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Happy Hanukkah

Westfield Residents
Protest Proposed Hike
In Parking Permit Fees

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Outraged Westfield residents and
commuters took to the microphone
and took no prisoners when they
expressed their anger at a recent Town
Council meeting where council mem-
bers were about to vote on a proposal
to boost the parking meter rate by
100 percent.

John Cassidy of Hawthorne Drive
began his comments to the council by
stating, �You have now gotten all of
our attention.�

He told Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and the council that he is familiar
with people who have considered
moving to Westfield, but are now
discouraged about the Westfield area
because they are aware of the town�s
parking problem.

In a telephone interview with The
Westfield Leader, Mr. Cassidy stated
that when prospective residents learn
of the three-year waiting list at the

South Avenue train station parking
lot, they find it to be �a big turnoff.�

During the council meeting, he
stated that the council�s solution to
the crisis should be �holistic,� or
�one, big effort.� He also agreed that
there should be a jitney service in the
town.

Mr. Cassidy, a public financial
banker, said that he believed the
council�s vote was �acceptable.� He
added that he was happy the council
initially proposed a 100 percent in-
crease because it grabbed everyone�s
attention.

Calling the vote �a good compro-
mise,� Mr. Cassidy acknowledged
that the council had to propose an
increase before presenting a concrete
plan to back it up.

�We are moving toward the 21st
century and we need a parking sys-
tem for the 21st century,� he stated.

Mr. Cassidy maintained his view

Priorities and Needed Improvements Defined
For School Administration Building on Elm

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield School Administra-
tion Building, located on Elm Street,
requires a number of improvements

which include a new elevator,
restroom renovations, and fire safety
upgrades.

Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools, reported that the

Voters to Decide Fate of $11.7 Mil. Bond
For Classrooms, Improvements at Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With Westfield voters scheduled to
head to the polls this Tuesday, De-
cember 15, to decide the fate of an
$11.7 million school bond, propo-
nents say the bond is necessary to
lower elementary class size and to
achieve major repairs.

Meanwhile, some opponents ar-
gue that additional classrooms are
not needed, while others have indi-
cated another bond will be needed
regardless of what happens Tuesday.

The bond question seeks voter ap-
proval to build 15 additional class-
rooms at two elementary schools.
Nine rooms would be built at Franklin
School, with the remaining rooms
added to McKinley School. A library
addition is also proposed at Wilson
Elementary School.

In addition, the bond also includes
major capital and technological im-
provements. In fact, only 40 percent
of the bond is actually earmarked for
classrooms.

School officials and Board of Edu-
cation members say the bond is needed
to alleviate overcrowding in the el-
ementary schools, and to conduct
major repairs at the district�s aging
schools, many of which are over 55

years old.
A $7.6 million bond to build 26

classrooms at elementary schools was
defeated four years ago.

The district opened new additions
at Jefferson and Wilson Elementary
Schools just last year. The funds for
those rooms, which totaled around
$2.6 million and which was paid for
out of surplus rather than increasing
taxes, could not have been achieved
under current state laws, according
to Susan Jacobson, current Finance
Committee Chairwoman and a former
Board President.

Mrs. Jacobson noted that districts
like Westfield face a 3 percent cap in
spending increases over the previous
year�s budget. On top of that, the
district is only allowed to set aside 6
percent of the budget in surplus or
�fund balance.� Anything over that
amount must be used for tax relief.

�Our hands are tied by the state. I
mean, we just can�t do anything else,�
she said in discussing the proposed
bond.

�I think everything there (in the
bond) is what needs to get done now.
Everything included in the bond is
justifiable and necessary,� she em-
phasized.

Mrs. Jacobson said the district�s

only improved item yet to be estab-
lished is the addition of the building�s
elevator.

During this year, the Board of Edu-
cation opened and received bids for
the construction of the elevator, later
approving a bid in November for
$404,000 from Ward & O�Donnell of
Linden.

The board received bids from
Marigliano & Sons, Inc. of Dunellen
for $439,000; Carter Contracting
Company of Union for $486,520,
and Oradell Construction Company
of Roseland for $547,800, before giv-
ing Ward & O�Donnell the green
light.

