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GETTING OUT OF THE HEAT...Westfield youngsters and their parents had
a chance to cool off this past week at the Westfield Memorial Pool. The town�s
Recreation Commission has reported that pool membership is continuing its
record setting pace.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Considers Lifting Clause
To Enable SID to Live Past 2000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield�s special improvement dis-
trict (SID) will become extinct as of the
year 2000 unless a so-called �sunset�
provision is removed in the town ordi-
nance which created the entity.

Reportedly, the sunset clause was part
of a plan to force a review of the effec-
tiveness of the SID within three years.

Created by the Town Council in
1996, Westfield�s special improve-
ment district was formed to promote
economic growth and employment
within the district. It is funded
through a special tax assessment on
properties included within the bound-
aries of the district.

The SID�s governing board � the

Downtown Westfield Corporation �
has an annual budget of a quarter of
a million dollars, which, again, is
aimed at promotion of the downtown
to stimulate economic development.

Among the powers of the SID are
to fund the improvement and reha-
bilitation of the exterior appearance
of properties in the district through
grants or loans, and to provide secu-
rity, sanitation and other services to
the district supplemental to those
provided normally by the municipal
government.

Also within its powers are the un-
dertaking of improvements �designed
to increase the safety or attractive-
ness of the district;� the organization
of special events in the district, and

the recruitment of new businesses to
fill vacancies and balance the mix of
businesses in the downtown.

DWC Executive Director Michael
La Place said it is important that the
district has the opportunity to con-
tinue its current mission of develop-
ing a Downtown Improvement Plan.
The plan, which will include a list of
everything from identifying poten-
tial sites for development in the down-
town to placement of trash recep-
tacles, is expected to be adopted by
the end of this year.

DWC Board Chairman Joseph
Spector said Westfield�s SID has spent
its funding on promotional events,
economic development and design to
increase pedestrian traffic in the
downtown.

�The whole community benefits
from a well-lit downtown and a vi-
brant downtown,� said Mr. Spector.

Bd. of Adjustment Rejects
Menu Boards, Side Sign

For Downtown Businesses
By BOBBIE TURSI BALDASSARI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment met in the sweltering Town
Council chambers Monday evening
to hear and consider a number of
appeals for variances from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance. Of the appeals, three
major downtown businesses were
affected.

Williams-Sonoma of 127 Central
Avenue, an upscale retail cooking
utensil store which also features cook-
ing lessons as well as celebrity and
local chef demonstrations, sought
permission to erect signs, menu
boards, medallions and vinyl-backed
lettering contrary to town zoning re-
strictions.

Skip Podover, the Director of Con-
struction who oversees the building
from beginning to end of the new
Williams-Sonoma stores, described
the store�s concept thoroughly dur-
ing a �question-and-answer� type
dialogue with his attorney, Jeffrey
Lehrer, before the board prior to re-
questing a number of sign variances.

Mr. Podover stated �these signs

are absolutely essential to the design
concept of the store.�

He was passionate in promoting
the store�s concept and purpose. Mr.
Podover said Williams-Sonoma op-
erates 150 stores nationwide, from
Soho to Beverly Hills, which have
the same type sign, menu boards,
logos and medallions as is being
requested for the Westfield store.

Mr. Podover further stated that he
understood a small town�s resistance
to large chain stores, but said he
thinks the sign requests are �so ar-
chitecturally appealing, subtle and
tasteful� that they would blend into
the town �beautifully� to promote the
historic character of downtown West-
field.

In response, board member Henry
K. Kelly stated, �you say it�s archi-
tecturally appealing, but to me it is
clutter. But that is just my opinion.�
In addition, board member William
Heinbockel expressed concern and
reluctance over granting additional
signs.

�We have to apply the same stan-
dards across the board. Inconsistency

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Planning Board Approves Three-Story Brick Building
For Former Excellent Diner Site On North Avenue

By KIMBERLY S. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An eyesore in the center of
Westfield�s business district is about
to become a thing of the past, with the
Westfield Planning Board�s unani-
mous approval Monday night of vari-
ance requests for a three-story build-
ing to be constructed on the former
Excellent Diner property.

The lot at 222 North Avenue, where
the old fashioned diner car was once
a familiar site, is now marked by a
hole in the ground surrounded by a
wooden fence.

But a year from now, the property
is expected to see a new brick office

building following the board�s ap-
proval of variance requests for Stella
Lekas, the owner of the property.

