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All letters to the Editor must bear
a signature, a street address and a
daytime telephone number so au-
thors may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor also must
contain a daytime telephone num-
ber. Our E-mail address is
�press@goleader.com.�

Letters may be no longer than
one-and-a- half pages, typewritten
and double-spaced. Letters must be
typed upper and lower case. All let-
ters are subject to editing due to
space limitations and style.

The deadline for letters is Friday
by 4 p.m., if they are to appear in the
following issue.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger

It Looks Like a Clean Sweep
for Titanic at Oscar Night

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Sidewalk Cafés Improve Downtowns
While Increasing Pedestrian Traffic

This summer should be more inviting to patrons
of local restaurants who are seeking to enjoy the
good old outdoors while having dinner or lunch.
Over the past few years sidewalk cafés, a la Paris,
have popped up throughout the metropolitan area.
Locally, they came to downtown Westfield in 1995.
The council at the time thought the cafés would
improve the ambiance of the downtown.

In the beginning there were only a few sidewalk
eateries, but, in the past few years, more and more
restaurants and coffee houses have sought permits
to take advantage of the opportunity presented by
the town.

Neighboring Fanwood has introduced an ordi-
nance to bring sidewalk eateries to its downtown.
The idea is to make the business district more of a
draw for persons both within and outside of the
immediate community.

Westfield has revised its ordinance after holding
intense discussions over the past month. While
some council members wanted to ensure that
permits could be granted to pretty much anyone in
the food and drink business, other council mem-
bers pressed their concerns that use of disposable
serviceware would exacerbate an existing litter
problem in the downtown.

The compromise reached last week will require
operators applying for permits to use non-dispos-
able, more durable serviceware (plates, silverware
and cups) unless they can prove that a �need� exists
for them to use paper and other disposable products.

This could be the case if a chain establishment
simply does not offer non-disposable/metal
serviceware. These eateries will be required to have
a detailed plan including a trash receptacle which
can handle the increase of litter their cafés might
produce.

The Westfield council will now issue all permits,
including renewals. Also, any applicant can have
their permit revoked within 24 hours after being
cited for a violation by the town.

The main concern of the Fanwood council has
been the sidewalk clearance needed for pedestrian
traffic. Six feet was the minimum clearance placed
into the ordinance.

Westfield cafés have been popular spots � espe-
cially on a Friday or Saturday night in the summer
when the downtown is hopping. The Rialto Theatre,
which is being expanded from three to six screens,
will likely result in even more patrons looking for a
place to eat in the downtown after a movie.

Regardless of the technical issues debated before
both governing bodies, sidewalk cafés are a definite
plus to the community. Anything that brings more
people to the business districts and stimulates the
local economy is good for the community as a
whole.

We ask residents patronizing these cafés to
remember to dispose of any items which may blow
away and create a litter problem for the restau-
rants and surrounding properties. Otherwise, Bon
Appétit.

Significance of Clubhouse in Town
May Have Been Lost to Subdivision

Editor�s Note: The following is a con-
densed version of a letter which was sent
to the Woman�s Club of Westfield.

*  *  *  *  *
When I was transferred from Rome to

New Jersey back in 1993, I spent several
months looking for a home; after visiting
many towns in New Jersey, I decided that
I wanted to live in Westfield.

The appeal of our town and of its lively
community played an important role in
my decision, but I really fell in love with
my neighborhood and with the house that
became my home.

One of the things that appealed to me
most was the view of your property,
which is on the corner diagonally oppo-
site to me. The houses of our neighbor-
hood are among the oldest and the most
beautiful in town.

I have spent almost all my free time (and
all my savings) in the last four years work-
ing on my home, with the aim of restoring
it to its original beauty, proud to contribute
to my community not only as a taxpayer,
but also as a preserver of its heritage.

As any architect would have been able
to tell you, the preservation of the physi-
cal structures is only part of the picture.
Another key part is the respect of the
volumes and of the proportions of space
around the buildings.

Even if your building were to be pre-
served, by building two homes around it
you will irreparably violate its propor-
tions and beauty.

