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Carol Cohen Named
First Female Counsel

For Union County
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari hailing
this past Sunday as “a truly great and
historic day” for the county, Carol I.
Cohen of Westfield officially became
the first woman to hold the title of
Union County Counsel in the 141-year
history of the office.

Admitting that she has “mixed feel-
ings” about resigning her seat on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Ms. Cohen promised to “carry
on the tradition” of the Office of County
Counsel when she took the oath of
office during a special afternoon cer-
emony in the County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.

Ms. Cohen fills the vacancy which
was created with the resignation of
Republican appointee James F. Keefe
last summer. Mr. Keefe left his post as
County Counsel to accept the position
of First Assistant Prosecutor under new
Union County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan.

Freeholder Scutari described Ms.
Cohen as a “stand up person” who has
never “succumbed to pressure — po-
litical or otherwise.” He said she has a
“good work ethic” and a “fine moral
character.”

“More than just being a good advo-
cate, Carol will be a good conscience for
this board to ensure that the board flies to
a straight and narrow path to good gov-
ernment,” he stated, adding that Ms.
Cohen will “do honor and justice” to the
Office of County Counsel.

Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, ran for election to the board in
1995 along with Ms. Cohen and Walter
D. McNeil.

Mr. Sullivan said the Democrats’
sweep that year was the “beginning of
the turnaround” for the party, which
has not lost an election since.

“I have enormous confidence in
Carol in her ability to do the job,” he
told those in attendance.

Growing up in a home where poli-
tics was often discussed by her father,
an attorney, Ms Cohen said she still
believes that “law and government ser-
vice are noble professions.”

During the brief ceremony, held in
the Freeholders Meeting Room, Ms.
Cohen was thanked by Union County
Clerk and representative of the Women’s
Political Caucus, Joanne Rajoppi, a
former Freeholder herself, for “break-
ing the glass ceiling” in becoming the
first woman county counsel.

The political caucus champions the
efforts of women who seek elected or

appointed office in New Jersey.
Ms. Rajoppi described the new county

counsel as “one of the hardest workers
I have seen,” who has always given her
“complete dedication” to the task ahead.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
who attended the swearing-in ceremony,
said Ms. Cohen is the “finest that West-
field has to offer.” He described the new
county counsel as a “great fighter and a
great public servant.”

As a Freeholder for the past two
years, Ms. Cohen said she was most
proud of her work on the county’s Youth
Services Commission, a group which
works to find alternatives for troubled
youth.

She also noted that she was able to
garner funding for the Adult Protective
Services Program and the Rape Crisis
Counseling Center.

She also helped make Dr. Erica
Fried’s dream of a Patient Advocate
Program become a reality in the county.
The program assists county residents
with getting around the red tape in get-
ting insurance approval and payment

AUTHORITIES FEEL ARREST MAY ONLY BE ‘TIP OF THE ICEBERG’

Mountainside Police Help Collar Suspect
In High-Tech Fraud Scheme Aimed at Doctors

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

For some time, police say, an
Irvington resident with access to the
most sophisticated kind of equipment
has been stealing the identities of
wealthy professionals and then gain-
ing access to their banking records.

Today, Eusebio Anthony Mendoza,
47, is facing both state and federal
charges for his alleged acts that net-
ted him at least several hundred thou-
sand dollars in illegal and fraudulent
wire transfers.

Mendoza, who authorities say as-
sumed the identities of wealthy doc-
tors in order to plunder their ac-
counts, was the target of a joint arrest
raid on the evening of February 3.

Mountainside and Irvington po-
lice, along with agents from the
United States Postal Inspector’s Of-
fice, took Mendoza into custody after
finding a “complete computerized
photo imaging system” in the
suspect’s home.

Also discovered were blank New
Jersey driver’s licenses, Social Secu-
rity cards and other false identifica-
tion.

Referred to by Mountainside po-
lice as “what may be one of the
largest fraud schemes in Union
County history,” the case involving
Mendoza continues mounting almost
on a daily basis, to the point where
local police fear this may be only the
“tip of the iceberg.”

Mendoza, who has already been
charged with theft by deception and
with using phony identification ma-
terial, was scheduled to be taken to
United States District Court in New-
ark yesterday afternoon, Wednesday,
February 11, to be arraigned on fed-
eral charges that had been filed as
well by the United States Postal In-
spection Service on Monday.

He has been held in the Union
County Jail on $300,000 bail, al-
though some law enforcement offi-
cials feel that number could rise sub-
stantially in the days and, perhaps
weeks, to come.

“This is a form of identity theft,”
explained Tony Esposito, who is both
an inspector and public information
officer for the Newark Division of
the United States Postal Inspection
Service, which Mr. Esposito says is
the “law enforcement arm” of the
postal service.

“They (usually) file change of ad-
dress orders for the person whose
identity they’re attempting to steal.
They then have the mail redirected to

an address that they control.”
“It’s one of the most complicated

crimes of fraud that I’ve seen,” added
Mountainside police Lieutenant Jim
Debbie. “The ease with which this
guy was accessing other people’s
accounts is very scary.”

The scheme, police say, usually
worked along these lines: Mendoza,
who has been referred to by United
States Postal Inspector George Belsky
Jr. as a “recidivist offender,” first gained
access to other people’s identities and
then, by way of his expensive, “sophis-
ticated” machinery, replicated new,
fraudulent identity documents, basi-
cally imposing his own photograph
onto a doctored document that con-
tained the intended victim’s name and
personal characteristics.

That done, Mendoza, who carried
with him a photo identification card
of a particular doctor, would then go
to a bank and present himself as that
doctor, requesting a wire transfer of
large sums of money from the doctor’s
account that is located elsewhere.

Mendoza would subsequently cre-
ate a new account in that receiving
bank, only to write checks for thou-
sands of dollars against that new,
victimized doctor’s account.

Although such transactions usu-
ally involve roughly $100,000, police
feel the suspect may have obtained
money “into the millions” this way.

Police also say Mendoza once ac-
tually worked in a Brooklyn hospi-
tal, where he may have begun gain-
ing information about doctors’ bank
accounts and other sensitive infor-
mation.

When asked if other available tech-
nology, such as the Internet, may
have also come into play,
Mountainside Detective Sergeant
Todd Turner replied, “that’s still un-
der investigation. He had quite a
sophisticated setup.”

Although speculation grows that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
has also been working on the Mendoza
case, Joseph Valiquette of the FBI’s
New York office said Tuesday that no
FBI charges have been filed as a result
of any bureau investigation.

Mr. Belsky explained that the postal
inspection service was brought into
the case, not only because the suspect
is a “recidivist offender,” but also
because Mendoza’s alleged scheme
involved a takeover process in which
mail theft eventually comes into play.

Mr. Esposito also said that on Mon-
day, a criminal complaint was filed
against Mendoza for bank fraud. That

complaint was signed by the postal
inspection service.

Mountainside police entered the
investigation when officials from the
Fleet Bank in Mountainside con-

tacted police on January 21. Bank
officials, police said, seemed suspi-
cious of the suspect and believed
Mendoza was showing a false li-
cense.

Carol I. Cohen

for needed medical treatment.
Prior to her successful campaign for

Freeholder, Ms. Cohen served six years
as Assistant County Counsel, during
which time she is credited with saving
taxpayers more than $2 million through
the collection of forfeited bail bonds.

The resignation of Ms. Cohen and
Mr.  McNeil, who left the board in
December to become City Adminis-
trator in his hometown of Plainfield,
has resulted in a board which is now
made up of five first-year Freeholders
and two members who are now in their
sophomore year.

Ms. Cohen will receive a salary of
$109,233 to fill Mr. Keefe’s term, which
expires in July. At that point she is
likely to be appointed for a full four-
year appointment.

Union County Sheriff Honored
By St. Elizabeth Foundation

One of the last duties that Union
County Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari
performed during 1997 was presenting
a resolution commending and congratu-
lating Sheriff Ralph Froehlich for being
honored by St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
Foundation.

Sheriff Froehlich, Past President of
the National Jail Managers’ Associa-
tion and a four-term President of the
New Jersey Sheriffs’ Association, also
keeps busy as President of the New
Jersey County Officers’ Association, and
is a member of the board of the Salvation
Army, the Urban League and the Sheriff/
Judicial Liaison Court Security Com-
mittee.

“Ralph is no longer connected to the
jail but he is extremely involved,” stated
Freeholder Scutari, who is the Vice
Chairman of the Freeholder Board for
1998.

“Because of his many accomplish-
ments, I find it very easy to understand
why St. Elizabeth’s Hospital Founda-
tion honored him.

“Since he first became our Sheriff,
he instituted a nationally recognized
fingerprinting program for children and

an automated photography laboratory,
a Missing Persons Unit and a canine
Search and Rescue Unit, which for a
time included Ferris Lucas, a Viet-
namese pot-bellied pig. Ferris, I was
told, was made an ‘honorary canine’
when he was brought on board on a
trial basis to see if a pig’s ability to
search for truffles could be translated
into search and rescue skills,” Free-
holder Scutari said.

Sheriff Froehlich has earned six Na-
tional Association of Counties awards
for administrative leadership in the ar-
eas of court security, fingerprinting and
domestic violence procedures.

He also produced an inmate rule
book, the “Play it Safe Book” for chil-
dren, for which McDonald’s gave the
Sheriff’s Office a grant of $10,000 to
enable the book to be produced in Span-
ish, and an intern program for high
school and college students.

“Individuals this talented are rare.
Union County is lucky. The Freehold-
ers all join the members of St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital Foundation in sa-
luting Sheriff Froehlich, a very capable
and caring human being,” he said.

HONORED FOR CONTRIBUTION...One of the final official duties for 1997,
performed by Union County Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari, Vice Chairman of
the Freeholder Board for 1998, right, was presenting a resolution to Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The resolution commended and congratulated Sheriff Froehlich
for being honored by St. Elizabeth’s Hospital Foundation.
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Strategic Planning Council
Reports on Status of Project

COLLABORATIVE EFFORT…Members of the Westfield school district’s
Strategic Planning Council discuss the draft of the Strategic Plan at a recent
public meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools; Annmarie Puleio, a parent and Chairwoman of the Board of
Education’s Long Range Planning Committee; Eri Golembo, a parent and Co-
Chairman of the Technology Committee; the Reverend Dr. Dee Dee Turlington,
Minister of the First Baptist Church of Westfield; fourth-grade teacher
Jennifer Linnell, and Westfield resident Louis Miron.

Representatives from the West-
field Public Schools Strategic Plan-
ning Council addressed the public
on February 5 to provide an update
on the draft of the district’s Strate-
gic Plan.

Several members of the council
spoke on behalf of the 37 volunteers
who drafted the mission statement,
goals and strategies.

They included Dr. William J.
Foley, Superintendent of Schools;
Annmarie Puleio, Chairwoman of
the Board of Education’s Long
Range Planning Committee; Eri
Golembo, Co-Chairman of the
Technology Committee; the Rever-
end Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield;
Jennifer Linnell, a fourth-grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School, and Louis Miron, a West-
field resident.

One of the major points stressed
in the plan is that “education is a
collaborative effort of family, com-
munity and school,” said Dr.
Foley.

Ms. Puleio pointed out that the
development of the plan itself was a
collaborative effort “involving your
neighbors, teachers, coaches, busi-
nesses — a wide representation of
the community.”

Mr. Golembo noted that the
drafted plan represents “1,200 man
hours in three pages.” He said the

Strategic Plan “was crafted one word
at a time” until all 37 volunteers
came to a consensus.

Several citizens at the meeting
shared their viewpoints and offered
suggestions to the plan. Dr. Foley
reminded them that the next step —
the work of the Action Plan Com-
mittees — will “put this plan into
reality.”

He asked for more volunteers to
serve on Action Plan Committees
which will look at the context of the
goals and objectives, perform prob-
lem-solving, determine a timeline
for the objectives and produce a
cost/benefit analysis.

“How we do these things is the
heart of the matter,” said Dr. Foley.

Light-Rail in Union County
Is Coming Closer to Reality
The Union County Light Rail Tran-

sit System (LRT) is a step closer to
operation as the innovative 11-mile
line has cleared a crucial hurdle in
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT).

