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Westfield Seniors Donate
Decorations to Runnells

THANKS FOR THE EFFORT...Union County Freeholder Deborah P. Scanlon,
center, presents a resolution to Marion Connolly, center, and the Second
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing group. Pictured, left to right, are: Matilda
Reitman; Elizabeth Fraga, Housing Manager Thelma Smith (in back), Bette
Kenely, Ivy Reznak (in back), Evelyn Badge, Madeline Keller (in back), Ms.
Connolly, Freeholder Scanlon, Runnells Hospital Volunteer Services Director
Patricia Scott (in back), Westfield Senior Housing Executive Director Ruth
Smith, Virginia Guerriero, Carmella Boguski and Wanda Hvizdak.

Green and white silk floral ar-
rangements graced the tables this St.
Patrick’s Day at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights, due to the efforts
of a group of residents from the Sec-
ond Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Complex on Boynton Avenue.

The 24 dining room table center-
pieces are part of an ongoing volun-
teer effort by the group, which started
making silk flower arrangements in
1997 for Runnells. This past year,
they made and donated special pieces
for Easter, the Fourth of July, Thanks-
giving, Christmas, and for Valen-
tines Day, according to tenant Marion
Connolly, organizer of the group.

Ms. Connolly has been a volunteer
at Runnells for a number of years.
When she moved to Second Senior
Citizen Housing she asked Runnells’
Volunteer Services if she could do
something special, and they suggested
centerpieces, county spokespeople
Margaret Salisbury and Dennis
Panchyshyn said.

Ms. Connolly sought assistance in
making the arrangements at one of
the tenants’ meetings in her build-
ing. Fifteen residents offered to help,
and Ms. Connolly taught them how
to arrange the flowers. Now the ar-
rangements have become fixtures at
Runnells.

Financing for the projects comes
from their budget for activities, and
funds collected by tenants in a “Coins
for Charity” jar they keep on the
main floor, the county added.

Union County Freeholder Deborah
P. Scanlon, Liaison to the Runnells
Hospital Board of Managers, said,
“It was a pleasure meeting the group
and talking to them about their vol-

unteer work for Runnells. They feel
that by making these floral arrange-
ments, they do something enjoyable
and benefit others. We thank them
for their thoughtfulness and beauti-
ful handiwork.”

Volunteers at Runnells perform a
variety of tasks each day, such as
assisting with activities that include
table and card games, bingo, arts and
crafts, plant therapy and weekly cof-
fee socials; acting as friendly visitors
to residents who have no family or
friendship contacts; giving residents
manicures; accompanying residents
on weekly swimming trips, assisting
with religious services held in the
facility that include playing the or-
gan and assisting with bible study;
escorting residents and patients to
and from therapy, or the on-site beauty
salon; and general office work.

Help is also welcome from anyone
able to assist on the units with escort-
ing/transporting residents, marking
personal laundry, shopping for resi-
dents, and with making menu selec-
tions.

There are opportunities to help
every day of the week, including
weekends, both day and night. Any-
one interested in becoming a volun-
teer is encouraged to call (908) 771-
5848.

Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County operates under the
authority of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. The facility
offers Subacute Care, the Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation Center,
Long-Term Care, including a unit
devoted to those in the final stages of
an illness, and Cornerstone psychi-
atric care.

For further information on
Runnells, please call (908) 771-5700.

SP-F Future Business Leaders
Cited NJ Outstanding Chapter

a ‘gold standard’ for the students who will follow them.”

OUTSTANDING CHAPTER...Members of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Chapter proudly display
the awards banner and some of the plaques they won at the recent FBLA State
Conference. Representatives of Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s “New Jersey Out-
standing Chapter” of the year, left to right, are: front row, Mike Bostwick, third
place, impromptu speaking; R. J. Milligan, state North-Central Vice President-
elect, and David Frank, first place Web site; back row, Joe Franzone, state
Community Service Vice President-elect; David Gewirtz, first place honors in
“Mr. FBLA,” “Who’s Who in FBLA,” and FBLA Scholarship, and Chris
Hughes, first place Web site and sixth place “Gold Officer.”

For a fifth consecutive year, the
Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA) Chapter at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School was named
“New Jersey Outstanding Chapter”
at the recent State Conference.