According to a letter from Board
Business Administrator Robert A.
Berman, �the low bid contractor has
completed several projects for the
district in the past.�

Dr. Foley revealed that the elevator
will accomplish necessary compli-
ance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

Mr. Berman explained that meet-
ings for the elevator addition have
already begun, and will continue in
the coming months.

He added that construction of the

elevator should begin within the next
few weeks, or as early as Friday,
January 1.

The Business Administrator stated
that the Board of Education hopes to
open bids to contractors as early as
January for renovations to restrooms
in the building.

Such renovations would include
the bathrooms on the first floor of the
building. Dr. Foley noted that these
facilities are currently housed in two
small water closets. He would like
them to be transformed into bath-
rooms.

Mr. Berman added that, if pos-
sible, he would like to include the
renovations of the second floor
restrooms and the expansion of the
back walls past the restrooms, in
order to create one continuous wall.

He noted that the renovations to
the restrooms might total approxi-
mately $100,000, making the board
reach its cap of $500,000.

The Superintendent reported that
a stairway in the building contains
painted wire glass which needs to be
removed. He has labeled this project

enrollment is rising rapidly at the
elementary level, noting that the cur-
rent kindergarten class district-wide
contains 490 children, while the
Westfield High School senior class
has 290 students.

�That�s a lot of kids. We don�t have
the room for that. And that isn�t
temporary,� she observed, adding that
births in Westfield the past four years
have all been in the 400 range.

The Finance Committee Chair-
woman said class size cannot be com-
pared to past decades due to the addi-
tional space now needed for com-
puter work stations

She said the Advanced Learning
Program (ALP) and pre-kindergar-
ten programs are housed at the inter-
mediate level due to lack of space in
the elementary schools. She said pas-

Proposed Bond Items
PROJECT DESCRIPTION Project Cost
WILSON ELEMENTARY
Replace Flat Roof $114,950
Lavatory Renovation
          1st floor $175,000
          2nd floor $175,000
Library Expansion
          El Associates cost estimate $254,400
Cabling Classrooms and Library $98,300

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY
Mechanical Renovation
          Univent digital controls $50,000
Lavatory Renovation
          1st floor by multipurpose room $150,000

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Organizations Lament NJ Transit Decision
To Remove Banners From Town Overpasses

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

GETTING A NEW LOOK�Built in 1914, the building which houses the
Westfield Public Schools� administrative offices at Elm and Walnut Streets is
scheduled for half a million dollars worth of renovations, including the installa-
tion of an elevator. The work is not part of the proposed $11.7 million bond for
school district improvements and additional classrooms, which goes before the
voters on Tuesday, December 15.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

GIVE SANTA FIVE�Santa Claus greets his faithful visitors this past weekend
at the Westfield Train Station during traditional �Welcome Home to Westfield�
holiday festivities. Other activities included holiday music, the �Deck the Halls�
House tour sponsored by the Rake and Hoe Garden Club, and a tree lighting
ceremony at MRNJ-Open MRI of Westfield, located at South and Central
Avenues.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Some Westfield area non-profit
organizations discovered last month
that after 30 years of looking the
other way, NJ Transit seems to have
embarked on a plan to remove adver-
tising banners displayed from its rail-

road overpasses in the downtown.
The town was not notified by NJ

Transit of any policy change on hang-
ing banners, according to a spokes-
woman at Town Administrator Ed-
ward A. Gottko�s office.

Executive Director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, Michael

LaPlace, said he asked a NJ Transit
official to put �no trespassing� signs
on the railroad bridge over Central
Avenue after he had �Welcome to
Westfield� painted on the trestle this
fall. He indicated he did not like
banners hung over the new greeting.

Banners were evidently cut down
from the Broad Street overpass bridge
last month as well.

�I guess they want to treat all the
bridges the same,� Mr. LaPlace said
about NJ Transit�s recent actions.

Numerous NJ Transit employees
contacted by telephone said they had
no information about a policy change

over hanging banners.
Mr. Gottko said the local UNICO,

an Italian-American service organi-
zation, lost a banner to NJ Transit
recently, but it was later recovered
from the agency.

