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Letter to the Editor

SP-F School Board Should Reinstate
Second Grade Standardized Testing

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education approved, by a 6-3 vote, a
motion to eliminate standardized test-
ing for second grade students.

The first-time parents will get an
accurate comparison of their child’s
performance will now be third grade.
The State of New Jersey has posited
that standardized tests are a waste of
money. We have implemented a math
curriculum so new that no national fig-
ures are available about its impact on
educational performance.

We still have a lot of well-meaning
but rabid Whole Language proponents
who are neglecting to teach our chil-
dren to read properly — despite all of
the evidence as to its failure. The state
fourth grade test is totally new and
unproven (aside from the fact that our
“standards” have been ranked the low-
est in the nation). This is the worst
possible time to eliminate standard-
ized testing at this most critical junc-
ture of a student’s education.

Just like phonics and rote memoriza-
tion of math facts, standardized tests
are out of fashion in education circles.

However, all three have stood the test of
time for effectiveness and accuracy.

Parents need this information early
enough to secure outside intervention/
enrichment programs for their chil-
dren — before it’s too late. A local test,
no matter how well designed, does not
give us this information. As always, I
am willing to share supporting docu-
mentation of any and all comments
contained in this letter.

Mr. Meade spoke about problems
with the district-wide local test, admin-
istered last year, and yet he oddly ap-
proved its extension into second grade
along with the elimination of the stan-
dardized test. The other five votes were
expected — this crew would support
our superintendent in any motion be-
cause they apparently don’t take the
time to independently research the is-
sues.

None of the six have children young
enough to be affected, but I urge them to
please think deeply about the ramifica-
tions on the children of this community
and support a motion to re-institute
standardized testing in second grade.

Victoria C. Manduca
Fanwood

Mountainside Republicans
Name Council Candidates

The Mountainside Republican
Club sponsored the first convention
for the selection of candidates for the
Borough Council on March 18.

After the group adopted the rules
for the convention, Bill Van Blarcom,
the Republican Chairman for the
borough, introduced Dona Osieja,
Second Vice President, who nomi-
nated incumbent Councilman Werner
Schon for a sixth term.

Mr. Schon is a graduate of Upsala
College and is President of Astro
Molding Inc., as well as a partner in
several other companies.

In his acceptance speech, he noted
that he was part of a team that had
renovated the municipal complex,
which includes the Rescue Squad,
pool, Borough Hall and Police De-
partment, and had also been instru-
mental in getting the third turnaround
on the westbound lane of Route No.
22 opened.

During his 15 years on the council,
he has served on almost every com-
mittee. Councilman Schon cited the
very low tax rate which Mountainside
maintains, stating “I give you a word
of caution — we cannot become com-
placent, we cannot take things for
granted.

“There will be competition and we
will combat the unwarranted accusa-
tions by those critical of the Republi-
can Party. I pledge to you that I will
make every effort to be sure we are
elected in November,” he added.

The Republican Chairman then
introduced Dr. Marilyn Hart, Corre-
sponding Secretary, who nominated
Glenn Mortimer for the seat being
vacated by Councilman David M.
Hart, who is not running for reelec-
tion.

Mr. Mortimer, who has lived in
Mountainside for 33 years, gradu-
ated from the Mountainside schools
and from Drew University with a
bachelor’s degree in economics. He
is a project manager for IBM.

The nominee emphasized his fond

memories of growing up in the bor-
ough, the sense of community it fos-
tered, and his desire to serve the
people of Mountainside with a posi-
tive contribution.

He stated that “Mountainside is an
efficiently governed town. Our taxes
are low and our property values high
when compared to neighboring
towns. In a large part this is due to the
dedicated people who serve our mu-
nicipal government. The current
members of the town government
have indeed set a high standard.”

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti spoke
briefly, welcoming the candidates and
pointing out that Mountainside now
has the lowest effective tax rate in
Union County.

The two candidates were unani-
mously endorsed by the group, and
their names will appear on the pri-
mary ballot.

Mrs. Osieja and Dr. Hart an-
nounced that the Mountainside Re-
publican Dinner Dance will be held
on Friday, October 23, at Berkeley
Plaza in Berkeley Heights, at which
Senator Donald T, DiFrancesco will
be honored on his unprecedented
fourth election as President of the
New Jersey State Senate.

