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A JOB WELL DONE...Teachers from School One of Scotch Plains were
awarded New Jersey Statewide Systemic Initiative Certificates for complet-
ing a six-credit professional development program at Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s Florham-Madison Campus. The program, funded by a $10
million grant from the National Science Foundation, is designed to aid in the
implementation of science, math and computer education reform plans in
school districts. Dr. Peter Falley, Acting Provost on the campus, far left, and
Carl Viola, FDU’s Executive Vice President, far right, awarded certificates
of completion to teachers, from left to right, Carol Fulmer, Charity Helbing
and Suzanne Lannin.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS...Second graders in Diane DiBella’s class at McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains recently celebrated the season with their
holiday party. The children sang Kwanzaa songs, made Santa magnets, played
the dreidel game and heard a story about the nativity. Pictured here is room
mother Candace Bello reading “The Christmas Story” to the class.

Nominations Due Feb. 27
For Philhower Fellowship

Dr. Michael Hart, President of the
Westfield Rotary Club, has an-
nounced that Friday, February 27, is
the deadline for nominations for the
sixth annual Charles Philhower Fel-
lowship award.

The award will be presented to a
Westfield elementary teacher on Tues-
day, April 21. Letters of nomination
are invited from interested citizens
and Westfield public schools staff
members and should be addressed to:
Dr. Michael Hart, President, Charles
Philhower Fellowship Committee of
the Westfield Rotary Club, 553 High-
land Avenue, Westfield.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pur-
suit of professional growth. The
teacher must be a full-time faculty
member in Westfield for a minimum
of five years.

The Fellowship awardee is hon-
ored at a Rotary luncheon and re-
ceives a fellowship grant to further
professional growth or to enhance
classroom activities for students.

The award was instituted six years
ago by the Rotary Club to recognize
the importance of teaching in the
elementary grades and to honor
former Westfield Rotarian and
School Superintendent Charles
Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,

was Supervising Principal (a posi-
tion now known as the Superinten-
dent) of Westfield public schools for
30 years — from 1917 to 1947 — and
was President of the Westfield Rotary
Club in 1929 to 1930. As Rotary
President, he instituted the club’s
annual scholarship awards to gradu-
ating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include two Rotarians,
two elementary school principals and
the immediate past Philhower fel-
low, Claudia Andreski, fourth grade
teacher at Jefferson Elementary
School.

The award winner in 1996 was
McKinley fourth grade teacher Bette
Tuthill. Carol Joyce, Washington
Elementary School first grade
teacher, was named the 1995
Philhower Fellowship recipient.
Carol A. Mastroianni, Franklin
School first grade teacher, received
the award in 1994.

The 1993 awardee was Susan
Feldman Glick, Tamaques School
special education teacher.

In commenting on the award, Dr.
hart echoed the sentiments of fellow
Rotarians when he said, “We believe
the Philhower Fellowship is a fitting
memorial to an educator who gave so
much to the children of Westfield
and to education in general.”

School Superintendent Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley added, “We are grateful
for the recognition the Rotary con-
tinues to give the teaching profes-
sion. Our elementary teachers lay the
foundation of learning for Westfield
students by supporting, inspiring and
instructing them during those im-
portant first steps in formalized edu-
cation.

Youth and Family Counseling
Marks 80th Anniversary

The Youth an Family Counseling
Service (YFCS), based in Westfield,
has completed 80 years of service to
communities in western Union
County.

YFCS was established in 1918 as
the Mission of Help, an Episcopalian
agency serving the poor and needy.

In 1921 it became Youth Consulta-
tion Service, becoming more family
oriented. In 1961, after many years of
existing as a part-time agency with a
rented office in different towns, the
agency broke with its church spon-
sorship, became private, non-profit
and non-sectarian and changed its
name to Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service.

It entered into several United Ways
and limited its service to eight towns
so that it could more fully meet the
needs of residents of Berkeley

Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, Rahway, Scotch Plains
and Westfield.

Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice, now situated in a 75-year-old
house at 233 Prospect Street, coun-
sels individuals from 3-years-old to
senior citizens. Counselors see chil-
dren who present behavior or adjust-
ment problems at home or school.

They counsel teenagers and young
adults who experience poor self-im-
age, have difficulty with parental re-
lationships, school and other authori-
ties, as well as problems with drink-
ing and/or drugs, sexual confusions
and feelings of anxiety and depres-
sion.

They also counsel adults of all ages
who have problems such as troubled
relationships, addictive disorders,
alienation and adjustments to the
stresses of divorce or separation. In
addition, help is offered to couples
experiencing marital problems, con-
flicts, domestic violence, etc. and to
seniors trying to deal with loss of
independence and behavioral
stresses.

Counselors meet with clients indi-
vidually or as couples or families and
often meet with younger people in
group sessions. The staff includes
Milton Faith, Executive Director; a
consulting psychiatrist, psychologist,
and clinical social workers.

The agency’s mission is to relieve
suffering and promote mental health
through counseling. Because of its
non-profit status and the support it
receives from individuals and United
Ways, the agency is able to offer
counseling based on a sliding scale
fee structure.

It encourages those in need of help
to contact the agency regardless of
financial circumstances. Youth and
Family Counseling Service is open
for appointments Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Monday
through Thursday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Winter Art Exhibition
To Debut on Feb. 9
The winter exhibit ion of

mixed media art by the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Asso-
ciation will open on Monday,
February 9, in the downstairs
gallery of the Scotch Plains
Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue. It will continue through
Saturday, February 14.

The public is invited to view the
works during library hours. A re-
ception will be held on February
14 from 1 to 2 p.m., at which time
visitors will have an opportunity
to meet the artists. Awards will be
presented at 1:30 p.m.

Judging the show this year is
Geralyn Mohr, who teaches art at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

For more information, please
call the Show Chairwoman, Mary
Hovanec, at (908) 232-5283.

Town Schools Second
Faculty Recital Set
For February 10

The Second Annual Faculty Re-
cital of the Westfield public schools
will be held on Tuesday, February
10, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
High School auditorium.

This year’s event will also include
a faculty art exhibit which will show-
case watercolors, paintings, pottery,
underwater photography, and more.
The recital pieces range from solos
to ensembles, including the brass
ensemble, vocal ensemble, string trio
and several duets.

The event is open to the public and
is free of charge.

Westfield High School
PTO to Meet on Feb. 4

The next meeting of the West-
field High School Parent-Teacher
Organization will be Wednes-
day, February 4, at 7:45 p.m. in
Cafeteria B.

Results of the Parent/Student
Survey will be discussed.

MIT Cites WHS Teacher
For Influence on Students

Kathleen Dix

The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) has recognized
Kathleen Dix, a mathematics
teacher at Westfield High School
(WHS), for positively influencing
the academic development of stu-

dents she has taught.
Identified by a former WHS stu-

dent of math now attending MIT,
Ms. Dix was awarded a letter of
recognition by the university that
acknowledges the significance of her
role in developing intellectual curi-
osity and scholarship in her stu-
dents.

The Director of Admissions at MIT
expressed the appreciation of the
university community to Ms. Dix,
praising her for her “time, patience,
expertise, love, discipline and all the
other qualities which have had such
an important impact on (her) stu-
dents.”

Echoing the congratulations de-
livered from MIT, WHS Principal
Dr. Robert Petix said, “Kathy Dix
has influenced so many students in
her career as a math teacher. It is
most fitting that she is receiving this
recognition from a former student
now attending a university so well-
known for its math program.”


