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Rialto to Unveil New
Expanded, Renovated
Cinema Next Month

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GETTING A FACELIFT...The Rialto Theatre, located in the heart of downtown
Westfield, is undergoing a facelift which includes the expansion of the movie
house to six screens and installation of a new stereo system. Work is expected
to be completed sometime next month.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It’s show time! And it’s not The
Last Picture Show, either.

Next month, a new six-screen cin-
ema complex will open in the heart of
downtown Westfield with seating
for nearly 1,000 moviegoers. It is the
latest version of the Rialto Theatre,
located on East Broad Street at Cen-
tral Avenue.

While the landmark theater gets a
reported three-quarters of a million
dollar facelift, Jesse Sayegh, Presi-
dent of CJM Entertainment and the
newest owner of the Rialto, said,
“This is the best thing done to the
theater ever — since it was built. We
will return it to its glory.”

The Rialto opened in 1922 as a
traditional one-screen cinema that,
over the years, expanded to three
auditoriums. It is the only surviving
movie theater in the Westfield busi-
ness district.

Long considered a convenient and
sentimental favorite by local resi-
dents, the Rialto was threatened with
closure after United Artists, which
formerly owned it, announced in 1996
that it was selling off many of its
smaller theaters in order to concen-
trate on larger multiplexes.

In June of last year, Mr. Sayegh, a
Cedar Grove-based theater opera-
tor, purchased the building for a
reported $1.3 million.

Mr. Sayegh also revealed this
week that tomorrow, Friday, Janu-
ary 30, he will clinch a deal to pur-
chase the neighboring Cranford
cinema on North Avenue from
Cineplex Odeon.

“Between these two theaters
(Rialto and Cranford) we will have all
the movies that people will want to
see,” he said.

It is expected that Mr. Sayegh will
renovate the Cranford site, as well.

Mr. Sayegh confirmed last Au-
gust that he also owned theaters in
Linden, Ocean Township, Upper

Montclair, Cedar Grove and
Kinnelon. He said this week, how-
ever, that he recently sold four of the
theaters.

Director of the Downtown West-
field Corporation (DWC), Michael
LaPlace, applauded the extensive im-
provements to the Rialto taken on by
Mr. Sayegh and said, “We would
love to coordinate a reopening — a
ribbon-cutting ceremony — with the
Rialto.”

Mr. LaPlace said the DWC, the
governing body of the special im-
provement district, worked with lo-
cal architects and Mr. Sayegh to
develop an “historical preservation”
look for the outside of the building.

Mr. Sayegh agreed he will be re-
storing while improving the
building’s existing movie marquee.
This past week, sandblasting of the
exterior of the building revealed the
original brick facade.

Dark green awnings will surround
the building and the lobby will be
expanded into an additional and now
vacant storefront. The theaters will
have all new Dolby stereo sound
systems, according to Mr. Sayegh.

The new heating and air-condi-
tioning systems have state-of-the-
art climate control features, he added.
Seats are new, more spacious and
have cup holders in the arm rests.

The successful renaissance of the
Rialto will eventually create eight
more part-time jobs in addition to the
dozen or so employees, according to
Mr. Sayegh. Films continue to show
during evening hours while the build-
ing rehabilitation goes on.

President of the ad hoc citizen and
commerce coalition “Save the Rialto,”
David Owens, said he was pleased
with the work done to the Rialto.

“We are thankful that we have a
commercially viable movie theater,”
he explained.

The concerned Westf ie ld
group mobilized in 1996 when it

SECOND MEETING TO BE HELD IN COMMUNITY ROOM AT 8 P.M.

Mayor Hopes to Identify ‘Focus Areas’
For Neighborhood Preservation Plan

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although there is no specific
timeline yet in place, Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim is targeting tonight’s meet-
ing of the recently-formed Neighbor-
hood Preservation Program Commit-
tee as one to identify possible “focus
areas,” in order to get an “action plan”
in place.

The meeting, scheduled for 8 p.m.
in the Community Room at the Mu-
nicipal Building on East Broad Street,
is the second such meeting since
the town formed a committee last
July to improve the Central Avenue
corridor.

