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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded that copy should
be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on
the Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we en-
courage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All sub-
mittals are subject to being cut due
to length, edited for style and clari-
fication at the discretion of the edi-
tor.

ANGELIC VOICES…Members of the Angel Chorus from Park Middle School in Scotch Plains relax after their final
performance in A Christmas Carol at Madison Square Garden. The students also sang live on NBC’s “Today Show,” and
radio station WPLJ’s “Morning Show,” took part in Governor Christine Todd Whitman’s annual Holiday Gala, and
attended a cast party at the conclusion of the holiday stage show. Please see a story on page 12.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

OFFICIALS CLAIM PROGRAM DUPLICATES SP-F INSTRUCTION

School Bd. Elects to Suspend
Payments to Magnet School

At Cost of $36,000 to District
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

During its January 22 public meet-
ing, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education unanimously resolved
to suspend further tuition payments
to the Union County Magnet High
School for Science, Math and Tech-
nology until the concerns of the board
and local residents regarding the mag-
net school are addressed.

These concerns include:
• The magnet school’s program of

instruction that is “duplicative and
redundant” of the program of instruc-
tion offered by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood district.

• The belief that this instruction
“is outside the purpose of a voca-
tional/technical high school” as de-

fined by New Jersey state law.
• The cost of tuition and transpor-

tation for local students at the magnet
high school, and the fact that the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district’s
present curricula satisfy the state’s
constitutional requirement to provide
a “thorough and efficient” education.

The resolution also empowered
Board Attorney Casper P. Boehm, with
the consent of Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye and Board
President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon, to
take the action necessary to protect
the interests of the board with respect
to the county magnet school “includ-
ing, but not limited to the institution of
any litigation.”

Superintendent of Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, Dr.
Thomas J. Bistocchi, declined to com-
ment on the action taken in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood because, he said, the
board’s refusal to pay tuition might
become a matter of litigation.

He said, “Title 18A, Chapter 54:20-
1 provides a mechanism for students
to attend any program sponsored by
the vocational-technical school, and
(dictates that) constituent districts
within the county shall support them
— meaning tuition and transporta-
tion must be paid for.”

There are six Scotch Plains-
Fanwood students enrolled in the
ninth grade of the magnet school, at
an annual cost of $6,000 per student.
The $36,000 district expenditure does
not include the cost of transporta-
tion.

During the meeting, Dr. Choye dis-
cussed the district’s plans to accom-
modate its growing student popula-
tion.

While modular classrooms at School
One, Evergreen and J. A. Coles El-
ementary Schools will help provide
for “reasonable class sizes,” and there
is evidence that the 1998-1999 Kinder-
garten enrollment is below what the
district anticipated, the Superinten-
dent is still concerned about space at
the elementary level.

Local Parent-Teacher Association
members will be conducting a door-
to-door survey of residents during
the spring to help the administration
develop accurate enrollment projec-
tions.

A survey conducted by the
Berwyck Chase Homeowners Asso-
ciation last October revealed that 21
children from Berwyck Chase alone
will be entering Kindergarten next
September.

During the meeting, Dr. Choye un-
veiled a proposal to consolidate all

but one of the district’s Pre-Kinder-
garten programs into six classrooms
at Park Middle School. This would
free up classroom space at Coles and
Brunner Elementary Schools.

Presently, Coles houses the Perva-
sive Developmental Disorder program
in one classroom, while Brunner hosts
the Title I Tip Top and Handicapped
Pre-Kindergarten classes.

Another Pre-Kindergarten class is
located at School One and would re-
main there under the Superintendent’s
plan.

In developing the plan for board
consideration, district administrators
are looking into utilizing existing li-
brary/media center workspace at Park,
consolidating two supervisors’ spaces
into one, and relocating three middle

‘PLAN B’ SLATED TO BE HEARD WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Township Planning Bd. Rejects First Proposal
For Better View Homes Housing Development

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board,
in a unanimous decision, turned down
the Plan A portion of the Ernest Fantini
application — referred to as the Better
View Homes development — at its
January 21 meeting.

Mr. Fantini is trying to get approval
to develop his property located by
Pheasant and Sleepy Hollow Lane in
Scotch Plains and Plainfield into nine
lots.

“I knew that Plan A would be turned
down,” said Mr. Fantini’s attorney
Joseph Murray. “We believe the board
will go with Plan B. There are no vari-
ances with this plan. There is no rea-
son to turn it down.”

