
Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Leader
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Fri-
day prior to publication. The Leader’s
e-mail address is press@goleader.com.
The fax number is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or faxed
materials.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no more
than 500 words in length, and include
a daytime telephone number where
the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage sub-
mission of stories as early as possible
prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may be delayed due to space
considerations. All submittals are sub-
ject to being cut due to length, edited
for style and clarification at the
discreation of the editor.
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Planning Unit Elects New Officers for 1998;
Marc A. McCabe and Todd Evans Join Board

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just one year after being appointed
as an alternate member by Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim, Martin Robins
was chosen Monday night as the Chair-
man of the Planning Board, replacing
Douglas Schwarz, who is no longer
on the board.

Mr. Schwarz served for the past
five years as the board’s leader.

Mr. Robins was appointed to the
1998 board as a full member by Mayor
Jardim. The nominating committee,
consisting of board members Mark
Boyd, Garry Hall, and Town Engi-

neer Kenneth B. Marsh, chose Mr.
Robins to chair the board.

Mr. Robins has worked in the field
of transportation planning and policy
for almost 25 years. Most recently, he
has been involved in the Access to the
Region’s Core Project, studying and
advocating improvements in rail trans-
portation in the greater Metropolitan
Area.

Newly appointed to the board this
year by Mayor Jardim are Marc A.
McCabe, as a full board member, and
Todd Evans, as an alternate. They
replace Mr. Schwarz and Vic
Trzesniowski, respectively.

Mr. McCabe ran unsuccessfully
against Gregory S. McDermott for
the First Ward seat on the Town Coun-
cil last year. Mr. Evans serves on the
Historic Preservation Commission.

Last year’s Vice Chairman, Robert
L. Newell, was re-appointed this year
as an alternate member.

Mr. Robbins and the new Vice Chair-
man, Mr. Hall, have a busy year ahead
of them. The first item on the agenda:
finishing up old business — over the
next few months, the board will com-
plete the Master Plan update for West-
field which was begun in 1997.

State law requires that towns up-

date their master plans every six years.
This process involves a review of a
variety of topics, ranging from com-
munity facilities, the central business
district, residential zoning, and traffic
and circulation.

The board is expecting an evalua-
tion of the Master Plan from the town’s
professional planner, Blaise
Brancheau, by the end of the month.

At the next board meeting, to be
held Monday, February 2, the Plan-
ning Board will focus on the Cross
Acceptance Process, in which the
state, Union County and town master
plans are coordinated.

ON EXHIBIT...Roselle artist Michael Sileo stands next to one of his southwest-
ern Native American-themed acrylic paintings, which will be on exhibit for two
weeks at The Westfield Art Gallery beginning this Sunday, January 18. Please
see a story on Page 16.

All Westfield public schools
and offices will be closed this
Monday, January 19, in obser-
vance of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthdate.

Dr. King, who is remembered
as a civil rights leader, minister
and winner of the 1964 Nobel
Peace Prize, was born in Atlanta
on January 15, 1929 and was
assassinated April 4, 1968.

Traditionally, the Westfield
public schools commemorate Dr.
King through various programs
within each school.

Schools Closed Monday
For Dr. King Day

Mr. Mannino Retains
Zoning Chairmanship
As Board Organizes

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The January 12 meeting of
Westfield’s Board of Adjustment saw
Lawrence J. Mannino re-named
Chairman for 1998 as the board or-
ganized Monday night for the new
year.

Mr. Mannino’s former colleagues,
Thomas C. Phelan and G. Graden
Curtis, were replaced by William
Heinbackel, a new appointee, and
Glenn deBrueys, who served as the
alternate member last year. Zoning
board members are appointed by the
Mayor with approval required by the
Town Council.

Local realtor Frank Isoldi was
named alternate for 1998.

Other board members include
Doris M. Molowa, Vincent Wilt,
Henry Kelly, Dave Haas, Bill
Palatucci and Jerry O’Neil. Robert
W. Cockren serves as board attorney.

During business conducted by the

board, a request from Thomas Lin-
coln Mercury, owned by Rosanne G.
Potter, to erect a free-standing sign
on the property at 369 South Avenue
East was postponed until the board’s
February 11 meeting.

In another matter, Clorinda
Megaro received permission to erect
an addition to the second story of her
home at 342 First Street, which will
enable her to convert the structure
from a single-family home to a two-
family residence. The house stands
in a two-family zone.

