
Page 4  Thursday, January 15, 1998 The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield LeaderThe Westfield LeaderThe Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield Leadereadereadereadereader
Member of the New Jersey Press Association • Member of the National Newspaper Association •

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield and the County of Union
— Established 1890 —

Official Newspaper of the Township of Scotch Plains and the Borough of Fanwood
— Established 1959 —

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

THE TIMESTHE LEADER
P.O. Box 250

50 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J. 07091
(908) 232-4407 • Fax: (908) 232-0473

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

(908) 232-4407 • Fax: (908) 232-0473

David B. Corbin
SPORTS

Joanna B. Marsh
MARKETING DIRECTOR

Suzette F. Stalker
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Gail S. Corbin
GENERAL MANAGER

Paul J. Peyton
MANAGING EDITOR

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
E-mail: press@goleader.com

One-year subscription in county $20
One-year subscription out-of-county $24
One-year college (September to May) $16

THE WESTFIELD LEADER & THE TIMES
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger

Letters to the Editor

Wag the Dog:
A Fetching Tale

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Debbie Geraci
ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE

Improving Roadways and Rail Service
On Agenda at Municipal, County Level

Castle
“Every man’s home is his castle.” This

venerable proverb remains surprisingly
appropriate in today’s world.

The English word castle stems from the
Latin word castellum, “a fortified camp.”
This word, and the fortified stone struc-
ture, were brought to England by the
Norman Conquerors in 1066.

The Normans obviously had a real need
for these old stone forts. They were con-
structed with crenellated walls to provide
protection for archers, and three inch slits
for windows that barred entry while allow-
ing space through which defenders could let
loose their arrows. In the 15th century, as
threats of invasions and uprisings decreased,
castles gave way to unfortified palaces (the
subject of another essay.)

Perhaps the old proverb is accurate
after all. We have not seen any draw
bridges installed lately, but most houses in
the neighborhood are fortified with secu-
rity alarm systems to prevent against
invasions of one kind or another.

It would certainly be nice if each man’s
home was his palace instead of his castle.

3 popcorns
You can fool all of the people some of

the time, and some of the people all of the
time. But you can’t fool all of the people
all of the time — except in the movies, that
is. And the results can be very funny.

A comedy depicting how the American
Government regularly cons its citizens?
At first blush the premise doesn’t seem
very hilarious. But in the case of Wag The
Dog, a paranoid fantasy jauntily woven
by director Barry Levinson (Diner, Tin
Men) and company, the sharp-witted
treachery makes for very clever farce in-
deed. Perhaps by sarcastically announc-
ing that we know exactly how those du-
plicitous powers that be weave their de-
ceits, the sting of helplessness is some-
how lessened.

It is eleven days before the election. A
never shown, incumbent President with a
stupendous economy and an apparently
hyperactive libido does the unthinkable
when a group of Fireflies (girl scouts)
visits the White House. Out of view, the
chief executive spends a little too much
time with one of the scouts. Word spreads.
The opposition is already airing commer-
cials with Maurice Chevalier singing
“Thank Heaven for Little Girls.” The
firefly’s family charges sexual harassment.

In a starkly lighted bunker beneath the
White House that reeks of World War II
espionage films, all the king’s men and
women are in a panic. How to wipe this
smirch from the public consciousness?

The President knows how. Call in

Conrad Brean, spin doctor extraordinaire,
he orders chief assistant Winifred Ames,
a hyperkinetic blabbermouth played just
a bit too ditsy by Anne Heche.

Enters Robert DeNiro as the magician
of public opinion, a jaded, rumpled, bur-
lap bag of a man with a lived-in look. But
appearances can be misleading, and there
is no one more misleading than Conrad
Brean. The bunker crowd follows in awe
as this Pied Piper of political contortion
begins to plot his grand diversion.

Wag The Dog is paced with the happy
conviviality of a Preston Sturges screw-
ball comedy, though making sure to add a
90’s nihilism by skipping the perfunctory
love angle. Mr. Levinson’s modest but
neatly filmed effort (shot in less than a
month for about $15 million) makes a
delicious end run, dashing around the ab-
surd conceits of political correctness with
notable aplomb. And while not a non-stop
cause for guffaws and side-splitting tee-
hees, the script adapted from Larry
Beinhart’s book (“American Hero”) by

"COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY""COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY""COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY""COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY""COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY"

Each new year brings with it a new
beginning. For me, it is the opportunity to
serve the people of Union County as
Chairman of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders. For all of us, it is a chance to build
on past successes and change the things
that, in the past, haven’t worked as well as
we may have hoped.