Plan A and Plan B both divide the
Fantini property into nine separate
lots. Problems arose with Plan A be-
cause the number of variances needed
(25) and how the property lines were
drawn.

Due to the fact that 7.2 acres of the
land is in Scotch Plains and 2.2 is in
Plainfield the case will also be heard
by the board in Plainfield. Mr. Murray
indicated that he had not submitted
an application in Plainfield at this time.

In Plan A all the houses would be
built facing Scotch Plains even the
ones located in Plainfield. In order to
accomplish this, the lots would be
smaller than the land usually is in this
section of Scotch Plains.

The Better View Homes case was
the only item on the agenda. Testi-

mony lasted well into the evening
bringing out concerned citizens from
Scotch Plains and Plainfield.

This denial has not closed the case
because representatives for Mr.
Fantini had submitted Plan B along
with Plan A to the board.

“This is just Plan A and in no way
should it prejudice Plan B,” said board
Chairman George Tomkin.

According to board attorney L.A.
Woodruff, the board is within its
legal rights rendering a decision in
the middle of the case despite the fact
that it may be unusual.

The Fantini case has been a con-
troversial topic for the board. The
board heard testimony in their De-

cember meeting and most board mem-
bers felt that enough information was
presented to make a ruling.

Councilman Martin Marks, who
represents the council on the board
and who articulated the motion to
deny Plan A, said he felt enough infor-
mation was explained by both parties
to give him reason to deny the plan.

Among his reason for denial was
the number of variances needed to
bring the Fantini plan into fruition.

“When the applications were sub-
mitted, the plans were separate,” Coun-
cilman Marks said. “Some reasons I
think it should be denied are the num-
ber of variances, 25 out of 54 require-
ments need variances.”

Mayor Joan Papen, who also serves
on the board, pointed out that previ-
ous boards have kept up with the “R-
1” residential zone standards.

Mrs. Papen, who is serving on the
board this year as part of her duties as
Mayor, signed a letter along with Alice
Agran and Nancy M. Malool, an alter-
nate on the board, indicating they had
read copies of transcripts from the
previous testimony on the case and
thus were eligible to vote on the appli-
cation.

“There were not many positives in
the testimony for the application,”
Mrs. Papen said.

“I agree with comments of the other
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Three Seats
Are Available
On School Bd.

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Three seats are again available on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education this year, although at press
time no candidates had yet filed nomi-
nating petitions, according to the of-
fice of Matthew A. Clarke, Assistant
Superintendent for Business and
Board Secretary.

All three vacancies are currently
held by longtime incumbents, includ-
ing Board President Donald E. Sheldon
of Scotch Plains, Albert J. Syvertsen,
also of Scotch Plains, and Richard R.
Meade of Fanwood. School elections
will take place on Tuesday, April 21.
School board terms are for three years
each.

Prospective candidates may pick
up nominating petitions from the
receptionist’s desk at the board’s ad-
ministrative offices, located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains. Petitions, which require
10 signatures, must be returned to the
board offices by Monday, March 2, at
4 p.m.

Dr. Sheldon, who has lived in Scotch
Plains for 30 years, was first elected to
the board in 1992. He has served as
President for the last five years. The
incumbent, now retired, was employed
by the school district for 23 years, first
as Director of Guidance and later as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mrs. Ruotolo, Mr. Mingo
To Join Freeholder Board

The Union County Democratic
Committee on Saturday selected Mary
P. Ruotolo and Lewis Mingo, Jr. to fill
two unexpired terms on the nine-mem-
ber board.

Union County Democratic Commit-
tee Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo
presided over the selection process,
which included the participation of
250 committee members representing
the 21 municipalities in the county.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew K.
Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo were both
unanimously approved by the com-
mittee.

They will fill the unexpired seats of
Carol I. Cohen of Westfield and Walter
D. McNeil, Jr., of Plainfield. Ms. Cohen
resigned her seat earlier this month to
become Union County Counsel, while
Mr. McNeil vacated his seat in De-
cember to become City Administrator
in Plainfield.

The two new Freeholders will be
sworn into office during a special cer-
emony beginning at 6 p.m. tonight,
Thursday, January 29, in the Free-
holders Meeting Room of the Union
County Administration Building in

Elizabeth. The board’s regular meet-
ing will follow at 7 p.m.

Upon being selected to the board,
Mrs. Ruotolo said she was looking
forward to serving county residents,
noting her family “has been in public
service for decades.