Ms. Megaro plans to expand two
bedrooms on the second floor, “push-
ing out the rooms to be flush with the
addition on the first floor.”

The effect, she said, “is to build a
box on top of a box.”

Mr. Mannino observed that two-
family structures are “characteristic
of the neighborhood,” while board
member Vincent Wilt said the plan
to build up “looks cleaner” than some
of the “off-to-the-side” structures
added to other homes in the area.

Ms. Megaro’s appeal was accepted
by the board as presented.

In another case, an appeal from
Barbara and Richard Wilson of 604
Shackamaxon Drive to erect a one-
story, angled addition to the rear of
their home was carried over to the
February meeting.

While the local ordinance requires
a minimum street sideyard of 20 feet,
the Wilson’s application proposed a
five-foot side yard. Their property
sits at the corner of Shackamaxon
and Rahway Road.

Architect Maria DeCosma ex-
plained there were numerous “exter-
nal and internal considerations” in
designing the plans for the Wilson’s
family/breakfast room. These include
the lot’s proximity to “high traffic”
Rahway Avenue and the Wilson’s
desire to be able to observe their
children in the backyard from the
interior of the house.

“We designed the addition as sen-
sitive and accepting to the non-con-
sistent lot as best we can,” Ms.
DeCosma said. “It’s of modest pro-
portion, with a sloped roof and an
open plan so the rooms flow.”

The shared concerns expressed by
the board included the angle of the
addition and the five-foot sideyard.
These caused Mr. Mannino to ask
Ms. DeCosma “to make some
changes” in the design, which might

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NEW ELEVATOR ALSO TO BE UNVEILED

Pedestrian Tunnel,
Platforms to Open
At Railroad Station
About 1,400 Raritan Valley Line

riders who use the Westfield railroad
station will soon find it easier to
board NJ Transit trains when a sec-
tion of the new high-level platforms
is opened next week.

The easterly half of the 625-foot
long, high-level platforms, on both
the inbound and outbound sides, is
scheduled to open next week. This
will allow passengers to get on and
off trains without having to climb up
and down stairs, enabling trains to
handle a larger passenger volume
faster.

The two new platforms are shielded
by canopies to protect passengers
from inclement weather; a new pe-
destrian tunnel — with an elevator
on each side — also will open next
week, bringing the station into com-
pliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, according to NJ
Transit spokesman Steve Coleman,
by providing easy access to wheel-
chair riders.

The existing pedestrian tunnel will
be closed permanently once the new
underground passageway opens.

The new high-level platforms are
part of a $6.1 million station reha-
bilitation project that began in De-
cember of 1996. In addition to the
high-level platforms and the pedes-

trian tunnel, the project includes
upgrades to the station building, in-
cluding renovations to the restrooms,
the expansion of doorways and the
creation of a low-level writing sur-
face near the ticket window.

Work will begin the week of Janu-
ary 19 on the remaining half of high-
level platforms at the westerly half of
the station and on the station build-
ing renovations.

During this work, the doorways
leading from the station building to
the inbound platform will be closed.
Passengers can use the front entrance
to access the waiting room and ticket
area.

During this phase of construction,
passengers approaching the station
from the western end will have to
pass by the construction area to ac-
cess the new high-level platform
boarding areas, the spokesman ex-
plained. The entire project is sched-
uled for completion in April.

In the spring, 18 photographic tile
murals depicting the history of West-
field will be installed in the new
pedestrian tunnel. The murals, which
will focus primarily on the late 19th
and 20th centuries, are being de-
signed by Westfield native Stacey

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Superintendent Releases Drafts
Of School District’s Strategic Plan

By RUSSELL R. WATKINS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William J. Foley, re-
leased drafts of new school district
strategies and beliefs developed by
the Board of Education’s Strategic
Planning Council, at the board’s
Tuesday night meeting.

The council, composed of 36 vol-
unteers including students, teachers,
parents and other business and com-
munity members, developed the goals
and strategies at a weekend retreat in
early December. The documents were
drafted following reports by the State
of the Community and State of the
Schools committees.

Board of Education Long Range
Planning Chairwoman Annmarie
Puleio, who served on the Strategic
Planning Council, reminded the
board that the planning process was
not complete and issued a call for
more volunteers to serve on seven
new Action Plan Committees.

These new committees, composed
of 8 to 10 volunteers, will seek prac-
tical ways to implement the goals
and strategies developed by the Stra-
tegic Planning Council.