Although everything was done by the
book, there are objections that need to be

voiced. If I understood correctly, the
measurements that your land surveyor
presented to support your point were
averaged on just one block, and I have the
feeling that things would have been dif-
ferent had the measurements included
the next block, such as Tremont Avenue
between South Euclid and Stanley Av-
enues. That would have reflected better
the neighborhood�s sizes and style.

The board was very sorry and caught
between a rock and a hard place having to
rule on this case, since they could not
ignore the cry of the many members of
the community who spoke at the hearing,
but they also had to deal with the fact that
the book says it might be your right to
subdivide the lot.

There is no need to disturb history to
realize that the short-sighted implemen-
tation of the rules does not always serve
the purpose for which the rules were
developed in the first instance.

Inevitably the board, competently
guided and skillfully steered by Board
Attorney William S. Jeremiah, 2nd, came
to the conclusion that your motion must
be approved.

If you had been guided by love for the
community you probably would not find
yourself today with a dwindling member-
ship. By trashing our neighborhood and by
ignoring Westfield�s heritage, you surely
are not going to expand your membership
which, everything considered, could be
the silver lining of this ugly cloud.

Dr. Martino Laurenzi
Westfield

Woman�s Club�s Deserves Support
After History of Charitable Efforts

I am saddened and disappointed by the
criticism expressed by Westfield resi-
dents regarding the Woman�s Club and
the upcoming sale of the club property.

As a 30-year resident of Westfield and
an officer of the Junior Woman�s Club, I
am surprised that the community has
quickly forgotten all that the Woman�s
Club has given to the residents of West-
field and local charities for generations.

The residents are quick to clamor at a
Planning Board meeting. Are you as quick
to appear at fundraising events, raffle
ticket sales or to the clubhouse by hold-
ing community and civic events there?
Can the residents of Westfield honestly
say that they have done their part to
support this organization?

The Woman�s Club is a quiet group
that protects battered women and their
children, sends children to college and
cares for our parks. Families are fed,
clothing is provided to those in need. The
women bring Christmas to those who

have little, bring joy to the terminally ill
and relief to those in pain.

The Woman�s Club and others like it
do not expect any �thank you.� The ben-
efits of their deeds are reward enough.

The Woman�s Club of Westfield has
always done what is in the interest of the
community. I think the difficult decision
to sell the clubhouse and property is
unjustly being viewed as a �money grab-
bing scheme.� The funds will surely ben-
efit the community as the fruits of the
club�s labors always have.

It is the job of the Planning Board to
protect the community from undesirable
changes, and they are doing their job.
Remember this when you consider criti-
cizing the Woman�s Club. They are sim-
ply selling what is theirs to sell.

Have faith in them, say �thank you�
not by being disloyal, but by showing
them your support.

Amy B. Tahl
Fanwood

Residents Encouraged to Take Stand
Against Smoking On �Kick Butts Day�

New York City has enacted a ban on
cigarette advertising to protect young-
sters, and despite an outcry for Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani to veto the bill because
it would cost storekeepers $30 million in
revenue, the Mayor signed the bill which
becomes effective Monday, July 6.

Dissenters are demanding �smokers�
rights� and claiming discrimination. They
insist these laws are unconstitutional.
Forget it. Similar legislation has been
challenged in several other states, but to
no avail.

Opponents of such legislation appear
to be insensitive or unaware that: (1)
Nearly 500,000 Americans will die pre-
maturely this year from the effects of
smoking or second-hand smoke (2) The
average smoking worker is absent more
frequently and is less productive than
his or her nonsmoking counter-part. (3)
Group health insurance premiums for
nonsmokers are unfairly inflated to ab-
sorb the higher costs for plan members

who smoke. (4) Expectant mothers who
smoke have smaller babies, and thus
more health problems such as asthma,
emphysema, respiratory and cardiac ail-
ments. (5) Thousands die annually in
fires, due to smokers falling asleep with
lit or smoldering cigarettes or children
playing with cigarette lighters or
matches.

On Thursday, April 2, kids, parents,
teachers and community leaders from
across the country will take a stand against
the tobacco cartel by participating in
Kick Butts Day, a nationwide celebra-
tion of youth advocacy and leadership for
a smoke-free America.