Mrs. Lekas seeks to remove the
remaining part of the existing build-
ing (the diner car was sold and moved
to Germany) and erect the proposed
three-story building. The building,
according to plans, will include a
basement for retail and office use.

Following approval of the build-
ing proposal, Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim announced the creation of an
ad hoc committee to study how best
to apply $200,000 in town and Union
County funds for improvements to
town parks, playgrounds and athletic

fields.
The town had originally desig-

nated the money for construction of a
park on the diner site as part of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders� one-year �Project Pocket
Park Program.� (See related story on
this page.)

The site has remained vacant for
two years, since the diner was moved,
and according to Planning Board
members, �has been an eyesore to the
downtown area for a long time.�

Four variances were granted, in-
cluding a reduction in the side yard
set back and a reduction in the rear
yard set back; elimination of the park-

ing requirement, and the elimination
of a loading and unloading area.
Originally, there were six variances,
which also included the location of
exterior signs and a reduction in
window areas.

Lee Honecker, an attorney and
grandson of Mrs. Lekas, told the
Planning Board that he was not look-
ing for approval of exterior signs at
this time because it was not yet known
who would be leasing the building.

He proposed that those who rented
out space for their stores and busi-
nesses could apply for the needed
variance to hang their signs. Also,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

New Mountainside Police Chief
Shares Highlights of Long Career

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Since June, there�s been a new
Police Chief in town or, more accu-
rately, in the borough. Slightly less
than two months ago, James Debbie,
Jr., a member of the Mountainside
force for 27 years, was sworn in as
Chief before the Borough Council.

The new commander, who previ-
ously served as Acting Chief based
on his seniority, replaced erstwhile
Chief William Alder, who retired in
March of this year.

�To become Chief, I had to com-
plete an interview process with the
Borough Council and undergo psy-
chological testing,� Chief Debbie
said.

Chief Debbie started serving the
borough as a patrolman after gradu-
ating from the Essex County Police
Academy in December of 1971. In
July of 1981, he was promoted to
Sergeant and, in July of 1992, was
sworn in as a Lieutenant.

The Chief explained that the posi-
tion of Corporal was added to the
department�s ranks in 1985 � with
the order now including the titles of
Patrolman, Corporal, Sergeant, Lieu-
tenant, Captain and then Chief.

He added that the �position of Cap-
tain has not been filled in a long time
and it is something that I wish to
fill.�

Chief Debbie also pointed out that
there have been three recent promo-
tions on the force. Patrolmen Andrew
Sullivan, Richard Latargia and Tho-
mas Murphy were all sworn in as
Corporals at the July council meeting.

�Also, there are four Sergeants who
are applying for the open position of
Lieutenant,� said Chief Debbie.

He stated that the four candidates
include Detective Sergeant Richard
Osieja, Detective Sergeant Todd
Turner, Sergeant Richard Weigele
and Sergeant Scot Worswick.

�The new Lieutenant will prob-
ably be sworn in at the September
council meeting,� Chief Debbie
added.

When asked about some memo-
rable experiences while on the force,
the Chief noted two incidents that
stuck out in his memory. The first
stemmed from an arrest made in

1981 in which he and his partner,
Alan Kennedy, now retired, appre-
hended a cat burglar after a short car
chase.

According to Chief Debbie, the cat
burglar was wanted in many cities in
Essex County, which had set up a task

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader

HEADING THE FORCE...New Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie, Jr.
stands next to one of the borough police cruisers. The Chief, a member of the
police force for 27 years, is well-known in the community where his family owns
the local delicatessen.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader
THESE ROADS WERE MADE FOR STRIPING�Quimby Street is marked
for traffic last Thursday by the Lombardi Striping Company of South Plainfield.
This machine heats up the rubbery road paint and mixes it with a reflective
powder before it is set on the road.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN ROTARIAN�Bob Maxwell, center, poses with Rotary President
Stan Kaslusky, right, and Rotary Assistant District Governor Dr. D. Michael
Hart, left, at a weekly Rotary Club meeting. Mr. Maxwell has not missed a
meeting in 50 years. Please see Page 3 for a story on area Rotary Clubs.

COUNCIL OPTS TO MAINTAIN WESTFIELD AVE. AS ONE-WAY STREET

Mayor Appoints Ad Hoc Committee
 To Review How to Spend Park Funds

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim an-
nounced Tuesday night that he has
formed an ad hoc committee to search
for the best use of Union County and
municipal funds now that the former
Excellent Diner site on North Av-
enue, which had been eyed as the
potential location for a pocket park,
will be developed as an office build-
ing instead.

