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Westfield Rescue Squad
Reaches Out to Community

YOUTH SERVING WESTFIELD…Youth members of the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad include, from left, Chris Owens, Robyn Feldman, Christine
Weber, Lauren Pass and Michael Mottley. Six additional members were
unavailable for the photo.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, including its younger mem-
bers, is asking the residents and busi-
nesses of Westfield to continue sup-
porting the rescue squad through con-
tributions to the 1998 Fund Drive.

This financial support enables the
rescue squad to continue its tradition
of quality emergency medical services
to the residents and visitors of West-
field, as it has done for the past 48
years, said squad spokesman Richard
Jackson.

In addition to the fund drive, resi-
dents are encouraged to donate the
valuable resource of manpower and
time.

The youth from the local area have
demonstrated a commitment to help
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
Mr. Jackson said. There are currently
11 rescue squad members that, in addi-
tion to their high school studies, have
undertaken the challenge and subse-
quent reward of becoming emergency
medical technicians or dispatchers.

“These young adults exemplify the
value of volunteering and continue to
show the residents of Westfield that an
individual can truly make a difference,”
Mr. Jackson added.

These volunteers have varied reasons
for joining the squad, but there seems to
be the desire to continue the pursuit of
medical knowledge throughout their ca-
reer, Mr. Jackson continued.

David Koye, a senior from Westfield
High School, said that his experience
on the rescue squad has acted as a
springboard to seek a possible career
in the medical field.

David continued, “There is a special
feeling of accomplishment when you
realize that you are able to act respon-
sibly in the event of an emergency.”

When asked what he would say to
others who may wish to join, David
conveyed that, “the encounters are not
as scary as they might seem. It is well
worth the time and effort to experience
the sense of a job well done.”

Another young member of the squad
is Michael Warren. Michael attends
Pingry School and became an EMT at
the beginning of the year, Mr. Jackson
said. Michael’s interest in emergency
medicine began when he was a life-
guard. Rather than using his medical
training as a career step, he is more
interested in serving others.

“Being on the rescue squad is excit-
ing and rewarding because it allows
you to use hands-on experience while
interacting with people in need,”
Michael said.

In addition, he referred to the resi-
dent status of the squad by stating, “the
Westfield Rescue Squad continues to
have faster response times to emergen-
cies because the members pull their
duty shifts from the building, rather

than responding from home.”
This is a unique feature of the West-

field squad, Mr. Jackson noted, and
requires the constant commitment of
volunteers to answer the call for help.

Robyn Feldman, another senior from
Westfield High School, feels that the
rescue squad offers a meaningful way
to occupy any free time that could be
used to help those in need.

“Many of my friends have a hard
time believing that one person can
contribute so much, but everyone has
the desire to help and the rescue squad
provides a wonderful way to give to the
community,” Robyn said.

The young lady has also expressed a
desire to continue her education in the
medical sciences and feels that her
experience on the rescue squad will
undoubtedly help her achieve any goal,
Mr. Jackson added.

The squad has also developed a close
working relationship with the high
school. These efforts include the teach-
ing of cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) to various students that have
demonstrated a desire to learn this life-
saving technique, responding to emer-
gencies at various sporting events
throughout the year and a continued
effort to recruit students as volunteers.

Several active members began serv-
ing as volunteers during their high
school years, and have proven that the
volunteer’s commitment continues well
into the future.

The squad is an all-volunteer orga-
nization serving the 6.29-square-mile
community, Mr. Jackson said.

The rescue squad is now conducting
its annual fund drive. Tax deductible
contributions can be made to: The West-
field Volunteer Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, 07090.

To learn more about volunteering
with the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, please call (908) 233-2501.

Teacher Award Nominations
Extended Through April 20
The Optimist Club of Westfield

has extended its deadline for receipt
of nominations for the Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
to Monday, April 20. Two intermedi-
ate school teachers — one from
Edison and one from Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools — will be chosen
to receive the award at an Optimist
Club dinner on May 13.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth. The nominee
must be a full-time teacher in the
Westfield Public Schools for a mini-
mum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Dr. James Fleming, Presi-
dent, Optimist Club of Westfield,
Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee, 245 Tuttle Parkway, West-
field, 07090.

According to Dr. William J. Foley,
Superintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulat-
ing and supporting environment dur-
ing the critical stage of adolescence.”

