council also recognized the
Fanwood Voluntary Rescue Squad.
In presenting the service award, Coun-
cilman Walsh noted with pride the
squad�s large number of volunteers,
as well as their �professionalism and

dedication.� He also noted that not
every town enjoyed the high level of
participation that Fanwood does.

The council also adopted, on sec-
ond reading, an ordinance regulating
sexually oriented businesses in
Fanwood. The ordinance prohibits
any sexually oriented business from
operating within 1,000 feet of schools,
businesses and residences. An ear-
lier ordinance had previously banned
such businesses from within 500 feet
of schools and businesses.

MOVING BOARD OFFICES TO HIGH SCHOOL FOR EXTRA SPACE ALSO PROPOSED

Parents Petition School Bd. in Opposition
To Consolidation of Preschool Programs

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Parents of children enrolled in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict preschool programs filled the
Board of Education conference room
last Thursday evening for the board�s
regularly-scheduled agenda meeting,
to hear the administration�s proposal
regarding the consolidation of much
of the preschool program in an Early

Childhood Center (ECC) at Park
Middle School.

A petition opposing the proposal,
which was said to contain 300 signa-
tures, was submitted to the board by
a parent representative during the
meeting.

The proposal calls for relocation of
the preschool programs, effective
Tuesday, September 8, as follows:
move the preschool handicapped (five
half-day programs) from Brunner El-
ementary School to the proposed Early
Childhood Center at Park; relocate the
Title One preschool program from
Brunner to the ECC at Park; and relo-
cate the Pervasive Developmental
Disorder (PDD) program, a full-day
preschool handicapped program, from
Coles Elementary School to Brunner.

The Title One class at School One
would remain there to facilitate
mainstreaming opportunities.

Relocation of the PDD program,
which is expected to expand to two
classes for the 1998-1999 school year,
to Brunner would also allow for
mainstreaming of students as appro-
priate.

The present preschool program
serves a total of 109 youngsters: 58
Title One, 44 preschool handicapped
and seven PDD. The majority of these
students will move on to Kindergar-

ten for the 1998-1999 school year, leav-
ing 25 children directly affected by the
relocation.

A task force comprised of parents,
staff members and administrators is in
place to facilitate the move.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye is also suggesting the dis-
trict modify all preschool programs to
a four-day schedule on a trial basis for
the 1998-1999 school year.

Her proposal states this modifica-
tion would allow time for parent-
teacher meetings as well as planning
time for staff members. There were no
comments from board members or
parents on this particular issue.

�Why relocate now?� asked sev-
eral board members.

According to Dr. Choye, the district
anticipates an increase in student
population of 16 percent over the next
five years, and a number of support
service classrooms at each of the five
elementary schools are already doing
�double duty.�

Student enrollment in Kindergar-
ten through grade 12 for 1997-1998
stands at 4,107. By 2002-2003, that
number is expected to grow to 4,775.

Other variables that could affect
projected enrollment figures, but are
difficult to predict, are the number of
students who enter district schools

from full-day Kindergartens, and the
impact of the empty nest syndrome.

An upcoming door-to-door survey
by the local Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion should help the district obtain
more accurate information on these
factors, officials said.

Janet Killeen of Fanwood ques-
tioned why the administration wanted
a decision on the relocation program
before the survey was completed and
its results tallied.

Topping the list of concerns ad-
dressed in the proposal by the super-
intendent and Director of Special Ser-
vices Eleanor McClymont was safety.
A one-way traffic pattern from School
One to Park, staggered entry and exit
times and separate entrances for
middle and preschool youngsters are
recommended.

Renovations to facilities in the
amount of $50,000 are proposed. Reno-
vations would include painting and
carpeting classrooms �to create an
appropriate learning environment,�
and creating separate spaces for
speech, occupational and physical
therapy.

At Park, two lavatory facilities would
be provided for the preschool stu-
dents, including a handicapped-ac-
cessible lavatory.

The entrance to Park nearest School
One and closest to the proposed pre-
school facilities would be handi-
capped accessible. Sinks would be
installed in classrooms that do not
already have them.