“We are very excited that LRT is
close to becoming a reality,” said
Freeholder Donald Goncalves, not-
ing that the plan for the system by
Raytheon Infrastructure of New York
has been passed by DOT Commis-
sioner John J. Haley, Jr. to the next
stage for consideration.

The commissioner’s actions mean
the public-private partnership is one
of nine around the state still under
consideration. Six projects will even-
tually be approved from the original
field of 16.

Noting that the two-track, electri-
fied rail line would provide an eco-
nomic boost to the region, Freeholder
Goncalves said he will sponsor a
resolution from the Freeholder board
urging Trenton to select Raytheon to
operate the system, as well as seek
support from local and state officials
and the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey.

“This project is crucial to the con-
tinued economic development of
Union County,” Freeholder
Goncalves said. “That is why we are

counting on across-the-board sup-
port.”

Freeholder Goncalves said LRT
would provide rapid access to and
from Newark International Airport,
the Elizabeth Seaport and the Jersey
Gardens Mall from points south of
Elizabeth (as well as from Manhat-
tan) and accelerate economic growth
opportunities. Raytheon is putting
together a similar system in Hudson
and Bergen Counties.

“People will have the convenience
of taking these trolley-like cars to
where they need to go,” said Free-
holder Goncalves, explaining that
LRT would provide a safe, conve-
nient and inexpensive means of pub-
lic transportation for local residents
who need to catch a flight or want to
spend a day of shopping, for people
who work at the airport or mall, or
for airline passengers with enough
layover time to shop at Jersey Gar-
dens or local businesses.

“The system has many far-reach-
ing benefits,” he continued, noting
that light-rail lines have been boons
to the Portland, Oregon, and Balti-
more economies.

“It should be a tremendous help to
our initiatives to open employment
opportunit ies,” Freeholder
Goncalves added.

LRT is among several enterprises
supported by Union County and its
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, to which Freeholder Goncalves
is liaison, aimed at promoting eco-
nomic growth through mass trans-
portation, employment opportunities
and business expansion.

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage lauded Freeholder
Goncalves’ efforts and echoed his
sentiments on the importance of LRT.

“Elizabeth and Union County need
this system. It is important that
people have a quick and convenient
way of going to and from their jobs
or places where they shop,” he said,
noting that the Elizabeth Develop-
ment Company has been working
with the county to garner support for
the project.

Freeholder Goncalves added, “As
the gateway to the New Jersey/New
York metropolitan area, Union
County needs a modern, efficient and
safe transportation system that will
provide easy access, in and out of its
borders. This system is essential for
continued economic growth. We ea-
gerly hope for support from the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey.”

Display by Lillian Hannibal
Honors Black History Month

Petitions Available for Seats
On SP-F Board of Education
Nominating petitions to run for

positions on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education are now
available in the district’s Business
Office, according to Matthew A.
Clarke, Business Administrator/
Board Secretary.

Two Scotch Plains seats on the
board and one in Fanwood will be up
for election. The deadline for filing
nominating petitions is 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 2. The annual school
election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 21.

Upon filing petitions, prospective
school board candidates can obtain a
“School Board Candidate Kit” at the
Board Office.

Published by the New Jersey School

Boards Association, the “School
Board Candidate Kit” includes in-
formation about legal qualifications
for school board candidacy, the role
of the school board member, cam-
paign procedures, the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, and important
dates in the school election process.

The New Jersey School Boards
Association urges all citizens who
believe they can make a contribution
to their schools to consider board of
education membership.

Board members need not be educa-
tors or have a college degree but
should have a sincere interest in chil-
dren and their education, according
to a spokeswoman for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Historic documents, photos and
carefully researched and annotated
stories will be on display during the
month of February at the Union County
Administration Building and Court
House in celebration of Black History
Month.

The display is in response to a reso-
lution sponsored by Union County
Freeholder Chester Holmes of Rahway.

The exhibit is the product of years
of work done by noted lecturer and
exhibiter, Lillian Hannibal. The 79-
year-old Rahway resident says she
began designing displays for Black
History Month over 20 years ago
after realizing that there was almost
nothing documented on the role Af-
rican-Americans played in history in
this area.

Publicly recognized and commended
for her efforts to educate and expose all
people to African-American history,

Ms. Hannibal said her latest exhibit
will feature documents that are essen-
tial to understanding the role that blacks
have played in American history.

Those documents include The Bill
of Rights, The Constitution and The
Emancipation Proclamation.

“I am a black exhibiter who focuses
on the black experience of living in
America. My exhibits are designed to
promote a sense of pride in blacks and
understanding in whites,” she said.

Ms. Hannibal’s Tribute to Black His-
tory Month will be featured on the
bulletin board in the main lobby of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing and also on the third floor of the
Courthouse located at the
Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth.

For additional information on the
exhibit, please call the Union County
Office of Public Information at (908)
527-4744.

Mosaics for Station
To Be Featured Today
On Westfield’s TV-36
Eighteen tile mosaics depict-

ing Westfield’s history will be
featured on Westfield’s Channel
36 today, Thursday, February 12,
and the following two Thursday,
February 19 and 26, all at 5:10
and 9:10 p.m. The mosaics are
scheduled for installation this
spring in the new underpass at
the Westfield station.

Artist Stacey Farley, a West-
field native, will explain the con-
cept and execution of her work,
which includes a locomotive, fer-
ryboat, trolley car, former Presi-
dent, victory parade and spec-
tacular fire.

The title were commissioned
by NJ Transmit as part of its $6.1
million comprehensive upgrade
at the station, the busiest on the
Raritan Valley Line and one of
the most active in New Jersey,
according to a spokesman.
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POLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERS
TO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITOR

All letters to the Editor must bear
a signature, a street address and a
daytime telephone number so au-
thors may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor also must
contain a daytime telephone num-
ber. Our E-mail address is
“press@goleader.com.”

Letters may be no longer than one-
and-a- half pages, typewritten and
double-spaced. Letters must be typed
upper and lower case. All letters are
subject to editing due to space limi-
tations and style.

The deadline for letters is Friday
by 4 p.m., if they are to appear in the
following issue.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger

The Apostle: Some of
That Old Time Religion

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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FLASH IN THE PAN
In addition to enhancing efficiency or

“the quality of life,” new technologies,
such as computers or television, result in
the creation of many new words or ex-
pressions.

Consider the flintlock rifle, for ex-
ample. The flintlock did little to improve
life; on the contrary, it was quite efficient
in taking it. But, it did add a bright figure
of speech to our vocabulary.

The flintlock, a Colonial-period
weapon, was in use from the 1600s to
about 1850.

Its name was derived from a piece of
flint in the hammer of the rifle that
produced a spark when released. This
spark, in turn, ignited a small quantity of
priming powder in the “pan,” thus firing
the main charge.

Flintlock rifles were not always reli-
able. Occasionally, the priming powder
in the pan failed to ignite the main charge.
This resulted in a brilliant flash, but
little else — or so it seemed at the time.

The legacy of this inconsistent weapon
was a flashy new metaphor, “flash in the
pan,” which came to mean “a person who
failed to fulfill his early promise or whose
brilliance was short lived.”

If Valentine’s Day was not already
an institution, it would have had to be
invented.

I am sure the second millennium
will not be remembered for its scien-
tific achievements. They will look back
at us in the same kind of awe that we
look at the Pyramids: “How did they
ever do such things with the primitive
tools they had?” will be the comment.

Just at the start of this millennium, in
the late 1100s, poets and minstrels
began singing and making poetry for
ladies. They were the ones who secu-
larized the words “love” and “pas-
sion.”

Now it all comes down to my oldest
daughter approaching 16. The day af-
ter Valentine’s Day, she and her friends
sit around the dining room table and
count their cards.

Of course all cards from relatives
and family are discarded. Since nearly
all the cards are anonymous, there is
room for cheating. Last year one of the
girls sent 15 cards to herself. Unfortu-
nately they were all exactly the same
card. She was expelled from the meet-
ing.

The winner gets no prize, but she is
envied, which is even better than a
prize.

It all ends up with me running around
like a fiend trying to find a gift for my
wife which shows sentiment, love and
gratitude. Luckily, diamonds are not
my wife’s best friend. Nor is a robe,
which is usually my last resort.

This year the present will be a bottle
of perfume at 500 times its cost. I will
get three ties which I will wear this
spring and summer. I never ask their
cost but I still think $60 a tie is ob-
scene.

Since I can’t say “Happy Valentine’s
Day” to you, I’ll say something even
better. I hope it brings happy memo-
ries, which are the best gift of all.

Human Services Director Thanks
Community for Its Generosity

Since its almost Valentine’s Day, I
thought this would be a most appropri-
ate time to say “thank you” to all those
wonderful caring hearts out there in the
Westfield community who gave so gen-
erously over this past holiday season.

Thanks to your efforts, hundreds of
Westfield men, women and children
were assisted in helping to make their
holidays bright and by restoring their
faith in our community through this
caring and sharing program.

So to all the service groups, schools,

churches and religious organizations,
social and civic group members, I thank
you. And to the private individuals and
families who donated to The Caring
Neighbor Fund, your donations will
enable this department to provide emer-
gency assistance throughout the year,
not just at holiday time.

Again, a huge “thank you” from my
heart to yours.

Lillian W. Corsi,
Human Services Director

Town of Westfield

Request for Town Support to Refurbish
Mindowaskin Park is Money Well Spent

In their continuing effort to restore Mindowaskin
Park to the way it looked in the early part of the 20th
century, the Friends of Mindowaskin Park are now
looking for financial support from the town to up-
grade the park’s cement overlook which is located
along East Broad Street.

Back in 1993, the Friends launched a fundraising
drive to coincide with the 75th anniversary of the
park. The drive raised a quarter of a million dollars
during the first phase of the project — moneys which
were used for new lampposts, benches, gardens, trees
and shrubs as well as playground equipment. The
town chipped in an additional $140,000 to include
infrastructure improvements.

In its proposed budget, the Public Works Depart-
ment has included $100,000 for reconstruction of the
overlook and $60,000 for a new sprinkler system. The
sprinkler will save the town a great deal of man hours
which have been required to water the gardens and
grass.

The Friends will once again be raising funds for the
latest improvements and work with the town to ensure
the park is brought back to the way it looked when
Mindowaskin was officially dedicated in 1918.

We believe it is important that the town do its part
by working in conjunction with the outstanding ef-
forts by the Friends, a volunteer group which was

incorporated in the early 1990s.
The park needs to be properly maintained to ensure

that future generations get to enjoy this treasure which
is a centerpiece in Westfield. The park, obtained by the
town in 1907, is built on 12.6 acres on land and
includes what was known as Clark’s Pond.

The park is surrounded by a walkway and features
a bandstand and a pond complete with spray foun-
tains. The park makes a great post card during all
four seasons and is widely used as the perfect spot
for pictures by wedding parties. In the winter, a
model of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield is lit
up at night.

Also, a number of groups including the Westfield
Art Association have used the park for their shows
and craft fairs, as have the Friends with their annual
Party in the Park.

The request from the Friends of Mindowaskin Park
comes at a time when the county is beginning its
efforts to improve recreational facilities in the county
— including the dredging of a number of county lakes.

Also, the Town Council is beginning its budget
process, which will feature long-range plans to im-
prove Westfield’s infrastructure — including the town
parks.

We wholeheartedly endorse the requested budget
items as money well spent for the town’s future.

School Officials Planning Strategy
To Deal With Rising Enrollments

In today’s issue of The Times we have included the
second installment of our series depicting the history
of rising school enrollments in the elementary schools
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district. The
series is intended to give some food for thought on
how actions, taken by both the township’s planning
board and the school board, are now impacting the
local elementary schools.

While we are not blaming anyone, all proposed
development needs to be considered as to their future
impact on the local school system.

Faced with meeting requirements for low to moder-
ate income housing as required in the wake of the
Mount Laurel court decision, the township made
major zoning changes in the late 1980s which paved
the way for new development - such as Lamberts Mill
Village, Glen Eagle Estate, Stirling Chase and a
development by Saugatuck Associates.

Compounding these developments was the closing
of Shackamaxon Elementary School on Martine
Avenue some 17 years ago. Shortly thereafter the
building boom hit the township — the first of which
was 332 garden apartments known as Lamberts Mill
Village.