The statewide program was created
23 years ago to help provide “financial
assistance to municipalities for activi-
ties that promote the restoration and
revitalization of threatened but viable
neighborhoods.”

At the first committee meeting two
months ago, Mayor Jardim and Coun-
cilmen Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. and John J.
Walsh, representing the Third Ward,
began hearing input from residents
interested in “maintaining and upgrad-
ing the neighborhood in and around
Cacciola Place and Central Avenue,
and obtaining a possible application”
for state Neighborhood Preservation
Program grants.

In particular, Councilman Sullivan
suggested targeting “successful ap-
plications” from the past, including
possible zoning and parking improve-
ments. A local landlord also com-
plained that property in the area has
“depreciated,” and cited littering as a
key reason.

“The process has been (that) as a
council, it was something we wanted
to go forward on,” explained Mayor
Jardim in a telephone interview last
Thursday with The Westfield Leader.

“This next meeting is to come up
with focus areas …that the residents
identify as something important for
them.

“(We want to) get people in those
focus areas (involved) and to try to
come up with an action plan,” Mayor
Jardim added. “You’re not going to
get any grant funds unless you can
show (maximum) public input.”

Mayor Jardim, who mentioned the
possibility of upgrading the area with
lights, shrubbery or grass during the
November 24 session, said no timeline
has been set at this point, but added
that he has requested that $10,000 be
placed into the current 1998 budget
for someone “to run with the ball.”

The idea, Mayor Jardim further
clarified, is to use that money to pay

Taxes Due Monday
The office of the Westfield Tax

Collector will be open from 7 to 9
p.m. on Monday, February 2, in
addition to the regular office hours
of 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Quarterly property taxes are due
that day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SLATED FOR SALE...The Woman’s Club of Westfield’s clubhouse, located on South Euclid Avenue, has been slated for
private sale by the club. The organization will go before the Planning Board on Monday, February 2, to divide the property
into three separate buildable lots.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mrs. Ruotolo, Mr. Mingo
To Join Freeholder Board

The Union County Democratic
Committee on Saturday selected Mary
P. Ruotolo and Lewis Mingo, Jr. to fill
two unexpired terms on the nine-mem-
ber board.

Union County Democratic Commit-

tee Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo
presided over the selection process,
which included the participation of
250 committee members representing
the 21 municipalities in the county.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew K.
Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo were both
unanimously approved by the com-
mittee.

They will fill the unexpired seats of
Carol I. Cohen of Westfield and Walter
D. McNeil, Jr., of Plainfield. Ms. Cohen
resigned her seat earlier this month to
become Union County Counsel, while
Mr. McNeil vacated his seat in De-
cember to become City Administrator
in Plainfield.

The two new Freeholders will be
sworn into office during a special cer-
emony beginning at 6 p.m. tonight,
Thursday, January 29, in the Free-
holders Meeting Room of the Union
County Administration Building in
Elizabeth. The board’s regular meet-
ing will follow at 7 p.m.

Upon being selected to the board,
Mrs. Ruotolo said she was looking
forward to serving county residents,
noting her family “has been in public
service for decades.

“I am excited that now its my turn to
serve the residents of Union County.
I’ve been watching the Freeholder
board closely for the past year and I
am very impressed with its tremen-
dous work. I look forward to being a
contributor,” she stated.

Mrs. Ruotolo has been active with
the Westfield Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation, serving on its executive board.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mrs. Walsh
Is First to File
BOE Petition
Westfield Board of Education Vice

President Darielle M. Walsh has filed
her nominating petition for reelection
to the board.

As of Tuesday, January 27, the two-
term incumbent is the only candidate
to have filed for the Tuesday, April 21
election. Also available this year are
the seats of Keith S. Hertell and Ginger
Hardwick, both first-term incumbents.
A story on Mrs. Walsh’s reelection
bid appears inside this week’s issue.

Petitions are available from the of-
fice of Dr. Robert Rader, Assistant
Superintendent for Business and
Board Secretary, through 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 2.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Authorities Arrest Six
On Prostitution Charges

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Six people, including a mother and
daughter, were charged by Westfield
police earlier this week with promot-

ing prostitution in two separate inci-
dents.

