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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Halloween H20:
Horrors of a Sibling Rivalry

Letters to the Editor

It�s Embarrassing
There is a sign outside the Army Na-

tional Guard armory in our town that
reads: �America At It�s Best.� While the
slogan is very nice, it is certainly not
grammatically correct.

Compounding the fact that the �It�s�
in this sentence is incorrect, is the bad
example of English usage it sets for the
students at the town�s high school which
is directly across the street from the
armory. �It�s� should have been written
as �Its� (without the apostrophe), which
is the property possessive form of the
pronoun �it.� �It�s� on the other hand, is
a contraction of �it is.�

�It,� a pronoun used primarily in con-
nection with non-human entities, was
not invented until about 400 years ago.
Prior to the use of �it,� the masculine
pronoun, his, was used in �its� place.

Examples of this usage can be ob-
served in the King James Version of the
Bible (1611). In the 16th century, how-
ever, the English started using �hit� as
an alternative to the impersonal pronoun
�his,� and �hit� ultimately gave way to
�it.�

Regarding the armory sign, we think
it�s high time that the National Guard
gets its �It�s� out of it.

�Menus� Can�t Replace Real
Voice in High Tech World

By Louis H. Clark
voice came on and said �This is�.� And
the whole thing disconnected.

I had to wait three days to get my
patience back. Then it took an hour and
I finally settled it. I had the wrong depart-
ment they said. I didn�t have the energy
to call again.

�It�s the same thing that almost hap-
pened in my office,� I told him. An
accountant wanted us to put message
takers on all our telephones. In the con-
ference on it, I said, �We are not plumb-
ers here � nor doctors. I have had more
people tell me it�s nice to call here. If my
extension is busy or I�m not there, one of
the girls picks up and tells the customer
I�m out and asks if she can be of assis-
tance. My customers really appreciate a
human voice they tell me. They�ve gotten
so they hang up whenever a mechanical
voice gets on,� I responded.

�Good for you. But I�ve figured out a
way to beat the mechanical voice every-
where. You know how they always say �If
you have a touch tone telephone�?�� the
account said.

I nodded.
�Well, I let them go through the whole

menu � gad, it�s getting so I hate that
word � and don�t do anything. Then a
voice actually comes on � human not
computer � and asks what�s wrong. I
feel actually human again. I�m not angry
or anything. The human voice then con-
nects me to where I want to go. It by-
passes all those machines and tapes and
that awful elevator music.�

                       2 popcorns
Can you wait a full hour for your

cinematic serving of blood and guts?
You�ll have to if you elect to see

Halloween H20. That�s how long direc-
tor Steve Miner coyly tarries with back-
ground lore, plot exposition and spooky
music before finally unleashing the bulk
of this film�s promised butchery.

An experienced horror monger (Friday
the 13th III), Miner whets the ghoulish
appetite with a hatchet to a teen-aged
head here and a nasty bit of suffocation
there. But if it�s sheer carnage in true
barrage proportions you�re after, it�s not
until the film�s last 20 minutes that this
latest in the famed Halloween horror se-
ries delivers its unique brand of revulsion.

The hair-raising climax, where loving
sister and brother go mano y mano, is a
visceral hoot. It nearly redeems the oth-
erwise standard platter of shock and
schlock.

In case you�ve been out of town and
lost count, those numerals in the title
don�t mean this is the 20th in the series.
Though technically �Halloween 7,� the
20 commemorates an anniversary � the
score of years since Director John
Carpenter�s serial-killing, hockey mask-
wearing Michael Myers first changed
the face, so to speak, of American horror
films.

Ever since, directors have been joy-
ously slicing and dicing with greater glee
and determination than a late night
Vegematic commercial.

While this resurrection is only slightly
headier than the bulk of slasher cinema,
there is one nifty reprise here. It�s Jamie
Lee Curtis reviving her role as the ever-
terrified Laurie Strode. Now the stern
headmistress of a posh and gated board-
ing school in northern California, the
haunted sister of Michael Myers tries to
keep it together by drinking a bit too
much, keeping a medicine cabinet stocked
with pills, and toting a revolver. And, to
protect the completely paranoid, she has
changed her name to Keri Tate.

Even her guidance counselor boy-
friend, portrayed by Adam Arkin, doesn�t
know the trouble she�s seen. It takes him
a while to get the point, if you will.