Student population, which dropped from 8,000 in

1970 to below 5,000 eleven years later, is on the rise
again from 3,717 in 1994 to 4,234 in 1997. Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye has been
working with school administrators the past few years
to handle overcrowding in elementary classrooms.
Among the initiatives taken by Dr. Choye was to move
the Office of Director of Pupil Services from Brunner
Elementary School to Park Middle School.

Modular classrooms are planned for Elementary
School One, Coles and Evergreen Elementary Schools;
pre-Kindergarten would be located at Park Middle
School.

In order to get a better handle on enrollment projec-
tions, the Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) will conduct
a door-to-door survey starting in March to determine
the number of kids in each home enrolled and pro-
jected to attend school in the district.

We hope this series will provide our readers, espe-
cially those new to the township — with some insight
as to the dilemma faced by administrators the past few
years.

The Times will continue to cover the enrollment
situation as recommendations and future actions are
made to cope with the situation while ensuring a
suitable learning environment for all students.

Neighbors on Township’s South Side
Are Urged to Oppose Retail Proposal
Somehow the township’s Master Plan

believes that residents on the south side
of Scotch Plains need more retail in light
of recent residential development.

We all get into our cars and drive the
mile or two to the nearest shopping and
have for many years. We do this because
we like the “country” feeling of this area.
We don’t want an ugly strip mall or fast
food chain or whatever might eventually
occupy the lot where the Park Place
Diner now stands.

Taking a look at the blueprints for
development of this lot should scare a lot
of people living in the area. If the zoning/
use variance that has been filed for is
approved, there will be no turning back
from the macadam plateau that will nearly
double the existing lot and building,
felling many perimeter trees in the pro-
cess.

We will still have to get into our
cars if we wish to patronize any of
these stores because, unlike the north
side of town, the adjacent neighbor-
hoods are all off of major roads. The
sub-optimal access to the site and
current traffic at that intersection are
enough to keep most “convenience
shoppers” away.

We can stand up and say that we like

our neighborhoods just the way they are
and send developers packing for more
fertile ground.

I would like to suggest that anyone
living within a mile of the Park Place
Diner do just that when the Board of
Adjustment meets to hear “experts” dis-
cuss our neighborhood at their next meet-
ing on Thursday, March 5.

Jean McAllister
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Friends of Mindowaskin Seek Money
In Budget for Reconstruction Work

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was addressed to Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and members of the Westfield
Town Council with copies sent to The
Westfield Leader, the Downtown West-
field Corporation, the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and the West-
field Board of Realtors. Although the
letter is longer than our policy allows,
we felt it was of importance and thus
we have published it in its entirety.

*****
As you prepare the 1998 Capital Bud-

get for the Town of Westfield, I would
like to strongly encourage you to adopt
the Public Works proposed budget which
includes $100,000 for the Mindowaskin
Park overlook reconstruction project and
$60,000 for a sprinkler system for the
gardens in the park.

In 1989 a committee of government
and private individuals was formed to
study and implement the rehabilitation
of Mindowaskin Park.

From that committee The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, a non-profit organi-
zation, was formed in 1991 to work in a
partnership with the town to maintain
the park.

The project’s Phase I began with a
report to the Town Council that included
the infrastructure improvements that the
town undertook in regrading, modifying
drainage, and installing new roadways at
a cost of $140,000.

The Friends concurrently raised over
$250,000 from individuals, corporations,
foundations and town organizations for
the new lampposts, benches, designed
gardens, trees, shrubs, playground equip-
ment and signage. Over $400,000 has
been spent on this park so far.

Over 500 citizens and organizations
contributed to this worthwhile cause.
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park con-
tinues to monitor the park which is con-
sidered to be a valued investment to the
community.

This group has succeeded in rehabili-
tating a town-owned facility into a much
loved masterpiece of which all of the
town can be proud. An award from The
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union for the preservation of
this park has been granted.

The Westfield Chamber of Commerce
gave their “Faith in Westfield Award” to
the Friends for the park renovation. Our
park is now listed in the distinguished
Garden Conservancy, a national publi-
cation.

Most important of all is that
Mindowaskin Park is a designated His-
toric District listed by our Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission.

The time has come to start Phase II
that has been a part of the agreement

between the town and the Friends since
1991. Phase II would include reconstruc-
tion of the facade of the overlook on East
Broad Street.

This concrete structure has been ne-
glected and has been deteriorating for
several years. It is now beyond repair. It
is literally falling apart.

A sprinkler system for the designed
gardens in the park is desperately needed.
In the past, the town did not adequately
water these plantings, so many of them
died. In turn, the town had the expense of
replacing those plantings that had been
neglected.

A sprinkler system could enable the
Public Works crews to concentrate on
other tasks in the town or to repair the
many areas of the park that never get
attention. For example, the vandalized
bandstand railings and balusters need
repair; the continuing “geese health haz-
ard” needs resolution, especially for the
children; and extremely dangerous rusted
posts (screen) located near the bridge by
the playground area needs some other
solution.

The Friends will be totally involved
with this project in all phases of selec-
tion and construction. We believe in this
endeavor and will do our part to raise
funds.

However, this is town property; there-
fore it remains the town officials’ re-
sponsibility to maintain this facility.
According to Edward A. Gottko, our
Town Administrator, there are state
grants and loans from which communi-
ties like ours may benefit if researched
and approached.

As leaders of our community, you
have the major responsibility to pre-
serve our precious resources in the
town. Mindowaskin Park is the jewel
in the center of the town surrounded by
the historic church and our own Mu-
nicipal Building. It is obvious that the
people of Westfield value this park and
enjoy the facility by their presence in
the park.

The citizens expect and deserve that
these facilities be well maintained in our
community and it is up to our mayor and
council to see that they are.

By adopting this proposed budget for
the overlook and sprinkler system, you
will confirm the town’s commitment to
improved facilities at a time when em-
phasis is being placed upon revitaliza-
tion projects such as the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the Neighbor-
hood Preservation Program, and various
other endeavors.

Nancy Priest
President

Friends of Mindowaskin Park
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

3 & 1/2 popcorns
Do you believe in God? How about

Jesus Christ? Do you accept him as your
Lord and savior. Even if you don’t, odds
are Preacher Sonny Dewey will soon
have you thinking about it. And think-
ing plenty. Per the charismatic Southern
evangelist superbly portrayed by Rob-
ert Duvall in The Apostle, there isn’t a
soul that can’t be saved. In simple terms
aptly used by the pastor (Walter
Brennan) in Sergeant York to describe
the title character’s unswerving faith,
Sonny has “the usin’ kind of
religion......not just the Sunday go to
meetin’ kind.”

Possessing enough faith for every-
one, Sonny is a true believer. But then
again, he’s no saint. And therein, dear
reader, lies the gist of this extraordinary
film.

A preaching prodigy who was called
to the ministry at the tender age of 12, as
the movie opens Duvall’s hip-hopping
pastor enjoys fame and modest fortune
as the religious leader of a well-heeled
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation. But
perhaps the years of evangelical barn-
storming have helped develop a wan-
dering eye for the ladies. And that
lifestyle has taken its toll.......on his
wife, that is. Farrah Fawcett as the
weary Mrs. Dewey has had it, which
might in part explain her adulterous
affair with the youth minister. To add
insult to injury, the fallen woman has
amassed enough power to wrest the
congregation away from her spouse. Her
lover will be the new preacher.

Sonny plots revenge, and then thinks
better of it. But then, at an altercation
during a Little League game, push comes
to shove and, in the heat of the moment,
Sonny renders his rival comatose with a
well-swung baseball bat. Sonny takes it
on the lam.

He is down, but not out. Sonny’s
ongoing dialogue with the Deity goes
into high gear. As is his fashion, the
enchanting odyssey that ensues will be
of a profoundly religious nature.

Strutting his endearing stuff, Duvall
takes the audience on a journey of faith
as Sonny seeks his way to redemption.
Taking to the backroads and vocifer-
ously ministering to no one in particu-
lar, the resilient holy man ponders God’s
purpose. He meets an old, black, one-
legged man who offers him shelter, a
finely touching encounter thick with
Biblical connotation. The elderly gent
recommends a minister in Louisiana to
Sonny. Taking this cue as a sign, the
wandering pilgrim wends his way to the
Louisiana backwater in question.

Sonny’s faith and egotism go hand-
in-hand, a prime factor of the movie’s
charm. By the time he meets the rural
burg’s black cleric, now retired due to
health considerations, Duvall’s soul
searcher extraordinaire has conveniently
formulated his own revelation: On a
mission from God, he has been sent to
save the little town’s souls and rebuild
its church. Sonny begins calling himself
the Apostle E.F.

He ingratiates himself with the local
populace in short order. Certainly, this

energetic stranger is beguiling — a Mu-
sic Man of the cloth. But what’s more,
because they believe that he truly be-
lieves, his faith is contagious. And thus,
though the abandoned church has gone
to seed, he gets the sidelined parson’s
blessing for its resurrection. Sonny is
back in business. And that’s just fine
with everyone, except for one threaten-
ing bigot played by Billy Bob Thornton.
The inevitable showdown is priceless.

Making a deal with the local radio
station owner (Rick Dial), the devout
dynamo takes to the air and publicizes
his new church. An ace mechanic to
boot, Sonny rebuilds a dilapidated old
bus in order to ferry his nascent flock to
services. And to further the cause, he
works part-time jobs slinging hash and
fixing cars. Along the way, he finds the
time to attract the attentions of the radio
station secretary, convincingly realized
by Miranda Richardson. Via the ensu-
ing relationship — a tense but some-
times comical bit of dating — a telling
light is shed on yet another side of
Sonny.

Writing, directing and starring in his
own film, Mr. Duvall performs the cin-
ematic hat trick with notable panache.
Adding to his usual style and likability,
the veteran actor puts an extra oomph
into Sonny’s super-animated, holy-roll-
ing physicality — a stunning choreogra-
phy that dramatically underscores the
preacher’s all-consuming passion.

Authentic location backdrops and the
use of actual churchgoers give a further
note of realism to Duvall’s compassion-
ate study of Southern evangelism. It is
his contention that integration has long
flourished in such backwater parishes.
But what really sets The Apostle apart
from the hackneyed Hollywood treat-
ment is the character of Sonny himself.

Whereas the shopworn rule is to por-
tray this uniquely American form of
clergyman as a money-grubbing charla-
tan, Duvall as film auteur cuts a refresh-
ing angle. His Pentecostal anti-hero may
be a bit of a wag, but his religious
conviction is beyond question. Regard-
less of one’s individual beliefs, there’s
no denying the tempting allure — to
bask for a while in Sonny’s feel-good
positivism, replete with its heartwarm-
ing promise of  everlasting life.

In the nit-pick department, the clos-
ing sequences move a mite slow despite
the climactic tension Mr. Duvall builds.
About 15 minutes could have been
lopped off the ending. Also, the two
sub-plots — the fate of Sonny’s victim,
and whether or not the authorities will
root out our religious fugitive — are
noticeably weak. Happily, while this
lack of dramatic balance detracts from
the film as a whole, The Apostle suc-
ceeds in spreading its inspirational
message.

*  *  *  *  *
The Apostle, rated PG-13, is an

October Films release directed by
Robert Duvall and stars Robert
Duval l ,  Farrah Fawcet t  and
Miranda Richardson. Running time:
135 minutes.

By Louis H. Clark

Happy Memories
Are the Sweetest
Valentines of All

Residents Invited
To Sharpen Skills
At OWL Meeting

Have you ever gone into another room
or opened the refrigerator door and for-
gotten why you are there? Or had diffi-
culty remembering a familiar name or
word?

Because of the way the brain works
almost everyone as they age experi-
ences forgetfulness that is considered
“normal” memory loss, according to
Dr. Toby Marx, Director of the Geron-
tology Program at Union County-Col-
lege.

“But,” explained Dr. Marx, who has
done extensive studies of memory, “there
are ways we can improve our memory
skills using abilities we already possess
and by learning new techniques to help
us stay mentally strong.”

“Keeping Your Memory Skills Sharp”
will be the subject of a talk Dr. Marx
will present at a public meeting spon-
sored by OWL of Central New Jersey at
10 a.m. on Saturday, February 21, at the
Y.W.C.A. of Summit, located at Morris
Avenue and Prospect Street.