Authorities, who had been con-
ducting an investigation of the al-
leged prostitution activities, executed
a search warrant at 5:49 p.m. last Fri-
day at the Asianna Accupressure and
Therapeutic Center on North Avenue,
West.

Two men and two women were ar-
rested at the center, which is located
in a second-floor suite of offices. They
were charged with promoting prosti-
tution, soliciting prostitution and
maintaining a nuisance, said Detec-
tive Sergeant John M. Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department.

Sergeant Parizeau defined the last
of these charges as “maintaining a
premises as a house of prostitution.”

Police identified the suspects as
Michelle Liu, 42, and Rose Huang, 36,
both of Queens; Eng H. Lee, 37, of
Morristown, and Jacky Ping Li, 32, of
North Plainfield. Bail for each of the
four was set at $2,500, which they
posted later that day, said Sergeant
Parizeau.

Authorities also confiscated an
undetermined amount of cash, along

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Introduces Ordinance
To Charge Sport Night Fees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council last
night introduced an ordinance which
creates a fee structure for the Sports
Night program run by the Westfield
Recreation Commission.

As previously discussed at the
January 20 conference meeting, the
ordinance establishes a fee of $2 per
night for youths and $5 for adults to
participate in the program.

Kids would have the option of pay-
ing $10 for the season, with adults
paying $20, instead of the per night
charges.

While the ordinance was supported
by seven of the eight members of coun-
cil who were present at the meeting,
Third Ward Councilman John J. Walsh,
who serves as council Liaison to the
commission, remains opposed to charg-
ing for the drop-in basketball program.

The commission has said the new
fee structure for the Sports Night pro-
gram would be effective as of July 1.

“I’ll oppose this ordinance,” Mr.
Walsh told his council colleagues

during the agenda setting meeting
prior to the regular meeting.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein, who sits on the com-
mission, explained that the current
program costs the town $12,000 — an
expense which covers supervision
and use of the gymnasiums which are
the property of the Westfield Board of
Education.

She said one of the main reasons
the commission has approved the fee
is that a number of out-of-town resi-
dents are utilizing the facilities free-
of-charge.

The drop-in program is available on
Tuesday and Thursday nights at the
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools. Each school hosts the event
once a week.

Mrs. Weinstein noted that drop-in
basketball is the only program, out-
side of the summer playground offer-
ings, which the commission offers at
no charge.

“I do not have a problem with user
fees; just do not charge kids. I object
to this ordinance. It is extremely nar-

row,” Councilman Walsh said.
Councilwoman Weinstein added

that other programs, such as indoor
lacrosse and batting, are also for kids
and charge a fee. Mr. Walsh said that
these programs are organized sports
while the basketball program is for
kids who just wanted something to do
on a Tuesday or Thursday.

Councilman Walsh said he fears
that kids dropped off by their parents,
who not have money to pay the fee,
will be turned away at the doors. He
also does not feel charging $2 will
provide the town with significant in-
come.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CLUB SEEKS SUBDIVISION OF PROPERTY; HEARING MONDAY NIGHT

Town Woman’s Club Clubhouse Slated for Sale;
Declining Memberships Cited Among Reasons

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A proposal to subdivide the
Woman’s Club of Westfield property
on South Euclid Avenue into three
parcels has met with surprise and
shock by neighbors and even mem-
bers of the Town Council who first
learned of the plan Tuesday night.

The three-story Colonial Revival
house has sat on the corner of South
Euclid and Tremont Streets since the
turn of the century.

Woman’s Club Clubhouse Chair-
woman and Third Vice President
Juanita Shacklett said an application
is on the Planning Board agenda for
this Monday night.

If the club is granted the subdivi-
sion, which requires no variances —
and thus did not require the club to
legally notify neighboring property
owners of the application — the
Woman’s Club would have several
options to sell the property.

“In recent years, declining member-
ship and increasing costs of mainte-
nance have forced the club to reach
the difficult and painful decision to
explore the possibilities of selling the
club property and re-locating to more
affordable and modest space to con-
tinue its important work,” said Ms.
Shacklett.