They will meet approximately once
a week for about two months and will
report their recommendations to the
Strategic Planning Council which
will then harmonize the committee’s
recommendations with the council’s
goals.

Superintendent Foley will then
submit the entire package for the
board’s approval. Interested persons
can obtain a sign-up sheet at any

Westfield public school, the West-
field Memorial Library, or the Board
of Education Building.

A copy of the Strategic Planning
Council’s goals and strategies for the
district is available at Westfield’s
worldwide website:
www.westfieldnj.com.

Dr. Foley noted that the new Ac-
tion Plan Committees will “put flesh
on the skeleton” of the Strategic Plan-
ning Council’s proposals by address-
ing the “nuts and bolts” of various
issues.

He also expressed his hope that the
Westfield web site would encourage,
“an electronic community dialogue”
on this and other issues.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a modified resolution rescind-
ing the board’s April 23, 1997 action
which gave the nod for construction
of an Interactive Television (ITV)
Classroom/Computer Lab at West-
field High School.

The resolution also canceled agree-
ments with Bell Atlantic New Jersey
and Tele-Measurements, Inc. for in-
stallation of equipment to support an
ITV lab at Westfield High School.

Dr. Foley said he was, “not pre-
pared at this time, because of ex-
pense, to recommend an ITV studio
at Westfield High School.”

The resolution did authorize Dr.
Foley to negotiate an agreement with
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission (UCESC) to share
the use of their ITV Classroom/Com-
puter Lab at Westlake School.

The board also heard a report from
Westfield High School Principal Dr.

Robert Petix on his recent trip to
Japan as part of the Fulbright Memo-
rial Fund Teacher Program. The fund
seeks to create understanding be-
tween Japanese and American edu-
cators.

Dr. Petix was one of 200 American
school officials who went to Japan.
Dr. Petix’s particular group went to
Takamatsu City. He explained that
understanding Japanese culture was
an important prerequisite to under-
standing the Japanese educational
system.

He noted that the Japanese em-
phasis on community, conformity and
consensus produced high caliber, re-
spectful students. However, Dr. Petix
ultimately concluded that Japanese
schools, “are not a model for Ameri-
cans to emulate,” given America’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mrs. Nixon’s Removal
From Rec. Commission
Draws Ire of Mr. Carr

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council’s de-
cision not to reappoint Melba Nixon,
long active in the Westfield commu-
nity, to the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission did not sit well with former
Councilman Donnell Carr.

Originally appointed by former
Republican Mayor Allen Chin in
1982, Mrs. Nixon, a Democrat, was
re-appointed for three-year terms up
until this year. Mrs. Nixon also served
many years on the town’s school

board and is active with the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library.

Also not re-appointed this year was
Daniel M. Schwebel, who had served
since 1988. Mr. Schwebel was ap-
pointed as an alternate that year and
as a full member the following year.

Mr. Carr, in addressing the council
Tuesday night, said he was “surprised
and disappointed” to read through a
newspaper report that Mrs. Nixon
was not re-appointed to the commis-
sion.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, after
going through the defeat of his candi-
date for Municipal Judge, Jeffrey
Gechtman, by the Republican major-
ity just last month, said he did not
want to put forward names which he
felt would be rejected by the Repub-
licans.

Republicans have a 6-3 majority
on the council this year.

Although noting he could have put
Mrs. Nixon in place of Maureen
Regan, who was named as an alter-
nate, Mayor Jardim said he origi-
nally wanted to appoint Ms. Regan
to the commission last year.

Republican Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. said Mrs.
Nixon’s name was not on any list of
proposed appointments submitted by
Mayor Jardim. Recreation Commis-
sion appointments require council
consent.

Noting Mrs. Nixon’s “invaluable
and vital presence” in the town, Mr.
Carr said she has been “chiefly re-
sponsible for transforming the im-
age that many had of the Recreation
Commission from one of ugliness to
one far more pleasant to accept.

“Who in this town has more pas-
sionately spoken for the handicapped,
the aged and the lower income citi-
zens than Melba?” asked Mr. Carr,
observing that Mrs. Nixon has also
been the voice for the “underprivi-
leged and under-served.”

The former councilman asked the
governing body to consider, in the
future, the impact appointments have
on the community.