Other organizations were less for-
tunate. The Westfield Fireman�s
Mutual Benevolent Association lost
a brand new banner to NJ Transit,
which had announced the
association�s annual food drive, and,
according to members, the organiza-
tion has been unable to retrieve the
$200 banner after a two-week search.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Town Council Approves Refunds for Properties
Which Were Wrongly Assessed as Part of SID

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council took
action Tuesday night to correct a
problem involving over assessments
of downtown properties in support of
the town�s special improvement dis-
trict (SID).

In total, 21 properties were incor-
rectly taxed in 1998, with another
25 improperly assessed in 1997, for
a total of $30,594 � moneys for
which the town will issue refunds as
per resolutions which were approved
by the governing body Tuesday
night.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt
has said the Tax Assessor was appar-
ently not provided with updated in-
formation regarding the properties
within the improvement district
boundaries, and thus eligible for the
assessment.

Properties to receive refunds are
located on East Broad Street, Moun-
tain Avenue, North Avenue, South
Avenue, Downer Street, West Broad
Street, Central Avenue, New Street
and Elmer Street.

The SID was created by a town
ordinance in 1996 to generate finan-
cial support for downtown improve-
ments and renovations.

In other business, Todd Evans of
Boulevard asked the council why a
proposed repaving and curbing
project for the 200 block of Ross

Place had not been included in capi-
tal improvements proposals for the
1999 Public Works Department road
improvement budget. Property own-
ers have sought approval of the project
for which they will be assessed a
portion.

Mr. Evans said the proposal for the
project, which would cut the width of
the street to make it more in line with
Boulevard, has been in the planning
process for two years.

At 45 feet, Mr. Evans said, Ross
Place is one of the widest streets in
town. Ross Place runs from South
and Central Avenues to Boulevard.

According to a June memorandum
resubmitted to the council Tuesday
by former Councilman Kenneth L.
MacRitchie, �The 200 block of Ross
Place, from Carleton Road to Boule-
vard, is inordinately wide, has weedy
shoulders, and has a high crown.�

�Because this block is so wide,
driveways and front yards are trun-
cated,� Mr. MacRitchie stated in the
memo.

Mr. Evans noted that 10 of the 12
property owners in the 200 block of
Ross signed a petition to have the
project included in the budget.

The council began its capital im-
provements budget discussions just
last week. The town has received
state aid to pave Boulevard, one of a
number of projects included in bud-

get proposals for 1999.
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said he

believed the absence of the project
was an �apparent oversight� by the
Public Works Committee.

Mr. Evans said he had given the

petition to town officials around La-
bor Day.

On another matter, the council
approved an ordinance to reduce the
speed limit on Dixon Drive between

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

John F. Runta for The Westfield Leader

COMING OUT OF THE SHOOT�The Westfield High School football team
roars out of the tunnel at Giants Stadium at the start of the North Jersey Section
2, Group 3 Championship game with Morristown on December 5. Very few high
school teams ever get the opportunity to appear at the Meadowlands. The Blue
Devils had a stellar season and brought Westfield High School football back to
prominence. Please see a story on Page 13.
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Open Sundays During December 11 to 4

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

NOTE:
We encourage all to participate in the DECA�s TOYS for
TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off
when you pick up your luminaries.

Dec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12th
Dec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24th

Special Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time on
December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria Sale

5% Off Any Dinner Seating
5:00 - 6:00pm, Monday thru Friday

By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &
EntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainment

✰✰✰✰

Now Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pm

Available for Private Parties

Now Taking Reservations for
New Year�s Eve

2 Seatings � 5:00-7:30 & 7:30-10

New Year�s Eve Excluded

We will be closing at 10pm

Mediterranean Cuisine

sage of the bond would help open space
for the programs in the schools, thus
providing space at Edison and Roosevelt,
the town�s two intermediate schools, to
alleviate overcrowding in those build-
ings.

Keith S. Hertell, who served on the
school board from 1985 through this
past April and was Finance Committee
Chairman in his last year on the board,
does not share the same view. He has
indicated that while some sort of bond
may be necessary, he believes more
detailed information needs to be forth-
coming on the financial numbers in-
volved.

During an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Monday, Mr. Hertell
emphasized that while he intends to
vote against the bond, he is not asking
Westfield voters either to support or
defeat the referendum. Another former
board member, Melba Nixon, echoed
those sentiments.