Rooms at Brunner and Park that
would be used for full-day preschool
would have air conditioners installed
in them.

With respect to instruction, special
classes (i.e. art, music and physical
education) would continue.
Preschoolers would have access to
School One playground facilities and
special school events. In inclement
weather, busing would be provided
between the buildings.

School One Principal Jeffrey Grysko
would administrate the preschool pro-
grams at Park, while Evelyn J. Shep-
herd, Principal of Brunner, would be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SUPPORTERS OF YOUTH�Three area residents were recently presented
with the annual Service to Education Award by the Education Enrichment
Foundation of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Pictured, left to right, are Foun-
dation President Wayne Morse, who presented the awards, and recipients Dr.
Albert DeSousa, Barbara Anilo and Fred Chemidlin.  Please see a story on
Page 3.

RESERVE APPLICATION TESTIMONY TO CONTINUE NEXT MONTH

Township Planning Board Grants
Subdivision on Sunnyfield Lane

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board,
in a 6-1 decision Monday night, ap-
proved an application by Jennifer and
Bill Clancy of Sunnyfield Lane to sub-
divide their property into two lots.
The couple plans to build a home on
the new lot and sell the land.

An engineer testifying on behalf of
the Clancys, said that the new lot fits
all the requirements of the residential
zone. The only variance needed was
on the existing lot.

The Clancys have an enclosed
wooden front porch that is 39.83 feet
from the road, where the township
requires 40 feet.

�If we vote against this application,
the Clancys could appeal our deci-
sion,� board Chairman George Tomkin
said. �The appeals court would not
uphold our decision, in my opinion.�

Nancy Malool, the only board mem-
ber to veto the plans, said she didn�t
feel that granting the variance was
absolutely necessary.

�I didn�t see compelling reason to
grant the variance for the house, which
is two inches shorter in the front,� Ms.

Malool said.
In a previous meeting there was

some debate about the front-yard
setback. A township ordinance stipu-
lates that a house must be placed a
certain amount of feet from the road.

That distance is determined by av-
eraging the front-yard distance from
homes 500 feet from the proposed
structure. The previous plans had the
new lot�s house 47 feet from the road.

That number was revised to 54 feet
in the front because the applicant and
the township took into account resi-
dences located 500 square feet east of
the proposed home and the adjacent
property. The L-shape design of the
street complicated the previous esti-
mate, so the board took another look
at the area.

Approximately a dozen neighbors
that live near the Clancys expressed
their objection to the development.
Many submitted letters to the Plan-
ning Board, but petitions and letters
are not accepted by the board. Many
protesters read their letters to the
board.

�You should be proud of the people
who came out tonight,� said Clancy

application objector Elvia Krege. �The
Clancys will sell their property and
destroy the community and you and
I will pay the price. She�s (Jennifer
Clancy) in it only for the money.�

Councilman Martin Marks, a mem-
ber of the board, in addressing the
concerns of area residents in his state-
ment, said governing bodies should
not dictate the type of home a person
may build as long as the structure
adheres to required guidelines.

�I would have a hard time with a
governing body dictating what a ho-
meowner can do on their property
(within mandated guidelines),� Coun-
cilman Marks said.

�If you don�t like how your area is
zoned, there are mechanisms to make
changes. As a member of Township
Council, I would be very interested in
hearing your comments about zon-
ing,� he added.

Many objectors were concerned
over the possibility that a five-bed-
room, three-story Colonial-style home
was going to be built on the lot. Homes
in this area typically are ranch-style
homes with big lots. The Planning

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

TOWNSHIP TO SPEND FUNDS TO RID GOLF CLUB OF ROOSTING BIRDS

Township Council Set to Formally
Support New FAA Flight Patterns

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil said it would pass a formal resolu-
tion this Tuesday, March 24, in sup-
port of the Federal Aviation
Administration�s (FAA) six-month
test on flight patterns that started
March 15 at Newark International
Airport to reduce noise from low-fly-

ing aircraft over residential areas.
The test involves a 260-degree turn

at higher altitudes for aircraft just to
the southwest of the runways. Air-
craft should then follow an industrial
tract between Rahway and Carteret.
The council endorsed the testing af-
ter a discussion of the test routes with
FAA officials at a public meeting in
February.

