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Mountainside Residents
To See No Tax Increase
For Municipal Services

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although the Borough of
Mountainside does not yet have the
preliminary figure in place,
Mountainside residents will face no
tax increase as a result of the upcom-
ing 1998 municipal budget, Mayor
Robert F. Viglianti confirmed in an
interview with The Westfield Leader
last week.

“This year, the budget I’m present-
ing to council again has a zero (per-
cent) increase,” said Mayor Viglianti
on February 26. “This will be the
second year in a row there will be no
tax increase.”

The budget is expected to be un-
veiled to the full Borough Council at
its work session this Tuesday, March
10, the Mayor added, although not
until the council passes the final mark
in April will it become official.

The final tab must also receive
state approval.

Although Mayor Viglianti took
pride in the fiscal accountability of
the borough overall, he took time out
to explain that a one-time occurrence
last year was responsible for both a
precipitous 38-point increase last
spring, as well as a simultaneous 38-
point drop this year.

Early last spring, the Union County
Regional High School Board of Edu-
cation disbanded following a refer-
endum passed by voters, thus throw-
ing fiscal/educational policy and de-
cision-making back into the hands of
local school boards in Springfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Clark,
Kenilworth and Berkeley Heights,
the six towns that supported the old
regional system.

The high schools that were re-
leased from regional control were
Jonathan Dayton in Springfield,
Governor Livingston in Berkeley
Heights, Arthur L. Johnson in Clark
and David Brearley in Kenilworth.

When that occurred, Mayor
Viglianti explained, Mountainside,
as well as the other towns involved,
had to issue one final payment to the
regional system, which caused a tem-

porary 38-point budgetary increase,
even though the municipal portion in
Mountainside alone showed no in-
crease.

“At the beginning of last year, we
had an obligation to meet a one-time
payment to the regional board,”
Mayor Viglianti outlined. “That was
just to pay the regional (portion). But
even though it went up 38 points, our
overall budget was at zero increase.”

The Mayor acknowledged that be-
cause school boards run on a fiscal
(June-to-June) time clock and mu-
nicipal government runs on the cal-
endar itself, confusion was rampant
not only in Mountainside last spring,
but in the other five regional towns,
as well.

“I’ve been doing budgets for 17
years, and last year, we were just as
confused as everybody else because
we didn’t know what the game plan
was,” the Mayor conceded, also add-
ing that notice of the final regional
payment came on an “11th-hour”
occurrence.

In April of last year, therefore,
Mountainside was “told we had to
raise the monies to pay for the re-
gional board’s final fiscal six
months.”

“Which would have been from
January to June 1997,” the Mayor
added. “That’s when I had to add that
38 points to the local tax levy to pay
the regional (bill). Yet, the overall
tax levy from the year before went
down about $150 (per household).”

He also cautioned that the zero
percent budgetary increase covers
only the municipal aspect, although
he expressed confidence that
Mountainside’s Board of Education
would continue to operate cautiously.

“They’re decent people,” he added.
The Mayor did not comment on

what he would expect from the county
budget. He emphasized that the zero
percent increase applies to “our mu-
nicipal (figure) only.”

Darielle Walsh Seeks Reelection
To Help Board Stay on Course
Darielle M. Walsh, Westfield Board

of Education incumbent who is in
her sixth year on the board, said she
is seeking reelection because, “I feel
a responsibility to use my knowledge
and experience to continue to help
our schools and community.”

Mrs. Walsh, active in the Westfield
community and in the schools for nearly
20 years, said she is seeking reelection
to the school board “to keep our focus
on educational issues so that we stay on
course and provide a high quality edu-
cation for all of our students at the least
cost to our taxpayers.”

Currently, Vice President of the
nine-member Board of Education,
Mrs. Walsh stated, “After serving on
the school board for six years, I real-
ize the importance of experience,
leadership and vision.

“I have learned to build consensus by
working with a variety of 21 other
Board of Education members and two
superintendents of schools and by lis-
tening to hundreds of citizens, parents,
students and staff,” she continued.

“My experiences on the board and
as a resident and volunteer have given
me a unique historical perspective
with the board, the educational sys-
tem in Westfield and the community
as a whole.

“With a track record of involve-
ment and leadership in Westfield
school and community activities, I
am keenly aware of the issues facing
our schools and community.

“As head of the Facilities Commit-
tee for four years, I am knowledge-
able of the need to protect and pre-
serve the community’s valuable
school property assets and to provide
upgraded, safe, and well-maintained
facilities for our students,” she said.

After citing her own “responsibil-
ity to contribute her experience and
leadership to the school board,” Mrs.
Walsh appealed to citizens to vote in
the annual school election on Tues-

day, April 21.
“Westfield residents have the re-

sponsibility to vote for board mem-
bers who have demonstrated by their

Darielle M. Walsh

Mountainside GOP
To Hold Convention
To Select Candidates

The Mountainside Republican
Club will sponsor a local convention
for the purpose of selecting candi-
dates for the Borough Council.

The convention will be held in the
Mountainside Borough Hall on Sat-
urday, March 18, at 8 p.m.

Candidates who are interested in
being considered by the Convention
must forward a letter of intent and a
brief resumé to Republican Chair-
man Bill Van Blarcom, 284 Meeting
House Lane, Mountainside, by Mon-
day, March 16.

For information, please call Mr.
Van Blarcom at (908) 233-0836, or
Marilyn Hart at (908) 233-4036.

Rotary’s 31st ‘Pancake Day’
Slated for Saturday at WHS

PANCAKE DAY PREPARATIONS…Westfield Acting Mayor, James J. Gruba,
second from left, presents Westfield Rotary Club President, Dr. D. Michael
Hart, with a proclamation in which Mayor Thomas C. Jardim declared the
week of March 7 to March 14 as “Westfield Rotary Scholarship Week.” They
are joined by Rotary Past President Robert P. Yeager, right; Chairman of
“Pancake Day-1998” and Past President James Coventry, who has taken a
leadership role in all 31 “Pancake Days” held to date.

Preparations are completed for
the Rotary Club of Westfield’s 31st
annual “Pancake Day” to be held in
the Westfield High School cafete-
ria on Saturday, March 7, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The public is invited to enjoy the
pancake, eggs and sausage meal which
will be served while the following en-

tertainment program is presented by
various local music groups.

• Jazz Band (New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts): 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.

• Sharps & Flats (Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School): 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

• Dixie All Stars (Westfield Com-
munity Band): 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

• Washington Rock Girl Scouts
Chorus: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

• Broadway Singers (Edison Inter-
mediate School): 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

• Variety of Groups (Edison, Wilson
and Jefferson Elementary Schools): 1:30
to 2 p.m.

Proceeds from “Pancake Day” will
be added to the Westfield Rotary Foun-
dation, which has already allocated
over $1.2 million to over 1,800 West-
field High School students in 31 years.

Tickets for “Pancake Day” may be
obtained from any Rotarian or at the
door on the day of the event.

Kindergarten Parents
Are Invited to Attend
Orientation Meeting

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district will hold a Kindergarten Par-
ent Orientation meeting on Wednes-
day, March 18, at 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium of Terrill Middle School
in Scotch Plains.

The purpose of the meeting is to
review the Kindergarten inventory
and highlight aspects of the Kinder-
garten curriculum. All interested
parents, nursery school personnel and
community members are invited to
attend the session.

actions, as well as their words, that
they can do the best job in enabling
the community to provide the high-
est quality education in the most cost
effective manner,” the candidate con-
cluded.

Bravery is the fruit of a thousand hard-
ships.

— Philippine Proverb