Bob Krause, a land use attorney out
of Scotch Plains representing the club,
said as a courtesy his office notified

neighbors of the Planning Board’s
hearing as of yesterday, January 28.

The club, which has announced the
private sale of the property, purchased
the site from the Burr A. Towl family in

1955. The Towl family had bought the
house in 1920.

Mr. Towl served as Mayor of West-
field from 1929 to 1930, during which
the house was called “The Little

White House.” Later on his son, Burr
A. Towl, Jr., also served as Mayor.

With the aid of Mr. Krause, the
property is being offered for private
sale through a sealed bid. Notice of
this will be published in local newspa-
pers. The house will be open for in-
spection by prospective bidders and/
or their representatives on Thursdays
during February and March, accord-
ing to Ms. Shacklett.

Bid package kits will be available at
the clubhouse on those dates. A dead-
line for the receipt of bids has been set
for 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 26.

The club spokeswoman noted that

the dividing of the 108-foot-by-150-
foot lot would provide the club with
four options for prospective buyers
to bid on.

Prospective bidders could bid on
the house and the lot it sits on; the
house and one of two vacant lots
which would be created through the
subdivision; the house and both va-
cant lots — measuring 92 feet by 150
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someone on either a full-or part-time
basis in order to help coordinate the
final plan Westfield opts to use.

When asked further, the Mayor
agreed that 1998 will be a year for
coming up with solutions and also
some kind of future timeline.

In a press release issued two months
ago, Mayor Jardim said it was “his
expectation” that the New Jersey State
Department of Community Affairs, the
parent authority for grant approvals,
“would entertain Westfield’s grant
application in late 1998.

The Leader also was told that the
earliest the state itself will even enter-
tain a grant approval is late this year,
by which time the town must have
“something concrete” in place.

Former Mayor Raymond W. Stone,
who served from 1987 to 1990 and
continues working on the project on
a “volunteer” basis, said the cost of
the proposed improvements over a
five-year period could amount to “sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars,” and
also explained that even if the town’s
anticipated grant is turned down, other
sources could be available to help.

Mr. Stone, a resident of Ripley Av-
enue and a former three-term council-
man representing the Third Ward, said
the town could also apply for Commu-
nity Development grants, a federally-
managed program in which money is
“filtered” through Union County.

He explained that “each year a cer-
tain dollar amount is allocated to each
town.”

Even if the town is rejected by the
Neighborhood Preservation Program,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

was revealed that a Long Island
developer, who had a previous
option to purchase the theater
from United Artists, was pursuing
a lease agreement with a national
clothing store chain to take over
the building. The developer later
backed out of the deal with United
Artists.

The Westfield Cinema, which
had been located around the cor-
ner on Central Avenue, surprised
residents when it closed its doors
for good several years ago.

But when the Rialto Theatre’s six
new auditoriums open next month,
a good time at the movies — and
the irresistible aroma of a large
buttered popcorn — will live on in
downtown Westfield.

Mayor Hopes to Identify ‘Focus
Areas’ for Preservation Plan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Stone concluded, moneys could
be available from other Union County
sources to fund local economic devel-
opment efforts.

Those sentiments were echoed by
Mr. Jardim.

“Certainly, the neighborhood pres-
ervation program was the catalyst,”
the Mayor concluded. “We’re going
to go ahead and identify things, and
then try to put a price tag on it. But
there’s still a need there, and we’re
going to go ahead and pursue other
funds.”

Renovated Rialto
To Be Unveiled

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Woman’s Club Clubhouse,
Property Slated for Sale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After majoring in education at Kean
University of New Jersey, she worked
in the Westfield public schools as a
teacher’s assistant in Kindergarten
classes. She is also active in the com-
munity as a Girl Scouts Troop Leader
and a Den Co-Leader for the Boy
Scouts of America.

She resides in town with her three
children, Lyndsay, 15, Andrew, 12,
and Jayne, 9. Her husband served as
Prosecutor from 1991 until his death
from cancer in 1995 at 42. He was a
United States Attorney prior to being
named Prosecutor by former Gover-
nor James J. Florio.