But before we move ahead into 1998,
it’s important to take a look at where
we’ve been.

In 1997, the first Democratic majority
on your Board of Chosen Freeholders in
five years delivered on its promise to
solve the serious garbage crisis in Union
County. Only a short time ago, the Union
County Utilities Authority came to us
for a $28 million loan to keep the strug-
gling state-imposed resource recovery
facility operating.

Instead of simply throwing money at a
problem, we offered a real solution.

As the result of a lease agreement with
Ogden Martin, which operates the facil-
ity, the cost of disposing of Union
County’s garbage was reduced from $83
to $50 per ton, saving the taxpayers of
Union County $9 million this year. That’s
$9 million staying right here in the pockets
of Union County taxpayers.

Thanks to the team effort led by last
year’s Chairwoman, Linda d. Stender, we
were able to avert a financial catastrophe
which could have amounted to $280 mil-
lion in debt responsibility for Union County
residents. When faced with a crisis we did
not create, we arrived at a solution that not
only would retire the debt, but also reduce
the cost of garbage disposal.

It was good government in action.
There were many other success stories.

After far too many years of taking a back
seat, our Freeholder Board emerged as the
leader in economic development in Union
County. From the creation of the Depart-
ment of Economic Development to our
Transportation Development District,
from our reactivated freight rail line to our
efforts in international trade, we are posi-
tioned to participate in the emerging global
economy, creating jobs and opportunities
for our residents.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves created
the Council of Economic Advisors; Free-
holder Carol I. Cohen initiated the office of
the Patient Advocate, which helps seniors
with health-care issues; Freeholder Nicho-
las P. Scutari developed the “Union County
First” program, giving our own businesses
the chance to work with the county.

In 1997, this Freeholder Board reduced
taxes to Union County residents for the
first time in many years. I pledge to you
that, in 1998, taxes again will be reduced.
Our team believes in efficient and effective
government that meets the needs of the
communities we serve.

Yes, the Democratic majority made 1997
a very good year to be a resident of Union
County. Now, as we look at what’s ahead
in 1998, we have even more reason to be
enthusiastic. Voters voiced their approval
of our work in November at the polls and
on January 4, we welcomed Debbie Scanlon
of Union, Chester Holmes of Rahway and

Alex Mirabella of Roselle Park to the now
all-Democratic Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Our goals for 1998 are simple. We as a
board are dedicating ourselves to making
Union County not only a great place to
work and do business, but also to live and
raise a family. Economic development
initiatives are important, but mean very
little without a high quality of life for our
residents.

As part of our commitment to the
future, I’m proud to announce three major
initiatives from your Freeholder Board.
The first is a program we’re calling Access
2000. By the end of the year 2000, we plan
to equip every public school classroom in
Union County with a computer, Internet
access and state-of-the-art software.

Under this program, county govern-
ment becomes a full partner with local
school districts in preparing our children
for the future. For every computer a school
puts into a classroom, we’ll match it. I am
proposing a capital commitment of $3
million over three years to make this goal
a very useful reality for the 71,000 stu-
dents in our schools.

Another issue we’re addressing is open
space. In Union County, we have half a
million people living in just 100 square
miles. Open space is very precious and
our playgrounds and parks simply do not
meet the needs of our residents

Our County Manager, Michael Lapolla,
will include in his executive budget $1
million for a matching grant program named
Project Pocket Park. Municipalities seek-
ing land for a park or playground will be
eligible for matching grants up to $100,000.
To upgrade an existing playground or
build a new one, matching grants of up to
$25,000 will be available.

Combined with our ongoing replace-
ment of over 20 parks and playgrounds in
Union County, we will be taking a giant
step toward meeting the recreational needs
of our residents.

The third program I am announcing is
entitled Union Arts. Union County is
proud of the talent and activities of our
residents and, in 1997, we elevated the
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs to
a full division in county government. Until
now, all moneys awarded to local artists
or organizations were provided by the
state.

In 1998, we will make $100,000 in
grants available to local artists. Theater
groups, painters, potters, preservation-
ists and others involved in the arts may
obtain grants of up to $5,000. We recog-
nize the value of the arts in Union County
and this program underscores our com-
mitment.

I will share more information with you
as these programs develop and progress.
As you can see, building for the future is
the primary objective today in county
government. I am fortunate and grateful to
my colleagues on the Freeholder Board
who gave me their confidence and the
opportunity to serve as Chairman. I’m
looking forward to an exciting year of
progress and enrichment.