The Planning Board on Monday
approved the application for the build-
ing as presented by Stella Lekas, the

owner of the property. Mayor Jardim,
who sits on the Planning Board along
with Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., said the council needs
to act quickly in order to redirect the
$200,000 that was earmarked for the
acquisition of the lot and creation of
the park.

The county had approved
Westfield�s application for a $100,000
matching dollar grant as part of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders one-year �Project Pocket
Park� program.

The council has received $17,500

from the county as part of the same
program to make improvements to
the playground at the former Lincoln
School. The school � but not the
playground area � is leased as a
high school for emotionally disturbed
students by the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission.

Since the Town Council and the
Recreation Commission will not meet
until September, Mayor Jardim said
he felt the ad hoc committee was the
best way to ensure a �rapid� response
so that Westfield does not get locked
out of the county program.

Serving on the committee are
Fourth Ward Councilman and Chair-
man of the Public Works Committee
John J. Walsh, First Ward Council-
man Gregory S. McDermott, Recre-
ation Department Director Glenn
Burrell and Vice Chairman of the
Recreation Commission Sal
Antonelli.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick disagreed with Mayor
Jardim�s view of an ad hoc commit-
tee, noting that, in her opinion, �an
ad hoc committee slows the process�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Bikers Want
To Preserve

Dirt Mounds
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A group of Westfield teenagers
pleaded with the Town Council Tues-
day night not to demolish dirt mounds
located off Dunham Avenue which
are being used as an obstacle course
by adventurous bicyclists.

Town officials said their chief con-
cern has to be the legal liability West-
field could face if a serious injury
occurs on the town-owned site.

The trails are located behind Sum-
mit Avenue on the south side of town.

Andrew Borchin of Cowperthwaite
Place said he and other bicyclists
have spent �many, many hours there,
not only riding but working on these
trails,� which for years have pro-
vided a means of recreation for youths.

�It seems that the issue is a safety
issue. Many riders come in not only
from Westfield but from neighboring
towns to ride there,� he stated.

�We know the risks that�s involved
with biking there and we choose to
ride anyway,� he said.

�We need Dunham. We need that
in order to be off the streets, out of
trouble, so to speak,� he told the
council. �It�s a place we can go any
time and just get a release from the
pressures of the world.�

Colin Osborn, 18, of Summit Av-
enue said �there has never been a
problem� with the bike trails before.
�By taking away these trails they (the
town) are taking away our freedom
and that is messed up.�

Heather Marks, 15, of Fanwood,
said she has been hurt more riding
her bike on the streets in town than at
the Dunham site.

One of the biggest opponents of the
dirt mounds, described as over five
feet in height, was former Council-
man Kenneth L. MacRitchie of Trin-
ity Place.

�The faster we get rid of them, the
better,� he emphasized, noting that
the area has been designated as a bird
sanctuary by the town.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko said a representative of the
Surburban Joint Insurance Fund,
which Westfield joined several years
ago to cut its insurance costs includ-
ing liability coverage, found the dirt
mounds to be constructed in a �hap-
hazard way� which would present an
insurance risk to the town.

Upon a suggestion from Andrew
Borchin that the town install �ride at
your own risk signs,� Town Attorney
Charles H. Brandt stated �legally,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Council Looks to Give
Life to SID Beyond 2000

While Town Council members gave
their support last week to continue the
special improvement district, the gov-
erning body could not agree on whether a
hearing should be held to give members
of the community and the DWC an op-
portunity to comment on the ordinance
which created the SID, and its purpose,
goals and duties.

The ordinance, recommended by an
advisory committee under then-Mayor Bud
C. Boothe in April of 1995, was redrafted
by Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. when he served as Chairman
of the Laws and Rules Committee.

In the new draft, the SID Board of
Directors was reduced from 11 to seven
members, along with a number of other
changes.

The ordinance specified the creation
of an advisory board of between 15 and
20 members. Mr. La Place noted that the
current panel is a list of persons in town
with certain expertise which is available
to the DWC.

Councilman Sullivan disagreed with
that description of the advisory board,
noting that it was initially seen as an
extension of the SID�s Board of Directors.

He said the panel was intended as a
means of addressing the concerns of busi-
nesses in the district, rather than maintain-
ing a large Board of Directors. Mr. Sullivan
said the panel should �feed information
from the community� and serve as an �out-
reach� for merchants and residents.