Dr. Marx, who has taught at the col-
lege since 1980, is a member of the
Advisory Council of the Union County
Division on Aging and of the Union
County Human Services Advisory Com-
mittee.

The Older Women’s League is a na-
tional grassroots organization working
to improve the lives of midlife and older
women through research, education and
advocacy, according to Miriam
Dickman, a spokeswoman for the group.

For further information, please call
(908) 272-5671 or (973) 467-8136.

Nature Center Seeks
Treated Wood Donations
Treated wolmanized lumber is

needed for trail construction projects
in the Fanwood Nature Center.

If the wood is used it should be in
good condition. The size needed is
two inches thick by six inches wide,
with a minimum length of five feet.
Pick up of the wood can be arranged
through the center.

Please call the Fanwood Environ-
mental Commission Chairman Dean
Talcott at (908) 322-6577 to make
arrangements.
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GATHERING RAISES FUNDS FOR MR. FRANKS,DIABETES CENTER

House Speaker Gingrich Speaks
On His ‘Goals for A Generation’

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives Newt Gingrich
was in Mountainside for breakfast
Saturday with Congressman Bob
Franks and other New Jersey Repub-
licans.

The invitation-only event at
L’Affaire restaurant on Route 22,
East drew a reported crowd of 500
who heard the Georgian Republican
describe his four “Goals for A Gen-
eration.”

With the event, Mr. Gingrich —
an architect of the 1994 “Contract
With America” — raised $20,000
for Mr. Franks’ congressional re-
election bid in November and an-
other $3,000 for the Diabetes Center
of New Jersey in Plainfield.

Mr. Gingrich called Mr. Franks “a
real legislative leader.”

The House Speaker’s 35-minute
speech before party loyals avoided
any mention of United States Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s recent woes over
a former White House intern. A
spokesman for Mr. Gingrich said,
“The Speaker is too busy to worry
about that.”

Three-term Congressman Franks
said he was “delighted with the level
of enthusiasm” over Mr. Gingrich’s
latest “platform for America” which
deals with tax reform, Social Secu-
rity, education and illegal drug use.

“His speech was all policy,” Con-
gressman Franks said. “(It was a

chance) for him to be able to talk
about, for example, Social Security –
it’s a healthy, realistic assessment of
where the country is” — a topic
which politicians strayed away from
some 10 or 15 years ago due to the
sensitive nature of the issue.

During his speech Mr. Gingrich
could not help bashing “bureaucrats”
for driving up spending and blaming
“the media” for not giving credit to
Republicans for turning around the
nation’s economy.

“We’ve gone from a $322 billion
projected budget deficit (in 2002) to
a $32 billion surplus. I’d call that
real change,” he said.

Another of Mr. Gingrich’s “Goals
for A Generation” is a national “re-
tirement council” connected by com-
puter Internet communication to
guide the Social Security system to
continued solvency. According to a
recent Harris poll, Mr. Gingrich said,
more American youth believe in
UFOs than believe they will get So-
cial Security benefits by retirement
age.

The Speaker also proposed a cut in
combined federal, state and local
taxes from 38 percent to 25 percent
of income. He claimed that eliminat-
ing the Internal Revenue Service’s
21 percent “error rate” alone would
save the nation $5 billion annually.

“We should contract out to (major
credit card companies),” he added,
for tax collection.

SPBPA Announces
Meeting for Feb. 19

The Scotch Plains Business & Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) will
have its first meeting of 1998 on
Thursday, February 19, at 7 p.m. The
meeting will be held at CEO Execu-
tive Suites, 1812 Front Street in
Scotch Plains.

Refreshments will be served. All
members are invited to attend the
meeting, at which time elections will
be held for three board member posi-
tions.

Discussions will also be held on
event planning for 1998 and other
issues facing the business commu-
nity this year.

Annual membership in the SPBPA
is $35 and all area businesses and
professionals are invited to join the
organization, which has 178 mem-
bers.

The SPBPA has issued a reminder
to members that annual dues are now
due, and would appreciate prompt
payment so that the organization can
plan accordingly for 1998.

For more information on the
SPBPA, please call Ray Pardon,
SPBPA President, at Nuts n’ Plenty,
(908) 322-7388.

His education goals include Mr.
Gingrich’s proposal to deny tenure
to any staff of schools that score in
the bottom 20 percent nationwide.

“Change the schools and save the
children,” he declared. His “English
language only” policy for public
school systems brought cheers from
the crowd.

Mr. Gingrich reportedly waged a
similar fundraising tour of the na-
tion early last year for GOP incum-
bents and party committees. Saying
he has traveled to 15 states since the
first of this year, Mr. Gingrich was
scheduled to go on to Pennsylvania
following Saturday’s Mountainside
rally.

Sharing the platform at times with
House Speaker Gingrich and Mr.
Franks were State Republican Party
Chairman Chuck Haytaniah, Con-
gressman Rodney Frelinghuysen
from the 11th District that includes
Morris County, State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, from
the 22nd Legislative District, and
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti.

Spotted among other Republicans
present were State Assemblyman
Alan M. Augustine, Scotch Plains
Councilman William McClintock,
Westfield Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick and former Union County
Freeholders Henry W. Kurz, Frank
H. Lehr and Linda DiGiovanni.

College Men’s Club
Sets Black-Tie Affair
For Saturday, Feb. 28
The College Men’s Club of Westfield

will have its annual black-tie dinner
dance on Saturday, February 28, at the
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

All of the funds raised will go directly
to this year’s graduating Westfield High
School male seniors selected to receive
scholarship awards by the club’s schol-
arship committee.

This year’s dinner dance will include
an auction of items including works of
art, jewelry, airfares, dinners, tickets to
sporting and other entertainment events,
as well as well as a five-day, four-night
vacation at the Scottsdale Arizona Prin-
cess Hotel.

The Princess Hotel in Scottsdale is a
five-star resort offering two champion-
ship golf courses (one of which hosts the
annual Phoenix Open), a spa and two
five-star restaurants.

Tickets can be obtained by calling
(908) 518-0132.

Drifters to Perform at 80th
Red Cross Anniversary Gala

The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter American Red Cross 80th Anniversary
Committee met recently to continue the planning of the upcoming black-tie
birthday gala featuring the 1950s musical group, The Drifters. Pictured, left to
right, are: Dr. William Bonsall, committee member; George Gatesy, 80th Gala
Chairman; Edward A. Gottko and Scott Beresford, committee members, and
Dr. John Tabachnick, Chapter Chairman.

Supporters of the American Red
Cross will return to an age of 1950s-
style innocence at the Plainfield Coun-
try Club in Edison on Saturday, March
21, to celebrate the 80th anniversary of
the Westfield-Mountainside Chapter.

The original Drifters, the popular
rock-and-roll group, will headline at
the black-tie birthday gala.

The Drifters, whose million sell-
ers include “There Goes My Baby,”
“This Magic Moment,” “Save the
Last Dance For Me,” “Up On The
Roof,” “On Broadway,” “Under the
Boardwalk,” “Dance With Me” and
“I Count The Tears,” will perform
two shows at the event.

Westfield resident George Gatesy,
Gala Chairman, announced recently
that Mohammed Ali’s boxing gloves
and a golf school trip to Scottsdale,
Arizona, top the list of silent auction
items. In addition, after a tribute to the
past chairmen, Ernest S. Winter, the
chapter’s oldest, active volunteer will
receive the inaugural “Angel on Earth
Award” just days after his 96th birthday.

Tickets are limited to the first 250
guests at $175 per person.

“For 115 years, the American Red
Cross has responded to communities
and people in need, keeping people
safe across the nation and through-
out the world during war and peace,
when disaster strikes, and every day.

“The chapter’s guiding theme is
‘Help is There’ — a motto they have
lived every day for the people and the
communities of Westfield and
Mountainside for the past 80 years,”

said Gail Moffett of the local Red
Cross chapter.

The chapter is offering an 80th
anniversary commemorative pin for
a $5 donation. For more information
on how to celebrate the anniversary
during March, which is American
Red Cross Month, please contact the
Chapter office at (908) 232-7090.

The chapter’s e-mail address is
redcross@westfieldnj.com. The
website address is: http://
westfieldnj.com/redcross.

C. T. Ward Presents
Photographic Works

In National Art Exhibit
C. T. Ward of San Mateo, California,

the son of Helen Klein Ward of West-
field, is showing a selection of photo-
graphic works at the Insights ’98 tenth
annual National Art Exhibit at the
Embarcadero 4 in San Francisco through
Friday, March 6.

The photographs in the exhibit reflect
Mr. Ward’s emphasis on composition
and design, with a focus on stark and
artistic images.

Mr. Ward, who has won several awards
in competition for his celestial photo-
graphs, is a visually-impaired, self-taught
photographer with extensive musical
training who works independently.

Professor Dunscombe to Continue
Program on ‘New Jersey Trivia’

The Westfield Historical
Society’s evening meeting on
Thursday, February 19, will fea-
ture Professor Will iam E.
Dunscombe presenting the second
part of his slide/lecture on “New
Jersey Trivia.”

The first part of this program was
presented at the society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon on November
5, and some of that information will
be reviewed before Professor
Dunscombe continues with the rest
of his presentation.

The second part deals with New
Jersey’s history, standards, symbols
and natural history, according to a
spokesman for the Historical Soci-

ety.
These slides present trivia ques-

tions, with audience members in-
vited to participate in the multiple
choice answers which are offered,
according to the spokesman.

Professor Dunscombe is Chairman
of the Union County College Biology
Department and has been Associate
Professor of Biology at the college
since 1971.

The public is invited to attend
this program, which will start at
8:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. 425 East Broad Street. Re-
freshments will be provided after
the program.
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MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL FRY
(She is the former Miss Christine Walsh)

Miss Christine Walsh
Marries Michael Fry
Miss Christine Walsh, the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Walsh of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
August 9, to Michael Fry. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Pat Eggers of
Aston, Pennsylvania.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Queenship of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Plainsboro, with
the bride escorted down the aisle by
her father. The Reverend Ed Struzik
officiated at the nuptials. A reception
was held at the Forsgate Country
Club in Jamesburg.

Mrs. Donna Walsh of Westfield,
the sister-in-law of the bride, served
as the matron of honor.

The bridal attendants included
Ms. Joanna D’Agostino of Scotch
Plains, the cousin of the bride; Mrs.
Karyn Jakubik of Scotch Plains,
Ms. Noreen Martin of San Fran-
cisco and Ms. Joyce Synnott of Pasa-
dena, California, all friends of the
bride.

Thomas Fry of St. Petersburg,
Florida, the cousin of the bridegroom,
was the best man. The ushers were
Edward Carr and Mark Stephens,
both of Wilmington, Delaware; Jerry
Passalacqua of Philadelphia and Bill
Watson of Roselle Park, all friends of
the bridegroom.

The bride is a graduate of West-

field High School, Class of 1989.
She received her degree in early
childhood and special education
from Boston College in 1993, and is
employed as a teacher of children
with autism at Princeton Child De-
velopment Institute in
Lawrenceville.

A 1986 graduate of Chichester
High School, the bridegroom earned
a degree in finance from West Chester
University in West Chester, Pennsyl-
vania in 1995. He is employed in
technical support at Dow Jones in
South Brunswick.

A rehearsal party was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom at
Cranbury Inn in Cranbury.

Following a wedding trip to En-
gland and Ireland, the couple reside
in Mercerville.

MRS. MARK DAVID BERNIKER
(She is the former Miss Karen Lynn Lauster)

Miss Karen L. Lauster

Weds Mark D. Berniker
Miss Karen Lynn Lauster, the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Lauster of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
September 20, to Mark David Berniker.
He is the son of Mrs. Linda Passman of
Chapel Hill, North Carolina and
Michael Berniker of Fort Lee.

The wedding and formal reception
was held at The Pratt Mansions in New
York, with Judge Morris Slifkin offici-
ating. The bride was escorted down the
aisle by her father.

Miss Katherine Sponaugle of Rye
Beach, New Hampshire, served as the
maid of honor. The bridal attendants
included Mrs. Amanda Lauster of Ev-
ergreen, Colorado, the sister-in-law of
the bride; Mrs. Julie Powell of San
Francisco, the sister of the bridegroom;
Miss Karen Walker and Miss Catherine
Kapell, both of New York.