This Hoax Was Started, Ended
By Staff at Old World Telegram

Investors laughed at him. The New
Jersey Legislature rejected him. Newspa-
pers ridiculed him, prompting one editor
to write of his idea, “if the contraption
doesn’t blow up, it will terrify the live-
stock to death.” Nevertheless, Hoboken’s
John Stevens pursued his dream of build-
ing the nation’s first steam locomotive
some 170 years ago, the first step to
building fast and efficient transport through
New Jersey.

They may have laughed, but John
Stevens’ vindication comes every morning
when approximately 100,000 New
Jerseyans squeeze onto NJ Transit trains
and cross the Hudson River during the
morning rush hour. These commuters are
joined by thousands more who climb aboard
AMTRAK or PATH trains from New
Jersey into New York.

Rail service, left for dead a few years ago,
is soaring in popularity. New Jersey Tran-
sit reports that ridership on its lines has
skyrocketed. Thirty-nine percent more rid-
ers are using the Morris and Essex line than
did five years ago, while ridership is up 34
percent and 22 percent, respectively, on the
North Jersey Coast and Raritan Valley
lines. And the New Jersey Transit work-
horse, the Main Line from Trenton to New
York, is up about 10 percent.

Regional planners have long called for
greater reliance on rail to move people
through a region as densely packed as
ours. As more people ride, they move
more efficiently, cheaply and pollute less.
Our lives should, in theory, become more
productive, profitable and peaceful. The
surge in rail use, though, is highlighting a
problem that people have really begun to
talk about.

The problem is that those train loads of
people might well grind to a halt soon. New
Jersey Transit reports that it is running out
of ways to add trains and seats. New
York’s Penn Station has limited space for
trains and the tunnel itself was built long
ago and is near capacity. The last thing we
want people to do is to abandon the rails
for the already crowded roads to the George
Washington Bridge and the Lincoln and
Holland Tunnels.

The non-profit Regional Plan Associa-
tion calls the problem “dire” and says that
the area made up of New Jersey, New York
City, and Southern Connecticut is “a re-
gion at risk.” The most apt metaphor to
describe our problem is that our arteries are
clogged, dangerously so.

Nearly a third of the $44 billion earned
annually in New York City ends up in the
paychecks of our region’s commuters. If
the system of moving those commuters
into and out of New York fails, those
paychecks fail with it.

The Regional Plan Association recom-
mends that we create a “seamless regional
express rail network.” If a mere 25 miles of
new track — 2 percent of the existing track
— is built, seven separate rail systems in
three states will be linked in a 1,250- mile
system. Another regional transportation
effort, Access to the Region’s Core, has
suggested building a new rail tunnel under
the Hudson River that would allow trains
from New Jersey to go to Manhattan’s
Grand Central Station. Think of it as a giant
rail EZ Pass system.

While we are a long way from turning
over the first spade of dirt on any of these
projects, the time for talking should come
to an end and the time for action should
begin. Earlier in this legislative session, I
sponsored Assembly Resolution No. 170,
which identifies improved rail transit as
the single best and most efficient way to
move people through and around New
Jersey and the New Jersey/New York
region.

More important, the resolution calls on
Congress to take the next necessary step:
Phase II of a crucial rail study.

The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, NJ Transit, and Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority of New York paid
for the first phase of the study. We need
Congress to fund Phase II: the Trans-
Hudson/Midtown Corridor/Management
Project Development Initiative. This pro-
posal would enable direct access to New
York City for New Jersey Transit’s Raritan
Valley Line.

NEWS FROM TRENTON
22nd Legislative District

New Jersey Rail Service
For the 21st Century

By Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger

John Stevens’ — and the world’s —
first railroad locomotive “ran” at a stately
pace of 12 miles per hour and went no
further than a 630-foot circular track in
Hoboken. Today, thousands of commut-
ers who inch their way to the Holland and
Lincoln Tunnels and the George Washing-
ton Bridge dream of being able to go as fast
as Stevens’ “Steam Wagon.”

It took Stevens’ sons, Robert and
Edwin, to achieve his dreams, founding
the Camden & Amboy Railroad. Their
persistence changed the face of New Jer-
sey. We must be persistent as well and
bring superior rail service to a reality. The
time has come for all of us to push hard for
direct rail service to New York City for all
New Jersey commuters.

My wife’s great uncle is a mine of
interesting stories, one of which came to
mind when I heard a guy on a TV cable show
getting anyone into paradise for only $50.
The story went something like this:

There used to be a paper in New York
called The World Telegram, which I used
to read every now and then. Two report-
ers on the paper made a bet between
themselves that they could run a hoax that
would bring in a million dollars in six
weeks — that’s like $10 million today.