He said he envisioned the advisory group
as formal in scope, and that members
should meet quarterly or semi-annually.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said he is
�comfortable� with the current setup of
the Board of Directors, noting that the SID
board is �no different than any other non-
profit corporation� where an executive
director answers to a Board of Directors.

�I think it is a good board right now. I
think it is well constituted,� he added.

The SID was not officially put into
operation until its first budget of $184,000
was approved in the spring of 1997. The
spending plan this year is $265,500.

Mr. La Place noted that an audit of the
DWC�s books, accounts and financial
transactions would soon be conducted by
the same auditor used by the town.

The ordinance states that the SID fi-
nancial audit must be conducted within
four months after the close of the year �
which would be in April. Mr. La Place
said Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko recommended that the SID have
its audit done by the same firm that
reviews municipal records.

Mr. Gottko, in verifying these com-
ments, noted that there are no legal re-
quirements in the state for when SID
audits are to be conducted. He did note,
though, that the board has yet to present
an annual report, which was due last
December, to the Town Council.

Reportedly, the town�s audit has just
been completed and the DWC financial
records review is expected to begin
shortly.

Councilman Sullivan said he antici-
pated receiving a copy of the DWC bud-
get when reports on town government
and the municipal court were submitted
to the council.

�There has to be an audit. There has to
be a financial reporting period,� he said.

Mayor Jardim claimed he was not
concerned over the lateness of the audit,
noting he supports Mr. Gottko�s direc-
tion in ensuring the audit is completed.

Getting back to the annual report, the
corporation is required to have a report
�of its activities for the preceding fiscal
year� to the council within 30 days after
the close of the DWC�s fiscal year.

Mr. La Place said that given the SID�s

eight-month year in 1997, in lieu of an
annual report, the DWC submitted min-
utes of its meetings and a newsletter to
the council. He expects to make a presen-
tation before the council this year on the
DWC�s operations to date.

Mr. Sullivan noted that an annual re-
port tends to allow more �latitude� in the
way it is written than an audit � which
is more detailed.

This report should include �what was
done, what was spent and (describe) a
view for the future,� he said.

In terms of the sunset provision, Coun-
cilman and current Laws and Rules Com-
mittee Chairman Lawrence A. Goldman
said last week that he does not believe
the council is required under the ordi-
nance to conduct �re-analysis� or �recon-
sideration� of the program.

�It seems somewhat contradictory to
be working on a long-term downtown
improvement plan at the same time that
we don�t know whether the entity is
going to exist beyond a year,� Council-
man Goldman stated.

He said the council should act on the
sunset provision this year.

Councilman Sullivan said he believes
it would be �appropriate� that the coun-
cil �takes a look at the way the board was
constituted.�

He said the number of directors and
the mechanism of an advisory board �
along with the setup of the SID � should
be discussed in an open forum.

�I know there are things that the SID
board itself has severely criticized in
terms of the constitution of the ordi-
nance. I don�t think it would be appropri-
ate to just wipe out a line (in the ordi-
nance for the sunset provision)� in the
ordinance without giving the community
an opportunity to say �here�s how we can
make it better,�� said Councilman
Sullivan.

Councilman Goldman said he was con-
cerned that a reexamination of the SID
ordinance might �open up some old
wounds� when some merchants were
critical of having an SID in the first place.

He said anyone who wishes to com-
ment on the SID could do so when a public
hearing is conducted on the ordinance.

�I think the mere fact of amending the
ordinance to lift the sunset would facili-
tate any discussion,� Councilman
Goldman explained.

Last week, Mayor Jardim said he was
concerned that a long, drawn out process
of investigating the SID could �tie up�
the Laws and Rules Committee. The
Mayor said removal of the sunset provi-
sion would show the council�s �commit-
ment� to the DWC�s efforts thus far.

He said he was concerned some mer-
chants might have a �short-term prospec-
tive� on the DWC.

However, when reached for comment
Tuesday, the Mayor said he supports
having an open forum on the SID, so long
as the revised ordinance does not put
further restrictions of the DWC. He said
a provision requiring council approval on
all budget items should be removed,
claiming that it is unconstitutional based
on state laws.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick said an open discussion might
generate some �very positive results�
and ideas that the DWC �might not have
otherwise been thinking about.�

In addition to the improvement plan,
Mr. La Place said the DWC has ordered
New Jersey State, American and West-
field flags to accompany the DWC ban-
ners in the downtown.