Mr. Hertell said his concern is that
passage of the bond will lead to future
concerns for the district, possibly either
tax increases or a cut in programs. He
said such an impact would likely be felt
by both students and faculty.

He noted that, as reported by The
Leader last week, a $1.5 million line
item dedicated for maintenance and
capital projects will be removed from
future school budgets. Mr. Hertell said
he believes this number was removed
in order to give the district more flex-
ibility within the state�s mandatory in-
crease, or cap, over the previous year.
He noted that the teachers contract,
among other things, is coming up, which
will require some flexibility with re-
gard to salaries.

Mr. Hertell said if the $1.5 million is,
in fact, removed from future budgets,
the community will likely face another
bond in the not-too-distant future.

Mrs. Nixon has said she favors the
capital improvements included in the
bond but not the additional classrooms.

Former board Vice President and Bud-
get Committee Chairman John Toriello
said he favors the bond, noting that,
�From a financial point of view it makes
a lot of sense.�

He said the district has put forward a
bond which will invest funds in three
long-term projects for the school sys-
tem, including major repairs and addi-
tional classrooms, as well as advance-
ment of the district�s technological in-
frastructure.

�This (a bond) is an acceptable way of
funding significant capital improvements
and a building program both in the pub-
lic and private sector, especially when
interest rates are at an attractive level,�
Mr. Toriello explained.

Mr. Toriello served as Budget Chair-
man prior to Mr. Hertell. Prior to Mr.
Toriello, the position was held by Will-
iam Sweeney, who declined to comment
when contacted for this story.

The referendum will ask voters to
approve a plan which includes $5.1
million for repairs to town schools, $5.6
million for additional classrooms at two
schools, and another $1 million to wire
schools for Internet access.

Capital improvements are included in
the bond for all six elementary schools,
the two intermediate buildings and
Westfield High School.

The district has indicated it expects to
gain an interest rate of 4.73 percent for
the 20-year life of the bond.

In preparation for the possible pas-
sage of the bond, the district has spent in
excess of $7,000 of the $8,800 the board
had set aside as �pre referendum� archi-
tectural fees, Business Administrator
Robert Berman said.

According to information submitted
to The Westfield Leader from Mr.
Berman, the total cost of the bond to be
paid off, including interest, is $18.13
million.

School officials have said the bond
would replace a bond referendum debt
issued in 1985. The principal on that
bond will be $586,051 in the 1999-
2000 school year, and $552,801 the
following school year, the last year in
the bond. The existing bond will be
retired in August of 2001.

They have also indicated that interest
derived from the proposed bond pro-
ceeds will lower the impact on taxpayers
in the first few years of the bond.

For instance, in the first year of the
bond, the debt funded would be reduced
from $536,679 to $186,679 when inter-
est on the bond proceeds is factored into
the picture, according to information
from Mr. Berman.

From 2001 through 2010, the pro-
posed debt to be funded in school
budgets will range from a low of
$1,169,565 to a high of $1,174,858,
at which point �debt service pay-
ments,� as they are defined, will be
reduced and remain level �so that at
that time, the Board of Education could
consider a new bond proposal,� Mr.

Berman stated in his memorandum to
The Leader.

School officials contend that the im-
pact in taxes from the bond would range
from $18 per year for the average as-
sessed home in Westfield, $174,000, to
$58 in the 20th and last year in the bond.
The numbers are based on $1.8 billion
of total assessed valuation of Westfield
properties.

The interest generated from proceeds
of the loan would be achieved by the
district during the first two years, thus
keeping the impact on taxpayers to a
minimum, officials maintain.

Mr. Hertell said his biggest concern is
in the area of operating costs. Factoring
a surplus of $3.9 million (as of June 30)
and subtracting out $2 million to offset
appropriations in the operating budget,
the former Finance Committee Chair-
man said would leave the district with
$1.9 million.

However, with capital improvements
for the district�s administrative building
on Elm Street estimated between
$600,000 and $800,000 also coming
from surplus, that figure is reduced to
around $1.1 million.