Mr. Mingo is employed as a data
processing manager with NYNEX in
New York City. A former aide to state
Assemblyman Jerry Green, he served
on the Plainfield Area Youth Develop-
ment Tennis Association board, the
Plainfield Economic Development
Council, the city Planning Board and
the Plainfield Adult Education School
Board.

“It is an honor to have this oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Union
County,” said Mr. Mingo.

“We have an extraordinary team
in place and I can’t wait to get in-
volved. This Freeholder board has

done a great deal of important work
and I hope to contribute to this
growing tradition of excellence,” he
added.

Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan, board
Chairman this year, said the new Free-
holders “share our commitment to
providing Union County with the best
possible government.

“I’m excited about them coming on
board and look forward to welcoming
them,” he stated.

In commenting on the selection of
the two new Freeholders, Ms.
DeFilippo stated that she was, “thrilled
that our party has Lou and Mary on
board.

“Union County Democrats are
proud of the quality candidates we
have and these two outstanding indi-
viduals are no exceptions,” she con-
tinued.

“Both stress teamwork and have
exceptional sensitivity to taxpayers.
I’m sure they will make outstanding
Freeholders and serve the residents
of Union County very well,” Ms.
DeFilippo added.

Ms. Cohen will assume her new
post following a noon ceremony in
Elizabeth on Sunday, February 8. She
was elected to the board in 1995.

Mrs. Ruotolo, Mr. Mingo
To Join Freeholder Board

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
• Two computers valued at approxi-

mately $3,000 were reported stolen from
the Westfield Neighborhood Council on
Cacciola Place, according to police.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
• A Fanwood resident told police he

believed that credit cards were stolen from
his wallet while it was stored in a locker
at a recreation facility in town. The victim
stated that he did not notice any damage
to the lock at the time he left his wallet
there.

Authorities said a Westfield man also
reported that his credit cards were stolen
after he left his wallet in a locker at the
same establishment on January 20.

• James E. Johnson, Jr., 26, of
Maplewood was arrested at his residence
and charged with third degree theft, ac-
cording to police, for allegedly stealing
$265 from the Central Avenue eatery
where he is employed. The theft occurred
on January 18 after business hours.

The suspect, who was being held in lieu
of $5,000 bail on the theft charge, was also
wanted on complaints out of Irvington
and the Essex County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, according to police.

Johnson was wanted on a fugitive war-
rant out of Irvington in connection with an
aggravated assault, authorities said, and
on two counts of probation violation by
the Sheriff’s Department. There was no
bail on either of these complaints, authori-
ties confirmed.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
• Helen Urusob, 25, of Westfield was

arrested at a North Avenue pharmacy and
charged with shoplifting after she alleg-
edly attempted to take $28.57 worth of
merchandise from the store without pay-
ing for it, according to police. Bail was set
at $260.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
• A Shackamaxon Drive resident re-

ported that someone drove an automobile
over his front lawn.

• A Cranford woman reported the theft
of her wallet which contained $80 in cash,
along with personal papers and credit
cards, according to police. The victim said
she believed the incident occurred while
she was standing in line outside a local
movie theater.

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
• A Carleton Road resident reported

that someone forcibly entered his apart-
ment by kicking in the front door. The
victim, who was not at home at the time the
incident occurred, told police his apart-
ment was ransacked, but that the only thing
which appeared to be missing was $5.

• A resident of Orange who is em-
ployed by a local health care facility re-
ported that she was punched in the face
and scratched on the forearms by another
female employee, and threatened by a
male employee, while the three were at
work, according to police. No charges
have been filed at this time, authorities
said.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
• One hundred block of Elm Street —

unintentional alarm.
• Seven hundred block of Prospect

Street — outside of structure fire.
• Two hundred block of East Dudley

Avenue — outside of structure fire.
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue — smoke condition.
• One hundred block of Summit Court

— unintentional alarm.
• Thirteen hundred block of Prospect

Street — carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Seven hundred block of Hyslip Av-
enue — service call.

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Rd. - unintentional alarm.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20

• Four hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – lock out.