He added the DWC will continue to
work with the town on areas such as
pedestrian safety and parking and down-
town cleanliness.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

would be critical,� he said.
With that, the board granted approval

of vinyl-backed window signs, with let-
tering not to exceed three feet in height;
a 16-foot by 14-foot Williams-Sonoma
sign above the awning across the front of
the building, and medallions measuring
nine inches in diameter.

A request for signs on the awning skirt
were withdrawn by the applicant.

The board, in turn, denied Williams-
Sonoma�s request for 15-inch by 30-inch
�menu boards� which basically advertise
the contents of the store. The board felt
these menu boards were not necessary.

Paprika Grille (formerly Ken Marcotte
restaurant), located at 115 Elm Street,
requested variances to erect and retain
two exterior wall signs contrary to the
zoning ordinance, to the threat of being
cited by the town.

Ken Marcotte, the owner of Paprika
Grille, and his attorney, James Mella,
made a concerted effort to convince the
board that erecting two identical signs
measuring four feet by four feet � one
located at the front entrance and the other
on the sidewalk � were modest-looking
and fit in with the decor of the building.

The reason for the request to change
the size of the sign was to conform with
the restaurant logo and the overall look of
the building, the applicant explained.

Board Vice Chairman Vincent A. Wilt
stated that �with past applications, we
have always had problems with two
signs.� Board member Doris M. Molowa
stated that, �we get a great deal of re-
quests for signs. Just because you are
located in an alley doesn�t mean you
need a side sign. We would rather ap-
prove one larger sign than approving two
signs.�

Clearly frustrated, Mr. Marcotte re-
sponded by saying he was �not looking
for an excessive sign.� He said he was
curious why other businesses in town,
such as First Union Bank and Fleet Bank,
were granted similar requests. He fur-
ther stated that �small business owners
in town are dwindling. We have to put up
with a lot of roadblocks.�

Mr. Wilt replied that �those businesses
are on corners on busy streets.� He fur-
ther mentioned that �I don�t make the
rules, I only enforce them. I don�t think a
second sign would make much of a dif-
ference.�

The board approved a variance for the
four-foot by four-foot sign on the front of

the building, but denied the applicant�s
request for the sign on the side of the
building. The board ordered Mr. Marcotte
to remove the sign which has already
been erected.

In a carry-over appeal, Boogie�s Tick-
ets, located at 41 Elm Street, submitted a
sign revision to the board which had
previously been rejected by the Board of
Architectural Review due to its color.

The board concluded that it would
only grant the sign variances under the
following three conditions: that the sign
be four feet by eight feet; that navy blue
lettering be used with a beige back-
ground as per requests by the Board of
Architectural Review, and that the
Boogie�s Tickets sign which stands in-
side the front window of the business be
removed.

In other business, the board heard
testimony from Martin and Maureen
Rothfelder of 419 East Dudley Avenue.

The residents requested permission to
erect additions and make alterations to
their single-family home contrary to the
Land Use Ordinance. Before the
Rothfelders got to the heart of the matter,
however, the board quickly recognized
that an existing deck attached to the
home from a previous owner might in
fact be illegal due to its size.

Records show no proof of a request for
a variance by the home�s previous own-
ers, officials revealed. In this case, the
board recommended that the deck be
removed and rebuilt in compliance with
the town ordinance.

If the deck is not removed, it is pos-
sible the applicant could be cited, offi-
cials said. If rebuilt, the board stated it
would be apt to grant the variance.

Jacqueline and Jason Reeves of 749
Marcellus Drive were granted a variance
for a rear yard setback to build an addi-
tion on their home, but were denied
permission to build a deck off of their
kitchen.

The board stated it is against imposing
on a neighboring property owner by ap-
proving a deck beyond the town�s vari-
ance standards.

The board granted Raymond and Lee
De Rosa of 511 Birch Avenue permission
to erect a building addition.

The board was informed that all of the
work to be done will take place at the rear
of the home, which is private and land-
scaped, adding that neighbors will not be
infringed upon.

Zoning Board Rejects Menu
Boards, Side of Building Sign

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

force to catch him. One evening, he re-
called, after coming across a suspicious
car that had a doctor�s bag with six
wallets sitting on the seat, Chief Debbie
and his partner saw a man on the top of
Juniper Way with a mask on his head.

Chief Debbie said that after a short
chase, the burglar was apprehended on
Highwood Road, which is a dead end
street. This incident, the Chief noted,
earned him the title of Policeman of the
Year for 1981.