Mr. Hertell said this leaves the dis-
trict with very little room should an
emergency come up. He said the district
has been taking funds out of surplus to
fund the operational side of the budget.

For instance, Mr. Hertell said the
board this year took $300,000 out of
surplus to fund unbudgeted personnel
positions.

The actual remaining surplus, though,
according to Mr. Berman, will be more
in the neighborhood of $2.4 million. He
said the board has put a cap on spending
for renovations at the Elm Street build-
ing at $500,000, with most of that
($404,000) going for an elevator as re-
quired by the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.

Thus, the district would be left with
over $2.4 million in surplus, �a good
number to have when you have a budget
which exceeds $50 million. I mean there
are all types of emergencies that can pop
up,� Mr. Berman said.

In order to maintain an adequate
�fund balance,� or surplus, in
Westfield, Mr. Berman acknowledged
that the district needs to raise between
$2 million and $2.5 million in revenue
each year. He said the state requires
that school districts such as Westfield
set aside 6 percent of surplus when
factoring their spending plans. For
Westfield, that figure equals about $1.9
million.

Any amount over the 6 percent must
be placed into the budget for tax relief.
The district set aside $2.1 million in the
current budget for that purpose.

The board, based on information sup-
plied from Mr. Berman, traditionally
allocates surplus funds to help reduce
the impact on taxes.

Officials have also estimated the
school tax levy will only increase by
$600,000 through the year 2010. The
tax impact is based on nearly $1.8 bil-
lion of assessed valuation of properties
in Westfield for that time frame.

Mrs. Nixon said she would like to see
complete budgetary explanations on the
bond given to voters.

�It is just a matter of truth in advertis-
ing,� she explained.

She questioned how much funding
would be needed to pay for additional
staff for the new classrooms.

In his projections, Mr. Berman has
said the district is looking at around
seven elementary school teachers and
two special education staff members.
Part-time secretarial and custodian staff
would also be necessary.

Salaries and benefits would bring
those new positions to a minimum of
$315,000, based on the starting wage of
$38,000 and $7,000 for benefits.

Mr. Berman said the board has not
included projections for these new sala-
ries in the bond information. He said any
new positions will be discussed during
the annual budget process.

Officials said teacher aids will not be
needed in classrooms when enrollments
begin to drop. Also, the district has
saved money over the years on �break-
age,� the difference between newly-hired
teachers right out of college and retiring
teachers at the top of the district�s pay
scale.

In looking at the projected $18 to $58
per property taxpayer in town, Mr. Hertell
noted that these numbers were devel-
oped before the money to fund annual
capital improvements was pulled from
future budgets. He said the costs of
furniture, computers and maintenance
of the new classrooms were also not
factored into the bond.

The bond covers the cabling and wir-
ing of the elementary and intermediate
schools in town.

Polls are open Tuesday from 2 to 9
p.m. (For a list of polling places, please
see Page 20.)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Voters to Decide Fate of $11.7
Mil. Bond on December 15

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Improvements Defined
For Building on Elm

as a high priority.
A fire escape at the rear of the

Administration Building must also
be considered for repair or replace-
ment, according to Dr. Foley.

Mr. Berman added that figures and
proposed costs for this project will be
determined at a later date.

He stated that a new fire alarm
system for the Administration Build-
ing is also needed. Although no for-
mal figures were available for this
project, he said the cost would be
included in next year�s school budget.

The $404,000 for the elevator

project and $100,000 for restroom
renovations will be extracted from
the surplus, technically referred to as
the Fund Balance, according to Mr.
Berman.

Dr. Foley stated that legal advertis-
ing for the contractors is done in the
Dodge Report, a publication which
lists the status of upcoming construc-
tion projects.

Mr. Berman added that the district
also advertises in The Star Ledger
and The Westfield Leader for con-
tractors in order to give the board an
estimated cost of projects.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reportedly, the Westfield Police
Department said it did not have any
information about banner theft or
vandalism.

Firefighters said food donations
were markedly down since removal
of the sign.

Cynthia Meryl, Director of
WYACT (Westfield Young Artists
Cooperative Theater) said a banner
announcing an upcoming holiday
event was cut down from the railroad
bridge over Broad Street within one
week after her organization hung it
up.