“I am excited that now its my turn to
serve the residents of Union County.
I’ve been watching the Freeholder
board closely for the past year and I
am very impressed with its tremen-
dous work. I look forward to being a
contributor,” she stated.

Mrs. Ruotolo has been active with
the Westfield Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation, serving on its executive board.

After majoring in education at Kean
University of New Jersey, she worked
in the Westfield public schools as a
teacher’s assistant in Kindergarten
classes. She is also active in the com-
munity as a Girl Scouts Troop Leader
and a Den Co-Leader for the Boy
Scouts of America.

She resides in town with her three
children, Lyndsay, 15, Andrew, 12,
and Jayne, 9. Her husband served as
Prosecutor from 1991 until his death

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

New FAA Flight Path
Is Topic of Discussion

For Upcoming Meetings
The issue of aircraft noise has

heated up in the past few weeks as the
Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) plans to implement a trial pe-
riod of the proposed 260-degree de-
parture procedure on March 1.

Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen
announced last week that the
township’s governing body will hold
a special hearing as part of its meeting
on Tuesday, February 24, to gather
comments on the issue of aircraft noise.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil has considered a resolution sup-
porting the proposed 260-degree pro-
cedure, while the Fanwood Borough
Council has passed a resolution op-
posing the measure.

Dennis Hardie, who represents The
Original Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citi-
zens Against Aircraft Noise, Inc., has
revealed that another meeting will be
held on Thursday, February 5, at 7
p.m. in the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary.

Mr. Hardie, whose organization
supports the 260-degree departure,
has urged members of the public who
are “bothered by aircraft noise” to
attend the meeting. The FAA test
flight data for the proposed route
change will be available for study by
members of the public.

“If we lose this battle (to implement
the new route change), you (residents)
will be assured of increasing aircraft
noise for a very long time,” stated Mr.
Hardie.

Members of Scotch Plains/Fanwood
Citizens Against Aircraft Noise, Inc.,
also known as (SPFCAAN), and the
New Jersey Coalition Against Air-
craft Noise (NJCAAN), are both op-
posed to the new route change as a
solution to increased air traffic noise.

“The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Citi-
zens Against Aircraft Noise will con-
tinue to fight for the rights of its citi-
zens and those throughout the state
to live in a peaceful and quiet environ-
ment, free of the noise pollution pro-
vided by incessant air traffic,” said
Rick Obrock, President of SPFCAAN.

According to a published report in
the Home News Tribune, the new flight
pattern would reroute 25 percent of
the Newark departures during a six-
month trial period. The flow-level pat-
terns would be over communities in
Union and Middlesex Counties.

The SPFCAAN Board of Directors
approved a resolution earlier this
month opposing the FAA route
change, stating the change would only
increase jet noise in the area. Both
SPFCAAN and NJCAAN support
routing airplanes over the Atlantic
Ocean.

Aircraft noise became a concern
following the implementation of the
FAA’s Expanded East Coast Plan in
1987. The plan was implemented to
improve efficiency for flights and avoid
departure delays at busy East Coast
airports including JFK, Newark Inter-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PROJECT TO BE FUNDED THROUGH $1.7 MILLION BOND ISSUE

Council Hires Firm to Improve
Sanitary Sewer Pumping Stations

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil agreed Tuesday, to hire a Pennsyl-
vania construction company for nearly
$1.2 million worth of improvements to
sanitary sewer pumping stations on
the south side of the township.

This comes after a Roselle Park
company first hired for the job bowed
out when township officials discov-
ered the two owners were sentenced
to three years in state prison for brib-
ery, extortion and theft convictions in
bid-rigging schemes.

Attorneys for the township said
Consolidated/Delta DV withdrew from
the contract for the sewer work prior
to a “responsibility hearing” with
township officials after the council
rescinded their work offer to Consoli-
dated when the owners’ crimes sur-
faced in a December Star-Ledger re-
port.

At that point, township officials
voiced serious doubt as to whether
the contract had been awarded to “the
lowest responsible bidder” as required
by law, and requested a hearing with
Consolidated.

Details of the pullout agreement
were not revealed, although in cases
such as this a contractor may often be
compensated for work already done.

Rich Construction Company, Inc.,
of Fountainville, Pennsylvania sub-
mitted the second lowest bid out of six
which were received by the township
in November of last year.

The firm asked $1,193,000 to up-
grade four pumps at Raritan Road,
Lamberts Mill Road, West Broad Street
and Greenview, and run new sewer
pipes parallel to the existing system
for increased flow.