The second incident happened in May
of 1993, when he arrested a man who had
kidnapped two young girls from New
York. He said he spotted a suspicious car
in Plainfield, with New York plates,
with two girls inside who fit a rough
description of those who were abducted.

The girls were kidnapped from their
mother by a man who was hired by their
father. It was the intent of the father to
take the girls out of the country, never to
see their mother again, the Chief re-
counted.

For this action, Chief Debbie, who
was a Lieutenant at the time, was given
an award from the Honorary Policemen�s
Benevolent Association for his heroic
efforts. Chief Debbie concluded the story
by noting that the men were indicted for
this offense and sent to prison for kidnap-
ping.

Other important accomplishments in
Chief Debbie�s police career include start-
ing a Driving While Intoxicated Task
Force in 1984; getting all the department�s
vehicles (there are seven in all) equipped
with radar detectors instead of transfer-
ring one radar device from car to car;
designing the security system for the new
building; installing the new computer
system for the police force, and helping
to attain the very high technology radio
system which can connect telephone com-

munication into the radio.
Chief Debbie has a strong his
tory of law enforcement in his family.

His grandfather, Fred Roeder, was a
Mountainside police officer who rose to
the rank of Lieutenant before he retired
in the 1940s due to illness.

Also, Chief Debbie�s would-be fa-
ther-in-law, Joseph Walter, was a State
Trooper until 1952, when he was killed
in the line- of-duty. Chief Debbie noted
that Mr. Walter�s name was inscribed on
the wall in Washington D.C. memorial-
izing fallen officers.

Chief Debbie�s oldest son, Christo-
pher, is a Union County Patrolman who
was recently appointed to the Essex/
Union County Auto Theft Task Force.
Chief Debbie noted that the members of
this task force are highly trained by the
FBI and are formed to look for and re-
cover stolen cars.

Chief Debbie also revealed that the
Fox television network will be featuring
the task force this evening, Thursday,
August 13, at 9 p.m., and that the ABC
news program �20/20� was also sending
a camera crew to follow members of this
task force for a story.

Chief Debbie�s other children include
Jeffery Michael, James, 3rd, and Michael
Patrick. He is also the grandfather of a 2-
year-old grandson named Tyler. His wife,
Patricia, has been very active in the bor-
ough as the Recreation Commissioner,
and has served as President of the Booster
Club at Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield.

She currently serves as Booster Club
President at Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights. Chief
Debbie�s parents have lived in the bor-
ough for over 40 years, and his sister and
brother-in-law own the Mountainside
Deli on Mountain Avenue.

New Police Chief Shares
Highlights of His Career

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
• An Edison resident reported that

someone made an unauthorized with-
drawal of $2,000 from his account at an
East Broad Street bank. Police said there
presently are no suspects in the case.

• A Barchester Way resident reported
that someone smeared butter on his car
while it was parked in his driveway. A
similar incident involving the victim�s
car occurred the following day, authori-
ties said.

• Juan Concepcion, 24, of Newark
was arrested and charged with shoplifting
at an East Broad Street clothing store and
with possession of a hypodermic needle,
according to police. The suspect was trans-
ported to the Union County Jail.

• A Hillside woman reported that she
was harassed by an unidentified man
while she was eating lunch in her parked
car on Elm Street.

• Sean Carroll, 19, of Westfield was
arrested on South Avenue and charged
with simple assault, aggravated assault,
burglary and criminal mischief, accord-
ing to police.

Authorities said Carroll allegedly
forced his way into a residence on
North Avenue, West, and assaulted a
man and a woman inside. The suspect
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during testimony given by the proposed
building�s architect, Richard Potter of
Potter Associates in Union, it was noted
that Mrs. Lekas did not need a variance
for the building�s windows because it
met the town�s requirements.

Mr. Potter also testified that the first
floor would contain small stores with big
picture windows, and that there would be
a clock outside the building. He said the
second and third floors would be for
business use and contain a lobby and
elevators.

The architect also stated that the third
floor would be part of the roof structure,
as opposed to having three stories with
an additional roof. He assured members
of the board that the basement would be
used as a utility basement and would not
be used for storage.

Mr. Potter explained that the base-
ment would be used as a place to collect
garbage because there is no yard for trash
collection. He went on to say that the
garbage would be stored in a sealed
compactor system and would be picked
up privately.

He also testified that many inner city
businesses were using this means of trash
collection because of the lack of outdoor
space to hold trash, and that it has been
approved by the State Health Depart-
ment.

