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Mountainside Looks at Vouchers
As Alternative to Credit Card Use

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Those who have already made a
New Year�s resolution to cut back
drastically on the use of credit cards
will soon have company. That�s be-
cause the Borough of Mountainside
is about to join them.

But in Mountainside�s case, it�s
not because of any possible difficul-
ties with mounting credit card debt.
It�s because of what Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti calls a �bureaucratic snafu.�

Addressing the Borough Council
informally at its work session March

10, the Mayor explained that in years
past, members of the police depart-
ment had taken their vehicles to two
nearby gasoline stations which re-
mained open on a 24-hour basis,
including Exxon, and paid by way of
a credit card.

That was because �economically,
it was never feasible for us to install
our own gas tanks,� Mayor Viglianti
said.

But the state has now indicated it
disapproves of municipalities using
credit cards, thus forcing
Mountainside onto another payment

method. In the borough�s case, the
Mayor simply plans to �go out to bid�
in order to purchase gasoline for its
vehicles by way of monthly vouch-
ers, �If we can go to bid,� Mr. Viglianti
told the council again.

It is the council�s intention to deal
with service stations within two miles
of Borough Hall, officials said.

However, Borough Attorney John
N. Post expressed strong doubts that
gasoline stations/companies will
agree to be paid once a month only.
Mr. Post suggested that Acting Po-
lice Chief Jim Debbie check with
other towns in order to see how they
operate in this manner.

The council also discussed the
borough�s 1998 budget, which was
deemed �not yet official,� until the
council introduces it this coming
Tuesday, March 17.

The Mayor again stated that the
1998 spending plan will have an
increase of �0 percent� over last year,
but without the precipitous 38-point
add�and-drop caused last year by
one final payment to the now-de-
funct Union County Regional High
School Board of Education.

Although the council still could
not release the actual amount of the
new spending plan, Mayor Viglianti
said an area being decreased from
last year that �we are recommending
to you (the governing body)� is a cut
of $70,000 for snow removal.

At least partly because the winter
of 1997-1998 has set unprecedented
highs in temperatures, with little or
no snow accumulation in New Jer-
sey, the Mayor said he is recom-
mending a cut from last year�s snow
tab of $170,000 down to $100,000
only for 1998.

The Mayor indicated that although
April could have �nasty� moments in
terms of weather unpredictability, he
feels money can be saved this way.
Mr. Viglianti also said that there
were some costs �we could not con-
trol� including the borough�s mem-
bership and contributions to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.

Although careful not to comment
too much on the tab until its planned
introduction on Tuesday, members
of the council reaffirmed their intent
to keep local taxpayers in mind.

�It�s really still under review,� ex-
plained Councilman Werner C.
Schon. �Whatever areas we feel can
be minimized, we�ll review,
Nothing�s concrete there.�

Will the borough possibly consider
extra projects because interest rates
for bond debt seem promising?

�We normally would bond out most
of those (anyway),� Mr. Schon re-
plied. �We try to do things over a
period of time. That�s just prudent
financing.�

Mendoza Fraud Case
Proceeds As Officials
Broaden Investigation

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although both federal and postal
inspection service officials remain
reticent, the case against bank fraud
suspect Eusebio Anthony Mendoza,
47, of Irvington is continuing, with
apparently more of his alleged mis-
demeanors slowly being revealed.

Law enforcement sources close to
the case told The Westfield Leader
and The Times last week that
Mendoza, who was apprehended on
February 3 during a joint arrest raid
conducted by Mountainside and
Irvington police units, as well as by
the United States Postal Inspector�s
Office, remains in custody, although
it is not known whether or not his
initial bail of $300,000 has been in-
creased, as some police speculated it
might.

Mendoza, who was caught with
highly-sophisticated machinery and
fraudulent materials at the time of
his arrest, is accused of using tech-
nology to create phony identifica-
tion for himself in order to gain
access to the bank accounts of
wealthy professionals, mainly phy-
sicians.

According to those law enforce-
ment sources, more information is
being unearthed about Mendoza,
which is what police had predicted
would happen earlier.

Mendoza, police sources added, is
suspected now of also having plun-
dered some American Express ac-
counts, something which the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is re-
portedly looking into.

However, Joseph Valiquette, an FBI
agent with the New York bureau,
refused confirmation of that when
contacted by The Leader and The
Times last Thursday.

�My message would be if we were
planning on charging him sometime
in the future, we wouldn�t be talking
about it (now),� Mr. Valiquette com-
mented.

However, when asked whether or
not Mendoza was being investigated
for bilking American Express ac-
counts, United States Postal Inspec-
tor George Belsky Jr. replied, �it�s
under investigation.�

Mr. Belsky, who took part in the
raid of Mendoza�s Irvington address,
did confirm, however, that Mendoza
was indicted by a federal grand jury
in Newark on February 17 for one
count of bank fraud. The suspect was
then arraigned on March 3 in New-
ark on that charge.

Police had commented earlier that
Mendoza, who reportedly had been
jailed a few years ago on similar
charges, may have been involved in
even more extensive fraudulent plots.
One Mountainside police detective
theorized the bank fraud against
wealthy doctors may only be �the tip
of the ice berg.�

Although Mr. Valiquette did not
want to either confirm or deny any of
the alleged further charges against
Mendoza, he did say the FBI has
�jurisdiction over 300 federal stat-
utes or executive orders.�

That jurisdiction, Mr. Valiquette
added, does involve the use of tele-
phones for fraud, since telephones
are considered to be an �instrument�
of interstate commerce.