The council will stipulate that the
FAA continue to pursue other solu-
tions to the noise pollution from New-
ark Airport and that the FAA report
bimonthly to the council on noise-
level tests. The council also wants to
see an FAA ocean-routing study
where noisy, low-flying aircraft would
loop back over the Hudson River and
Atlantic Ocean before heading west
at higher altitudes.

On a different matter, the council
agreed in an agenda meeting to spend
$4,000 over five nights this summer to
rid a wooded area near Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club of large flocks
of roosting birds. Council members
said this action is in response to Ar-
rowwood Drive and Wood Road resi-
dents� complaints of noise and drop-
pings from large flocks that they feared
were creating a health hazard.

United States Department of Agri-
culture biologists confirmed the pres-
ence of large numbers of grackles,
blackbirds and starlings and proposed

to fire loud �fireworks� and distress
calls to disperse the birds.

On another matter, the governing
body heard from a council task force
on improvements to the downtown
about proposals for 60 banners and a
gazebo to be built at the corner of the
Village Green by Memorial Day, Mon-
day, May 25.

Members of the Scotch Plains Busi-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times

CAFÉS ARE COMING...The Fanwood downtown shopping area will soon see
the addition of sidewalk cafés, something which has greatly improved the
ambiance of surrounding communities such as Westfield and Millburn.
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the building�s owner.
�When they�ll be allowed back in,

I couldn�t tell you,� commented
Chief O�Brien, who surmised that it
could take some two months or more
before the tenants could return to
live at the house.

Chief Ellis said this past Monday
that all of the tenants did find other
places to stay, at least temporarily.
He said that the first-floor kitchen
and the rear of the building were
gutted, and that the rest of the floor
had sustained �a lot of heat dam-
age.�

There was water damage in the
basement, along with some fire dam-
age done to the second-floor attic,
Chief Ellis added.

When asked if a faulty refrigera-
tor compressor was generally un-
common, Mr. Ellis said it was, and
that neither very new nor very old
appliances were particularly sus-
ceptible.

�It could be any age, but this is
really the first fire we�ve had in over
20 years of this magnitude that is

Fire Causes Heavy Damage
To Two-Family Residence

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

attributable to a refrigerator,� Mr.
Ellis responded.

The fire chief said that one engine
from neighboring Fanwood assisted
in extinguishing the blaze, while an-
other engine from Garwood stood
on call at the Scotch Plains fire
house.

responsible for the PDD program at
that school. Susan Flannery, Special
Education Supervisor, would con-
tinue to supervise the preschool
handicapped program.

Board member Thomas Russo was
skeptical about the $50,000 cost pro-
jection to renovate space at Park and
Brunner.

Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary Matthew A. Clarke said written
estimates from contractors had been
obtained.

Mr. Russo, along with several mem-
bers of the audience, asked the admin-
istration to substantiate a $500,000
figure put forth as the cost to convert
board and administrative offices at
Evergreen into classroom space.

Parents enthusiastically favored
that option over the proposal to move
preschool classes into Park.

Board President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon committed the board to re-
search the $500,000 figure and obtain
more detailed figures.

Pat Regal, a Brunner parent, asked
members to consider Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School as a possible
site for board offices.

Board Vice President Jessica
Simpson was irritated by the implica-
tion that the administration had not
�covered all its bases� in recommend-
ing relocation of the preschool.

�The administration looked at it as
a problem with space in the district,�
said Mrs. Simpson. �I look at their
recommended proposal as visionary.
It addresses concerns...and creates a
self-contained, beautiful space. In
helping the district to relocate other
students, it frees up the space we
need.�

Board member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. disagreed.

�There are too many holes in the
proposal regarding safety,� he said.

Among his concerns, Mr. Saridaki
listed hallway monitoring, staff park-
ing, delivery vehicles, buses and use
of the stairways.