Mr. Potter told the board that the build-
ing would be a Colonial-style structure
and �would architecturally portray what
Westfield wanted. Westfield is a very
Colonial-oriented town.�

Testimony was also heard from John
DuPont, an Engineer from EKA Associ-
ates in Scotch Plains, who stated that the
new building would not increase water
run-off because the roof leaders would
guide water out to the curb, where it
would then fall on the street.

Board Attorney William S. Jeremiah,
2nd, told Mr. Honecker to check his
witness�s testimony with Town Engi-
neer Kenneth B. Marsh, because the
latter was not present at the meeting.

The last witness to testify before the

board was planner Michael Kaular of
Kaular & Associates in Butler.

Mr. Kaular said the board should waive
the variances for required parking be-
cause of his findings in Westfield�s Mas-
ter Plan, which was last updated in 1991.

According to Mr. Kaular, the plan
states that, in order to encourage busi-
nesses to build in the central business
district, parking waivers should be given
if there is ample municipal parking close
by.

Mr. Kauler pointed out that there is a
municipal lot right next door to the site
which contains 76 spaces � far exceed-
ing the 32 spaces needed by Mrs. Lekas.
He also reminded the board that the
Excellent Diner, which operated from
1935 to 1995, had no parking spaces.

Speaking during the public portion of
the meeting was Michael La Place, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Downtown West-
field Corporation, which operates the
town�s special improvement district, who
asked if the proposed clock in front of the
building would be a working clock. He
was assured that it would be.

The four variances were approved by
the board under three conditions. The
first condition mandated that the Town
Engineer approve the drainage of the
building. The second restricts the un-
loading of retail, specifically restricting
tenants from receiving merchandise from
the North Avenue lobby.

Lastly, the board asked Mrs. Lekas to
show good faith in an effort to have the
site at least cleaned up and ready for
construction within 120 days.

Before adjournment, all board mem-
bers told Mr. Honecker that the presen-
tation of his witnesses was done �very
professionally.� Third Ward Councilman
and board member Neil F. Sullivan, Jr.
added that he thought the Williamsburg
architectural style of the building would
enhance the flavor and character of the
town.

Mayor Jardim added that, �the presen-
tation of this building far exceeded all of
my expectations.�

Office Building Gains Nod
For Excellent Diner Site

reportedly had an altercation with the
victims earlier over a motor vehicle
infraction.

Carroll was transported to the Union
County Jail, where he was being held in
lieu of $25,000 bail.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
• A resident of Barchester Way re-

ported that someone snapped off the an-
tenna, bent both windshield wipers and
smeared butter on the windows of his car
while it was parked in his driveway.

• A potted plant was uprooted from in
front of an East Broad Street conve-
nience store, according to police.

• A Westfield woman reported the
theft of a cellular telephone valued at
$200, which she believes was stolen
from her residence, authorities said.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
• James Lawson, 21, of Westfield was

arrested on South Avenue and charged
with receiving stolen property in connec-
tion with the theft of a bicycle in April
from Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield. Lawson was held in lieu of
$500 bail.

• A resident of South Avenue, West,
reported that her bicycle valued at $120
was stolen from outside a South Avenue
convenience store.
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since they would still have to report back
to the full governing body.

Town Administrator Edward A. Gottko
explained that the town must send back
the agreement for the site with a letter
detailing where the funds will be spent.
He said as long as the funds are for parks
and recreational services he has been
told the county would approve the town�s
revised application.

Councilwoman Vernick said she be-
lieves the council�s Public Works Com-
mittee, of which she is a member, would
be best suited to make recommendations
concerning what projects to expend the
funds on, noting that this was the process
that was originally planned.

�I think we all have ideas and have
expressed those ideas where we think
the money should go and should have
been earmarked from the beginning,�
she said, adding that as a Public Works
Committee member, she would like to
have input on where the funds should be
spent.

�I think it is much more organized if it
(the process to earmark the �Pocket Park�
funds) is kept in Public Works,� ex-
plained Councilwoman Vernick.

Councilman Sullivan said he would
have liked to see the issue presented to
the full council first for input. Mayor
Jardim said he wants to speed up the
process since the county is set to begin
distributing the �Pocket Park� funds as
of this Wednesday, August 19.

�Therefore, we should act as quickly
as possible to ensure that these parks are
available for the safety and enjoyment of
our children,� the Mayor stated through
a press release issued Tuesday night.