Wire fraud is also under FBI juris-
diction, Mr. Valiquette concluded.
�You don�t need to necessarily have
someone crossing the George Wash-
ington Bridge,� he said.

Is the U.S. Attorney�s Office in
Newark currently investigating any
alleged credit card fraud on
Mendoza�s part?

�We can neither confirm or deny
an investigation, or the lack of an
investigation,� responded Al Ables,
a spokesman for the United States
Attorney�s Office. His department
will only discuss an indictment after
it has been handed down, he added.

Drug Awareness Week Reaches
10-Year Anniversary in Westfield

The Westfield Municipal Alliance/
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic
and Drug Abuse) will sponsor its 10th
annual Drug Awareness Week, Sun-
day through Saturday, March 15
through 21.

PANDA is Westfield�s drug and al-
cohol abuse education and prevention
alliance. The theme for this year�s Red
Ribbon Campaign is �Keep Your Fu-
ture Bright! Stay Drug Free!�

The week�s activities begin this
weekend with special activities in
churches and synagogues.

On Monday, March 15, which is �Red
Ribbon Rally Day,� all town personnel,
including police, fire and crossing guards,
store and business owners and school
children will be wearing red ribbons
with this year�s theme.

Residents may also wear red rib-
bons and tie red ribbons to their
porches, trees and cars. All Westfield
citizens are encouraged to wear these
ribbons throughout the week.

Members of the Junior Optimist Club
are distributing posters and ribbons in
town encouraging businesses to par-
ticipate in the week�s activities.

Boy Scouts from Troop No. 73 from
Holy Trinity School and Girl Scouts
from Troop No. 968 from McKinley
Elementary School are tying red rib-
bons around the town and then will
remove them after the end of the week.

Westfield florists and Williams Nurs-
ery have donated ribbons which will
decorate trees in the community.

On Tuesday, March 17, �PANDA
Day� at 7:15 p.m. Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim will sign a proclamation issued
by the Town Council in support of
Drug Awareness Week.

Residents are also asked to turn their
porch lights on from 7 to 9 p.m. to show
their support for the program.

On Friday, March 20, residents are
asked to wear red, a symbol of the
communities concern for substance
abuse and its prevention.

�This concern is imperative as sur-
veys show that smoking, alcohol use
and drug abuse is again on the rise
among youth with first use occurring at
younger ages. Drugs today are also
more dangerous and deadly,� said Lucy
Van Ipren, Director of Westfield Mu-
nicipal Alliance/PANDA.

Westfield�s schools will have special
assemblies and activities throughout the
week. At Wilson and Tamaques El-
ementary Schools, this year�s theme
will be incorporated with displays of
bright yellow suns throughout the school
buildings. The suns will include anti-
drug messages as well as themes based
a �bright future.�

Also on March 20, the entire
Tamaques student body will partici-
pate in an assembly where Westfield
Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti and
DARE (Drug and Alcohol Resistance
Education) Officer Edward Belford will
make presentations.

Selected fifth-grade students under
the direction of the new Student Assis-
tance Counselor, Beth Slothower, will
put on skits about peer pressure. The
assembly will be held at 1 p.m.

At Jefferson Elementary School,
highlighting the Olympics, each stu-
dent will be given a torch and on it they
will write down healthy habits. The
torches will be hung on the bulletin
boards in the hallways. At Franklin
Elementary School the fourth- and fifth-
graders will bring in news articles
which talk about problems related to
drinking and driving and will share
these in their health classes.

At Washington Elementary School
parents will be given information on
how to talk to their children about
drugs. Each child will also complete a
pledge to �keep their future bright.�
These pledges will be displayed in the
hallways. McKinley Elementary
School students will participate in a
�Sun Project� on Tuesday, March 17,
when teachers will discuss with all

classes why children should stay drug
free. The children will also sign pledges
on Friday, March 20.

The student peer leaders at both
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools are practicing skits about deci-
sion making, curfews, parties and smok-
ing. During the week, they will be shar-
ing these skits with the sixth graders at
their respective schools and with fifth
graders at the elementary schools. They
will also present skits at the Friday,
March 20, Tamaques assembly entitled
�Just Say Chill.�

Speakers will be coming to the
Westfield High School throughout the
week. On Monday, March 15, there
will be a speaker from the National
Guard Drug Demand Reduction Pro-
gram and on Tuesday, March 16, there
will be a demonstration by the Union
County Sheriffs canine unit that is used
for prevention.

On Thursday, March 19, Karen
Sarnowski, an addiction prevention
specialist and counselor from the
Choices Counseling Program, will
speak about choices and how they af-
fect the future and how friends and
family can help those abusing drugs.

At Westfield Memorial Library,
books on family relationships and sub-
stance abuse will be on display through-
out the week.

On Tuesday, April 28, and Tuesday,
May 5, the community is invited to two
parenting workshops, �Working It Out:
Conflict Resolution Training for Par-
ents� which will be held at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield High School cafeteria.
Parents can get more information about
these workshops by calling (908) 789-
4550.

All Westfield residents are welcome
to help develop and support drug and
alcohol prevention activities. For more
information, please call (908) 789-
4040 or write to the Westfield Munici-
pal Alliance at P.O. Box 2122,
Westfield.