This go-round, Laurie/Keri is not just
worried for her own safety; now she has
a 17-year-old son, John (Josh Hartnett)
precisely the same age she was when
brother dear killed their sister and all
hell broke loose. That was exactly 20
years ago, on Halloween, 1978.

The camera ominously focuses on the
calendar. Dramatic music underscores
this momentous fact. Heaven forbid the
subtle irony of this circumstance is lost
on the audience.

Timing is everything, especially when
Mad Mike is on the stalk. So of course,
handsome sonny boy lobbies Mom for
permission to accompany his schoolmates
on an outing to Yosemite.

She issues an emphatic �no.� He
wishes overprotective Mom would get
over her silly old fears. What�s a mother
with a homicidal maniac for a brother to
do? Well, for one thing, stay away from
family reunions.

Slowly building his case for an all-out
blood bath, director Miner ascribes a lot
of significance to the folklore surround-
ing the horror tale. This should please
diehard Halloween cultists as well as
those among the great unwashed who,
for some reason or another, were denied
this important history in their formal
education.

But while some of it is witty and
playful, all too much is silly, absurdly
self-congratulatory and incongruous to
the evil doings that await.

For instance: it�s like old home week
when Miss Curtis�s true-life mom, Janet
Leigh, as the headmistress� secretary,
offers some �maternal� advice and notes
that they�ve �both had their share of
trouble.�

Of course, the moment alludes to Miss
Leigh�s classic status as a terror victim
and the obvious mother-daughter paral-
lels therein. She then, wink-wink, takes
off in the 1958 Ford she drove in Psycho
(1960). The glibly tacked-on lesson in
comparative horror cinema is cute, but
what of it?

Aside from these interspersed novel-
ties, H20 adheres to the usual modus
operandi. This requires putting attrac-
tive teens in harm�s way. Happy to oblige,
the well-scrubbed monster fodder in-
cludes: Michelle Williams of Dawson�s
Creek as Molly, Jodi Lynn O�Keefe as
Sarah, and Adam Hann-Byrd (Little Man
Tate) as Charlie.

Making it convenient for killer
Michael, who doubtless has checked his
calendar also, the kids have decided to
skip the outing, opting instead for a
candlelit night of romance in one of the
campus� vacated buildings. Having re-
lented in her objections, Laurie mistak-

enly thinks John is off to Yosemite. Once
this scene is set, all the audience needs
do is take book on who�s getting the ax,
literally and figuratively, and in what
order.

Bloodthirsty viewers who couldn�t care
less about the campy legend of Michael
Myers or how seamlessly Miss Curtis
picks up on Laurie Strode, will be disap-
pointed by the relatively low body count.
What�s more, most of the murder and
mayhem is served up in murky corridors
and dimly lit anterooms hardly the best of
circumstances for witnessing the geyser-
like spurting of blood or the gruesome
wriggling of a suddenly impaled victim.

Still, more than one apologist rational-
izes that this latest rendition is the, ahem,
intellectual representative of the series.
But no matter what kind of a face you
carve on this jack-o�-lantern, the gratu-
itous gore in Halloween H20 still looks
like the same old pumpkin.

* * * * *
Halloween H20, rated R, is a Di-

mension Films release directed by
Steve  Miner and stars Jamie Lee
Curtis, Adam Arkin and Josh
Hartnett. Running time: 91 minutes.

�Open Air Mall� Rings Death Knell
For Venerable Westfield Businesses

I read the article in last Sunday�s
Star Ledger about the end of an era
for long-time businesses Elm Deli
and Backroom Antiques on Elm
Street. Their landlord, Joel Goodman,
has denied renewal of their leases,
thereby forcing them out of their
locations (35 years and 20 years,
respectively) as of Thursday, Decem-
ber 31.

This is the straw that has broken
my retail back! I�m sickened over
the fact that Westfield has turned
into an open air mall. No more
quaint, independent and individual
stores to shop in.

Years ago, I overheard how the
MainStreet Committee�s goal was
�to rid Westfield of all the Mom and
Pop shops and get more large retail-
ers� in town. Well, I overheard cor-
rectly. I simply cannot sit back any-
more and watch the destruction of
long-standing businesses for the sake
of mall stores. Here�s why:

Parking: There�s never been
enough of it to accommodate the
small businesses. How in the world
would it accommodate the large re-
tailers who bring with them their
multitudes of employees? Plus, it�s
not free as in a mall parking lot. (In
fact, I just paid a $10 parking ticket
this Tuesday for being eight minutes
into the expired time on the meter.
Wouldn�t have happened to me in a
mall!)