• One hundred block of Azalea Trail –
unintentional alarm.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – system malfunction.

• Six hundred block of Carleton Road
– smoke scare.

• Four hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – lock out.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
• Six hundred block of Knollwood Ter-

race – good intent.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22

• Eight hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – system malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – system malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – system malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway Av-
enue – system malfunction.

• Five hundred block of Springfield
Avenue – unintentional alarm.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue – smoke scare.

• One hundred block of Wyoming
Street – automobile accident.

• Three hundred block of Wychwood
Road – unintentional alarm.

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue, West – system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Massachu-
setts Street – system malfunction.

• Two hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue – system malfunction.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
• One hundred block of Marlboro

Street - carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue – smoke condition.

• Three hundred block of Massachu-
setts Street – water evacuation.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
• Two hundred block of Hazel Av-

enue – water evacuation.
• Six hundred block of Lawnside Place

– water evacuation.
• Eight hundred block of Fairacres

Avenue – lock out.
• Two hundred block of Orchard Street

– water evacuation.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road – gas leak.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

• Four hundred block of Topping Hill
Road – structure fire.

• Six hundred block of Roosevelt Street
– smoke condition.

• One hundred block of Sunnywood
Drive – good intent call.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street – service call.

• Five hundred block of Tremont Av-
enue – unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Floral Court –
system malfunction.

FOR DEDICATED SERVICE…Virginia Freeman, right, receives the Westfield
Day Care Center Board of Directors’ Distinguished Service Award from Mary
Walker, board President. The award is presented each year to an individual who
has performed outstanding service for the Day Care Center. Mrs. Freeman, a
former Westfield resident, served as both a center board member and a volunteer
for the Westfield Day Care Center Auxiliary. She now resides in Vermont.

Jeanne A. Hamway Named
Leadership Fellow for ’98

Jeanne A. Hamway

Leadership New Jersey, a program
that helps leaders in New Jersey be-
come leaders of New Jersey, has an-
nounced the selection of Jeanne A.
Hamway of Westfield as a Leadership
Fellow for 1998. She joins 52 other
leaders in the 14th group of Leadership
Fellows, which will begin the year with
a three-day retreat in Eatontown this
Wednesday, January 21.

Mrs. Hamway is Vice President of
Human Resources for the R.W.
Johnson Pharmaceutical Research
Institute, a Johnson & Johnson com-
pany.

She serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for Bridgeway, a United Way
agency which provides psychiatric
rehabilitation services in Elizabeth and
on the Christian Education Commit-
tee for her church in North Plainfield.

Leadership New Jersey Fellows ex-
plore state issues through a rigorous,
year-long series of seminars, case
studies and field visits. Leadership
Fellows simulate a homeless family in
Paterson, canoe the Pinelands, talk
with students in Camden classrooms,
go behind the walls of a maximum
security prison, patrol the streets of

Trenton with the police and prowl the
halls of the Legislature.

Mrs. Hamway will join a growing
network of more than 500 Fellows,

who have taken part in the program in
previous years. They include corpo-
rate Chief Executive Officers, college
presidents, prosecutors, judges, pub-
lishers and directors of major non-
profit groups.

SILK SENSATION…Edie Dixon shows off the silk floral arrangement donated
by Talbot’s in Westfield for this year’s holiday dinner of the Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra. Mrs. Dixon was the Chairwoman of the event,
attended by 40 people at Le Rendez-vous in Kenilworth. The floral arrangement
was given away as the door prize to Jeannie Arida.

with a massage table and other equip-
ment, from the massage center, which
has since been closed, police con-
firmed.

According to Sergeant Parizeau,
the establishment — which also of-
fered legitimate massage therapy ser-
vices — had been under surveillance
for “a couple of months,” after police
received a tip about the alleged pros-
titution operation.

On Tuesday, police arrested two
women after executing a second
search warrant at 11:46 a.m. at a
Downer Street residence, which they
believe was being used for prostitu-
tion purposes.

The home, located in a residential
neighborhood, had also been the
subject of an on-going investigation,
police said.