A $1.7 million bond issue should
finance much of the total cost of the
project, that includes engineering
consultant fees, according to offi-
cials.

The work could take up to 20
months, but there should be minimal
disruption to residents, officials said.

A separate $142,500 bond ordinance
was passed into law without objec-
tion for the computer automation of

the township’s library. The total cost
is $180,000, according to officials, of
which $30,000 will be supplied through
gifts.

Library Director Norbert Bernstein
noted that the township was one of
the last three Union County munici-
palities to go to an automated system.
The Boroughs of Fanwood and
Garwood are the others.

Fanwood has considered going in
on the project with Scotch Plains,
which would save the township about
$10,000.

Mr. Bernstein said that, under the
new system, residents would be able
to access the library’s catalog of books
from a home computer, via the Internet,
“and also check if you are delinquent

on returns,” he quipped.
The transition to automation should

take about a year and add at least a
dozen new computer terminals to the
library.

The Township Council addition-
ally okayed an ordinance to raise the
salary for a Municipal Court Adminis-
trator to from $36,000 to $47,000 a year.
The salary for an Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator rose to $5,000 a
year from $2,000. The measure is ret-
roactive to January 1.

Along with 10 other member
municipal i t ies,  the township
okayed a separate ordinance rais-
ing the yearly pay for commis-
sioners to the Rahway Valley

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Pops Concert Slated
For Thursday, Feb. 5
At SP-F High School
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School Music Department
will hold its 26th annual POPS
Concert on Thursday, February
5, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the
high school auditorium.

The annual raffle drawing will
be held that evening and some
raffle tickets will still be available
at the door. Proceeds from this
event will help defray the cost of
the year-end evaluation trip to
Virginia Beach, Virginia, in May.

Park School Chorus Bids
Farewell to Christmas Carol
As the curtain closed at the final

performance of Madison Square
Garden’s production of A Christmas
Carol, 30 students from Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains left the stage
with warm memories of their special
holiday experience, according to a
spokeswoman for the school.

The students, who were selected
to perform as the Angel Chorus,
had practiced, auditioned, and then
performed in 24 shows of A Christ-
mas Carol, singing “God Bless Us
Everyone,” to audiences of 6,000,
three to four times a week, for seven
weeks.

The Angel Chorus’ stint on Broad-
way included other highlights as well.
The choir was invited by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman to sing and
greet her guests at the Governor’s
Mansion in Princeton for her annual
Holiday Gala.

The group also traveled to Times
Square/Rockefeller Plaza; and they
sang live on NBC television’s “To-
day Show.” Next, the chorus was
called upon to sing Christmas carols
on the radio during WPLJ’s “Morn-
ing Show.”

The chorus was treated to a cast
party at the conclusion of A Christ-
mas Carol, and they were given the

opportunity to meet all of the actors
from the show.

Finally, the chorus was honored at
a party held at Park Middle School on
January 15.

The following local merchants
contributed to the event: Irma’s Hall-
mark, Alphonso’s, Blimpies,
McDonalds, Burger King, Theresa’s,
ShopRite, Maria’s, Nunzio’s,
Hershey’s Deli, Rice Inn, Tasteful
Touch, Quick Chek, Enchantments
Too, Lenny’s Bakery and the
Mountainside Deli.

The Angel Chorus consisted of:
Ayanna Abrams, Devon Bonstein,
Laine Bonstein, Emily Caballero,
Michael Cerick, Lauren Haertlein,
Kaitlyn Durso, Sonia Dutta, Jasmine
Elliot, Andrew Ferguson, Anthony
Flagg, Stephanie Fowler, Angelo Har-
ris, Lauren Hernandez, Jennifer
Howell, Nicole Impellizzeri and Kim-
berly Johnson.

The chorus also included Jessica
Kim, Dana Mayo, Zachary McGuire,
Jennifer McLoughlin, Caitlin
McNelis, Raymond Moskal, Kim-
berly Pudlak, Tyler Rodgers, Kashari
Slaughter, Angela Stanford, Lani
Trinh, Christine Troiano, and Jaclyn
Tumolo, under the direction of Mary
Lu Farrell.

school classes to the equivalent space
in another part of the building. A work
space area would be located within
the library itself instead of a separate
room as is currently the case.

Should the consolidation take ef-
fect, School One Principal Jeff Grisco
would have principalship over the
Pre-Kindergarten classes.

Dr. Choye indicated that she would
be able to provide cost projections for
the facilities project in approximately
one month.

