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HOLIDAY HARMONY…These four students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School recently performed at the new New Jersey Performing Arts Center
in Newark as part of the All State Chorus. The 1997 chorus also performed at
the New Jersey Teachers’ Conference in November in Atlantic City. Pictured,
left to right, are: Jerry Kavinski, Christian Sorge, Dan Gosiecki and Yuki
Gibson, all of whom are very active in the Music Program at the high school.
They perform together as a barbershop quartet in the school’s annual holiday
concert in December.

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES…These area students recently attended The
Christopher Academy of Westfield’s 35th anniversary celebration. All three
attended the academy as young children between the ages of 3 and 6. Pictured,
left to right, are: Lyndsay Kraw of Warren, now a sophomore at Mount St. Mary
Academy in Watchung, Joseph Velotti of Rahway and Dustin Davis of Westfield,
both seniors at Oratory Prep School in Summit. Both Joseph and Dustin have
been named to “Who’s Who Among American High School Students.”

Governor Signs Measure
For Senior Tax Relief

Sen. DiFrancesco’s Law Freezes Property Taxes
Legislation sponsored by state

Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, that will protect the
state’s most financially vulnerable
senior citizens from spiraling prop-
erty taxes was signed into law January
14 by Governor Christine Todd
Whitman.

Senator DiFrancesco said the goal
of the new law is to help New Jersey’s
most financially strapped citizens keep
their homes.

“This is a first step in the right
direction in providing greater prop-
erty tax relief to New Jersey residents,
especially to those who need it most,”
said Senator DiFrancesco.

“This program is good for our par-
ents and grandparents who will be
protected from the loss of their home
because of escalating property taxes.
It is also a benefit to New Jersey
communities who benefit from the
investment our seniors and disabled
citizens have made in the neighbor-
hoods in which they live,” he ex-
plained.

The new law would essentially
freeze property taxes for about
150,000 senior citizen households in
New Jersey, according to Senator
DiFrancesco.

The legislation was introduced
last May by the Senate President,
Senator Leonard Connors and As-
sembly Speaker Jack Collins to re-
spond to a growing crisis among
the elderly who are unable to afford
property tax increases because of
their fixed and limited retirement
incomes, according to Senator
DiFrancesco’s spokeswoman
Renee M. Trabert.

The law will guarantee low-income
elderly residents and disabled citi-
zens that their property taxes will
never be higher than they were in
1997 as long as the senior or dis-
abled citizen remains eligible for the
state’s Pharmaceutical Assistance
to the Aged and Disabled (PAAD)
program.

Under the measure, 1997 would be
set as a base year for a property tax
freeze for PAAD beneficiaries. The
state would provide a property tax
reimbursement benefit for qualified
seniors and disabled citizens for in-
creases in actual property taxes paid
above the 1997 base year.

The program is to be administered
by the State Treasury and is to cost
$20 million in the first year, Ms. Trabert
explained.

To be eligible for the program, appli-
cants must be:

• 65 years or older or permanently
disabled.

• Residents of New Jersey for at
least 10 years.

• Own a home.
• Qualified as a PAAD recipient,

with a maximum $17,550 income for a
single person or $21,519 for married
seniors or disabled persons.

Senator DiFrancesco repre-
sents the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict which includes Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside.

Area Students Inducted Into Honor
Societies for Foreign Languages

The Foreign Language National Honor
Society at Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains recently inducted members
into both the French Honor Society and
the Spanish Honor Society.

In order to be considered for member-
ship, a student should be in at least the
fifth semester of foreign language study,
attain a grade of “B plus,” evidence inter-
est and concern for the foreign language
customs, cultures and people, excel in
performance and demonstrate an above-
average proficiency in the language.

Albert Nodar of Westfield was among
nine students who were accepted into the
Societe Honoraire de Francais.

Gina Hernandez and Thomas Werner
of Scotch Plains and Tiana Mayes of
Westfield were among 23 students accepted
into the Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica.

Bruce Zehnle, moderator of this group
and Chairman of the Foreign Language
Department, conducted the ceremony.

The ceremony took place in the lobby
of Union Catholic with family, faculty
and friends in attendance.

Musical Club Slates
Scholarship Auditions

Annual auditions for the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield College Schol-
arship will be held on Saturday,
April 25, at the Baptist Church on
Elm Street in Westfield.