�There are signs that say �no tres-
passing� and �private property,�� on
the bridges, she admitted. �They have
spot checks now, and they take them
down,� she added.

�But it�s a real kick in the pants,�
she claimed, to lose the traditional
advertising sites in such a well-trav-
eled area.

Other groups agreed that since
the recent painting of the Central
Avenue train trestle, banners cover-
ing either bridge have not been wel-
come.

Reid Edles, President of the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
said his organization has hung ban-
ners on the railroad overpasses for
years, during March and April for its
annual fund drive. �We�ve never had
a problem,� he said, �but NJ Transit
would have the right to do that. It�s
private property.�

Mr. Edles said that, evidently, ban-
ners on the bridges were not moni-
tored in the past, but that now he
would seek an okay from the agency
before hanging his banner this spring.

Executive Director of the United
Fund of Westfield, Linda Maggio,

agreed that the railroad bridges, �have
been used as a community bulletin
board for years,� adding that the
recent turn of events pointed up a
need for some sort of central spot for
organizations to advertise their ac-
tivities.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt agreed that there is a need
for an information spot. She indi-
cated that non-profit organizations
often do not have as much to spend
on advertising and relied on the ban-
ners, adding that these groups are
also Chamber members.

Reportedly, the Westfield Board of
Education was recently refused a spot
on the bridge to hang a banner in
support of the pending bond issue
vote. They have a similar banner
hanging in the downtown on a real
estate office.

Others have speculated that liabil-
ity for injuries was a concern of NJ
Transit, since banners are often
weighted down to keep them hang-
ing straight and a falling banner
could prove dangerous.

Ms. Meryl said that six or seven
years ago, a NJ Transit employee in
the Westfield train station would hang
and remove banners for her organi-
zation. �He�s disappeared now,� she
said.

The Town of Cranford regulates
banners hung on the railroad over-
pass in its downtown by selling a
permit for a limited time period, Ms.
Meryl added.

Director of New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Dr. Theodore Schlossberg
agreed that design and size require-
ments for banners hung on the bridges
would be a plus.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council Approves
Refunds for Properties

Groups Lament Decision
To Remove Display Banners

Willow Grove Road and Tamaques
Park from 25 to 15 miles per hour.

The ordinance will take effect if
approved by the State Department of
Transportation. That process could
take several months, according to
Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko.

During a preliminary meeting prior
to the public session, First Ward
Councilman Gregory S. McDermott
said he has been contacted by resi-
dents on the street who are concerned
that the limit is so slow that they will
get speeding tickets.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. noted that the commit-
tee had proposed posting a sign with
a large diamond bearing the words
�slow� or �park ahead,� and a square
sign underneath containing an advi-
sory to motorists to maintain a speed
limit of 15 miles per hour.

Mayor Jardim said he believes the
new speed limit should be approved.
He said it was important to �get (the
speed limit on Dixon) to a reasonable
limit.�

He said motorists generally travel
five to 10 miles over the limit.

of establishing two separate parking decks
in Westfield. He noted that he proposed
the idea of a parking deck 13 years ago,
but the town was not ready for it. He
believes Westfield is now ready for that
action.

Victor Attanasio of Bates Way, told
the council that he is a 13-year resident
who didn�t understand how the council
could justify such an increase.

�My vote goes to who will tell me
where this money will go specifically,�
Mr. Attanasio stressed.

In the vote�s aftermath, Mr. Attanasio
revealed that he is �still very unhappy
with this vote.� He added, �We are hos-
tages to whatever they (the council) want
to do.�

He continued to detail that the parking
problem �has been in existence forever.�
He stated that the condition of the park-
ing lots has worsened.

�They�re taxing us for other aims that
are still not specified,� he stated. He said
that he was one of the people who felt he
was not getting his $20 worth per month
for paying the current permit rate at the
lot.

�It�s expensive,� he concluded.
David Eisenberg of Wickom Drive,

said, �I�m concerned about the 100 per-
cent increase, but more about causes that
led to that increase without formal dis-
cussion.�

He asked Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
why the proposed parking rate increase
was not made an issue during the May-
oral campaign.

�Westfield needs a transportation plan.
Doubling fees is the wrong way�� stated
Mr. Eisenberg.