Parents also questioned the haz-
ards posed by staff, bus and delivery
vehicle parking behind the school.
Mr. Clarke said the buses could park
in the front lot adjacent to the middle
school.

�My main concern is to physically
segregate preschool students from
the general population,� added Mr.
Saridaki. �There�s a lot of action in the
hallways that concerns me.�

�When a child leaves the class-
room,� countered Mrs. Simpson,
�would he or she be unaccompanied
at any time?�

�No,� replied Dr. Choye.
�I�m befuddled about the safety

issues if a middle school child runs
into a preschool child,� said board
member Theresa Larkin. �Let�s think
about whose children we�re talking
about. (Proximity) would benefit all.�

Board member Richard R. Meade
questioned the provision for aides to
accompany the children; evacuation

Parents Voice Opposition
To Consolidate Preschool

plans in case of emergency; the pos-
sibility of converting the board meet-
ing room into two or three classrooms
for PDD students, and the availability
of alternative space for preschool stu-
dents within the community.

Applause greeted parent Rosemary
DiBattista�s comment that she heard
�a lot of talk about facilities, and not
a lot about very young children.�

�Exposure to Kindergarten and up
role models, who are physically around
the corner, eases the transition for
preschool children,� she said. �An
elementary school setting is integral
to the Title One program.�

Another parent proposed increas-
ing capacity of available space by
scheduling additional sections of pre-
school classes. In this way, existing
classrooms could be used for three
preschool sessions (i.e. one class in
the morning and two classes in the
afternoon) instead of two classes.

Administrative concern regarding
space constraints in the immediate
future focuses on Coles School. There,
music and art were restricted to carts
this year as the respective classrooms
were used to accommodate rising
enrollment.

The long-awaited installation of
two modular classrooms will help ease
Coles� burden next year, but parents
and administrators worry it will not do
enough.

Dr. Sheldon asked, �What if we do
nothing for now?�

�It would mean overcrowding in
several schools,� explained Dr. Choye.
�It would mean doubling up further at
Brunner as well as Coles. It�s not fair
to ask Coles to do that two years in a
row.�

�I�m concerned when people say,
�What if we do nothing�,� said Pat
Hoydens, a Coles parent. �It can only
get worse.�

At the conclusion of the discus-
sion, Dr. Choye assured parents, �We
did not recommend (relocation) lightly.
Our focus is on the best education for
all our children.�

Board, officials explained, has no ju-
risdiction on the type of home an
individual can build.

In other business, cross examina-
tion testimony was heard from engi-
neer Joe Fleming, who testified on
behalf of the proposed development
referred to as The Reserve. The appli-
cation, proposed by developer K.
Hovnanian, calls for the construction
of three to five buildings containing a
total of 116 units for 300-plus people.

The  7.7-acre parcel is located near
Meadow Street and Union Avenues.
Sixteen of the 116 units would be
designated for persons of low and
moderate incomes in accordance with
Mount Laurel court decision require-
ments.

Westfield attorney William Butler,
representing Weldon Materials, which
is opposing the development, ques-
tioned Mr. Fleming at length about
testimony he made in a June, 1997
meeting.

During its last meeting, the board
recommended to the Township Coun-
cil that the Donato family, which cur-
rently owns the property, be allowed
to apply for a stream encroachment

Recent Home Sales

Township Planning Board
Gives Nod to Subdivision

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

permit for the construction of an emer-
gency access bridge.

Mr. Fleming repeatedly appealed to
the board that asking him to remember
minute details from almost a year ago
was unfair and that he wasn�t pre-
pared to answer such questions.

After a particularly heated segment
between Mr. Fleming and Mr. Butler,
Board Attorney Lawrence A. Woo-
druff said Mr. Fleming would not be
held in ill regard before the board
because he didn�t remember all the
details of previous testimony in the
case.

�All you have to say is �I don�t
know,� if you don�t remember all the
details,� Mr. Woodruff said. �I don�t
remember all the questions I asked in
that meeting.�

During the hour of cross examina-
tion, Mr. Butler brought out details
of the retention walls and the Seely
Dam which is located three quarters
of a mile away from the Donato prop-
erty. The land is owned by Union
County.