Anticipating parents’ concerns
about pre-school children mingling
with middle school students, board
member Richard R. Meade questioned,
“How much importance is attached to
segregating the school population?”

Board Vice President Jessica D.
Simpson countered, “I believe that
issue has been looked at carefully. The
superintendent wouldn’t recommend
(the consolidation) if it was not envi-
ronmentally safe and sound for kids.”

Mr. Meade replied, “While I do
defer to Dr. Choye (on many issues),
I have concerns about moving too
quickly.”

The superintendent acknowledged
that parents’ initial reaction to the
consolidation proposal might be nega-
tive, but added, “It’s not a bad thing
to move the students together.”

Mrs. Simpson asked if opening up
one classroom at Coles would be
enough, and questioned the need for
class space at Brunner.

Dr. Choye said enrollment at
Coles is the highest it has ever
been, and noted that enrollment at
each school “peaks” in different
years. She said, “Brunner peaked
two years ago, with a big spurt in
first and second grade.”

She speculated that the availability
of additional class space at Brunner
might make it possible to bus children
from the Coles and McGinn areas to
Brunner since enrollment in the south
side schools is high at present.

“Maybe,” she emphasized.
During the public comment portion

of the meeting, Laurie Katz of Fanwood
commented on the “social signifi-
cance” of children attending schools
in their neighborhood rather than
being bused to other schools.

She said, “I’d hate to see Brunner
as a dumping ground, but would pre-
fer to see the geographic boundaries
(of the district) changed.”

Mrs. Katz later rescinded the term
“dumping ground,” saying it was
“perhaps too strong.”

Parent Deborah Asher said, “If the
board decides to make this move, and
spend the money, it has to make a
commitment to these (Pre-Kindergar-
ten) programs to keep them there (at
Park Middle School).”

She also asked the board to con-
sider the “sensitivities” of special
needs children, specifically mention-
ing the impact of bells ringing every 40
minutes during the middle school day.

Dr. Sheldon said, “Historically, the
handicapped (Pre-Kindergarten) pro-
gram has been held to the same place.”

Fanwood resident Elise Blasi ex-
pressed concern over the “disrup-
tion” to Park students regarding their
use of stairways, hallways and lava-
tories.

“We made a decision to not embark
on a building program,” said Dr.
Sheldon, “and we need to decide how
to make the most efficient use of avail-
able space. This is just the first of a
continuing number of discussions on
this issue.”

In another matter, the board heard
parents’ concerns regarding the Janu-
ary 20 fire in a student’s locker on the
second floor at Terrill Middle School.

A custodian used a fire extinguisher
to put out the fire.

Mickey Howard-Melber of
Fanwood said, “The fire pointed out
how important it is to have total unim-
peded access to all exits at all times. I
ask the board to look at all safety

procedures, particularly emergency
evacuation procedures.”

The incident prompted further
discussion of the viability of the
lift in place at Terrill for use by
special needs children. The lift was
in operation when the bell sounded
for students to leave the building
when the fire was discovered.

While operating, the lift precludes
other students from using the stair-
way in either direction.

Dr. Choye announced, “Effective
Monday, January 26, all classes for
the children who need assistance on
the stairs will be held on the first
floor.”

Because four special needs stu-
dents are expected to be enrolled at
Terrill for the 1998-1999 school year,
and because the lift frequently breaks
down, the Superintendent is investi-
gating the possibility of installing an
elevator at the middle school. The
cost would be approximately $200,000.

Due to the lateness of the hour,
further discussion on selecting an
architect for the project was post-
poned until February.

Scotch Plains resident Steve
Rosenberger asked how the fire was
started.

Dr. Choye replied only that the in-
dividual who started the fire had been
identified and that “appropriate ac-
tion is being taken.” The Scotch Plains
Police Department is working with the
board on the matter.

In other business, the board
awarded the bid for lease/purchase
financing of six modular classrooms
in the amount of $410,000 to
MuniLease Funding, Inc. and its as-
signee, CoreStates Bank, at an inter-
est rate of 4.58 percent.

The $410,000 represents the bal-
ance due on the original $745,302
purchase price of the modulars.

The board also approved the Kin-
dergarten through grade 12 Library/
Media Content Standards and
Proficiencies originally presented on
January 7. Board member Theresa
Larkin said, “It’s a pleasure as a parent
and board member to see the library/
media center such a place of activity
in our schools.”

School Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Matthew A.
Clarke offered a brief overview of the
budget materials board members can
expect to see over the next few weeks,
and presented the budget and school
election calendar for the board’s in-
formation.

The board also proclaimed Febru-
ary as “Black History Month” in the
district and recognized the “exten-
sive civil, social and religious contri-
butions made by black Americans,
including residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.”

School Bd. Elects to Suspend
Payments to Magnet School

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

board members. Previous boards have
kept the standards of the R-1 zone.
Our position of the Master Plan is
very clear. People should be able to
come in the area and get the house and
lot sizes they want,” she added.

Board member Joseph Doyle said
that the needed variances don’t ben-
efit the township.

“This is more or less a movement of
lots and houses to satisfy developers
rather than the township,” Mr. Doyle
said. “Lot averaging, to my knowl-
edge, is not a requirement when prop-
erties are in two areas.”

Michael Tobia, a Morristown de-
veloper, said in his testimony that the
lots under Plan A would not conform
to the R-1 standards in the area. In-
stead, the lot size would be some-
where between the requirements for
both municipalities.

“The R-1 zone requires lots of 40,000
square feet and the average size of the
lots under Plan A are 28,000 square
feet,” Mr. Tobia said.

“We don’t feel that they need to
make transitions between the areas.
It’s not acceptable reason to allow 25
variances. Plan A would cause veg-
etation to disappear,” he said.

Another point of debate was the
addition of the sight triangle which
allows people to see before coming
into an intersection. Traffic expert Ben
Izadmehr who testified for Better View
Homes said that the sight triangle in

Plan A would offer no problems.
Mr. Donald Guauriello, planner for

Better View Homes, said some revi-
sions were made to the plans.

“Plan A gives us greater uniformity
to lot size and overall increases their
value,” Mr. Guauriello said. “We would
have nine lots all of which contain
houses in Scotch Plains.”

Board member Fred Webb said he
had problems with how the houses
were placed.

“Plan A would have people think-
ing they were in Scotch Plains when
they actually would be in Plainfield,”
he said.

Testimony for Plan B will be heard
on February 18.

Township Planning Board
Rejects Better View Proposal

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
• A resident of Forest Road reported

that someone had stolen two bicycles
from a shed located in the rear year. The
incident occurred over the weekend.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
• A resident of Deer Path reported that

some time during the night, someone had
entered his unlocked vehicle which was
parked in the driveway and took a small
amount of change.

• Police and fire personnel responded
to Terrill Middle School on Terrill Road
after receiving a report of a fire in a second
floor locker. The cause of the fire was
unknown and is under investigation.

• Scott M. McAvoy, 19, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
trespassing on the grounds of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on West-
field Road.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
• An attendant at a service station on

Front Street reported receiving a counter-
feit twenty dollar bill.

• A patron of a Park Avenue restau-
rant reported that someone had slashed
four tires on his vehicle while it was
parked in the lot. The incident took place
during the evening hours.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
• A patron at a local night club re-

ported that he was assaulted by an uniden-
tified person, resulting in a head injury.
The victim was treated at Muhlenberg
Hospital. Police are investigating the inci-
dent.

• Donald L. Finklea, 37, of Newton
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated on Route No. 22, ac-
cording to police.

• A patron of a Martine Avenue recre-
ation facility reported that someone had
pried open his car door and damaged the
steering column. The incident occurred
during the afternoon.

Director of Special Services.
A township resident for 40 years,

Mr. Syvertsen has served three terms
on the school board, having first been
elected in 1989. The retired railroad
company executive represents the
school board to the Union County
Educational Services Commission and
also to the Union County School
Boards Association.

Mr. Meade, who has lived in
Fanwood since 1992, was first ap-
pointed in the summer of 1994 to com-
plete the term of former school board
member James L. Martin, following
the latter’s resignation. An in-house
attorney for AT&T in Basking Ridge,
Mr. Meade was elected to his first full
term in 1995.

Three Seats
Are Available
On School Bd.

Erratum
In a front page article which ap-

peared in the January 8 edition of The
Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
the Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens
Against Aircraft Noise, Inc. (SP/
FCAAN) were incorrectly referred to
as being in support of the 260-degree
departure procedure being proposed
by the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey/Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA).