Tailai Zhou, 64, and her daughter,
Weini Celia, 42, both of whom live at
the Downer Street residence, were
charged with promoting prostitution
and operating a house of prostitu-
tion, according to Sergeant Parizeau.
He said Celia was additionally charged
with soliciting prostitution.

An undetermined amount of cash

and other evidence was collected
during the execution of this search
warrant as well.

Sergeant Parizeau confirmed that
Zhou was released on her own recog-
nizance, and that Celia posted $2,500
bail and was released.

Authorities were attempting to de-
termine whether there was any con-
nection between alleged prostitution
activities there and at the message
therapy center.

Sergeant Parizeau acknowledged
that the two cases were unusual for
Westfield, adding that these were the
first prostitution arrests in town that
he could recall since he joined the
department more than 17 years ago.

Authorities Arrest Six
On Prostitution Charges

Councilwoman Weinstein noted
that even at $10 a season, the pro-
gram would be among the least ex-
pensive of those offered by the com-
mission.

For instance, the ordinance also
includes annual fees of $30 for la-
crosse and soccer; $20 for batting,
hitting and pitching, along with girls’
lacrosse and field hockey. All are
indoor programs. These fees will
take effect upon passage of the or-
dinance which is slated for Tues-
day, February 10.

In other council business, during
the public part of the meeting, Dr. Erica
Fried of Westfield spoke briefly be-
fore the council about the county’s
new Patient Advocate program which
she runs on a voluntary basis.

The program offers patients help in
such areas as problems related to re-
ceiving needed tests or treatment and
getting reimbursement from insurance
carriers for services a patient believes
should be covered.

The office may be reached by call-
ing (908) 654-6623. Individuals over
age 60 may call the CHIME (Counsel-
ing on Health Insurance from Medi-
care and Enrollees) program at (908)
709-2150.

Prior to the meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim announced that the
council would discuss the feasibility

of moving the starting time of its meet-
ings to 7:30 p.m. Conference meetings
would have a maximum length of two
hours, with public meetings ending
by 11 p.m.

Conference meetings currently be-
gin at 8 p.m. with public meetings
starting at 8:30 p.m. Public meetings
are generally held on the second and
fourth Tuesdays, with conference
meetings on the first and third Tues-
days of the month.

On another matter, related to the
issue of bagging of meters in the
downtown area, First Ward Council-
woman Gail S. Vernick last week pro-
posed that the council pass an ordi-
nance which would require the town
to bag the meters for two weeks prior
to Christmas and Hanukkah holidays.

Neither the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce nor the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) made
the request to the council this year to
bag the meters.

The DWC board, which governs
the town’s special improvement dis-
trict, has said its concern is that people
who work in the downtown abuse the
free parking by leaving their cars in
the street all day, thus defeating the
purpose of the free holiday shopping
parking.

The bags allow persons to park for
two hours for free.

Council Introduces Ordinance
To Charge Sport Night Fees
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feet and 100 feet by 150 feet, respectively,
and either or both of the vacant lots.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt
said, in his opinion, the two buildable
lots would probably generate between
$175,000 and $200,000 each, with the
house itself generating another
$300,000 or more.

In terms of the pending Planning
Board variance-free minor subdivi-
sion application, Mr. Brandt said, “As
far as I know, it meets all the (zoning)
requirements. I don’t see how they
(the board) could deny it.”

He said one of the vacant lots would
face South Euclid, with the other on
Tremont. An existing deteriorated
garage would be demolished.

Neighbors who spoke at Tuesday’s
council meeting said they were angry
that the club had never notified neigh-
bors of the impending sale nor of the
subdivision application prior to this week.

Jeneane Willyard of South Euclid
Avenue said she and other neighbors
were concerned over the possible
impact additional homes on the prop-
erty could have on the ambiance of
the neighborhood.

She also noted the club received a
grant in 1995 from the Westfield Foun-
dation to renovate the house, which
was built around 1908.

Ms. Shacklett noted that the club
did “major restorative work” on the
house “with the help” of the Founda-
tion grant.

Neighbors also cited the fact that
the club, as a New Jersey non-profit
corporation, has not had to pay prop-
erty taxes on the house over the past
four decades.