The testimony will resume at the
board�s next meeting on Monday,
April 6.

FANWOOD
POLICE

BLOTTER

SCOTCH  PLAINS
Residence at 12 Jenna Court, to

Anthony F. Marconi, from Jasbir S.
Sarkaria, $760,000.

Residence at 12 Winchester Drive,
to Paula Jane Charos, from Jay B.
Schwartz, $460,000.

Residence at 27 Wareham Court, to
Eileen Rebeck, from Supreme Hold-
ings Inc. $167,900.

Residence at 2460 Hill Road, to
Gwyn Nielsen, from Gustave Akselrod,
$193,000.

Residence at 1956 Church Street, to
Catherine Rice from Amy S. Hsu,
$142,000.

Residence at 2419 Mountain Av-
enue, to John Bensulock and Jennifer
Lane, from James M. Muldoon,
$163,000.

Residence at 16 Clinton Lane, to
Zhiqing Zhou and Zhen Li, from Patrick
Del Nero, $425,000.

Residence at 406 Jerusalem Road,
to Keith Young and Pamela M. Young,
from Vivian Young, $157,000.

Residence at 4 Maddaket, to Gerard
J. Dodman and Jalenne B. Dodman,
from Phillip Harris, $163,000.

FANWOOD
Residence at 125 King Street, to

David A. Shirk and Catherina T. Shirk,
from Richard W. Young, $217,000.

Residence at 163 Willoughby Road,
to Raymond G. Schmidt and Christina
P. Schmidt, from Michael J. Hosmer,
3rd, $197,500.

Residence at 130 Hunter Avenue,
to Richard K. Jackson and Gail
Ellington Jackson, from Edward H.
Lerner, $212,500.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
• Police reported that someone

slashed three tires on a vehicle which
was parked in a municipal lot behind
stores along Martine Avenue.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
• A Hunter Avenue resident re-

ported that a bicycle valued at $200
was stolen from her garage during the
night. Police said the bicycle has not
been recovered.

Crazy for You Opens This Friday
At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

FIRST WEEKEND...Cast members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School�s
Repertory Theatre Group perform a number from Crazy for You which begins
tomorrow night, Friday, March 20, at 8 p.m. at the high school.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School�s Repertory Theatre Group
will present the Gershwin musical,
Crazy for You, Fridays and Satur-
days, March 20, 21, 27 and 28, at the
high school, located on Westfield
Road. The performances will begin at
8 p.m.

General admission tickets for this

musically inventive show are avail-
able for $6. Student tickets cost $5,
although those with a renaissance
card will be admitted for $2.50. Admis-
sion for senior citizens is free to all
performances. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-8600, Extension No. 361.

Library Offers Access
To Reference Center
Via Internet Service

The Fanwood Memorial Library
now offers access via the Internet to
InfoTrac�s General Reference Cen-
ter, which provides an integrated set
of full text and image general inter-
est sources, including magazines,
newspaper articles, maps and his-
torical images, children�s magazines,
almanacs, encyclopedias, reference
books, and more.

Full text is available for over 300
titles, plus more than 15 full text
reference books, full text Knight-
Ridder/Tribune News Service ar-
ticles, more than 300 color maps,
500 historical images, and index-
ing of The New York Times and The
Wall Street Journal.

Online resources for job hunters
and job changers are also available
via the Internet through the state�s
Workforce New Jersey web site, ac-
cording to Fanwood Library Direc-
tor Dan Weiss.

The library has also announced
that Amnesty Week, a grace period
for returning any and all overdue
materials with all fines forgiven,
will be repeated from Wednesday
through Saturday, April 1 through
April 4.

Andrea Pons Achieves
Dean�s Honors List

Andrea P. Pons of Scotch Plains
recently earned Dean�s Honors at
Case Western Reserve University
in Cleveland, Ohio for her academic
performance during the fall 1997 se-
mester.

To qualify for the Dean�s Honors
List, students must have a grade point
average of between 3.2 and 3.59.