Eugene De Rose of New York served
as the best man. The ushers included
Todd Lauster of Evergreen, Colorado,
the brother of the bride; Craig Teahen
and Ward Yoshimoto, both of New
York. Evan Hunter Powell of San Fran-
cisco, the nephew of the bridegroom,

served as the ring bearer.
The bride graduated from Westfield

High School in 1987 and from Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York, in 1991.

She received her master’s degree in
rehabilitation counseling from New
York University, and is employed by
the Epilepsy Institute of New York as a
vocational counselor.

The bridegroom graduated from the
University of Michigan in 1985 and
from Glasgow University in Scotland,
where he received a Master of Philoso-
phy Degree. He is employed as a senior
producer-technology for CNN/fn.

A bridal shower was hosted by Miss
Kapell, Miss Sponaugle and Miss
Walker in New York.

A bridal luncheon was given by Mrs.
Cathleen Halpin, Mrs. Sonia Kassinger,
Mrs. Lois Schmalz and Mrs. Jill Sitcer
at Mrs. Kassinger’s home in Westfield.

A rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
bridegroom’s mother, was held at the
Bryant Park Grill in Manhattan.

Following a wedding trip to Italy and
Switzerland, the couple resides in New
York.

Triplet Daughters
Born to Weigels
Dr. Patricia Ruggeri-Weigel and

Dr. Peter J. Weigel of Scotch Plains
have announced the birth of their
triplet daughters, Mariel Joy, Mariah
Gayle and Melody Anne, on Tues-
day, December 9, at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Mariel weighed 4 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 17¼ inches in
length at birth. Mariah weighed 5
pounds and measured 18 inches in
length at birth. Melody weighed 4
pounds and 4 ounces and measured
17¼ inches in length at birth.

The babies were born at 7:56 p.m.,
7:57 p.m. and 7:59 p.m., respec-
tively.

They join their twin siblings, Pe-
ter, Jr. and Julia, 6 years old.

The triplets’ maternal grandpar-
ents are Orlando and Josephine
Ruggeri of Westfield.

The paternal grandparents are
Howard Weigel of Old Bridge and
Eleanor Weigel of Wilmington, North
Carolina.

The babies’ paternal great-grand-
parents are John and Blondine Weigel
of Aberdeen and Paula Wieland of
Huntington, New York.

African Violet Society
To Meet February 19
The Union County Chapter of the

African Violet Society will meet on
Thursday, February 19, at 1 p.m. in
the Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The program will be titled “Hold It
& Hide It.” Members of the public
are invited to attend.

Butter Churning Program
To be Held at Miller-Cory

A butter churning demonstration
and tours of the historic 18th century
farmhouse will be featured at the
Miller-Cory House Museum on Sun-
day, February 15, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. The
last tour begins at 3:30 p.m.

Visitors to the museum will experi-
ence the taste of freshly churned but-
ter while learning about life in early
America and how colonists prepared
butter, according to a spokeswoman.

Joan Barna of Scotch Plains will
churn butter using fresh cream and an
early American stoneware churner
with a wooden lid and dasher. During
Colonial times, butter churning was
usually done once or twice a week.

Built in 1740, the Miller-Cory
House was named in honor of its two
pre-Revolutionary War owners, both
descended from the earliest settlers
in this area.

Costumed docents will guide visi-
tors through the farmhouse and an-
swer questions about early American
life in New Jersey. The museum gift

shop has a wide variety of Colonial-
era reproductions, crafts, cookbooks
and educational items.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults and 50 cents
for students six years of age and
older. Children under six are admit-
ted free.

On Sunday, February 22, the mu-
seum will feature Colonial-era
children’s games and the Colonial
card game “loo.”

For information about the museum
and its schedule of events, please call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Literacy Volunteers
Schedule Library Day
Literacy Volunteers of Union County

will be holding a Literacy Library Day
at the Kenilworth Library on Saturday,
February 21, from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The event is for all interested poten-
tial or current students and tutors,
according to a spokeswoman for the
Union County Affiliate of Literacy
Volunteers of America (LVA).

Tutors will be able to find out what
materials are available to use, or how to
solve problems that they are having.
Potential tutors can find out about the
program.

Interested students may be assessed
by calling the LVA office at (908) 925-
7755 to make an appointment for that
day.

Filler
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Councilwoman Vernick
Initiates Investigation

On Newsbox Placement

SOURCE OF INVESTIGATION...Newspaper vending machines, shown here
at the entrance to Edwards supermarket on Elm Street, are the subject of an
investigation by Westfield Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick.

Westfield Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, has initiated an investiga-
tion in response to inquiries made by
local residents about what she de-
scribed “the hazards presented by the
random placement of unregulated
newspaper boxes proliferating
throughout the community.”

“This (the investigation) is neces-
sary to determine if the Town of
Westfield could improve on the health
and safety issues involved,” said
Councilwoman Vernick.

In researching the problem, she
said it became clear that towns, such
as Ridgewood, Princeton and
Morristown, communities which are
similar to Westfield, have drawn or-
dinances “to help preserve the health
and safety of their citizens as they
relate to this issue.”

Mrs. Vernick, Chairwoman of the
Westfield Town Council Public Safety
Committee, has contacted the League
of Municipalities, as well as other
municipalities with ordinances regu-
lating newspaper boxes, to research
their handling of the placement,
maintenance, registration, fees and
other pertinent issues as they relate
to the boxes.

There are 27 municipalities within
the league which regulate newspaper
boxes.

Mrs. Vernick stated, “This prob-
lem has existed in Westfield for many

years and needs to be addressed.”
After presentation of her findings

to the town attorney and the Town
Council, Mrs. Vernick will turn her
findings over to the Downtown West-
field Corporation, the governing body
of the downtown special improve-
ment district, to assist them with
their street scape planning.

Squad Officers are Installed;
Captain Honored for Service

The 61st annual Installation Din-
ner of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
was held on January 3 at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Restaurant.

The evening began with a memo-
rial service, conducted by squad
Chaplain Bob Gurske, honoring all
the deceased members of the squad.

Mayor Joan Papen then adminis-
tered the oath of office to the newly
elected squad officers. They are: Presi-
dent, Daniel Sullivan; First Vice
President, Robert Speth; Second Vice
President, William McLaughlin; Sec-
retary, Jean Lozowski; Treasurer
Harold Hill, Jr. who also serves as
Captain of the squad, and Mr. Gurske
as Chaplain.

The others sworn in were First
Lieutenant Joanne Gurske; Second
Lieutenant Robert Foerster; Delegates
Joan Lozowski, Mr. McLaughlin and
Mr. Sullivan; Alternate Delegates
Maureen Barry, Mr. Foerster and
David Smith, and Trustees Brian
Cassidy, Edward Fiedler and Ernesto
Hernandez.

The highlight of the evening was
the presentation of awards to Cap-
tion Hill recognizing his 40th year of
service on the squad. Assemblyman
Alan M. Augustine presented him
with a joint resolution from the New
Jersey Senate and Assembly honor-
ing his service and commitment.

Mayor Papen, representing the
township council, expressed to Cap-
tain Hill the gratitude of the govern-
ing body and the township for his
example, leadership qualities and
efforts on behalf of the squad.

The Mayor also presented the Cap-
tain with a resolution from the coun-
cil. Mr. Sullivan presented him with
a certificate and a 40-year service pin
from the New Jersey First Aid Coun-
cil.

Captain Hill, a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains, joined the squad in
April of 1958. Since that time, he has
answered over 10,500 emergency

calls and has served in many leader-
ship roles both on the administrative
and operational levels of the squad,
according to a squad spokeswoman.

He was awarded life membership
to the squad in 1983. Captain Hill
was recognized in the community as
“Volunteer of the Year” in 1991, and
in the same year received the Emer-
gency Care Award from the Knights
of Columbus.

Service awards were also presented
to several other squad members on
the occasion of their anniversaries.
Nick Wowchuck, a life member of
the squad, received an award for 25
years; Debbie Speth, 15 years; Joan
Lozowski, Carolyn Sorge and Tho-
mas Cassidy, 10 years; Bob Foerster,
Steve Wheeler, Melissa Kuchar and
Joe D’Albero, five years.

Family Genealogy Contest
To Be Meeting Highlight

A contest will be the highlight of
the Show-and-Tell meeting of the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields on Thursday, February 19,
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, 550 East Broad Street, in West-
field.

This is the second year of a format
for members to display charts of their
ancestors and descendants. Half the
participants will share their family
genealogy with the others, and mid-
way through the program, the two
groups will switch.

For those who still need the appro-
priate charts, copies of each are avail-
able in the Local History Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Participants are encouraged to be-

gin early, fill out as much informa-
tion as possible, and bring the pa-
pers to the meeting, according to a
spokeswoman for the Genealogical
Society.

Previous winners and officers of
the Society are ineligible to partici-
pate in the contest, but they are en-
couraged to join in the activity, the
spokeswoman said.

The entry judged as the best will
win $5; second prize is $3. The deci-
sion of the judges will be final.

The public is invited to attend
the meeting at no charge, and re-
freshments will be served. Addi-
tional details about this meeting,
or about the Genealogical Society
of the West Fields, may be ob-
tained from Fred Bollinger, Presi-
dent, at (908) 232-6419.

Area Residents
Make Dean’s List
At Montclair State

Seven area residents are among
those students who were named to
the academic honors list for the fall
1997 semester at Montclair State
University in Upper Montclair.

To be eligible, a student must be
enrolled full time and have attained a
semester grade point average of 3.50
or better on a 4.0 scale.

The list includes the following stu-
dents: Andrea Oley, business admin-
istration; Timoty F. Stefanoski, the-
ater, and Denise A. Tuday, English,
all from Scotch Plains; Kristen Marie
Aquila, majoring in physical educa-
tion; Daniel J. Lampert, who has yet
to declare a major; Elaine Panza,
majoring in home economics, and
Daniel Matthew Savad, majoring in
chemistry, all from Westfield

Irma’s
2x3

Joseph Velotti Among
‘Who’s Who’ Students
Joseph J. M. Velotti of Rahway, a

graduate of Holy Trinity School in
Westfield and a senior at Oratory
Prep School in Summit, has been
included in “Who’s Who Among
American High School Students.”

He plans on pursuing a career in
business management and account-
ing.

Joseph has been employed as a
camp counselor at The Christopher
Academy in Scotch Plains for the last
two years. Before that, he volun-
teered his time in the classroom and
as a counselor-in-training.

Joseph is the son of Joseph M. and
Margaret Roselli Velotti. He is the
grandson of Julius Roselli and Jo-
seph Velotti, and the great-grandson
of the late Harry Roselli.

Long Range Objective
Features $17.5 Million

In School Improvements
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In her Facilities Committee re-
port issued to the Westfield Board
of Education on February 3, Chair-
woman of the committee, Darielle
M. Walsh, unveiled the board’s
long-range facilities plan, which
spans the present school year
through 2002-2003.

Among the priorities on which
the plan is based, number one is
“safety,” said Mrs. Walsh. The
total anticipated expenditure for
Westfield’s elementary, interme-
diate and senior high school fa-
cilities and administrative of-
fices is $17,516,000 over the
next five years, with the bulk of
the funds being used during
1999-2000.

The issue of a bond referendum
is presently in discussion among
Finance and Facilities Committee
members.

“The first step is to identify what
amount we would have in a bond
referendum,” said Mrs. Walsh.

“These nine facilities are our
most important assets,” she added.
“It’s important to take care of
them.”

Board member Keith S. Hertell
pointed out that some of the
projects outlined in the new plan
were previously identified in the
1996-1997 facilities plan. He said
they would now cost an additional
$72,000 to complete, and urged
the board to implement the projects

as planned so as not to incur addi-
tional costs.

Total expenditures for 1998-
1999 are est imated to be
$2,062,000.

The biggest projects would take
place at Westfield High School (in-
cluding completion of re-roofing,
renovation of portable classrooms,
lavatory renovation and conver-
sion of shops into standard class-
room space); the Elm Street Ad-
ministrative Offices (renovations
to comply with fire, safety and
accessibility codes); Edison Inter-
mediate (electrical upgrade and
complet ion of re-roof ing);
Roosevelt Intermediate (electrical
distribution, upgrade of the stage
lighting and auditorium sound sys-
tem), and Franklin Elementary
(exterior renovation completion
and electrical distribution).