The house sits in an RS-12 zone, an
area designated for 12,000-foot lots
— and, thus, could not house profes-
sional offices as is the case in houses
located on South Euclid further up the
street towards East Broad Street.

Local music instructor Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter, of St. Marks Avenue
said she “just wouldn’t want to see
the character change” on the street.

Local realtor Carol Tener of Tremont
Avenue said she thought club mem-
bers must have “worked very hard to
keep this (the application and sale of
the property) a secret.”

Mr. Krause noted that the applica-
tion “happened very quickly,” with
papers filed with the Building Depart-
ment on January 14.

Ms. Shacklett said the club mem-
bership is now 108 — down from 600
when the club moved into its present
home in 1955 — which is one of the
reasons cited by the club for selling
the property.

According to a press release issued
by the Woman’s Club, Josiah Tryon
Wilcox was the first owner and occu-
pant. The house is situated on a spa-
cious lot, with a garden and some rare
shrubbery.

After purchasing the property in
1955, the Woman’s Club worked with
the local building authorities, repair-
ing and renovating to convert the
family dwelling into a clubhouse.

A feature of the renovated building
was a “bride’s room” and a “groom’s
room” to accommodate rentals for
weddings.

Meeting rooms were attractively
furnished to offer members and the
general public a unique space for gra-
cious entertaining at wedding recep-
tions, showers, parties, recitals and
events of community interest, as well
as to provide attractive, comfortable
space for the club’s many and varied
programs and activities.

In 1995 the club received an award
from the Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission “for its continued
and sensitive maintenance over the
years of its clubhouse.”

The club, organized in 1895, is a
member of the New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC)
and of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

Since 1949, when a continuing aid
to education fund was established,
scholarships have been awarded each
year to graduating Westfield High
School seniors.

What is the future of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield? The membership
will determine the future, said Ms.
Shacklett.

Since it was founded, “the club has
met many challenges before; it will
meet this one with courage and opti-
mism and will continue to expand its
important volunteer work. Having a
clubhouse for 43 years helped to give
a feeling of stability and unity to the
membership,” said Ms. Shacklett.

Monday’s Woman’s Club applica-
tion will be third on the Planning Board
agenda, with two other lengthy cases
to be heard first.

The Union County Democratic
Committee on Saturday selected Mary
P. Ruotolo and Lewis Mingo, Jr. to fill
two unexpired terms on the nine-mem-
ber board.

Union County Democratic Commit-
tee Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo
presided over the selection process,
which included the participation of
250 committee members representing
the 21 municipalities in the county.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew K.
Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo were both
unanimously approved by the com-
mittee.

They will fill the unexpired seats of
Carol I. Cohen of Westfield and Walter
D. McNeil, Jr., of Plainfield. Ms. Cohen
resigned her seat earlier this month to
become Union County Counsel, while
Mr. McNeil vacated his seat in De-
cember to become City Administrator
in Plainfield.

The two new Freeholders will be
sworn into office during a special cer-
emony beginning at 6 p.m. tonight,
Thursday, January 29, in the Free-
holders Meeting Room of the Union
County Administration Building in

As the curtain closed at the final
performance of Madison Square
Garden’s production of A Christmas
Carol, 30 students from Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains left the stage
with warm memories of their special
holiday experience, according to a
spokeswoman for the school.

The students, who were selected
to perform as the Angel Chorus,
had practiced, auditioned, and then
performed in 24 shows of A Christ-
mas Carol, singing “God Bless Us
Everyone,” to audiences of 6,000,
three to four times a week, for seven
weeks.

The Angel Chorus’ stint on Broad-
way included other highlights as well.
The choir was invited by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman to sing and
greet her guests at the Governor’s
Mansion in Princeton for her annual
Holiday Gala.

The group also traveled to Times
Square/Rockefeller Plaza; and they
sang live on NBC television’s “To-
day Show.” Next, the chorus was
called upon to sing Christmas carols
on the radio during WPLJ’s “Morn-
ing Show.”

The chorus was treated to a cast
party at the conclusion of A Christ-
mas Carol, and they were given the