“Do not hurt any one sector for the
purpose of satisfying the quota of a
political party,” he told the council.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Weinstein, a current member of the
Recreation Commission, who nar-
rowly defeated Mr. Carr in the No-
vember election, promised to “fol-
low in the footsteps” of Mrs. Nixon

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

FINAL TOUCHES...Construction workers prepare to hang a sign to indicate
the directio of the new elevator and pedestrian tunnel at the Westfield
railroad station.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

READY FOR COMMUTERS...The new pedestrian tunnel at the Westfield
railroad station will be open to town residents this week. The tunnell is on the
far left side of the statio. The old tunnell will be permanently shut down.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
• Daniel Babcock, 27, of Piscataway

was charged with burglary and theft in
connection with a robbery which occurred
at a South Avenue, West delicatessen on
October 31, according to police.

The suspect was charged at Westfield
police headquarters, where he was being
held on a warrant out of Andover Town-
ship, authorities said. Bail was set at
$5,000 for the Westfield charge. Andover
had set bail at $750.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
• The owner of a Westfield Avenue

business reported that someone drove an
automobile across the front lawn of the
establishment, damaging shrubbery and
a lamppost, according to police.

• A representative of a decorating store
on South Avenue, West reported that
someone bounced a check at the com-
pany.

• Anthony Ball, 41, of East Orange
and John Roane, 36, of Cranford were
charged with possession of heroin and
cocaine at Cacciola Place, according to
police. Ball was held on $2,000 bail,
while Roane was held on $1,000 bail,
authorities said.

• A male, 15-year-old Westfield youth
and a male, 16-year-old Plainfield youth

were charged in connection with the theft
of a video game and several cartridges.
The incident took place in the 300 block
of South Avenue, East in December.

The Westfield youth was charged with
burglary and theft, while the Plainfield
teenager was charged with possession
of stolen property, according to police.
They were released to their parents’
custody.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
• Kevin Monroe, 39, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with possession of
heroin and less than 50 grams of mari-
juana at the Westfield train station, ac-
cording to police. The suspect was re-
leased on $1,250 bond.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
• Rose Perez, 23, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with shoplifting for
allegedly attempting to steal a bottle of
wine from an South Avenue, East liquor
store, according to police. She was re-
leased on $260 bail.

MONDAY, JANUARY 12
• Paul Wojtowicz, 40, of Rahway was

charged with theft by deception, accord-
ing to police. The suspect allegedly ac-
cepted money to install French doors on
a residence in 1996 but never performed
the work, authorities said.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
• One hundred block of Clifton Street

— system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

— unintentional alarm.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7

• Eleven hundred block of Central
Avenue — carbon monoxide detector
activation.

• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts
Mill Road — unintentional alarm.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street — power line down.

• Windsor Avenue and South Av-
enue — hazardous condition investiga-
tion.

• Nine hundred block of Wyandotte
Trail — carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Seven hundred block of Prospect
Street — system malfunction.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue — smoke scare.
• Six hundred block of Stirling Place

— system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Linden Av-

enue — system malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Boulevard

— system malfunction.
• Eight hundred block of Standish

Avenue — smoke scare.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 9

• Thirteen hundred block of Central
Avenue — false call.

• One hundred block of Mountain
Avenue — unintentional alarm.

• Five hundred block of Washington
Street — good intent call.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

— unintentional alarm.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

• Four hundred block of Wychwood
Road — smoke scare.

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue, West — emergency medical call.

• One hundred block of Park Street
— vehicle fire.

AMONG THE REVELERS...Among the thousands of revelers at “First Night,”
Westfield on New Year’s Eve were Westfield “Y,” Executive Director Stan
Kaslusky and his wife, Anne, shown enjoying the talents of mime, Craig
Babcock. Over 50 entertainers of all kinds made for a memorable New Year’s
Eve celebration of the arts and entertainment at Westfield’s successful second
annual “First Night,” a family event for people of all ages and interests. Please
see a story on Page 7.

include moving the addition back
three feet to square it up with the
back of the house.

Mr. Cockren added, “You’re seek-
ing a significant variance, and a vari-
ance on a five-foot sideyard is not
realistic. Given the design, you will
have to give something up.”

Also carried to next month was
Jeffrey Deets and Louis Garcia’s re-
quest to erect a temporary, wooden
storage shed on the commercial prop-
erty at 196 Ross Place (a.k.a. 201
South Avenue).

Mr. Deets said he intends to use
the storage for tires, parts and equip-
ment in an effort “to clean up the
yard” in front of his establishment,
Jeff’s Car & Truck Repairs.

Mr. Mannino expressed concern
about the temporary nature of the
pre-fabricated shed, and the “barn
door” that might be opened if like
businesses in Westfield sought simi-
lar constructions on their properties.