For a free Kick Butts activity guide
and poster, please call the National Cen-
ter for Tobacco-Free Kids at (202) 296-
5469 or e-mail your request to
kickbuttsday@tobaccofreekids.org.

Maurice Fenichel, SmokeFree
Educational Services, Inc.

Fanwood

Westfield�s Property Tax Increases
Have Forced Business to Leave Town
The Star Ledger, on March 6, printed

a story indicating that Westfield�s prop-
erty taxes will increase as a result of the
school board approving a $52 million
budget which is equivalent to a seven
cent hike in the school tax rate.

Our property taxes, of which 63.5 per-
cent went for local schools in 1997-1998,
have increased by 217 percent from 1987-
1988 to 1997-1998. Such a horrendous
increase in property taxes in 10 years has
led to Westfield losing some of its finest
businesses.

At the same time, the many residents
of this town on fixed incomes find them-
selves paying higher taxes every year, in
support of our schools.

It is high time that the esteemed school
board start looking at ways to cut costs

so as to generate the money needed for
their grandiose plans to upgrade tech-
nology, etc. Start by eliminating admin-
istrators and reducing administrative
costs.

Why are these costs never published
when discussing the school�s budgets?
You have driven away businesses and
soon you will drive away residents as
well. The Ledger article stated that board
member Keith S. Hertell said, �The
taxpayers don�t mind paying the taxes
when they see the results.� Well, Mr.
Hertell � this taxpayer does mind. I
urge the voters of this community to
reject this increase by a large majority
vote.

Max J. Kalm
Westfield

APARTHEID
Apartheid is a peculiar kind of segre-

gation, bordering on slavery, that for
many years was practiced as a national
policy by the government of the Union of
South Africa.

The word for this system of racial
injustice was coined by the Afrikaner
Nationalist Party during the 1948 elec-
tion campaign. Apartheid became a slo-
gan for the party�s platform on governing
the relations between the country�s white
population of 5 million and the 22 mil-
lion blacks.

The policy of separation between the
races had, in fact, been in force since the
Union of South Africa came into being in
1910. The later policy of Apartheid pro-
hibited marriage between whites and
non-whites and denied the vote to blacks.

Apartheid simply combines two Dutch
words: apart, meaning �separate� and
heid (hood) � �a state or quality� � and
literally means �separate-ness.�

The nations of the world ultimately
attempted to apply a new form of
international apartheid against the
South African nation to force it to
change its policy against non-whites.
During the past decade, the world
has witnessed a reversal of that policy.

The world�s most glamorous winners
and losers will once again be identified
this Monday night, March 23, when the
70th annual Academy Awards are pre-
sented.

Just prior to this night of glitter and
revel comes a major ritual for film critics
� a Halloween of sorts when the movie
reviewer is expected to switch his hat for
that of the handicapper�s.

It is at this time of the year that many
a reviewer would gladly switch places
with the royal food taster in a Medieval
court, when they�re just discovering
mushrooms and blow fish. Our predic-
tions in print, the pressure is on. On
Oscar night, hospital emergency rooms
in areas with large populations of film
critics report a sharp rise in business.

Over the years, some have come to
suspect me of portraying a scam afore
Oscar night in order to divert attention
from my picks. For instance, on several
occasions I claimed that my choices were
actually supplied by Muffin, the family
Yorkshire Terrier. And then, of course,
there were the star struck extra terrestri-
als a few years ago.

They arrived in UFOs, kidnapped me
and Muffin, made their Oscar picks as
we hurtled through outer space, and then
demanded I print said choices in my
column as a condition of our release.

Of course, one could perfectly under-
stand a reader�s reluctance to believe
these tales. Some have said I�ve been
seeing too many movies. Dear Abby, is
such a thing possible?

While promising there would be no
attribution to imaginary friends or house
pets this year, I still held out hope for a
little help. Perhaps there would be a
leak. Maybe the winner of a category or
three would seep my way from the ac-
counting firm of Price-Waterhouse.