Weather conditions: Malls have
the advantage in a heartbeat. Once
parked and inside, a shopper can go
from store to store unaffected by the
heat, cold, or rain.

Stroller friendly: Moms with stroll-
ers know the backaches entailed in
balancing the door, the stroller and
entering a store without the loss of
tiny fingers on the way. A mall set-
ting allows strollers to cruise right
through the entrance way unaffected
by doors.

Security: A mall has a full-time,
onsite security force in place. All
mall exits can be closed in a moment�s
notice to prevent a shoplifter, child
abductor or thief from escaping. A
retail store in Westfield does not
have this barrier of protection.

Once the thief is outside the store,
he�s in his getaway car and on Route
22 or the Garden State Parkway faster
than one can say �Newark, New Jer-
sey.�

Granted, Westfield has one of the
finest police forces in place, but they
still can�t seal the entire town in a
moment�s notice to prevent escapes.

Overall, Westfield has always
touted itself as �Colonial.� Some-
how, Gap and Bombay Company
don�t strike me as Colonial.
Backroom Antiques, however, does.
That store is an instant trip down
memory lane and to days gone past,
with the individuality of the owners
and patrons expressed in every crev-
ice.

I realize in the end this letter serves
nothing more than for me to vent my
frustration and anger over the situa-
tion. So be it. My only protest left is
to refuse to patronize any of these
stores and to give my business to the
remaining �Mom and Pop� shops
and the Menlo Park and Woodbridge
mall stores.

Laura L. Muller
Westfield
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What Do We Say About the Presidency,
Now That �It� is a Part of History?

�Whatever you do, don�t ever grow up to be like
him.� Imagine the era we live in, when parents might
say these words to their children, and the person they
are talking about is the President of the United States
of America. How do we explain this to our children?
Who do we want to point to as their role models, their
mentors?

After President William Jefferson Clinton�s mea
culpa speech Monday night, ABC television�s legal
analysts described the statements as �the work of
lawyers, not poets.� The President attempted to ex-
plain away past false statements to Americans � if

not the world � by claiming he said what he did
because he was under investigation on other matters.
Wow! How to explain something that sounds a lot like
lying under oath, a felony crime? Never mind the topic.

The President then summed up by saying �this
matter is between me, the two people I love most �
my wife and our daughter � and our God.�

Socrates, in his search for an honest man on the
street, would find little success in searching the office
of the presidency. Perhaps that�s why we love our
towns and people so much. There are plenty of role
models for our kids.

Killing the Stench From Spilled Refuse
Shouldn�t Require a Rocket Scientist

Competency involves a combination of skill, train-
ing and the willingness to get things done. This
describes the Westfield Fire Department (WFD) and
its leadership. Within 30 minutes of a request for help
last Friday morning, the WFD was on the scene,
wiping out a horrible stench on Quimby Street in
Westfield. The odor was caused by sloppy trash
disposal and a leaky garbage truck that had picked up
refuse from local food purveyors.

This was not the first time the problem was noted by
this newspaper. In the past, town officials were
notified of the odoriferous, unsanitary situation. Noth-
ing changed.

This time, with neighboring Realtor Warren
Rorden�s help, a more direct approach resulted in help
from Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr. Fire hoses
washed the offending liquid sewage down the drain.
Thank you, Chief.

However, the trash and odor problem will arise
again unless a real solution is implemented.

The �fix� is easy if we consider a better method of
refuse hauling. Bush Brothers of Garwood picks up
trash at Ferraro�s restaurant, located on Elm Street.
The hauler picks up the entire dumpster, carts it off,
and replaces it with a clean new one. Voila! No leaks
on the street, no odor. There is no need for a study or
a Town Council resolution. Let�s call it common
sense. Anyway, the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection outlaws leaky waste hauling
trucks.

Bush Brothers also recommends the use of lime
(which can be purchased from any gardener) or lemon
bleach in trash cans or bins to kill the stench.

Surely those involved in causing the problem are
willing to be involved in the solution. Let�s get it done
the right way.