Members of the local chapter were
also recognized in several competi-
tion categories for the group’s ef-
forts throughout the year and for
individual accomplishments.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior David Gewirtz, Presi-
dent of both the local and state
chapters, was the first FBLA mem-
ber on record to sweep the top three
state awards.

David was named “Mr. Future
Business Leader,” was named the
recipient of the FBLA Scholarship,
and received first place honors in
the “Who’s Who in FBLA” cat-
egory.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Chapter won first place honors as a
“Go for the Gold Chapter in New
Jersey,” placed first in “Local Re-
cruitment of (new) FBLA Chap-
ters,” and was recognized as the
first place chapter in New Jersey in
raising money for their chapter
charity, the March of Dimes.

The chapter also received fourth
place state honors for their “Part-
nership with Business” project and
fifth place honors for their “Ameri-
can Enterprise Day” project.

Chapter members Chris Hughes
and Dave Frank received the top

“Chapter FBLA Web site Award”
for the web page they designed and
maintain. Mike Bostwick received
third place honors in the “Im-
promptu Speaking” category and
Lindsay Freeman placed sixth in
both the “Ms. Future Business
Leader” and “Gold Member” cat-
egories.

Chris Hughes placed sixth in the
“Gold Officer” category and David
Lies captured seventh place in “Eco-
nomics.”

Two professional people who
work very closely with the local
organization also received top hon-
ors. Dr. Terry K. Riegel, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Prin-
cipal, received the first place “Lo-
cal Professional Award” and Kathy
Marvel, Coordinator of the Chubb
and Son Inc. business partnership
with the local chapter, placed first
as “Businessperson of the Year.”

In addition to all the local
chapter’s competitive successes,
two chapter members were also
elected to state offices for 1998-
1999.

Joe Franzone was elected Com-
munity Service Vice President and
Richard J. (R.J.) Milligan will serve
as North-Central Region Vice Presi-
dent.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter
Advisor Fran DeSalvo said of her
students, “I don’t know how they
do this year after year. They just
work incredibly hard and it shows.
This year’s group has certainly set

‘World of Wine’ to be
Discussed at Club Meeting

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN…Michael La Place, Executive Director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation, was the featured speaker at the March
meeting of the College Woman’s Club of Westfield. Following a lively talk on
recent retail activity and streetscape improvements downtown, Mr. La Place
presented Margo Atwell, CWC President, with a donation to the club’s schol-
arship fund. The April meeting will feature a talk by wine expert Phil Reilly of
Peterson’s Wines Unlimited. For membership information, please call Mary
Ellen O’Boyle at 233-1031 or 233-5347.

New developments in the world of
wine will be the featured program of the
College Woman’s Club meeting on
Tuesday, April 7, at 8 p.m. in the mem-
bers’ lounge of the First Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street, in West-
field.

Phil Reilly, owner of Peterson’s
Wines Unlimited in Westfield, will dis-
cuss emerging trends among Califor-
nia and European wineries, including
popular new varietals and exceptional
wine values. Mr. Reilly is a consultant
on wine lists to many restaurants and
has traveled extensively to the major
wine producing regions,  including
Tuscany and Piedmont in Italy, the south
of France, California, Australia and
Spain. He is currently completing gradu-
ate course work at the University of
California at Davis, the world center for
wine education.

During the business portion of the
meeting, the proposed slate of officers
and budget for 1998-1999 will be pre-
sented. Refreshments for the meeting
will be provided by the club’s Cuisine
Group II.

At the club’s March meeting, mem-
bers heard Michael La Place, Executive
Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, discuss the revitalization

program for the central business district.
Mr. La Place described recent retail ac-
tivity downtown and outlined plans for
new signage and streetscape improve-
ments.

Founded in 1917, The College
Woman’s Club awards scholarships to
deserving young women from Westfield
and provides numerous enrichment op-
portunities for its members. Programs
are open to all members and their guests.
Women wishing to join the club now
will receive half price off on annual
membership dues and will be invited to
the annual Scholarship Dinner on Tues-
day, May 12. For membership informa-
tion, please contact Mary Ellen O’Boyle
at 233-1031 or 233-5347.

Janet Julia Stadelmeier
Earns Master’s Degree
From Montclair State
Janet Julia Stadelmeier of Westfield

is among 628 students who completed
their bachelor’s or master’s degree re-
quirements at Montclair State Univer-
sity in Upper Montclair in January.

She was awarded a Master of Arts
Degree in Communication Sciences and
Disorders from the school.