After discovering the outcome of the
Council�s vote, Mr. Eisenberg stated that
if the council was to �effectively address
the needs of Westfield, they should do a
comprehensive transportation plan or if
revenue is needed, increase the property
tax.�

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan told The Westfield Leader he
thinks that, �the rate proposed is the right
one at this time.�

The councilman, who chairs the
council�s Transportation, Parking and
Traffic Committee which released the

final report supporting the new permit
rates, stated that he felt the rate was
�comparable with neighboring towns,�
citing Fanwood and Cranford.

The councilman observed that the park-
ing problem �will not be solved by one
large dramatic action, but by smaller
improvements.� He added that Westfield
could not wait until a large action was
proposed because the issue is too urgent.

Councilman Sullivan revealed that the
money from the rate increase �will go, as
all revenues do, into the operating budget
of the town, not as a separate legal en-
tity.�

He explained that his hope for the
future would be to �earmark� the needs
of the parking lots for the coming years
by line-iteming the issues, such as main-
tenance, improved enforcement, cleanli-
ness and lighting.

�Everyone has a legitimate concern
about the changes being proposed,� the
councilman stated. �Some people will be
unhappy, some people will be pleased.�

Since the council vote, he has exam-
ined the conditions of the South Avenue
lot on three occasions. He took into con-
sideration the cleanliness, condition of
the pavement, and lighting of the lot.

Mr. Sullivan said he had discovered
that seven out of 24 lights were not
working. He reported his findings to
Kenneth B. Marsh, Town Engineer and
Public Works Superintendent and felt
assured that the conditions would be
addressed and improved.

Regarding the 30-minute courtesy tick-
ets which have recently been imple-
mented in Westfield as a warning to
people who have overstayed their wel-
come in parking spaces, the councilman
stated that some people have been con-
fused by the system.

While he has heard a few complaints,
the councilman said most people were
interpreting the tickets as free license to
park for as long as they wanted.

�Hopefully, we are doing more things
right,� concluded Councilman Sullivan.

The gree passes provide a one-time of
30 additional minutes over the time on
expired meters. After this period, the
courtesy passes are replaced with park-
ing summonses.
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Westfield Residents Protest
Proposed Hike in Permit Fees

Cabling Classrooms and Library $79,100

McKINLEY ELEMENTARY
Roof Replacement
          Replace library roof $106,700
McKINLEY ELEMENTARY
HVAC Upgrade - installation of univents $350,000
Classroom Addition - 6 classrooms
Faridy Architect estimate $2,026,000
Cabling Classrooms and Library $70,900

TAMAQUES ELEMENTARY
Replace Floor Tile $100,000
Lavatory Renovation
          1st floor $150,000
Cabling Classrooms and Library $98,300

WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
New Windows
          Original Building - 475 windows $659,000
Lavatory Renovation
          2nd floor - addition $155,000
          Locker rooms, boys & girls $155,000
Convert Auto Shop and Graphic Arts to Classrooms
          El Associates cost estimate $376,000

EDISON INTERMEDIATE
New Windows
          Front of building - 206 windows $318,200
Lavatory Renovation
          First floor - original building $155,000
          Second floor - original building $155,000
Cabling Classrooms and Library $159,800

ROOSEVELT INTERMEDIATE
New Windows
          Old Building - 275 windows $437,000
Roof Repair
          Repair roof - addition $165,700
Cabling Classrooms and Library $134,800

FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY
Lavatory Renovation
           2nd floor $150,000
Classroom Addition - 9 classrooms
          Faridy Architect estimate $2,552,000
Cabling Classrooms and Library $102,800

JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY
New Roof
          Entire roof replacement $392,025
Lavatory Renovation
          1st floor by multipurpose room $150,000
Cabling Classrooms and Library $98,700
Subtotal Additions and Projects $10,314,675

OTHER BOND REFERENDUM COSTS
Architect/Engineering costs for additions $421,600
Contingency costs for additions $410,125
Bond Counsel/Bonds/Accounting Costs $100,000
Architect/Engineering costs for renovations/repairs $404,000
Architect/Engineering costs for cabling $79,600
Grand Total $11,730,000

Proposed Bond Items
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