In other business, the board ap-
proved a series of personnel items,
including acceptance of the resig-
nation of Human Resources Secre-
tary Sheila Nichols.

Under new business, board mem-
ber Ginger Hardwick asked about
the possibility of re-broadcasting
board meetings more frequently,
and ensuring that, when shown,
the meetings are broadcast in their
entirety.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley asked Lorre Korecky,
Coordinator of School and Com-
munity Relations, to make arrange-
ments for a morning broadcast.
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Westfield Chamber Names
Three New Board Members

WELCOME ABOARD…Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Chairman
Stan Baum, second from left, the owner of Scott Shoes, welcomes three new
directors to the chamber’s Board of Directors for 1998. Joining Mr. Baum,
pictured, left to right, are: Jim Brown, owner of the Windmill Restaurant;
Barbara Schwinn, President of the Westfield Art Association, and Mr. Schadt,
owner of Martin Richard Salon.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, which is celebrating its
50th anniversary of service to the
business community, has announced
the appointment of three new mem-
bers to its Board of Directors for
1998.

Jim Brown, Barbara Schwinn, and
Martin Schadt were elected to the
16-member board, which oversees
the chamber’s commitment to local
business issues affecting the economy
and quality of life of the Westfield
Area.

Mr. Brown opened the Windmill
Restaurant at 256 East Broad Street
in Westfield on November 14, 1997.
He was employed as a trader on the
New York Stock Exchange when he

decided to open the restaurant.
As a teenager, Mr. Brown worked

with his father at the Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue. After buying the
Windmill franchise in October, 1995,
he searched for a location, and fi-
nally found his spot near the Rialto
Theatre.

Ms. Schwinn is the President of
the Westfield Art Association and
has lived in the town for most of her
life. The Art Association offers art-
ists and art aficionados an opportu-
nity to learn, discuss, and exhibit
many aspects of fine arts.

An artist herself, Ms. Schwinn
looks forward “to working with the
Chamber members to make the art-
work of these talented artists more
visible to the community.”

Mr. Schadt is the owner of Martin
Richard Salon, 112 Elm Street. He
has worked in Westfield for over 20
years, and started his own salon seven
years ago.

“Westfield is one of the nicest towns
in New Jersey, and I would like to see
success for its downtown,” com-
mented Mr. Schadt.

Grant/Washington Musical
Showcases Alumni Talents

Grant/Washington School cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary last Fri-
day and Saturday with its production
of “The Big Five-O” at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield.

Written by Alice Barbiere, the
musical featured about 50 alumni.
For the opening number, entitled
“Welcome,” cast members dressed in
costumes from previous years when
they were members of the Parent
Teacher Association. Joining them
on stage were this year’s chorus mem-
bers.

The directors for this year’s show
were Joe Materek and Norma Nemec,
who performed in some of the num-
bers themselves. The alumni tap danc-
ers, along with the chorus and other
tap dancers, displayed their talents in
the showstopper “Anything Goes.”

This year’s men’s number, in which
the performers dressed as women,
was called “Take Back Your Mink.”
Other numbers included “The Men
in Black,” which opened to a stage
covered in smoke, and “Happy Days.”

The finale, “That’s Entertain-
ment,” included cast members, the
chorus and tap dancers, as well as

teachers and Washington Elemen-
tary School Principal Connie
Odell.

Producers for this year’s show were
Diane Fishman, Allison Fiorino, and
Mary Ann Kent. The annual produc-
tion serves as the major fundraiser
for Washington Elementary School.

GRAND FINALE…Chorus members from the Grant/Washington School’s 50th anniversary musical, “The Big Five-O”
gather together after performing the closing number “That’s Entertainment” last weekend at Roosevelt Intermediate
School. Approximately 50 alumni were featured in the production.

Michael Krivak Receives
NJWA Scholarship Award

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) has announced that
Michael Krivak of Westfield is the
recipient of this year’s Ruth Sell Schol-
arship Award.

The award recognizes a student’s
“hard work, practice and their con-
sistent achievement in performance
on a musical instrument,” according
to Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg,
founder and Executive Director of
the NJWA.

Fifteen-year-old Michael began
studying the violin at NJWA in the
first grade with Dr. Schlosberg. He
has also taken vocal lessons at the
Workshop.

In addition, he is a member of the
Musical Club of Westfield and the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, and was both
a soloist and Concert Master with the
Westfield All City Orchestra.

Michael is a student at the Delbarton
School in Morristown, where he has
maintained High Honors on the
Headmaster’s List since his freshman
year.

He participates in the Delbarton’s
men’s chorus, Schola Catorum, plays
violin in the school’s Abbey Orchestra
and performs with the Abbey Players,
while also continuing his vocal stud-
ies. He is also a member of Delbarton’s
Varsity Bowling Team.

He is involved with the Cranford
Repertory Theatre, and his resumé also
includes a 72-performance run in Pe-
ter Pan at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn.

A card-carrying member of the
Screen Actors Guild, Michael has had
parts in the feature films Sleepers and
The Devil’s Own.

The Ruth Sell Scholarship Award is
named in memory of Dr. Schlosberg’s
mother-in-law, a long-time patron of
the arts.

The NJWA, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield, is a non-

profit organization which offers cre-
ative experiences and training in the
arts for pre-school children through
adults.

Its divisions include The Music Stu-
dio, Kids “N” Arts, Tots “N” Arts, the

Westfield Fencing Club, the Westfield
Summer Workshop, the Westfield Art
Gallery, the Music Studio Summer
Band/Orchestra Workshop and the new
Drawing Workshop.

Michael Krivak

Century-Old Town Clock
Is Temporarily Stopped

For over a century the Town Clock,
which overlooks the Memorial Plaza
from the First United Methodist
Church, has been a faithful time-
piece to those who drive or walk
along Broad Street and North Av-
enue.

Recently restored, the 1886 E.
Howard clock was rededicated in
1994 for the Westfield Bicentennial
celebration. This great Grandfather
Clock has rested in two towers dur-
ing its lifetime. It was in 1910 that
the clock and the large bell, that tolls
the hour, were moved to the, then,
new church tower.

Over the years and into 1998,
people have depended on the clock
when shopping in downtown West-
field, or as they rush to catch their
trains or busses. Since the restora-
tion, the Town Clock has been as
accurate as most wrist watches, digi-
tal or analog, according to Town Bell
Master John R. Panosh.

Rarely does the clock vary by more
than a minute. But when it has not
been on time, some residents have
contacted Mr. Panosh, the restorer of
the clock, with a plea to “please cor-
rect the time.”

During this past December, the
clock was halted, dials were discon-
nected, and the clockworks were cov-
ered to permit needed repairs to the
tower that surrounds the clockworks
and bell. Although not visible from
the street, contractors have been busy
preparing the interior tower walls to
install steel bracing beams.

“For decades the weather, wind,
and elements have slowly taken their
toll. The bracing, when completed,
will keep the tower from shifting and
will further prevent cracks in the
expansive walls that form the four
sides of the tower.

“Pointing of the masonry will keep
moisture from the tower interior, thus
keep the clock mechanism and bell
dry for years to come,” said Mr.
Panosh.

For the die-hard clock watchers
and those citizens who perhaps be-
lieve that an ill fate has beset the
Town Clock, there is a silver lin-
ing.

When the construction is finished,
most likely by the spring of 1998, the
brilliant hands will again circle the
dials to keep Westfield on “Town
Clock” time.

DECA Students Sponsor
Activities on Free Enterprise

A FREE ENTERPRISE...Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen is shown here with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA marketing students Paul Valenzano,
Kamran Ahmed and Lauren McCourt, after signing a proclamation declaring
the week of January 25 to 30 as Free Enterprise Week in Scotch Plains. The
proclamation recognized DECA’s efforts to promote a free enterprise system,
particularly among the youth of the community.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School DECA Chapter, an associa-
tion of marketing students, have
been sponsoring a series of activi-
ties designed to promote the Free
Enterprise System.

The major focus has been aimed
at high school and middle school
students. DECA is sponsoring an
essay contest for high school stu-
dents on the topic, “What Free En-
terprise Means to My Future.”

They also visited Park Middle
School giving a presentation on eco-
nomics and free enterprise, and then
following up with a Jeopardy Chal-
lenge game. Also underway is a sur-
vey among high school students to
determine their knowledge and un-
derstanding of our economic system.

The purpose of the activities is to
make people, especially the youth,
more aware of the incentives pro-
vided in the Free Enterprise system.

FREE ENTERPRISE AND OUR FUTURE...Dave Budd, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA student is pictured here with the students from
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains. The students were among the participants
in DECA’s Free Enterprise Jeopardy Challenge.

Paul Muir Is Awarded
Degree From Bucknell
Paul Muir, the son of Carol and

Paul Muir of Mountainside, has
graduated from Bucknell University
in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Administration.

He is a graduate of Delbarton School
in Morristown.

While at Bucknell, he was a mem-
ber of Theta Chi fraternity.

Joseph G. Catanzaro
Achieves Dean’s List

At Bucknell University
Joseph G. Catanzaro, the son of

Barbara Catanzaro of Westfield,
is among those students who were
named to the Dean’s List for out-
standing academic achievement
at Bucknel l  Universi ty in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania for the
fall semester of the 1997-1998
academic year.

A student must earn a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of
4.0 to receive Dean’s List recogni-
tion.

Union County Offering
Elderly Outreach Services

The final days this month for se-
nior citizens to take advantage of
special outreach services offered by
Union County are Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, and Wednesday, February 25.

“County representatives will help

needy seniors to complete applica-
tions for special programs to help
them supplement their basic needs or
improve their lives,” said Freeholder
Lewis Mingo, Jr., liaison to the Divi-
sion on Aging. adding that staff from
the Outreach Services Program of-
fered by the Division on Aging in the
Department of Human Services can
conduct private interviews on request.

The special programs for people
who meet eligibility requirements are:

• LIFE LINE, which provides
credit toward gas and electric bills.

• PAAD offers discounts on medi-
cations.

• HEAP helps low-income seniors
pay heating bills.

• SSI offers Social Security in-
come for people who did not pay into
the system;

• CHIME provides information on
many health plans to people on Medi-
care.

• SHARE provides a supplement
to purchase food in return for com-
munity service.

Seniors in need of assistance should
go to the second floor of the Roselle
Borough Hall, 210 Chestnut Street in
Roselle, on February 19, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.; or the Proceed office, lo-
cated at 815 Elizabeth Avenue in Eliza-
beth on February 25 from 1 to 3 p.m.

For further information on the Out-
reach Program and other programs
offered by the Division on Aging,
please call the division’s toll-free
number at (888) 280-8226.

Local Residents Named
To Fall ’97 Dean’s List
At Fairfield University
Fairfield University has announced

that several local residents have been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
1997 semester.

To be selected, a student must at-
tain a grade point average of at least
3.5, out of a possible 4.0.

The students and their majors are:
Catherine O’Connor of Scotch Plains,
majoring in communication; and
from Westfield, Kerry J. Capone,
majoring in history; Heather L.
Dubitsky, a neuroscience major, and
Steven J. Kapuscinski, majoring in
mathematics.

SP-F Schools to Take Part
In Substance Awareness
Program March 1 to 8

During the week of Sunday, March
1, through Sunday, March 8, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district will
join school districts around the nation
in remembering those people whose
lives have been lost or damaged due to
drug and alcohol abuse.

To begin National Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) Drug and Alco-
hol Awareness Week, also known as
“Think Purple Week,” scouts will
tie purple ribbons around trees and
poles in the two towns on Saturday,
February 28.

The PTA’s at each school will pro-
vide purple ribbons for students and
faculty to wear during the week as
well as sponsor other activities to
foster an awareness of this issue.

Children at the elementary level
will make “I Am Special” dolls, repre-
senting themselves, which will be hung
in their respective schools for all to see
beginning Monday, March 2.

They will also write notes on purple
“hearts and hands” to 1998 graduat-
ing seniors with congratulatory and
anti-drug, alcohol and smoking
themes.

These will be displayed in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in June and then distributed to se-
niors. Students in the middle schools
will write a letter to the seniors with
similar messages. On Wednesday,
March 4, students and staff as well as
community members are encouraged
to wear purple.