It is actually a separate group which
goes by the name the Original Scotch
Plains/Fanwood Citizens Against
Aircraft Noise which supports this
procedure, and not the SP/FCAAN,
which has unanimously rejected the
proposal.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17
• Police reported that a customer paid

for $5 worth of gasoline with a counterfeit
$10 bill at a Martine Avenue service sta-
tion, then left the scene.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
• William Praesel, 18, of Westfield and

Jimmy Boutsikakis, 18, of Garwood were
each charged with possession of an alco-
holic beverage under the legal age follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop, according to
police. Both suspects were released on
their own recognizance.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
• A Mary Lane resident reported that

someone removed the fog lights from her
vehicle while it was parked in front of her
house.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21

• A Martine Avenue resident reported
that the radio was stolen from his car while
it was parked in front of his house.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
• Charles Gray, 41, of Plainfield was

arrested and charged with shoplifting gro-
ceries and a day planner at a South Avenue
supermarket, according to police, who
said Gray was additionally charged with
possession of suspected cocaine. Bail was
set at $500.

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
• Lazarus Edwards, 52, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue, according to
police. He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

from cancer in 1995 at 42. He was a
United States Attorney prior to being
named Prosecutor by former Gover-
nor James J. Florio.

Mr. Mingo is employed as a data
processing manager with NYNEX in
New York City. A former aide to state
Assemblyman Jerry Green, he served
on the Plainfield Area Youth Develop-
ment Tennis Association board, the
Plainfield Economic Development
Council, the city Planning Board and
the Plainfield Adult Education School
Board.

“It is an honor to have this oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Union
County,” said Mr. Mingo.

“We have an extraordinary team in
place and I can’t wait to get involved.
This Freeholder board has done a
great deal of important work and I
hope to contribute to this growing
tradition of excellence,” he added.

Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan, board
Chairman this year, said the new Free-
holders “share our commitment to
providing Union County with the best
possible government.

“I’m excited about them coming on
board and look forward to welcoming
them,” he stated.

In commenting on the selection of
the two new Freeholders, Ms.
DeFilippo stated that she was, “thrilled
that our party has Lou and Mary on
board.

“Union County Democrats are
proud of the quality candidates we
have and these two outstanding indi-
viduals are no exceptions,” she con-
tinued.

“Both stress teamwork and have
exceptional sensitivity to taxpayers.
I’m sure they will make outstanding
Freeholders and serve the residents
of Union County very well,” Ms.
DeFilippo added.

Ms. Cohen will assume her new
post following a noon ceremony in
Elizabeth on Sunday, February 8. She
was elected to the board in 1995.

Mrs. Ruotolo, Mr. Mingo
To Join Freeholder Board
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national and La Guardia.
As a result of a Congressionally-

mandated environmental study which
cost some $6.5 million, the FAA de-
veloped the Solberg Mitigation Pro-
posal. Under Solberg, flights from
Newark Airport are supposed to pro-
ceed south of the airport for 9.5 miles
before making a westerly turn toward
the Solberg Navigational Aid in
Hunterdon County.

The plan was seen as providing
relief for some 18,000 residents, mostly
in the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
area. The FAA implemented Solberg
in April of 1996 but discontinued the
plan the following month, citing “op-
erational difficulties,” according to
NJCAAN officials.

In addition to the 260-degree pro-
cedure, the FAA announced on
December 29 that a complete rede-
sign of the region’s air routes is
needed to address jet noise and

passenger delays.
According to Jerome Feder of

Westfield, the Chairman of the Union
County Air Traffic Noise Advisory
Board, the Union County League of
Municipalities has passed a resolu-
tion which indicates that litigation
may be the next step unless the
FAA implements the original
Solberg Plan.

The advisory board has accused
flight controllers of using “shortcuts”
by improperly implementing Solberg
prescribed routes in an effort to save
fuel for the airlines.

The noise advisory board has said
the existing 220-degree heading has
flights passing over industrialized
areas and the Arthur Kill waterway
while gaining altitude. They claim the
260-degree flight path puts these air-
planes over residential areas at much
lower altitudes, thus increasing air
traffic noise.
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New Flight Path is Topic
 For Upcoming Meetings

Council Hires Firm to Improve
Four Sewer Pumping Stations

Sewerage Authority to $2,000 from
$600.

The Chairman’s salary will go up to
$3,000 from $1,000. Mayor Joan Papen
represents the township on the Author-
ity.

Councilwoman Irene T. Schmidt an-
nounced Tuesday that the John Shippen
Memorial Golf Foundation won a $3,000
grant from the Bing Crosby National Ce-
lebrity Golf Tournament. The charitable
tournament focuses on drug education and
drug abuse prevention.