The Optimist award joins other
annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The Rob-
ert and Linda Foose Memorial Award
for Excellence in Education, the Dis-
tinguished Teacher Award, and the
Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Organization Outstanding
Teacher of the Year Award.

Sister Catherine Carroll
Named Outstanding Teacher

Sister Catherine Carroll

Sister Catherine Carroll has been
named Outstanding Teacher of the
Year at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains, and was also se-
lected as an Outstanding Educator
for 1998 at the Archdiocesan level.

The Teacher Recognition Program,
now in its seventh year, is sponsored by
the Office of the Superintendent of
Schools for the Archdiocese of Newark.

According to Sister Percylee Hart,
UCHS Principal, “Sister Catherine
is a dedicated, positive support and
witness to our Catholic school phi-
losophy. She contributes to the aca-

demic growth of our school and has
outstanding rapport with faculty and
students alike.”

Sister Catherine’s career in educa-
tion spans 39 years, the last 13 at
UCHS. She is currently Chairwoman
of the Religion Department, teaches
religion to freshman students, and is
the freshman guidance counselor as
well as the coordinator of the Cam-
pus Ministry.

Recognized for her achievements
as a Confraternity of Christian Doc-
trine catechist, she received a Years
of Service Award as a Director of
Religious Education at Christ the
King Parish in Hillside.

She was also honored as Elemen-
tary Principal of the Year and was the
first woman to serve as Spiritual Di-
rector for the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Search and Crossroads Pro-
gram.

Sister Catherine is presently show-
ing the religion department faculty
how to adapt traditional classroom
methods of instruction to include the
use of computers with the Internet,
the electronic library and more.

Sister Catherine will be honored
by the archdiocese at the annual
Teacher Recognition Dinner to be
held in May at the Sheraton Mead-
owlands Hotel. Alumni of UCHS and
her previous students are invited to
write to her, according to UCHS
spokeswoman Bernadine Liebrich.

SP-FHS Students Named
National Merit Scholars

Two seniors at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School have been named
finalists in the 1998 National Merit
Scholarship competition.

Douglas S. Bishop, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Craig Bishop of Scotch Plains,
and Molly R. Johnson, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Johnson of
Fanwood, have met all the require-
ments to qualify as finalists from among
the 15,000 semifinalists named earlier
in this school year. Doug and Molly
will now be considered to receive one
of the 7,400 Merit Scholarships to be
awarded nationally.

The National Merit Scholarship Cor-
poration is a privately financed, not-

for-profit corporation. Scholarships
awarded through the Merit Program
are supported by some 600 indepen-
dent sponsor organizations and institu-
tions that share the program’s goals of
broadening educational opportunities
for scholastically able young men and
women and encouraging the pursuit of
excellence at all academic levels.

Those chosen to receive the title
Merit Scholar will be those finalists
judged to have the greatest potential
for success in rigorous college studies,
based on the evaluations of profession-
als in admission and selection who
consider candidates’ academic abili-
ties, skills, and accomplishments.

Marita Eriksson,
Bonnie Baldasare
Awarded Ribbons

Marita Eriksson of Westfield was
recently awarded second place and
third place ribbons for her entries in
the Floral Arrangement Division of
the State FFA Floral Design Contest
and Horticulture Exposition at
Quakerbridge Mall in Lawrenceville.

Marita is a student enrolled in the
horticulture program taught by
Bonnie Baldasare at Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains. Ms. Baldasare, also of
Westfield, took home a first place
ribbon for her entry in the Floral
Arrangement, Advisors Only Divi-
sion.

Lindsay E. Zachar
Makes Dean’s List

At Furman University
Lindsay E. Zachar, the daughter of

Andrew W. and Evelyn C. Zachar of
Westfield, has been named to the Dean’s
List for the Winter 1998 term at Furman
University in Greenville, South Caro-
lina.

The university’s Dean’s List is com-
posed of full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who earn a grade-point average
of 3.4 or higher on a four-point system.
The list is compiled at the end of each of
Furman’s three terms.

Rachel Martin Makes
Brandeis Dean’s List
Rachel Martin, the daughter of

Harlan and Susan Martin of West-
field, is among those students who
recently made the Dean’s List at
Brandeis University in Waltham,
Massachusetts during the fall semes-
ter.

She is a member of the Class of
1998 at the university.

Dean’s List honors are awarded to
students with grade point averages
of 3.5 or better.