GOLDEN MOMENT…Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger, far left, presents a
resolution last Friday congratulating Grant/Washington School on their 50th
anniversary show. The production, titled “The Big Five O,” featured many
school alumni in three performances at Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield. Joining Assemblyman Bagger, pictured left to right, are: Co-
Presidents of Washington School, Patti Dunstan and Gwen Cleaves, and former
Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe, Jr.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield Leadereadereadereadereader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, February 12, 1998 Page 9



Page 10  Thursday, February 12, 1998 The Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield LThe Westfield Leadereadereadereadereader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

� Director� Director� Director� Director� Directory to Houses of Worship �y to Houses of Worship �y to Houses of Worship �y to Houses of Worship �y to Houses of Worship �
ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-8047
Reverend Robert Griffiths

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
539 Trinity Place, Westfield

(908) 232-4250
Reverend Kevin Clark

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

1781 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains
(908) 889-5556
Bishop Kirk Bristol

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Deer Path & Meeting House Lane,

Mountainside
(908) 232-9490

Reverend Christopher R. Belden

CONGREGATION ARI YEHUDA
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(732) 541-4849
(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)(Rear entrance of Assembly of God Church)

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL
1920 Cliffwood Street, Scotch Plains

(908) 889-1830
Rabbi George Nudell

ECHO LAKE CHURCH OF CHRIST
419 Springfield Avenue, Westfield

(908) 233-4946
Dr. Ellis Long

EVANGEL CHURCH
1251 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-9300
Reverend Kevin M. Brennan

FANWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Martine & La Grande Avenues, Fanwood

(908) 889-8891
Reverend Stephanie Miller-McLane

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
170 Elm Street, Westfield

(908) 233-2278
Dr. Robert L. Harvey

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
257 Midway Avenue, Fanwood

(908) 322-8461

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
422 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 233-5029

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ

125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2494

Reverend Dr. John G. Wightman

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-9222
Reverend Sam Chong

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 233-4211
Reverend David F. Harwood

GRACE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1100 Boulevard, Westfield

(908) 233-3938 or (908) 232-4403
Reverend Stanford M. Sutton, Jr.

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
250 Gallows Hill Road, Westfield

(908) 233-8533
Reverend Dimitrios Antokas

HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Westfield Avenue & First Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8137
Reverend Joseph Masielio

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY RC CHURCH
1571 South Martine Avenue, Westfield

(908) 889-2100
Reverend John F. Kennedy

MOUNTAINSIDE CHAPEL
1180 Spruce Drive, Mountainside

(908) 232-3456
Reverend Dr. Gregory Hagg

OUR LADY OF LOURDES RC CHURCH
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside

(908) 232-1162
Reverend Patrick J. Leonard

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN WESTFIELD

140 Mountain Avenue
(908) 233-0301

Reverend Dr. William Ross Forbes

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield

(908) 232-1517
Reverend Paul E. Kritsch

ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-5192

Reverend Michael A. Merlucci

ST. HELEN’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

(908) 232-1214
Reverend Monsignor James A. Burke

ST. JOHN’S BAPTIST CHURCH
2387 Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6972
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, Jr.

ST. LUKE’S AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

500 Downer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-2547

Reverend Leon E. Randall

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
414 East Broad Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8506
Reverend Richard W. Reid

SCOTCH PLAINS BAPTIST CHURCH
333 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-5487
Reverend Charles Carter

TEMPLE BETH O’R/BETH TORAH
111 Valley Road, Clark

(732) 381-8403
Rabbi Shawn B. Zell

TERRILL ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7151
Michael C. Seaman

TERRILL ROAD BIBLE CHAPEL
535 Terrill Road, Fanwood

(908) 322-4055

WILLOW GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

(908) 232-5678
Reverend Kenneth G. Hetzel

WOODSIDE CHAPEL
5 Morse Avenue, Fanwood

(908) 889-2375

Adult Forum at First Baptist
To Focus on Dead Sea Scrolls

The Adult Forum of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, slated
for Sunday, February 15, from 9:15
to 10:15 a.m. in the church lounge,
will focus on the Dead Sea Scrolls
and their relation to the New Testa-
ment.

Members of the public are wel-
come to attend this lecture by Dr.
Dee Dee Turlington, Minister of
Christian Education and Evange-
lism at the church.

Dr. Turlington recently attended
a Biblical Archeology Society semi-
nar on “Qumran, Judaism, and
Christian Origins.” The Dead Sea
Scrolls have provoked sensational
claims about errors in the Bible
and in the church’s understanding
of Jesus, according to Dr.
Turlington.

Such claims are largely over-

Art Teacher to Present
Program on Origami

For Temple Sisterhood
Karen Platt, Program Vice Presi-

dent of the Sisterhood of Temple
Beth El in Cranford, has announced
that Hannah Lieberman will present
a program on origami to the Sister-
hood on Tuesday, February 17, at 8 p.
m. at the synagogue, located at 338
Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Ms. Lieberman, a graduate of the
Tyler School of Art in Philadelphia
and a former art teacher, will talk
about and demonstrate the Japanese
art of folding paper.

Rita Schwartz and Sandra
Springer, Co-Presidents, will pre-
side at a short business meeting.

Linda Kendler and Greta
Polonitza, Hospitality Chairwomen,
are in charge of refreshments.

The Judaica Shop, under the di-
rection of Harriet Scheiner, will be
open.

The public is invited to attend. For
more information, please call the
synagogue at (908) 276-9231.

drawn, she stated, noting that “the
Scrolls truly are sensational be-
cause they are an ancient library
from the time of Hillel and Jesus.”

The 800 documents represented
(many only by fragments) include
books of the Hebrew Bible, com-
mentaries on them, and sectarian
writings describing the Jewish
group that lived at Qumran, on the
shores of the Dead Sea.

The history of this group pre-
cedes the time of Jesus and ends in
68 C.E., when Christianity is de-
fining itself as a religion separate
from Judaism.

The writings therefore provide
insight into the culture influencing
John the Baptist and Jesus. Dr.
Turlington’s lecture will focus on
parallels and differences between
the Scrolls and the New Testament.

Catholic Golden Age Members
To Learn Art of Line Dancing
Retired choreographer Joe Harko

will lead the Scotch Plains Chapter
of the Catholic Golden Age in line
dancing at their next meeting slated
for Sunday, February 15.

The meeting will begin at 1:30
p.m. at the Parish Hall of St.
Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic
Church, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Attendees
should enter through the rectory side
of the building.

Also, reservations will be accepted

Holy Trinity to Present
Hymn Festival Sunday
The Roman Catholic Church of

the Holy Trinity, located at Westfield
Avenue and First Street in Westfield,
will present the fourth annual Hymn
Festival in the church on Sunday,
February 15, at 4 p.m.

The festival, which is being pre-
sented as part of the celebration of
the Parish’s 125th anniversary, will
feature congregational singing as-
sisted by the Holy Trinity Choir and
instruments, including brass quartet
and timpani, woodwinds, handballs,
Orff instruments and organ.

The hymns, with narration written
for the occasion, will be organized
around the theme, “Te Deum
laudamus: God, We Praise You.”

The public is invited to attend the
festival which is free.

‘Crossroads’ Ministry
Held Friday Evenings

At Evangel Church
The “Crossroads” Christian

singles ministry, for individuals age
23 and older, meets on Fridays at 8
p.m. for worship and Bible study at
the Evangel Church, 1251 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

Refreshments and fellowship are
included as part of the program.
For more information and direc-
tions, please call the church at (908)
322-9300.

Temple Plans Programs
To Mark Anniversaries

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah in
Clark will celebrate its 40th anniver-
sary, as well as the 50th anniversary
of the state of Israel, with a series of
programs on Friday and Saturday,
April 3 and 4.

Among the highlights of the week-
end will be a special evening service
on April 3 beginning at 8:30 p.m.
featuring a guest speaker, and a pre-
sentation by the children of the
synagogue’s religious school. The
theme of the evening will be “Israel’s
50th.”

On Saturday, Shabbat morning
services, beginning at 9:15 a.m.,
will focus on the theme “L’Dor
V’Dor (From Generation to Gen-
eration)” and will highlight the
synagogue’s many multigenera-
tional families.

The celebration will culminate on
Saturday evening with a gala dinner-
dance at the temple, located at 111
Valley Road.

The synagogue will also publish a
commemorative ad journal in honor
of longtime members David and
Elaine Ravich of Clark. Tickets for
the event are $90 per person.

For further information on Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah or the April 3
and 4 Anniversary Celebration,
please call the synagogue at (732)
381-8403.

for upcoming attractions including a
trip to Resorts Casino in Atlantic
City on Wednesday, March 25, at a
cost of $18 per person.

Also coming up is the Hunt’s
Landing day trip, on Monday, April
20, for a Country and Western Fes-
tival including a family style break-
fast upon arrival. Entertainment
throughout the day features a live
band, dancing, an open bar and
contests.

The day-long festival will be topped
off with a chuckwagon buffet feast.
The cost of the trip is cost $43.

Reservations are still being ac-
cepted for the Hawaii “Fun Ship”
Jubilee slated for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 30, through Monday, Octo-
ber 12. Ocean-view cabins are still
available for the group.

On Sunday, February 15, mem-
bers are invited to bring a friend to
the chapter meeting. New members
are always invited to join the club.

For more information on the club
or trip reservations, please call (908)
232-4842 or (908) 889-2152.

EDUCATORS HONORED…Seven educators from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district were recently honored as mini-grant recipients
during a reception hosted by the Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. This year’s recipients, pictured left to right, are: Anthony
Arno and Pat Arnao, both from McGinn Elementary School; Bernadette
Hoyer, Brunner Elementary School; Joan Costello, McGinn School; Terene
Lebrecque, Elementary School One; Heide Griswold, Coles Elementary
School, and Jeff Grysko, School One. The foundation awards mini-grants
annually as a way of recognizing the innovation, dedication and talent of local
educators.

FASHION FUN…Cadette Girl Scouts from Roosevelt Troop No. 99 recently
visited the Union County Vocational-Technical Cosmetology School in Scotch
Plains. The girls, working a badge called “From Fitness to Fashion,” visited Pat
Scala’s Senior Cosmetology afternoon class, where the students gave each scout
a new hairstyle. Many of the girls also enjoyed a manicure. Pictured, left to
right, are: first row, Kate Warren, Erin Sullivan, and Shari Thomashow;
second row, Ashley Yarusi, Emily Warren, Rachel Lazar, Kate Albino, Leigh
Mary Bannworth, Lauren Musacchia and Lauren McCrea; third row, Lily
Flast, MaryKate Maher, Brooke Austin, Katherine Nicole, Lauren Bannworth,
Christin Connor and Claire Ganley. Mrs. Scala’s cosmetology class is in the last
row. Troop leaders are Mary Bannworth and Jean DeLuca.

CIRCLE OF CHILDREN…These youngsters were part of Marianne Reynolds’
1988 Presbyterian Nursery School class. The school is celebrating its 50th
anniversary on Sunday, April 26, and honoring Frances Ehrnman, who for
many years was a teacher and Director at the school. Pictured, clockwise from
far right, are: Peter Meyers, Tara Dowling, Matthew Leiz, Michael Nahaczewski,
Courtney Thrower, Jessica Holloway, Gabriele Schwartz, Anne Timmins and
Amelia Harris.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE: Oh Holy
St. Jude, apostle and martyr,
great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special
patronage in time of need, to
you I have recourse from the
depth of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given
such great power to come to my
assistance. Help me in my urgent
petition. In return I promise to
make your name known and
cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, Hail Mary's
and Gloria's. Publication must
be promised. St. Jude, pray for
us all who invoke your aid, Amen.
This novena has never been
known to fail. This novena must
be said for nine consecutive
days. – L.E.D.

Charles Banks to Perform
At First Methodist Church

Charles Banks

Charles Banks, organist and choir-
master at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
of Westfield, will present a concert of
organ music at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
February 22, at the First United Meth-
odist Church, 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Composers represented on the pro-
gram will include Mendelssohn,
Manz, Saint-Saëns, Vierne, and

Lanqetuit.
A native of Western North Caro-

lina, Mr. Banks was awarded a Bach-
elor of Music Degree in Sacred Mu-
sic from Westminster Choir College
in Princeton in 1985.