The Shippen Foundation sponsors a
Youth Golf Program at Scotch Hills and
college scholarships for minority candi-
dates.

The Bing Crosby tournament was
started in 1942 by the late singer to help
pay the bills for needy touring golf profes-
sionals.

In other business, Mayor Papen offi-
cially rejected a move to appraise a 9,500-
square-foot piece of property at the Town-
ship Hall complex along Park Avenue that
could lead to sale of the property for
commercial development.

However, in a 4-1 council vote, the bid
passed.

The recommendation to develop the prop-
erty came out of a study by the Downtown
Development Committee to commercially
revitalize the business district.

Mayor Papen has said she is unwilling
to “change the character” of the downtown
by developing the property. Councilman
Robert E. Johnston has stressed in the past
that finding out the property’s value does
not necessarily mean it is for sale.

In a separate matter, the township unani-
mously voted to support a regional trans-
portation study organized by Congress-
man Bob Franks that proposes a “one seat
ride” from the region to New York City.
Presently, travelers must change trains in
Newark.

Deputy Mayor William F. McClintock,
Jr., said the study considers the possibil-
ity of a new tunnel under the Hudson
River for electrically-powered trains. Park-
ing for commuters from towns without
rail stations – such as Scotch Plains — will
also be addressed, he said.
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Kenneth Anderson, Chairman of the
council’s Technology Advisory Commit-
tee, said the results of a resident survey
about cable television are in. He noted for
the council’s benefit that 241 respondents
out of 639 said they watched the televised
township council meetings. The
township’s total population is about
22,000.

Mayor Papen said that after three years
of study, the township would be prepared
to move “shortly” on decisions about
cable providers.

“We want to know what our residents
want out there on their cable T.V.,”she
said.

In special recognition of the Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, Treasurer
Harold C. “Buddy” Hill, Jr., was singled
out for honors by the Township Council
for his 40 years of volunteer service.

“Forty years is a long time, that’s for
sure, but I wouldn’t be standing here if it
wasn’t for the people before me,” Mr. Hill
modestly acknowledged.

Mr. Hill’s father, former township Chief
of Police Harold C. Hill, Sr., started the
squad in 1937. The younger Mr. Hill is
credited with answering an impressive
10,509 calls for help during his 40 years of
service.

The current President of the squad, Dan
Sullivan, follows with 8,346 calls over 28
years of service. Squad records show that
40 percent of the township’s emergency
calls are overnight, between the hours of
6 p.m. and 6 a.m.

The council noted that DECA students
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School will again sit in with the council
during this coming Tuesday’s meeting,
and the next, as part of a “Youth in
Government” program.

Mayor Papen said, “We certainly en-
joy having them join us.”

This is the 26th year of the program.
DECA is a student business and market-
ing group.

Council Liaison to the Cultural Arts
Committee, Martin Marks, said the com-
mittee is looking for new members to help
plan the series of summer concerts on the
Village Green.

Shippen Foundation Recipient
Of Grant From Celebrity Tourney

The John Shippen Memorial Golf
Foundation, Inc., has received a $3,000
grant from The Crosby National Ce-
lebrity Golf Tournament as the result
of Rose Harper-Elder’s designation of
her tournament prize money.

Mrs. Elder first became interested in
the John Shippen Memorial Founda-
tion when Lee Elder conducted a mi-
nority youth golf clinic at Scotch Hills
in 1991.

The Shippen Memorial Foundation
is a non-profit organization which was
established in 1991 to commemorate
the historical significance of the former
Shady Rest Golf and Country Club in
Scotch Plains (now Scotch Hills) and
its golf professional, John Shippen,
the first American born golf profes-
sional. He is also the first African-
American to play in the U.S. Open.

The foundation has presented an-
nual college scholarships to qualified
area minority high school students

and has established a Youth Golf Pro-
gram.

The Shippen Foundation raises
money through donations and an
annual golf tournament, will be held
this year on Saturday, June 27, at
Scotch Hills.

For information regarding the up-
coming tournament, please call the
Scotch Plains Recreation Office at
(908) 322-6700.

The Crosby, now played in North
Carolina, is considered a premiere
charitable celebrity golfing event in
the country which began at Rancho
Santa Fe, California, in 1942 as a
friendly gesture by Bing Crosby to aid
financially beleaguered touring pros.

Now a charitable tournament with
amateur golfers, the tournament fo-
cuses its charitable efforts on drug
education and abuse prevention. In
11 years, The Crosby has raised over
$13 million.
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