Republican Club
Sponsoring Forum

With BOE Candidates
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

school board candidates will be
having a open forum on Monday,
April 13, at 8 p.m. The forum will
be held at the Community House,
located at the Fanwood train
station’s north side parking lot.

The forum, which is being spon-
sored by the Fanwood Republican
Club, is open to the general pub-
lic.

For more information about this
program, please call Pat Lindsey
at (908) 322-8801.

Larry Goldman Launches
Council Relection Campaign

Westfield Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman, who represents the
town’s Fourth Ward, has announced
that he will seek a second term on the
Town Council.

“I believe that I have made a
positive contribution to Westfield
town government during my tenure
on the council thus far, and hope to
have the continued opportunity to
serve the community,” Mr.
Goldman said in announcing his
reelection bid.

Mr. Goldman was first elected in
November, 1996 together with Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim and Councilman
John J. Walsh, who represents the
Third Ward.

Since joining the Town Council in
January, 1997, Mr. Goldman has
served as Chairman of the council’s
Laws and Rules Committee. Under
his leadership, the committee pro-
posed and the full council adopted,
an exterior property maintenance
code, a shade tree ordinance and an
ordinance regulating the location of
cellular communication towers
within the Town of Westfield.

Last month, the Laws and Rules
Committee completed a revision of
the ordinance providing for sidewalk
cafés in Westfield.

“I am proud of the committee’s
accomplishments during the past
year. However, we have some very
important work ahead of us during
the remainder of 1998, most im-
portantly, completion of the revi-
sion of Westfield’s land use law. We
will also begin examination of an
ordinance to address the unsightly
proliferation of newspaper and
other publication vending machines
in downtown Westfield,” Mr.
Goldman stated.

Mr. Goldman has also advocated
that the council adopt some form of
smoke free air ordinance to protect
non-smokers from the effects of sec-
ond-hand smoke.

In addition to his service on the
Laws and Rules Committee, Coun-
cilman Goldman serves on the Town
Council’s Public Safety and Building
and Town Property Committees.

He also holds the position of Act-
ing Mayor and was appointed by his
colleagues on the council to serve as
its voting representative on the Board
of Trustees of the Downtown West-
field Corporation, which oversees the
downtown Westfield special improve-
ment district.

“I first ran for the Town Council
two years ago because of my belief
that Westfield government needed a
greater exchange of ideas. I believe
that the efforts of the new Mayor,
Tom Jardim, and the new council
members, Jack Walsh and I, to chart
Westfield on a new course, have be-
gun to bear fruit.

“In our first campaign, we were
strong advocates of the necessity to
begin the rebuilding of Westfield’s
infrastructure. The full council has
signed on to a multi-year improve-
ment program and this year’s capi-
tal budget plan gets that process
underway. The residents of our com-
munity will soon begin to see the
tangible results of enhanced road
repaving, playing field renovations
and capital improvements in down-
town Westfield,” Mr. Goldman said.

Professionally, Mr. Goldman is
a corporate and finance lawyer and
a Director of the law firm Gib-
bons, Del Deo, Dolan, Griffinger
& Vecchione, in Newark. He serves
as a Subcommittee Chairman of
the Small Business Committee of
the American Bar Association and
is the editor of “The New Jersey
Limited Liability Company Forms
and Practice Manual,” a reference
book used by lawyers throughout
the State of New Jersey.

Mr. Goldman was a founding
Trustee of the Education Fund of
Westfield, Inc. He has also coached
in the Westfield soccer and baseball
programs. Since 1991, he has served
as Chairman of the Westfield Demo-
cratic Committee.

He and his wife, Cindy, have two
children, Bethany, an eighth grader
at Edison Intermediate School and
Andrew, a third grader at Tamaques
School.

TRAIN LINE CHAT…Shirley Dilibero, Congressman Bob Franks, center, and
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim discuss improvements to train lines along
the Raritan Valley Coalition during a meeting held March 16. Congressman
Franks and other representatives of counties and municipalities along the line
attended the meeting, held within the Municipal Building complex on East
Broad Street.