Freeholders Observe Passage
Of Historic 19th Amendment

Union County Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon joined County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi last week in announcing an ob-
servance of Women�s Equality Day on
Wednesday, August 26. The event is in
accordance with the 150th anniversary
of the Declaration of Sentiments.

During last week�s public meeting of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders, Free-
holder Scanlon of Union, presented a
resolution to Ms. Rajoppi, who is Presi-
dent of the New Jersey Women�s Politi-
cal Caucus, and to Union County Chap-
ter Co-Chairwomen Angela Harrington
and Diane Kurz.

The Declaration of Sentiments was a
product of the Seneca Falls Convention,
in upstate New York, held July 19 to 20,
1848, as the nation�s first women�s rights
assembly. The Declaration of Sentiments
was to parallel in design, the Declaration
of Independence but listed, however, 16
forms of discrimination against women.

As women agitated for the right to vote
following the Civil War, by 1869, femi-
nists were divided over the 15th Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution,

�Menus have no reason to be any place
than in a restaurant,� my great uncle said
vehemently. The women and kids were
out getting clothes which is always their
great aunt�s gift to them in the summer.

�I had to call my HMO last week about
a bill they wouldn�t pay. I called the 800
number they splash on everything. It
rang 14 times before a mechanical voice
came on the line and said, �If you have a
touch tone phone kindly listen to the
following menu. Do not press a button
till you have heard all the options.

��If you wish a bulletin, kindly press
�1.� If you are calling about a bill, please
press �2���

�They had 10 options on the menu. By
the time it came to an end, I didn�t know
which one to push � so I started all over
again. This time I pressed �2� right away
and the thing squealed but the mechani-
cal voice kept going on relentlessly.�

But it worked except that I got another
voice. �If you are calling about a bill you
feel should be paid and have received our
notice, please press �1.�� But I hadn�t
received a notice except from the doctor�s
nurse telling me they had sent her a letter.

This time I pressed �1� and let the
thing run its course. When that was over,
another mechanical voice said, �All our
representatives are busy. Your call is
very important to us. You will be served
the moment one of our representatives
can handle this call.�

Fifteen minutes later the elevator music
over the phone had curled my ear. A

giving African-American males the right
to vote.

Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and their factions refused to sup-
port the passage of the Amendment and
formed the National Woman Suffrage
Association to press for more extensive
rights for women.

Lucy Stone, Julia Ward Howe and
other suffragists, who supported pas-
sage of the 15th Amendment, fanned
the American Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation to secure the ballot through
state legislation.

In 1890, two additional groups united
under the name of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association and in 1915
named Carrie Chapman President of the
Association. Persistance paid off in 1920
with the passage of the 19th Amendment
granting the vote to American women.

�I would also like to commend the
Women�s Political Caucus of New Jer-
sey for their efforts,� Freeholder Scanlon
said. �We are fortunate that their activi-
ties have a made significant impact on
the rights of women in the entire state.�

Scotch Plains Council
Is Seen as Delegating
Supervisory Duties

I attended the Scotch Plains Township
Council meeting on August 11, and heard
Tarquin Jay Bromley, Democratic candi-
date for Township Council, question the
council on what role it played and what
responsibilities governing body members
believe they have in the supervision of
township department heads when extraor-
dinary incidents occur.

The questioning was in response to
the recent gun incident involving Scotch
Plains Police Chief Thomas O�Brien,
but was directed at the council�s role,
rather than the incident itself.

It was apparent that the Town Coun-
cil believes it has delegated all of its
responsibilities to Town Administrator
Thomas E. Atkins, and believes that it
has no responsibility to independently
verify the facts. I don�t agree that the
people of Scotch Plains have elected a
Township Council to abdicate its re-
sponsibilities in governing the town-
ship.

I was disturbed that a certain member
of the council chose to attack Mr.
Bromley for discussing the issue, rather
than responding to his questions con-
cerning the role and responsibility of
the Township Council.

Richard I. Samuel
Scotch Plains

Porches Should Be Protected as Assets
In Westfield�s Revised Master Plan

Now that the Planning Board is
in the process of re-evaluating the
Master Plan of the Town of West-
field, it seems like a good oppor-
tunity to consider giving special
protection to one of the architec-
tural assets of our town � its
graceful porches.

We are extremely lucky in West-
field to have a large number of
beautiful old homes. Many of these
homes have large front or wrap-
around porches which bring a
stately grace and charm to our
town. In addition to their archi-
tectural beauty, porches also serve
an important social function by
bringing people out to the side-
walk side of their home, increas-
ing contact with their neighbors,
and helping to create a cohesive
community.