Students must be in degree pro-
grams and complete at least 12 credit
hours of course work that semester to
be eligible for the list.

THAT�S ITALIAN...Lisa Mortkowitz, a student in Grace Pirraglia�s eighth
grade Italian class at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains, was recently
presented with a certificate of recognition from the Voice of Italian Teachers
in America (V.l.T.A.) for her original Italian card design and expression.

AWARD-WINNING CLUB�The Optimist Club of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
recently captured multiple awards, including the Honor Club Status plus
Scrap Book, Thanksgiving and Christmas Awards for the 1997-1998 year.
Pictured, left to right, are: Treasurer Ray Harding; Lieutenant Governor
James Mason and Past President Marilyn L. Porter.

ness and Professional Association
(SPBPA) agreed to raise one-half of
the $8,000 cost of the banners and the
task force budget will cover the other
half, Councilman Martin Marks said.

The 30-by-60-foot banners will hang
from utility poles in the business dis-
trict, parking lots and Village Green, if
all goes as planned. Councilman
Marks said the banner project hinged
on whether the telephone company
gave the township the okay to use the
poles for hanging the banners.

The words �Scotch Plains Towne
Centre� and �Enjoy the Home Towne
Feeling� will fly on the burgundy and

cream-colored flags, along with the
logo of the SPBPA representing the
World War I cannon on Liberty Island.

The 16-foot-wide wooden gazebo
proposed by the SPBPA will be built
by Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools students with privately
donated materials, according to offi-
cials. Council members saw the deco-
rative Victorian-style structure as a
viewing stand during parades and
ceremonies, and business owners saw
it as a gathering spot and focus for the
district. It will be located at the corner
of Park Avenue and Front Street.

Councilman Marks, liaison to the
task force, said they are also consider-
ing adding nine carved mahogany
wood welcome signs to the downtown
district. The hope is that township
business owners will donate the �gate-
way� signs which say �Scotch Plains
Towne Centre� and sport a new logo.

The council will soon add the name
�Centre Street� in an �overlay� pro-
cess to Second Street and Westfield
Avenue, in an attempt to identify and
unify the downtown area as part of an
effort to revitalize the business district.

In other business, the council agreed
it would pass along $50,000 in state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
grants for roadwork on Woodland Av-
enue to the City of Plainfield. The project
is part of a joint effort to develop the
Woodland Estates subdivision.

Scotch Plains Council Set to Formally
Support New FAA Test on Flight Patterns

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

STRIKE UP THE BAND�Five Scotch Plains-Fanwood students from Terrill
Middle School recently qualified for the 1998 Central Jersey Music Educators
Association Regional Band. The students will take part in a concert on Sunday,
March 29, with other student musicians from the Central Jersey area. Pictured,
left to right, are: Nisha Tamhankar, clarinet; Daniel Nelson, alto saxophone;
Aurpon Mitra, trumpet; Elizabeth Pilkington, clarinet, and Sarah Van Wagner,
French horn.

A public hearing on the 1998 Mu-
nicipal Budget prior to an anticipated
council vote will be Tuesday, March
24, during the council�s regular public
meeting at 8 p.m. in the Municipal
Building. This year�s $15,712,768 bud-
get is a 2.4 percent increase over last
year. That translates into $23 more per
year on a home assessed at $115,000.

Officials said all residents were sent
a green-colored summary of the new
budget this week.

Clean-Up Day Set
For Saturday, May 9

In Scotch Plains
The eighth annual Scotch Plains

Public Lands Clean-Up Day, slated
for Saturday, May 9, will feature neigh-
borhood, family, service, school, ath-
letic and social groups joining together
as they pick up litter throughout the
township.

Following litter removal, partici-
pants will be treated to lunch and
entertainment at Union Catholic Re-
gional High School. Detailed informa-
tion on the day�s events as well as
safety information will be sent out
after registration is received.

Questions or requests for registra-
tion forms may be directed to the
Clean Communities Coordinator at
(908) 322-6700, Extension No. 243
or, after working hours, call (908) 233-
8745.