Mrs. Vernick said she would like the
improvements to the concrete overlook
at Mindowaskin Park to be at the top of
the list of projects to receive the funding.
She said leftover funds could be used to
upgrade other parks and fields in the
town.

Mayor Jardim said he would like to
see the funds used for Mindowaskin as
well as for improvements for Memorial
Field, Sycamore Field, Brightwood Park,
Tamaques Park, Gumbert Field and
Houlihan Field.

He said he would like to see the town
create a park commemorating Paul
Robeson, a performing artist and human
rights activist who resided in Westfield
from 1907 to 1910 during his youth.

He said the park could include benches
and a plaque in honor of Robeson. The
park would be located near Rahway Av-
enue at Watterson Street, on the south

side of town.
Mayor Jardim said he was �certainly

not in any way looking to exclude some-
body from the process,� but rather to
have a public forum as set by the ad hoc
group to field suggestions from residents
and the council, in order �to get as much
input as possible� on how to spend the
funds.

Councilwoman Vernick said the con-
struction of a building on the diner site
�was the right thing to do.� She said
construction can now �move forward in a
timely basis,� thus giving the town a
�much needed� tax ratable while still
enabling the town to receive funds to
upgrade its parks.

Mr. Gottko noted that upon a conver-
sation with county officials, �what we
decided to do with the money as a com-
munity, they would have no problem
with,� providing that the town details
where the funds will be spent as part of
an agreement with the county.

The administrator noted that the coun-
cil has �almost reached agreement� with
the Board of Education to lease the Lin-
coln School playground. Once that agree-
ment is finalized, the town can move
forward with plans to upgrade the play-
ground, including the purchasing of new
equipment.

In other business, the council acted to
defeat an ordinance which would have
converted Westfield Avenue to a two-
way street. The decision follows a meet-
ing between Westfield Avenue residents
and Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti. Thus, the thoroughfare will re-
main as a one-way street.

Chief Scutti said the original reason
for converting the road was based on a
plan by county officials to synchronize
the traffic lights on South Avenue prior to
any change in the traffic pattern.

Since the county has not provided any
time frame for when it will change the
timing on the signal and the state Depart-
ment of Transportation has yet to report
back on the re-design of the South Av-
enue intersection, thus eliminating the
traffic circle, Chief Scutti recommended
that Westfield Avenue remain a one-way
street.

Area residents told the Chief that the
light at Westfield Avenue and South
Avenue, which would have to be ad-
justed for traffic traveling south, would
back up traffic in the traffic circle, result-
ing in �major traffic jams.�

Chief Scutti said if the county and state
move forward with their proposals, the
town should �re-evaluate the situation.�

Ad Hoc Committee Named
To Look at Park Funding
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that would have no effect at all. You
can�t disguise negligence.�

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick suggested that, perhaps, par-
ents of the riders could write letters
removing the town from legal respon-
sibility in case of a serious accident.

Mr. Brandt said while this sugges-
tion would be acceptable on a legal
basis, it would be impossible for the
town to fully regulate who uses the site.

�I don�t think that (the letters) would
be a practical solution,� he explained.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman recommended that the
Recreation Commission look into the
matter to see if some organized activ-
ity could be created for the bikers.

In other business, the council nar-
rowly approved a resolution waiving
all but $200 of the annual $2,000
liquor license for Chez Catherine, an
upscale French cuisine restaurant
located next to the Westfield Inn on
North Avenue.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Coun-
cilman Goldman and Second Ward
Councilman Matthew P. Albano all
voted against the resolution, stating

they feared the town was setting a
legal precedent for establishments
claiming hardships in the future.

Catherine Gitter, the owner of the
restaurant, was not able to utilize the
liquor license due to back state taxes
in the amount of $30,000 that the
previous tenant, La Petite Rose, had
failed to pay.

In order to preserve the liquor li-
cense, Ms. Gitter paid the $2,000
license fee last year to the town. But,
due to the state tax lien on the license,
it was not utilized in 1997.

In supporting the reduction in the
fee, Mrs. Vernick called Chez
Catherine a �premier restaurant in
New Jersey and an asset in West-
field.� She said had Ms. Gitter not
taken action to repossess the restau-
rant, �it would have otherwise been
left empty� following the bankruptcy
filing by La Petite Rose.

Although noting Ms. Gitter�s ef-
forts, Mr. Goldman said �sometimes
we have to play the tough guy,� in
terms of what precedent the council
might be setting for similar requests
in the future.

Bikers Plead to Council
To Preserve Dirt Mounds