Applicants must be high school
seniors who will be full-time music
majors in an accredited college or
conservatory and are in need of
financial assistance.

For an application, please call
(908) 232-7414.

Area Oak Knoll Students
Named to Honor Roll

Several area residents recently
achieved first honors or were named
to the honor roll for the first trimester
at Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child
in Summit.

Students earning first honors re-
ceive no grade lower than an “A.”
Students on the honor roll receive no
grade lower than “B.”

From Scotch Plains, the students
who received First Honors included
Katherine Abramson, grade 8; Birgit
Unfried, grade 10, and Samantha
Werres, grade 12.

Township students named to the
honor roll included Laura Mazzucca,
grade 9, and Karli Perrine, grade 10.

Westfield students who made First
Honors included Larissa Curlik, grade
7, and Tracy Evans, grade 10. Those
who made the Honor Roll included
Sara Pankratz, grade 8, and Maire
Abraham and Colleen Higgins, both
grade 11.

From Mountainside, students who
made the honor roll include Stephanie

DeVos, Grade 7, and Cynthia Fisher
and Nicole Kress, both in grade 10.

Oak Knoll School is a Catholic inde-
pendent school. The school is coedu-
cational from Kindergarten through
grade 6 and for young women only in
grades 7 through 12.

Women’s Group Taking
Part in Awards

The Berkeley Heights, Clark and
Westfield Business and Professional
Women (BCW/BPW) is participating
in the Career Development Awards
(CDA) sponsored by the New Jersey
Federation of Business and Profes-
sional Women.

Awards are presented for the pur-
pose of either study, training or re-
training that will qualify the applicant
for career development or employ-
ment or the purchase of equipment for
starting and/or expanding an existing
business that is at least 50 percent
owned by the applicant.

An applicant must be 25 years old or
over as of Friday, May 1. Awards are
based on financial need.

For more information or an applica-
tion form, please call (908) 245-3682 no
later than Saturday, February 28.

Ms. Sullivan Coaches
Winning Physics Team
At Mother Seton H.S.
The physics team from Mother

Seton Regional High School in Clark
recently captured first place honors
in its district during the opening round
of competition of the New Jersey Sci-
ence League.

Members of Mother Seton’s team
are enrolled in advanced placement
and honors courses. The team is
coached by Katherine Sullivan of
Mountainside, a member of Mother
Seton’s Science Department, who
holds a master’s degree in Engineer-
ing from New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology.

Booster Association Thanks All
Who Supported 1997 Fundraisers

The Westfield School Boosters Asso-
ciation and its 50-member Executive Com-
mittee would like to thank the residents of
Westfield and our local business partners
for supporting our fundraising efforts
throughout 1997.

As you know, the primary objective of
the Booster Association is to provide
assistance and recognition to Westfield
High School student athletes. Over the
past 30 years, through the generosity of
our community and its neighboring friends,
we have been able to award 196 scholar-
ships to scholar athletes, and have pro-
vided more than $170,000 in sports equip-
ment to augment the high school athletic
budget.

We thank you, our supporters, for the
success of our major fundraising activities
which have included:

Booster Buttons — Each September
the members of the Booster Executive
Committee, with the support of the cheer-
leaders and athletes, solicit funds from the
sale of Booster Buttons.

Football Programs — This is one of
our major fund raisers. We thank the many
advertisers and patrons who have helped

to support one of the most robust pro-
gram guides within the State of New
Jersey.

Fall Dinner-Dance — Held each
October in the Westfield Armory, this has
been an extremely popular event for neigh-
bors to meet and re-connect while listen-
ing and dancing to music from the 60’s,
70’s & 80’s.

Super Bowl Raffle — The winner
receives two tickets for the Super Bowl,
air transportation, limo service to and
from Newark Airport, auto rental and
hotel accommodations.

“550” Club  — Donation solicitation
during first quarter of year. “550” signifies
the number of people that we hope will
forward a tax deductible contribution to
help support the approximate 550 stu-
dent athletes within our high school sys-
tem.

We look forward to working with you
all again as we enter 1998. We wish each
and every one of you a healthy and pros-
perous new year!

Jon C. Abeles
Westfield School Booster

Executive Committee
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