The reporters brought their idea to the
editor who okayed it if any money they
got in return went straight to an accoun-
tant and into a bank for distribution to
charities that the hoax could name.

Thus “The League for Morality in
Animals” hoax — this meant covering all
the bodily parts of animals — was formed.
For dogs and cats, handkerchiefs were
recommended. Horses and cows could be
covered by bed sheets.

Within a week, this was deemed unnec-
essary because some smart manufacturers
began putting out “Clothes for Animals.”
The paper said they were selling them as
fast as they could be made.

Money flowed into the league’s offices
from all over the country because while
other papers printed the story as a New
York aberration, a lot of their readers took
it very seriously. Pictures in the paper
showed women in the Midwest making
underwear for animals.

All in all, at the end of six weeks, they
had received over $6 million, which was
put into 30 banks who displayed their
belief in animal morality.

At the end of the six weeks, the hoax was
exposed. Every check was sent back to the
donors, and about half a million dollars
were given to children’s charities. As my
wife’s great uncle said, “You may not be
able to fool all of the people all the time, but
you can certainly fool a minority of them.”
It took about a year for the furor over the
“moral animals” to die down; and during
that time, The World Telegram’s circula-
tion went up something like 20 percent. It
was the only hoax I have heard of that was
started and ended by a newspaper.

By Louis H. Clark

New Freeholder Chairman Reflects
On Past Year and Goals for Future

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

One of the major initiatives that will be addressed
at both the local and Union County levels this year will
be that of improving roadways and train service —
both passenger and freight.

In speeches given by officials during last week’s
organizational meetings of our local and county gov-
ernment, the importance of working to enhance rail
service in Union County was highlighted.

Freeholder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan noted last
week that the county created a Transportation Devel-
opment District (TDD) in 1996. The district, which
covers parts of Elizabeth, Linden and Rahway, will be
used to address the demands placed along the Routes
No. 1 and No. 9 corridor associated with a surge in
economic development opportunities, specifically in
the area of Port Elizabeth and Linden Airport.

The TDD will result in a special financing district
and transportation infrastructure plan that will target
investment along the corridor. Private/public partner-
ships will be developed for major infrastructure im-
provements to stimulate economic development.

The New Jersey Turnpike is being expanded to 14
lanes between Woodbridge and Newark, including
the section in Union County.

Meanwhile, Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
noted during his State of the Town Message on
January 6 that the Town Council’s Public Works
Committee will continue to work with town officials
to formulate a comprehensive road improvement
program for the town.

This multi-million dollar project would be accom-
plished through the issuance of a bond once an
existing $6.5 million bond, issued in the 1980s for
construction of the Westfield Memorial Library, is
paid off.

The top infrastructure project in Scotch Plains in
1998 will be the upgrade of the township’s sanitary
sewers at a cost of $1.83 million. Mayor Joan Papen
said in her address on January 1 that maintaining
Scotch Plains’ sewers, roads, etc., is all part of the
township’s ongoing maintenance prevention program.

In Fanwood, Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly also
announced in her New Year’s Day address that
infrastructure, sewer and sidewalk improvements would
be among the top priorities for the borough in 1998.

In terms of rail service, NJ Transit last month
announced that, in response to a report by the West-
field Raritan Valley Line Commission, the agency will

launch a program called Fast Action for Stations and
Trains (F.A.S.T.) to make needed improvements to
enhance customer service on the line.

In a related issue, NJ Transit is moving ahead with
a project to build two new stations which will enable
passengers to connect directly to the monorail system
at Newark International Airport which transports
them directly to the airport terminals.

NJ Transit has issued a $19.2 million contract with
Terminal Construction Corporation of Woodbridge to
build the stations at Conrail’s former Waverly Yards.
One of the stations will serve NJ Transit and Amtrak
trains that stop at the airport, and will be connected to
a new monorail system by a 350-foot elevated con-
course.

To accomplish the project, Adtranz Inc., out of
Pittsburgh, will extend the airport’s two-mile monorail
system another mile across Routes No. 1 and No. 9
to NJ Transit’s Northeast Corridor tracks. NJ Transit
is planning to build a train station on the Raritan Line
near Kean College of New Jersey in Union and
situated within walking distance of Schering Corpo-
ration and Elizabethtown Gas Company on Route No.
82 (Morris Avenue).