Mr. Cockren asked Mr. Deets if he
had considered making a permanent
addition to the existing structure in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lawrence Mannino Retains
Chairmanship of Board

lieu of the pre-fabricated structure.
Mr. Deets said he did not believe

there was enough room on the prop-
erty for a permanent addition.

“If you can erect a 10-foot-by-20-
foot temporary structure,” replied Mr.
Cockren, “you could erect a perma-
nent one of the same size.”

Mr. O’Neil pointed out that Ross
Place is one of only two or three
streets in Westfield that offers a 100-
foot right-of-way, making it “highly
unlikely” that the street would ever
need to be widened.

“In this particular case,” he said,
“a permanent addition would work
out well.”

Not ready to dismiss completely
the idea of a temporary shed, Mr.
Wilt suggested Mr. Deets supply the
board with a better picture of the
proposed storage shed.

In addressing Mr. Mannino’s con-
cerns about the aesthetics of the struc-
ture, he said, “It might not be as ugly
as you think.”

Mr. Deets plans to return to the
board with additional information.

Parley, who now lives in Garrison,
New York.

NJ Transit held a customer forum
this week to answer questions about
the ongoing project. The project is
one of the improvements included in
Transportation Commissioner and NJ
Transit Board Chairman John J.
Haley Jr.’s declaration that 1998 is
“the year of the Raritan Valley Line,”
during which he has committed to
upgrade service and facilities along
the line.

A report issued by the Westfield
Raritan Valley Commuter Line Com-
mission, a group created by West-
field Mayor Thomas C. Jardim in
1997, listed a number of objectives
they would like to see made by NJ
Transit to improve train service for
the estimated 7,500 daily riders on
the line. Westfield, with 1,400 riders,
is the largest station on the train line,
which covers three counties.

Tunnel, Train Platforms
To Open at Town Station

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cultural emphasis on individual
creativity.

In other business, the Board of
Education noted that three seats
will be open for the next board
election on Tuesday, April 21.

Those wishing to be a candidate
may obtain a petition at the Board
of Education offices, 302 Elm
Street, and must return it by 4 p.m.
on Monday, March 2.

Stragetic Plan Drafts
Released by Dr. foley

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Forum to Discuss Improving
Teaching of State’s History

Do you care about New Jersey’s
history — its historic sites and muse-
ums, scholarship, collections and
resources, and how our state’s his-
tory is taught in schools?

A regional public meeting on Sat-
urday, January 17, will provide the
opportunity for county residents to
learn about the recommendations pro-
posed by the Task Force on New
Jersey History.

The forum, which is free, will take
place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company in
Union. The program is being spon-
sored by the  Advocates for New
Jersey History, the statewide history
advocacy group, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, Department of
Economic Development.

Governor Christine Todd Whitman
and the state legislature established
the Task Force on New Jersey History
to study how history services are
provided to the public and recom-
mend improvements. After 18 months
of work, the Task Force presented its
four-volume report to the Governor
and the legislature last June.

“The members of the task force
worked diligently to complete their
enormous task,” stated Daniel P.
Sullivan, the new Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

“The Board of Chosen Freeholders
urges members of preservation com-
missions, historical societies, gov-
ernment history agencies, historical
museum staff and volunteers, history
teachers, genealogists, librarians,

archivists, parents, students and all
interested residents to take advan-
tage of this special opportunity to
discuss the task force report,” he
added.

The report contains 36 recommen-
dations for improving the field of
New Jersey history including increas-
ing funds for preserving structures
and collections; providing better
management and interpretation of
historic sites; requiring New Jersey
history training for teachers and sup-
porting teachers with a broad variety
of curriculum materials; increasing
support for scholarship and publica-
tion, and providing additional grant
assistance for historical organizations
and museums.

At the forum, representatives of
the task force and the advocates will
discuss these recommendations and
plans for implementing them.

In addition, staff from the Union
County Division of Policy and Plan-
ning will describe how the History
Task Force recommendations can
impact the cross-acceptance process
that is currently underway prior to
the re-adoption of the New Jersey
State Master Plan.

Additional forums are being held
around the state during January and
February. To register for the January
17 event and for directions or infor-
mation about other dates and sites,
please call (908) 558-2550. Hearing-
impaired persons should call (800)
852-7899. In the event of a snow
postponement, the forum will take
place on Saturday, January 31, at the
Plainfield Public Library, Park Av-
enue at West 8th Street.