But it appears all the really good leakers
are much too busy in Washington these
days. Well, it�s some consolation that the
nominations are safe. So, I�ll be guessing
without a net. Come Oscar night, my
family happily ensconced in the den, I�ll
doubtless repair to the cellar, cowering
by the furnace as the categories are ticked
off. From upstairs will come the bellow-
ing inquiry: �Did you have that one?�

Oddly, I�m looking forward to it. Thus,
without further ado:

• Best Supporting Actress: With
nominations in major categories this year
for Julie Christie (57), Robert Duvall
(67), Burt Reynolds (62), Peter Fonda
(59) and Robert Forster (57), Gloria
Stuart (Titanic), 87, is the poster girl for
an Academy Awards celebration that
could very well be sponsored by the
AARP.

If they make this old gal get all dressed
up only to break her heart, they ought to
be ashamed of themselves. Julianne
Moore really deserves the supporting
actress statuette for Boogie Nights, but
the role is too seedy. Ms. Stuart starts the
night off for a Titanic sweep.

Best Supporting Actor: Both Burt
Reynolds (Boogie Nights) and Robert
Forster (Jackie Brown) were great in this
photo finish match up. It really should be
a tie, but hype over Burt�s comeback will
give him the edge over Bob�s great resur-
rection.

Best Actor: Also billed as the Nostal-
gia Oscars, there�s strong sentiment for
Peter Fonda (Ulee�s Gold), who will be
rightfully challenged by the multi-tal-
ented Matt Damon (Good Will Hunting).
Figure the chips will fall on the side of
the new sensation. It�s an honor just to be
nominated, Pete.

Best Actress: Helena Bonham Carter
(Wings of The Dove) put in as good a
performance as was seen in 1997. And so
did fellow Brit nominees Julie Christie
(Afterglow) and Judi Dench (Mrs.
Brown). Good old American Helen Hunt,
quite fine in As Good As It Gets, may get
the jingoistic vote. But choosing by al-
phabetical order, the future Dame Hel-

When the leads in the television com-
edy �Mad About You� announced that
their daughter would be named Mabel,
a thought nudged my mind, but I
couldn�t bring it to the surface.

Every time they talked about
�Mabel,� the same prickle came and
went.

Then it came to me while I was
shaving one day and wishing I had
enough money to retire so I could sleep
until nine o�clock every day.

About 15 years ago, I was watching
a local television station in New Hamp-
shire, where the interviewer, a young
man with a disgusted look on his face,
was interviewing a tall husky man who
seemed to be laughing at his inter-
viewer, which of course made the young
man even angrier. This was what I
remember of the interview. For easy
reading, I�ll call the interviewer �ER�
and the interviewee �EE.�

ER: Some of your critics say that
people like you are cutting down all the
wonderful greenery in our state. What
do you say to that?

EE: That�s easy. Just let people like
you stop using wood stoves and wood
in fireplaces, and I�ll have no more
customers. Not that it�ll mean anything
because we cut mostly fire lanes. If we
stop, the whole place will go on fire,

Mystery of �Mabel� Is One Secret
Worth  Keeping from the Curious

By Louis H. Clark

ena Carter gets my nod.
Best Picture: Titanic, of course. Two-

hundred million adolescent girls can�t be
wrong.

Best Director: James Cameron for Ti-
tanic. Get an aisle seat, Jim.

Best Foreign Film � Four Days In
September, Brazil; Original Screenplay
� Woody Allen, Deconstructing Harry;
Adapted Screenplay � Brian Helgeland
and Curtis Hanson, L.A. Confidential.

Art Direction � Titanic; Cinematog-
raphy � Titanic; Sound � Titanic; Sound
Effects Editing � Titanic;  Original Mu-
sical or Comedy Score � Men In Black,
Danny Elfman; Original Dramatic Score
� Titanic, James Horner; Original Song �
My Heart Will Go On from Titanic,
James Horner and Will Jennings; Cos-
tume � The Wings Of The Dove; Docu-
mentary Feature � 4 Little Girls; Docu-
mentary (short subject) � Daughter Of
The Bride; Film Editing � L.A. Confi-
dential; Makeup � Men In Black; Ani-
mated Short Film � Famous Fred; Live
Action Short Film � It�s Good To Talk;
Visual Effects � Titanic.

and you�ll have no trees at all.
ER: But you cut down trees from

which furniture could be made.
EE: (Laughing) You think I�m a dope?