A seamless transit route from Plainfield to
Elizabethport, encompassing stations in Fanwood,
Westfield, Garwood and Cranford, are proposed,
with additional stations planned for the Roselle, Roselle
Park and midtown-Elizabeth areas.

The link will utilize the former Central Railroad of
New Jersey tracks from Cranford to Elizabethport.
This project, while relieving traffic congestion between
Plainfield and Elizabeth, will also provide Union County
residents rail access to Newark Airport.

The county also reactivated the Rahway Valley and
Staten Island freight railroad lines, with plans for an
intermodel freight system. The project is seen as a
way to generate business expansion, support busi-
ness retention and attract new businesses to the
county. County officials believe that this project,
combined with the division of Conrail between CSX
and Norfolk Southern, along with the possible expan-
sion of Canadian Pacific’s service area, will open up
national and international business opportunities for
companies operating in Union County.

We believe the above listed projects will make
Union County an even better place to live, start and
expand a business.

‘First Night’ Volunteers, Sponsors
Thanked for Making Event a Success
Thank you to all of the volunteers and

sponsors who helped to make “First
Night,” Westfield ’98 a great success. This
year’s event included over 50 performers
in 24 different venues.

Throughout the entire evening, partici-
pants were entertained by the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra, different ethnic sing-
ing and musical groups, magicians, balloon
artists, the Westfield Jazz Band and many
other different types of music, just to list
a sampling. This community event spon-
sored by the Westfield “Y” and The West-
field Foundation, along with Public Service
Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G) and
other financial and in-kind donors, truly
unites the community.

The support and cooperation of all of
the public agencies, including, but not

limited to, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, the Westfield Fire Department, the
Public Works Department and all com-
munity agencies and clubs and town de-
partments, truly make this event pos-
sible.

Over 200 people of all ages volunteered
to make “First Night,” Westfield ’98 a
success. The Westfield Girl Scouts as-
sembled the luminaries, entire families
manned the doors and senior citizens
directed participants. Every single one of
you is an essential part of this program
and I thank everyone of you from all of the
“First Night,” Westfield ‘98 Steering Com-
mittee.

Julia C. Black
Event Organizer

“First Night,” Westfield

Kay-Bee and Shoppers
Thanked for Support

Of Holiday Fundraiser
On behalf the Medina Chapter of

NA’AMAT USA, I would like to thank
Kay-Bee Toys of Westfield for once again
hosting our third annual holiday gift wrap
fundraiser.

Many thanks also go to all of the West-
field shoppers for their generosity and
holiday spirit.

The money we have raised through this
fundraiser will benefit women and chil-
dren in need. This event also gave us a
wonderful opportunity to discuss our
organization with many people and ex-
plain the important work we do.

Naomi Schaffer
Chapter President

Westfield

Board of Education Has Leadership
Role in Addressing Aircraft Noise

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education has once again taken a leader-
ship role on the issue of aircraft. On
December 18, the board passed a resolu-
tion related to the impact of jet noise on our
children.

The board requested that all federal and
state elected officials act to forestall the
January 1 institution of a new Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) airplane
route which would have had a deleterious
effect on the health and well-being of the
children of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

As a result of its action and as part of a
combined effort coordinated by the New
Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft Noise
(NJCAAN), the FAA agreed to postpone
implementation of the new route pending
further study.

The impact of noise on youngsters is

alarming. Recent studies have formed a
body of data confirming that aircraft noise
impedes language acquisition and reading
comprehension. An article in this month’s
Parents Magazine explores the impact of
noise on children in some depth.

Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens
Against Aircraft Noise extends its appre-
ciation to August Ruggiero, who intro-
duced the resolution, to Edward Saridaki,
who seconded the motion, and to all the
board members for their support. They
deserve their share of the credit for this
victory.

Pat Hoynes, Member, Fanwood
Martha Sides, Secretary

Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens
Against Aircraft Noise, Inc.

Scotch Plains

United Fund Reaches
95 Percent of Goal

Healthier kids. More active seniors.
Teens reaching out to teens and extraordi-
nary men and women devoting their time
and talent to improve the lives of others,
just because they care.

These are the kind of returns you can
expect when you invest in the United
Fund of Westfield — where your dollars
go right back into our community, helping
volunteers and non-profit agencies to pro-
vide everything from food and shelter, to
day care and family counseling. And cre-
ating the opportunity for each of us to
make Westfield a better place for all of us.

Thanks to your continuing generosity,
our 1997 campaign, with a goal of
$600,000, is at 95 per cent.

New pledges can still be sent to The
United Fund of Westfield, 301 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, 07090.

Linda Maggio
Executive Director

United Fund of Westfield
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