In 1992, he received a Master of
Music Degree with highest honors in
Organ Performance. Presently, Mr.

Banks is completing studies at
Westminster for a Master of Music
Degree in Sacred Music.

Minister of Music at St. Paul’s
since 1986, Mr. Banks is also an
active concert organist.

For the past three seasons, Mr.
Banks has been a featured recitalist
on the Princeton University After-
noon Concert Series and will re-
turn there to play again in May.
During the summer months, Mr.
Banks is organist and choirmaster
at the Cathedral of All Souls in
Asheville, North Carolina, where
he also performs annual concerts as
part of the Cathedral’s Arts and
Crafts celebration.

For more information about the
program, please call the First United
Methodist Church at (908) 233-4211.

Professor Emeritus to Speak
On Role of Christian Poetry
The Reverend Dr. James

Livingston, Professor Emeritus of
Literature at Drury College in Spring-
field, Missouri, will lead the discus-
sion on “The Power of Christian
Poetry: Aid for Our Spiritual Jour-
ney” in the Triangle Class at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
three consecutive Sundays, begin-
ning February 22.

Dr. Livingston was Chairman of
the Department of English for 12
years and Chairman of Humanities
and Fine Arts at Drury College for
three years before retiring in 1995.

He is an ordained Christian minis-
ter and served churches on a part-
time basis in Texas, Chicago and
throughout southwest Missouri.

Dr. Livingston is a published au-
thor and he has led tours abroad with
his wife, Carolyn Wellman
Livingston, a former Westfield resi-
dent.

All are invited to attend this pro-
gram, which is being held in the

Parish House of The Presbyterian
Church, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. On each of the designated
Sundays, the program will begin at
9:15 a.m.

Pancake Breakfast
Slated for February 22
At Holy Trinity Church
The Parish Life Committee of the

Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield is sponsoring its annual
Pre-Lenten Pancake Breakfast in the
school cafeteria on Sunday, February
22, after the 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. Masses.

The cost is $4 for adults and $3 for
children. There is a maximum cost
of $15 per family. All are invited to
attend.

The event is part of Holy Trinity’s
125th anniversary celebration.

Holy Trinity Announces
Annual Hymn Festival
As part of the celebration of the

parish’s 125th anniversary, the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield has invited the public to
attend the Fourth Annual Hymn Fes-
tival on Sunday, February 15.

The event, which begins at 4 p.m.,
will be held in the church at West-
field Avenue and First Street.

This festival provides opportuni-
ties for the audience to sing hymns
with the assistance of the Holy Trin-
ity Choir, brass, woodwinds,
handbells, Orff instruments, organ
and narrator.

Admission is free. Reservations
are not required.
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� � � � � ObituariesObituariesObituariesObituariesObituaries � � � � � Louis Neumann, 84, Rutgers Graduate
Was Executive at Benjamin Moore

Louis W. Neumann, 84, of
Westborough, Massachusetts, died
on Thursday, February 5, at home.

Born and raised in Carteret, he
had lived in Scotch Plains before
moving to Westborough.

Mr. Neumann had been an Assis-
tant Vice President of the Eastern
Division of the Benjamin Moore Paint
Company in Montville prior to his
retirement in 1978 after 50 years
with the company.

He graduated in 1954 from Rutgers
University with a bachelor’s degree
in chemistry. In 1956, he earned a
master’s degree in economics, also
from Rutgers University.

Mr. Neumann was a member of
the Westborough Country Club, the
Worcester Country Club and the
Southboro Rod and Gun Club. He
also was a member of the Echo Lake
Country Club and the Lafayette Lodge
of Masons in Carteret.

Doris W. Allen, 88
Doris W. Allen, 88, of Normandy

Farms Estates, Blue Bell, Montgom-
ery County, Pennsylvania, died on
Tuesday, February 3, in Abington
Memorial Hospital in Abington,
Pennsylvania.

Born in Philadelphia she was the
daughter of the late Robert and
Harriet (Seiz) Ward. She had lived in
Westfield before moving to
Normandy Farms with her husband
in 1984.

She was a graduate of Germantown
High School and attended Dillons
Secretarial School in Philadelphia.

Mrs. Allen was a member of the
First Congregational Church in West-
field and the Westfield Woman’s
Club.

Surviving are her husband of 63
years, Edmund C. Allen; a son, Rob-
ert W. Allen of Highland, Maryland;
a daughter, Susan A. Delin of
Bedminster, Pennsylvania; five
grandchildren, and one great-grand-
daughter.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, February 7, at Normandy
Farms Estates. Interment will take
place in the First Congregational
Church Memorial Garden at a time
to be arranged by the family.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, 625 West
Ridge Pike, Building A, Suite 100,
Conchohocken, Pennsylvania,
19428-1190.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Huff and Lakjer Fu-
neral Home in Lansdale, Pennsylva-
nia.

February 12, 1998

Agnes M. Volenski, 85
Agnes M. Volenski, 85, of North

Plainfield died on Tuesday, February
3, at Villa Maria Health Care Facility
in North Plainfield.

Born in Hanover Township, Penn-
sylvania, she had lived in Bayonne
before moving to Westfield in 1962.
She lived in Westfield for 30 years
before moving to North Plainfield
four years ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Bruno Volenski, in 1988.

Surviving are a son, Leonard T.
Volenski of Springfield; a daughter,
Theresa Larino of Toms River; three
brothers, Stanley Kuczynski of Flush-
ing, New York, Joseph Kuczynski of
North Branch, and Edward
Kuczynski of Staten Island; a sister,
Sophie Stepanek of Bayonne; four
grandchildren, and four great-grand-
children.

A Funeral Mass was offered at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield on Saturday, February 7.

Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, in Fanwood.

February 12, 1998

William E. Ball, 90
William E. Ball, 90, of Hollywood,

Florida, died on Thursday, January
29, at Memorial Regional Hospital
in Hollywood.

Born in Canada, Mr. Ball had lived
in Warren and in Scotch Plains for
about 30 years before moving to
Hollywood in 1984.

He had been a tool and die maker
with a New Jersey automobile manu-
facturer.

Mr. Ball had been a member of the
Hollywood Moose No. 919, where he
was a past officer; Moose Legion of
South Florida No. 46, Triangle Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 392, Mahi Temple
AAONMS of Miami, where he was a
32nd-degree Mason, and the Holly-
wood Shrine Club.

He also was a past exalted ruler,
secretary and charter member of
Watchung Hills Elks No. 2252.

Surviving are his wife, Mary E.
Phillips Ball; a son, Donald Ball of
Missouri City, Texas; a daughter,
Joan Vincent of Draper, Utah; a step-
son, Harris Phillips of Mentor, Ohio;
a stepdaughter, Jane Barone of North
Plainfield; two brothers, Percy Ball
of Akron, New York and Raymond
Ball of Newfane, New York; a sister,
Irene Wallace of Lockport, New York;
11 grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service was held
Thursday, February 5, at the Panciera
Memorial Home in Hollywood.

February 12, 1998

William Westcott Halfpenny, 87,
Owned Local Newsstand for 44 Years

Surviving are two daughters, Lois
McGee and Carolyn Mattson; a
brother, August Neumann, and three
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, February 9, at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church in Westborough.

Arrangements were handled by the
Westborough Funeral Home.

February 12, 1998

William Westcott Halfpenny, 87, a
lifelong resident of Westfield, died
on Tuesday, February 3, in Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Mr. Halfpenny had owned and
operated a newspaper stand at the
Westfield train station for 44 years,

Richard Fennel, 88, Was Accountant;
Had Worked Abroad for Mobil Oil

Richard Fennel, 88, of
Mountainside died on Wednesday,
February 4, at home.

Born in Roslyn, Long Island, he
had lived in Roselle Park before his
employment took him abroad. He
had lived in Mountainside since
1969.

Mr. Fennel had been an accoun-
tant for the Port of New York Author-
ity for seven years, retiring in 1979.
Prior to that, he had been employed
for many years in the financial field
for Mobil Oil, holding various posi-
tions in countries throughout the

prior to retiring in 1979. Before that,
he had worked for the now defunct
Union News.

Surviving are a nephew, Gerald
Halfpenny of West Orange; a great
niece, and two great nephews.

The funeral was held on Friday,
February 6, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, Watterson Place, Westfield,
07090.

February 12, 1998

world until retiring in 1968.
Surviving are his wife, Mildred

Yorkland Fennel; a son, Richard E.
Fennel of Hazlet, and three grand-
children.

Graveside services were held on
Saturday, February 7, at the Ever-
green Cemetery in Hillside.

Arrangements were handled by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation.

February 12, 1998
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NEW ASSOCIATE...Burgdorff ERA
Realtors recently announced that
Catherine McGale has joined the com-
pany as a Sales Associate in their
Fanwood office, located at 256 South
Avenue. Ms. McGale has been a Real-
tor since 1984 and is familiar with the
New Jersey market, especially the
Scotch Plains, Plainfield, Cranford and
Mountainside areas. She achieved
membership in the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Realtors’ Million Dollar Sales
Club in 1987 and received an office
award at her previous company for
million dollar production in 1996. Ms.
McGale is a member the Westfield,
Somerset and Garden State Boards of
Realtors.

Frank Isoldi Named Top
Realtor by State Group

Frank Isoldi

Roger Love, President of the
Greater Union County Association
of Realtors, has announced that Frank
D. Isoldi has been named 1997 Real-
tor of the Year.

He received the honor at the recent
New Jersey Association of Realtors
convention held in Atlantic City.

Frank, owner and President of
Isoldi Associates in Westfield, was
selected as Realtor of the Year for his
many voluntary activities on behalf
of the association, both at the local
and state levels.

In 1997, the Westfield Board of
Realtors merged with the Greater
Eastern Union County Association
of Realtors to become the Greater
Union County Association.

Mr. Isoldi was Co-Chairman with
Carmen-Imgrund of the Realtor
Community Service for two years,
where they actively involved the as-
sociation members in various com-
munity service projects. They suc-
cessfully spearheaded the semi-an-
nual blood and food drives, the popu-
lar tired towels and toiletries collec-
tion, women’s business clothing and
donations of coats, sweaters and mit-
tens/gloves.

Members of the community also
donated their time or contributed to
these undertakings. All of the items
received were distributed to local
agencies in Union County to help
those in need.

In addition, Mr. Isoldi is a member
of the Board of Trustees of the Bobby
Fund, a charitable foundation estab-
lished by the Westfield Board of Re-
altors in 1987, for chronically or
terminally ill children.

During his tenure, financial aid
has been given to several local young-
sters needing lifts in their specially
equipped van or at home, towards
prosthetics, and to purchase a com-
puter for a learning disabled child.

Funds were raised through mem-
ber donations, a community theater
evening and an annual raffle.

Mr. Isoldi served on the Board of
Directors during 1997 for the former
Westfield Board.

With the termination of its Mul-
tiple Listing Service (MLS), he co-
chaired the Liaison Committee to
the Garden State MLS and served in
an advisory capacity at the meetings
of the Garden State MLS.

“Frank epitomizes true Realtor
spirit. He is always willing to volun-
teer and take on another responsibil-
ity, doing it with skill, courtesy and
tact,” said Mr. Love.

He continued in stating that,
“Frank is a great representative of
the younger generation in real estate.

I feel proud he is 1998 Chairman of
our Realtor Sales Committee and
again serves on our Board of Direc-
tors.”

Members are selected as Realtor of
the Year based on their contribution
to the advance of the community, the
cause of Realtors, the interest of their
profession and their clients and in-
volvement in humanitarian services.

JOINING BURGDORFF...Dorothea
A. Baun has joined the Fanwood office
of Burgdorff ERA Realtors as a Sales
Associate in their Fanwood office, lo-
cated at 256 South Avenue. Ms. Baun
has been a Realtor in the area for over
25 years, and has worked with major
corporations helping them to relocate
executives. She is a member of the
Somerset, Westfield and Middlesex
Boards of Realtors, has achieved mem-
bership in the New Jersey Association
of Realtors’ Million Dollar Sales Club
(1985-1990) and has received numer-
ous sales and listing awards in her
office. Ms. Baun is active in the East-
ern Star community organization and
has supported local hospital fund-rais-
ing. She attended Vale Business School
and the Union Professional School of
Real Estate.