Understandably, with modern
needs for family or kitchen space,
many owners seek to add family
rooms or larger kitchens. Under
the current Planning Board rules
(the envelope of the house should
normally occupy no more than 20
percent of the land), porch space
is treated as part of the envelope
of the house, forcing many own-

ers to enclose their porches, or
worse, remove them, even if they
want to add only a small room.

Interestingly, as a result of a
huge desire for decks in the 1970s
and 1980s, decks are given spe-
cial dispensation from the rule
cited above, so that the envelope
of the house and deck can sum up
to 22.5 percent. We would like to
suggest  that ,  a t  a  minimum,
porches be treated in the same
manner as decks.

A more reasonable policy, in
my opinion, would be to recog-
nize porch space as an important
social and architectural asset to
our town, and create a policy
which would strongly encourage
the  maintenance  of  ex is t ing
porches and also encourage the
building of porches in new addi-
tions and new homes.

An example of such a policy
would to be allow the envelope of
the house and porch to sum up to
24 or 25 percent. I believe such a
policy would help preserve porches
as an important part of our town.

Karrie Hanson
Ben Greene

Westfield
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Three Trustees Recently Appointed
To $6 Million Westfield Foundation

The Trustees of the Westfield Foun-
dation have named three new trustees:
Carter Booth, Margaret Cimei, and Mar-
garet Sur. All are long-time residents of
Westfield and involved in community
activities.

The Westfield Foundation was founded
in 1975 by a group of local citizens lead by
former Westfield Mayor H. Emerson Tho-
mas. The mission of the Foundation is to
enhance and support the quality of life of
the citizens of Westfield through the man-
agement of investment funds.

It was started with $2,000 and has
grown to a value today of over $6,000,000.

Mr. Booth is currently Managing Di-
rector (Asia) at the Chase Manhattan
Bank. He spent the majority of his career
in the Global Credit Division. In 1989 he
joined InfoServ Global Institutional
Banking Group as a Senior Asia Client
Executive.

Following the merger of Chemical
Banking Corporation and the Chase
Manhattan Corporation, Mr. Booth as-
sumed responsibility for the Chinas and
South and Southeast Asia Desk activi-
ties in the United States.

Mr. Booth is a member of Japan Soci-
ety United States-Japan Program Advi-
sory Committee, The Asia Society, The
United States-China Business Council,
The United States Vietnam Trade Coun-
cil, and the United States India America
Chamber of Commerce. He previously
served as President of American Cham-
ber of Commerce/Taiwan.

Mr. Booth has also served on the
Board of Directors of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra for 12 years and served
as its President from 1986 to 1988.

Mrs. Cimei graduated from Pennsyl-
vania State University with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Journalism. She was a
reporter for the Atlantic City Press and

an editor for the Sperry and Hutchinson
Company Magazine. From 1970 to 1995,
Mrs. Cimei was the Director of School
Community Relations in the Westfield
Public Schools.

She has been President of the New
Jersey Chapter of National School Pub-
lic Relations Association, and President
of the Westfield Junior Woman�s Club.
She served on the Board of Directors of
Youth and Family Counseling Service,
Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield,
PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotics
and Drug Addiction), the Westfield Bi-
centennial Commission, and United Fund
of Westfield.

Her current community activities in-
clude Visiting Health Services of Union
County Board of Trustees, Westfield
Adult School Board of Directors and
Corresponding Secretary for Specialized
Hospital Auxiliary.

She is a member of the Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield Sustainers, Col-
lege Woman�s Club of Westfield, West-
field Historical Society, and the West-
field Area League of Women Voters.

Mrs. Sur has resided in Westfield since
1966. She served on the Westfield Town
Council from 1990 to 1995. She was
appointed by former Mayor Richard H.
Bagger to chair the Public Works Com-
mittee. Mrs. Sur served as Chairwoman
of the Mindowaskin Park Renovation
Committee, raising over $200,000. She is
currently Co-Chairperson of Union County
Shared Services Committee on Animal
Control, a committee which is looking to
build a county-wide animal shelter.

In addition Mrs. Sur has served on the
board of the Cranford Counseling Cen-
ter, volunteered at the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside and
served as a Volunteer Counselor at Con-
vent House.