David L. Osborn Inducted
To Honor Society Chapter

David L. Osborn, the son of Peter
and Claudia Osborn of Westfield and
a graduate of Westfield High School,
has been inducted into Alfred State
College’s Alpha Sigma Mu Chapter
of Phi Theta Kappa.

David, who is majoring in me-
chanical engineering technology/in-
ternal combustion engines, is also
Vice President of the student chapter
of the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers and on the Dean’s List.

To qualify for Alfred State’s Alpha
Sigma Mu Chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa — the sole international honor
society serving two-year colleges —
students must have earned an index
of 3.5 (based on a scale in which 4.0
equals straight A’s.)

Also, candidates must have accu-
mulated at least 24 credit hours at
Alfred State, must be of good charac-
ter, and must possess recognized
qualities of citizenship, according to

a spokeswoman for the college. The
college is located in Alfred, New
York.

David L. Osborn

by speaking for those members of the
community the now former commis-
sion member was particularly con-
cerned about.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh, council Liaison to the com-
mission, said Mrs. Nixon did a “a
very fine job” on the board.

“I’m very sorry not to see her as
part of this government (in 1998),”
he said, adding he hopes the council
will consider another appointment
for Mrs. Nixon in the future.

Mayor Jardim said he has a “great
deal of respect” for Mrs. Nixon and
that she should have been able to
continue to serve on the commission.

Councilman Walsh, who served
on a bipartisan committee during
last year’s troublesome appointment
process, said it was his understand-
ing that Republicans had a list of
appointments they wanted confirmed,
including those for the Recreation
Commission, with little room for ne-
gotiation.

He said Republicans did not put
any demands on Mayoral appoint-
ments, such as those to the Planning
Board, which do not require council
approval.

In Westfield, the Mayor proposes
appointments to the Recreation Com-
mission, which then go before the
full Town Council for its consent.

Appointed in place of Mrs. Nixon
and Mr. Schwebel were Dr. William
Bonsall and Thomas Cusimano, as
full members, and Ms. Regan as an
alternate.

Seymour Koslowsky was reap-
pointed to the commission and once
again is serving as Chairman. Coun-
cilman Sullivan indicated that Re-
publicans were glad to be able to get
this appointment approved.

Dr. Bonsall, a chiropractor in town,
served as an alternate to the commis-
sion last year. He is active in numer-
ous organizations locally.

Ms. Regan, who Mayor Jardim
said he wanted to appoint last year,
has children in parochial school in
town and is a paralegal at the law
firm of former Democratic Council-
man James Hely.

Mr. Cusimano, who is said to have
been active in the fall campaign for
the Republicans, is active in sports
— running in many of the road races
held throughout the state.

During a pre-conference meeting
before the regular council session,
Mayor Jardim announced that the
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Former Councilman Concerned
Over Mrs. Nixon’s Removal

council would hold a retreat on Sat-
urday, January 24, in he Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.

Mayor Jardim agreed to work with
an agenda prepared by Councilman
Sullivan. Also, a report is being
worked on by Mayor Jardim as a
working piece from recommenda-
tions prepared by the Westfield Ex-
penditure Review Commission, a
group created by the Mayor to pro-
vide input on the town’s budget pro-
cess.

However, Second Ward Council-
man Matthew P. Albano, whose wife,
Michelle, is expecting their third
child any day, and Second Ward
Councilman James J. Gruba, have
indicated they will not be able to
attend.

Mr. Sullivan said he could not
attend the following Saturday, Janu-
ary 31, if the retreat was postponed.
He said the session should not be held
until all nine council members can
attend.

Mayor Jardim has said the goal of
the session is aimed at giving the
council an opportunity to look at
goals and objectives for the new year
as well as long-range planning.

Education Association Offering
Scholarship to ’98 WHS Seniors

The Westfield Education Association (WEA) has announced it will offer a
$1,000 scholarship to a member of the 1998 graduating class of Westfield High
School.

In awarding the scholarship, consideration will be given to: academic achieve-
ment, participation in school activities and a commitment to community service.
Applications are available from the Westfield High School Guidance Office.

Completed applications must be received by the WEA Scholarship Committee
no later than Monday, March 30.

Having fun at “First Night.” Pictured
clockwise are: left, “The Stiltwalker;”
above, children at the arts and craft table
preparing noise makers for the opening
parade, and, below, children enjoying the
giant parachutte toss. “First Night” was
attended by approximately 4,000 people.