Furniture oaks and maples go to that
lumber yard in North Conway. I make
a lot of money on those trees.

ER: How about your hiring stan-
dards?

EE: I only hire men from northern
New Hampshire; I never hire anyone
who has a wife or a girlfriend named
Mabel.

ER: Why don�t you hire men with
girls named Mabel?

EE: It�s a private matter.
ER: But it can�t be. I�ll bet the tele-

phone lines will be jammed by people
who want to know.

EE: Tough on them.
ER: I demand that you tell our audi-

ence your reasons.
EE: You the Gestapo or the KGB?

It�s a free country. I don�t want to talk!
I�m not going to!

And he walked out on the inter-
viewer, leaving him with 10 dead min-
utes on his hands.

That man is my hero. I wish I knew
his name. I�d erect a statue to him.
With the whole world trying to spill its
guts over television, this man said he
could be silent when he wanted to be!

Rotary Club Grants Charter
To New WHS Interact Club

CLUB REVIVED�Rotary International has granted a charter to the Interact
Club of Westfield High School, which has been reformed after a lapse of 12
years. Pictured at the recent chapter ceremony, left to right, are: front row,
Interact Officers Alicia Picou, Vice President; Caitlin Nish, Secretary; Anisha
Ambardar, President; Lauren Castaldo, Treasurer, and Elizabeth Winberry,
1999 President-Elect, and back row, Rotary International District Governor
John J. Wilczynski, Westfield Rotarian Mark Swingle, Liaison, and Westfield
Rotary Club President Dr. D. Michael Hart.

The Rotary Club of Westfield has
announced the granting of a Rotary
International Charter to the newly-
formed Interact Club of Westfield
High School, which has been re-
vived after a 12-year lapse.

Members of the Interact Club will
join almost 140,000 high school
students in 5,470 clubs in 93 coun-
tries world-wide, according to the
Rotary Club.

Rotary International District
Governor John J. Wilczynski was
on hand to perform the swearing-in
ceremony for the new Interact of-
ficers, and Westfield Rotary Club
President Dr. D. Michael Hart
handed over the charter to Anisha
Ambardar, Club President.

Interact, a Rotary youth program,
was launched by Rotary Interna-
tional in 1962, taking the name
from International and Action, ac-
cording to the Westfield Rotarians.

Interact Clubs provide opportu-
nities for boys and girls of second-
ary school age to work together in a
world fellowship of service and in-
ternational understanding, the Ro-
tary Club revealed.

Every Interact Club must be spon-
sored and supervised by a Rotary
Club and must plan annual projects
of service to its school, community
and in the world. There are 28
members in Westfield.

A major goal of Interact is to
provide opportunities for young
people to create greater understand-
ing and goodwill with youth
throughout the world.

The incoming Westfield Interact
officers told Rotarians of their plans
to follow through on proposals to

act on service projects now in hand.
Several Interactors commenced

their efforts in service by assisting
at the 31st annual Westfield Rotary
Scholarship Pancake Day at West-
field High School held on March 7.
The club has also raised $350 to
send toys to needy children in
Ukraine.

High Blood Pressure
Screenings Announced
The Fanwood Board of Health will

sponsor a free blood pressure screen-
ing on Saturday, March 21, from
noon to 1 p.m., at Irma�s Hallmark,
located at 39 South Martine Avenue
in Fanwood.

Individuals should be screened for
high blood pressure if they:

• Are 35 years of age or older.
• Are not under a physician�s care

for high blood pressure.
• Have a family history of high

blood pressure.
• Have not had their blood pres-

sure tested in over one year.
• Have stopped taking blood pres-

sure medication without their
physician�s approval.

The early detection and treatment
of high blood pressure can enable a
person to lead a normal life, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the Health
Department.
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